With a commitment to experiential
learning, LCC offers a host of
opportunities to broaden perspectives.
Students and faculty participateiin
a wide range of travel'ventures to
learnfirst-hand.about cultures and
different ways of thinking and living.
LCC first introduced trips overseas for
small grodps of students in 1924, and
/ laterin 1950 and 1955, with visits to
] England and Scotland. Annual trips to
Britain in the early 1970s to 2003 were
a highlight of spring break. Students
have also enjoyed exploring our own
country, beyond Montreal, through
athletics and cultural opportunities. »
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OVER THE PAST DECADE, the number
and scope of travel ventures to far-
flung destinations has mushroomed,
with students typically engaged

in active learning or community
service during their visits.

LION SPRING 2019

We asked alumni, students and
faculty about their experiences.
While not fully reflective of
the array of the many travel
opportunities, here is what was
shared with us.

Michael Attas '69

DESTINATION: STRATFORD, ONTARIO
PURPOSE: CULTURAL LEARNING
YEAR: 1968

“During this road trip with four or five students, we
camped near Stratford and went to a couple of plays.

They made a huge impression on me at the time, despite
my lack of interest in the arts. I was taken out of my
comfort zone (largely consisting of books) and, to my
surprise, [ had a great time. Seeing the teacher as a per-
son with passions of his own, seeing the other students
as more well-rounded, all opened my eyes to possibilities.
And I continue to love Shakespeare.”
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... Vandenbussche ’19

b A DESTINATION: ECUADOR
PURPOSE: COMMUNITY SERVICE
YEAR: 2018

“On my trip to Ecuador, I worked with a group of 50
students from around the world to build a community
centre and fence for a daycare. In the morning, we
hammered nails into bamboo, mixed cement by hand,
dug holes, laid bricks, and more. In the afternoon,
we played soccer with the kids in the local village or
lounged around in hammocks next to our cabins. We
also went on other exploration trips to learn about
Ecuador’s history and nature.

During a visit to the small fisherman’s port of
Puerto Lopez, I purchased a recorder made from
wood in the Manabi province of Ecuador. That night,
at our campsite, I was playing it for the children in
the community. One of them took it right out of my
hands and ran away with it. I playfully chased him
around the village, until he climbed up a tall tree,
which [ couldn’t climb myself. He got so much joy
playing it and, coming from such an impoverished
community, the recorder was more valuable to him
than it was to me. He returned it to me, but I wish
[ hadn’t taken it. The recorder still sits on my desk
as a reminder of that child’s happiness.”
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Julie Poirier

DESTINATION: PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST
PURPOSE: BAND PERFORMANCES

YEAR: 2018

“I was a trip chaperone, supervising and accom-
panying students on the tour. We visited these
beautiful cities, went to concerts and the stu-
dents performed.

As a ballet fan and theatre maniac, standing
at the side of the Wiener Staatsoper (Vienna State
Opera) stage was a magical moment for me. It is |
enormous: 88 feet high and, behind the curtain, ; _ 11 l N8
it is four times the dimensions of the auditorium. 1 © 1] W.l'l'Hmllm“mm““'l'l“l‘l““m“-. ]
Fun fact: there are 70 productions every year ¥ . if
and the same performance is never repeated two
nights in a row. The students were stunned to see
how much I knew about it and how excited I was
just standing there, in awe, looking at every detail
from as many angles possible.

This trip strengthened the bonds I already
have with many of the students. They saw me in
a different light and I saw them differently too.”
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Clara Hamilton ’21

DESTINATION: HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
PURPOSE: SOCCER TOURNAMENT
YEAR: 2018

“I played a lot of soccer and bonded with my
teammates. Going to an escape room* made
me a better soccer player because we had to
solve problems together.”

*A puzzle-solving adventure game
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