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JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 2020

Letter from the President

___
LOOKING

AHEAD:

____

 MARCH 1
Spring Fling
12:00-p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Strake Jesuit Campus
 MARCH 2
Raffle Holiday (9 book s min.)
 MARCH 9
Faculty/Staff Appreciation
Luncheon
11:10 a.m.-12:20 a.m.
Parsley Center
 MARCH 11
Mothers’ Club Board Meeting
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Clay Board Room
 MARCH 13
Raffle Holiday
(15 book s min.)
MARCH 16-20
Spring Break
 MARCH 26
Accepted Student Reception
6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.
Moran Hall
 MARCH 31
Parent-Teacher Conferences
APRIL 18
Strake Jesuit Auction
 APRIL 25
Orientation Coffee (hosted by
Mentor Moms)

Well, half of the
school
year
has
certainly flown by!
Can you believe we
are half way to
summer
break?
Many of us are just
months away from
becoming “empty nesters”.
Ugh.
However, are moms ever “empty”?
Certainly not now, there is still much
fun ahead this semester.

Sometime in the past few months I
met a man who told me he used to be
an alumni representative for his
university. He told me that all the
reps loved coming to an SJ College
Fair…for the community and the great
food! He actually said, “It’s like the
moms made some of the food
themselves. It was so special.”
Indeed, this is a special group.

One of my favorite things to see is a
group of moms, who did not know
When I became Mothers’ Club each other last year, now working and
President, I received a very large laughing side by side. It happens at
notebook (actually, several) with my every single event.
marching orders for the year. One
line really jumped out: “Try to attend Of course, if you have not been able to
join us already, remember the
all Mothers’ Club events”.
Chinese proverb: The best time to
Oh my gosh. There are a lot of events. plant a tree was 20 years ago. The
However, what I feared would be an second best time is now.
overwhelming amount of work has
become a series of joyful days and There is much work and fun ahead.
nights with new friends.
Since September, there have been
l u ncheons f or f acu lt y, st aff ,
maintenance workers and, of course,
mothers and sons. The Mothers’ Club
is the team creating magic for
Homecoming, Student Retreats and a
Mothers’ Retreat. An MC team is the
heart of Bible study, Rosary prayers
and caring for those in our
community with devastating losses.
We have collected blood and treasure,
literally. Mothers are making sure our
beloved faculty and staff are well fed
before we follow our sons’ schedules
and meet for conferences.
Personally, I’ve enjoyed soul food,
Mexican food, Christmas treats and
more homemade cookies than I care
to admit.

Sally McMillan

2019-2020 Mothers’ Club President
New Friends

LOOKING AHEAD
(continued):
_______________
 APRIL 26
Junior Cross and Ring
Ceremony
 MAY 1
Prom
 MAY 5
AMIGAS Maintenance
Appreciation Luncheon
MAY 7
Blood Drive
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Parsley Center
MAY 12
Mothers for Others Luncheon
MAY 14
Faculty/Staff Appreciation
Dinner

WE NEED YOU!
If you are not tapped into the Mothers’ Club yet, we need you! It is a
club that is dependent on a body of friends with very different skills
and abilities.
Are you good with numbers? Good with flowers? Good with words?
Able to organize? Able to just show up and be helpful? We need to
know your skills.
Go to the Mothers’ Club page on the SJ web site and see which
committee is of interest to you.
https://www.strakejesuit.org/parents/mothers-club
Not sure? You can always contact MCPresident@strakejesuit.org.

There is one more Mothers’ Club General Board Meeting,
this school year —

March 11
In the Clay Conference Room
11:00 – 1:00
Remember, all are invited to these meetings. It’s the best way to
know what the MC is doing and how you can get involved.
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MOTHERS’ CLUB
EXECUTIVE BOARD
2019-2020
PRESIDENT
SALLY MCMILLAN
MCPRESIDENT@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
VICE PRESIDENT
SHERYL BARRETT
MCVP@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
RECORDING SECRETARY
STEPHANIE DAVIS
MCRECORDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
MICHELLE CASHIOLA
MCCORRESPONDING@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG
TREASURER
JULIE MCKAY

SPECIAL EVENTS/
PROJECTS COMMITTEE

PARLIAMENTARIAN
EILEEN MEINERT
MCPARLIAMENTARIAN@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

The Special Events/Special Projects
Committees have merged and have
become a “pop up” committee. This
committee is a team of volunteers who
have a hard time committing to a future
date, but are those who say, “Hey, if you
need something last minute, let me know.”

HISTORIAN
SANDRA SOTO
MCHISTORIAN@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

To join this flexible team, contact Stasi
Ogier at stasiogier@me.com.

MCTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

ASSISTANT TREASURER
JANE JAMIESON
MCASSTTREASURER@STRAKEJESUIT.ORG

ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE – HSPT and ACCEPTED STUDENTS RECEPTION
Many hopeful future Catholic High school students took the HSPT at Strake Jesuit
in early January. Thank you for all of you many volunteers for jumping in to the
new year, after only three days back at school, with multiple yummy cookies to
provide for the boys for the test. Thank you to our Admissions Support Committee
Co-Chairs for collecting and organizing for our Admissions Department!
JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 2020

CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOLS
COLLEGE NIGHT
Strake Jesuit served as host for
the Houston Area Catholic
Schools College Night, Tuesday,
October 8. The Strake Jesuit
Mothers’ Club, along with the
other Catholic High Schools,
served dinner to the college
representatives in Moran Dining
Hall. More than 200 colleges
were represented and more than
1,800 students
attended the
event. This was an exciting
n ig h t f o r o u r C a t h o lic
community. The Catholic High
Schools each decorate a table for
the college representatives in
the Dining Hall, and many of
them were quite creative! Many
thanks to Joy Posoli and
Karen Haysley and their
wonderful volunteers for
making the evening run
smoothly.

What a fun night, as parents walked in their
sons’ shoes during the Follow Your Son’s
Schedule Night.
Principal Lojo greeted
Belinda Schmidt (Left) and Tracy Everist
(Right), two of the Alumni moms who helped
the evening run smoothly so that current
moms could participate and enjoy the evening.
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Mothers For Others
Style Show and
Luncheon
______________

Spiritual Life
The Mothers’ Club offers several opportunities
for moms to grow closer together as they grow
closer to God. Join us for one or all of these
special opportunities. They are absolutely open
to all!

Attention all Strake Jesuit Moms!

Bible Study

The annual Mothers For Others
Style Show and Luncheon will be
held Tuesday, May 12, at the newly
renovated Lakeside Country Club
at 100 Wilcrest Drive.

Do you know how much the Old Testament
teaches us about God and His glory today?
Join us for a nine week course that leads us
through studies of King David, select Psalms
and Old Testament prophets who all point the
way to the coming of Jesus Christ, King of
Kings. There is no better way to spend a
Thursday morning!

No mom will want to miss this fun
annual event! It is a wonderful
opportunity to spend time with
current and incoming Strake
Jesuit moms, as well as bid
farewell to our Senior moms.
The style show will be presented
by image and style consultant,
Rebecca Matthews, and the
models will be many of our own
Senior moms.
More details will follow. Watch for
registration, which will open April
14. You will want to sign up early
because this popular event might
sell out fast.

Bible Study meets Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. in
the Dining Hall Conference Room. For more
information, contact Wendy Wall
(wcommunication@outlook.com) or Lina
Jackiewicz (linajackiewicz@att.net).
Rosary
Pray the Rosary once a month with SJ mothers
who are praying for our school. These praying
moms meet on the second Thursday of each
month at 8:00 a.m. in the Lahart Chapel.
C o n t a c t
G i n a
A n d r e w s
(gandrews@ohdlegal.com) if you have any
questions about this opportunity.

Also, start organizing your table of
10 or you may register and be
seated with other moms in your
son’s class.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 2020
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OPEN HOUSE
Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club volunteers helped host 1,500 guests for the Open House, December 5, 2019. It
took dozens of people baking and delivering cookies to prepare for this night. The Admissions Support
Committee Chairs Kathleen Broussard, Sally Clark, Eva Aruffo, Charmaine Constantine and
Sharon Chetty helped assure Strake Jesuit made a great first impression on prospective students and
their families.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020
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A hard working crew of four organizes all of our Faculty-Staff Luncheons.
Katheryn Hung, Karen Lade, Kathleen Broussard and Karen Haysley are
fondly known as “The K-Crew”. This is the team that helps each Strake Jesuit
class of parents host a luncheon.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___

September Faculty/Staff Luncheon
- Hosted by Class of 2020
In September, parents of the Senior Class
of 2020 hosted a Football Tailgate themed
luncheon for the faculty and staff.

November Faculty/Staff Luncheon
- Hosted by Class of 2021
In November, the parents of the
Juniors hosted —

Festa Italiana!

