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Dear Parents, Guardians and Students, 
 
Letter Summary: Students require calculators for their Mathematics lessons. 
 
To aid your child’s learning it is important that they come to school prepared. I would like to take 
this opportunity to emphasise that a student’s readiness to learn includes having the necessary 
equipment. At ISL Qatar this includes a calculator. I would like to urge all parents and guardians to 
buy a calculator for their child and ensure that they bring it to school every day. This will allow your 
child to fully participate in lessons and to understand how technology can be used to aid problem 
solving. The loaning of basic calculators to students during lessons can cause disruption and means 
that those who borrow calculators do not have access to them at home or do not ever learn how to 
use their own, as not all calculators use the same operating systems. This can increase stress levels 
and lower attainment during revision and assessments. 
 
Below is a guide as to what calculator your child must have: 
 
Grades 6-10 are required to have a scientific calculator (one with Sin, Cos and Tan on it). These can 
be purchased from most supermarkets/stationaries.  
 
Grades 9-10 (who do not already have a scientific calculator) are encouraged to invest in a Texas 
Nspire graphical calculator. Diploma courses include the use of technology so it is in your child’s 
educational interest to learn how to use an Nspire calculator as soon as possible.* 
 
Grades 11-12 are required to have a graphical calculator and the school teaches using the Texas 
Nspire. A student without an Nspire would put themselves at a severe disadvantage as exam 
questions are written with the assumption that the student has a graphical calculator.* 
 
*Other graphical calculators are acceptable, however the majority of our students use Texas Nspires 
so our teaching is aimed towards this make. Please see overleaf for the IB Documentation on 
allowed calculators. Please note Texas Nspires CAS are not permitted.  
 
At the time of writing this and just for your information, I have seen Casio calculators available in 
Monoprix in Festival City and know of a local distributor for Nspire calculators; Mr George Mathew 
from Technology Solutions (C Ring Road) who you can contact at george@techsol.qa  +974 
55816229. 
 
Feel free to contact me at afurniss@islqatar.org if you have any questions.  
 
 
Yours Faithfully,  
 
Mrs Angela Furniss 
Leader of Learning for Mathematics 
ISL Qatar 
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