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020
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MOTHERS’ CLUB & ALUMNI MOMS RETREAT

The 9th Annual Overnight Retreat for current and alumni Strake Jesuit mothers was held, November 9-10,
2019, at the Retreat & Leadership Center in Leona, Texas. Chairs Gina Andrews, Sheryl Barrett,
Michelle Cashiola, Kate Lykes and Wendy Wall organized an amazing retreat during Advent.
Mothers relaxed, prayed, reflected and made new friends in the tranquil surroundings at the RLC.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020
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Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club

Faculty and Staff Christmas
Luncheon

Michelle Townsend and Cathy Pellegrino not
only bring perfect snacks to the Mothers’ Club Board
Meetings, they also organize our annual Christmas
Brunch.
Following our December meeting and Advent Mass,
the MC and SJ Administrative staffers descended
upon the Jesuit Residence to celebrate the season.
The meal is not your
standard potluck, thanks to
all who cook, serve and clean
up afterward.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND
At the end of every year, the Mothers’ Club is proud to present a check to every faculty and
staff member; full time and part time. In 2019, parent contributions totaled more than
$53,000! Going beyond simply handing out checks, the team of Cindy Miller, Jane
Jamieson and Carmen Gomez turned the mail room into an extra happy place with
Christmas treats for all.

The Annual Christmas Tree Trimming is a fun, social time for our
hardworking volunteers when we decorate the Christmas tree in the
library! This year, the bins were also overflowing with gifts to be
sent to the USS Abraham Lincoln. Sandra Soto, Meg Thorburn
and Megan Sigler turned a Christmas chore into a lovely evening.

Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Newsletter

HOMECOMING
NAUTICAL NIGHTS,
OCTOBER 44--5, 2019
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The Crusaders took on Alief Elsik in the
Homecoming Football Game, Friday, October
4, in Clay Stadium. The following night, the
Competition Gym was turned into a sea of fun
for the Homecoming Dance. Thank you to all
who volunteered to help make this a
memorable evening for the boys and their
dates, especially Homecoming Chairs—Kim
Palumbo, Aimee Verheeck & Kristen
Leach (photo left).
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MOTHER SON LUNCHEON

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________

BAYOU CITY EVENT
CENTER, THE 1,460 MOTHERS AND SONS WHO ATTENDED WERE HONORED TO HEAR FROM DREW
DOUGHERTY (’96), HOST OF TEXANS TV AND HOUSTON TEXANS SENIOR INTEGRATED MEDIA
MANAGER. THANKS TO LUNCHEON CHAIRS MARIA KELLEY, CHRISTI STROCK, SHENEQUA
ANIMASHAUN (BELOW—TOP LEFT PHOTO) AND THE MANY VOLUNTEERS INCLUDING ALUM
MOTHERS WHO WORKED BEHIND THE SCENES TO MAKE THE LUNCHEON A MEMORABLE ONE.
THE ANNUAL MOTHER SON LUNCHEON WAS HELD

JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 2020

OCTOBER 23, 2019,

AT THE

MOTHER SON LUNCHEON — October 23, 2019
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NOVA Soul Food Soiree
The annual Soul Food
Soiree was held November
7, 2019, on the St. Agnes
side this year, with delicious
food going fast! Students
and faculty enthusiastically
lined up for this celebration
of food and culture.

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2020

Donations for Troops

Special Thanks to NOVA for leading the Mothers’ Club
in a special Service Project!

__________________________________________________________
Not only did NOVA celebrate in a delicious way with its annual favorite Soul Food
Soiree, the group also jumped into action to serve our troops. NOVA parents
responded quickly when they learned of a need for supplies for the USS Abraham
Lincoln. This Naval aircraft carrier was at sea longer than any in Naval history.
NOVA inspired the Strake Jesuit community to donate enough items to fill 100
boxes! Thank you, Leah Gaines, NOVA chairperson, and thanks to the moms
planning and serving.

MOTHERS’ CLUB CLOSET
The Mothers’ Club Closet is better than
ever. The closet is ship-shape and easy for
all volunteers to access, thanks to a new
key fob system. When you need supplies
for an MC event, it’s easy to contact the
chairs for a key to the closet – no more
looking for the key on the stick (which was
often misplaced).
The Mothers’ Club Closet even has it’s own
email account: mccloset@strakejesuit.org.
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DINNERS for PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
The Mothers’ Club not only provides snacks and drinks for weary parents, we also provide
a lovely meal for our faculty before they meet with parents. Karen Turbidy, Natalie Agee,
Elizabeth McLoughlin-Garcia and Monica Reese are the happy volunteers who make all
this happen. Many thanks to each of our wonderful volunteers who helped make the first
Parent/Teacher Conference faculty & staff dinner held October 29, 2019, a great success.
With the time and talents of our volunteers the committee served up a delicious Italian
themed dinner that included chicken basil pasta, Caesar and pasta salad, along with Italian
style cookies and desserts.
Thank you! We are looking
forward to our next event
scheduled for March 31, 2020!

JANUARY/FEBRUARY, 2019

STUDENT RETREAT
SUPPORT
The Student Retreat Support Committee has
taken on some extra jobs, helping more than
ever with every student retreat (remember,
every student attends a retreat every year).
Some of the jobs are easy for all; like picking
up some extra items at the grocery store. Sign
up to lend them a helping hand, if you are able.
The student retreats are a truly special feature
of the SJ process of making a Man for Others.
Contact Committee Chairs: Rebecca
Hoelscher (rhoelscher1099@gmail.com) or
M a r y
F r a n c e s
D u M a y
(maryfrances.dumay@compass.net).
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Knitting
The Knitting Committee is part of the Strake Jesuit
Care Committee. We make prayer blankets and
shawls which are blessed by our Jesuit priests and
given to those in need in the Strake Jesuit
community. Our group both knits and crochets.
We have a wide range of experienced knitters and
many, many beginners. We are happy to teach
people how to knit.
The Strake Jesuit Mothers’ Club Knitters will be
meeting March 4, April 1, April 15, May 6 and May
13. The Knitters meet in the Moran Dining Hall
Conference Room 2004, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m.
All are welcome and you did not need to have
attended in the Fall. There is no obligation to
attend every meeting or even attend regularly!
Come and go as you can, although we hope you can
come often and bring a friend. The fellowship of
the Knitting Committee extends from freshman
moms through alumni moms who love to knit and
enjoy keeping up with friends and the happenings
at Strake Jesuit.
Contact
Barbara
Catechis
(bscatechis@yahoo.com) or Cathy
Moore
(cathy.moore5@hotmail.com) for additional information.

Upcoming Mother's Club
Knitting Meetings:
March 4
April 1
April 15
May 6 and
May 13

AMIGAS

Dia De la Hispania and
CHRISTMAS Luncheon for Maintenance Staff
Amigas parents helped the SJ Hispanic Student Association to celebrate Hispanic culture
with a lovely homemade lunch.
Amigas also graciously hosts a Christmas luncheon for our beloved SJ maintenance
staff. This is a day for this very hardworking crew to sit, relax and enjoy a Christmas
feast. They add cheer to our campus, daily. Amigas is blessed to add some Christmas cheer
to their lives, too.
Thanks to Amigas co-chairs Elsa Zeiden and Jessica Cabrera.

JANUARY/ FEBRUARY 2020
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BLOOD DRIVE
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________
______________________________

More than 58 people donated blood at our last blood drive, which means 129 lives were impacted! The
Mothers’ Club worked with MD Anderson, as students and parents gave the gift of life. Thanks to Cindy
Irr and JoAnna Burton for organizing and overseeing this lifesaving ministry, and for planning the
upcoming second blood drive.
Save the date: May 7
7,, 2020
2020,, for the next Strake Jesuit Blood Drive, which will occur on campus from
10:00 a.m.
a.m.--3:30 p.m. Our Blood Drive Committee will need parent volunteers to supply snacks and
drinks for the boys who donate blood, and to help with the drive that the Strake Jesuit Medical Club
sponsors. They need volunteers from anyone with medical training to the squeamish. Yes, there are
volunteer opportunities for the squeamish, too, to help with the boys being Men for Others! The shifts will
be in two hour slots. The medical people will do most of the monitoring of the boys after they give blood,
while the other volunteers will have a different role (signing in/out of boys, filling out forms, passing out
snacks, etc.)
More information about the blood drive itself, who can donate, and a sign up link for parent volunteers
will be coming out in March by eblast. (Please indicate if you have medical training on the sign up). For
questions in the meantime or to be added to a volunteer ee--mail list early, please contact Blood Drive
Co
Co--Chairs Cindy Irr (cwirr@comcast.net) or JoAnna Burton (joannaburton64@gmail.com).

UPCOMING
BLOOD DRIVE
MAY 7, 2020
10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
in the Parsley Center
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Mothers’ Club
RECIPE CORNER

BAREFOOT CONTESSA’S
SHORTBREAD COOKIES
Shared By Sally McMillan

As the Mothers’ Club is known for good cookies, try this easy recipe! It’s a favorite of the McMillan
family.
INGREDIENTS
¾ lb unsalted butter, room temperature
1 teaspoon vanilla

1 cup granulated sugar
3 ½ cups all purpose flour

¼ teaspoon kosher salt

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°
With electric mixer, cream butter and sugar together. Add vanilla. Whisk together flour and salt; add both
to sugar mixture. Mix until dough just starts to come together. Dump onto a surface dusted with flour.
Shape dough into a log. Wrap log in plastic wrap and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes. Can wrap in
plastic, then foil and freeze for later. Slice into ½” cookies and bake! Sprinkle with extra sugar, if desired.
You can also roll the dough into a disk, between two sheets of wax paper and use cookie cutters. Bake—20
– 25 minutes at 350°.
Cookies will keep in airtight container for at least a week. Leave them plain or decorate.

8900 Bellaire Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77036
●
Telephone: 713-774-7651
●
www.strakejesuit.org
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________

Follow Strake Jesuit:

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

Vimeo

YouTube

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

