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Sunday Evening News | 10.29.17

Je�  Utecht was in our system a few weeks ago working with 
our district leadership team and our middle level language 
arts, social studies and science teachers. As I shared in a pre-
vious week’s edition of the SEN, he also spoke on a Wednes-
day evening giving tips and tools to our families on support-
ing their children in being responsible digital citizens. We 
have had many parents share with us that they are seeking 
insights as to how to have these conversations with their 
children. � ey shared with us the newness of this role in 
parenting. � e following activity was done that Wednesday 
evening with our families and because it had such an impact 

I wanted to share it with you.

In table groups, Je�  had us 
write down the characteris-
tics and attributes of a good 
citizen.  Groups quickly wrote 
down words such as:
 
 • Kind
 • Empathetic
 • Hard-working
 • Safe
 • Responsible
 • Contributor
 • Compassionate
 • Caring
 • � oughtful

Each table group shared one word in which they thought the other tables might want 
to “steal” or add to their list.  Je�  asked the groups if they felt good about their lists for 
being a good citizen.  � ere was a collective nod of approval in the room.

He then told us to do something that caused the entire room to stir.  He told us to add 
the word “digital” to his � rst request so it was now, “Write down the characteristics and 
attributes of a good digital citizen.”  He asked us to go back through our lists and place 
a star by the words that would � t the new request.  Slowly groups began putting stars 
by the words, eventually realizing the words that describe a citizen would also describe 
a digital citizen.  

Immediately, he empowered parents to have conversations with their children about be-
ing a good digital citizen by using these words as a guide.  He implied this wasn’t really 
a new conversation between parents and their children.  Parents and children regularly 
have conversations about these words.  Using these words in reference to how children 
use devices is the “new” context.  He also shared this is not a “one and done” conversa-
tion for parents (and educators) guiding their children in being good digital citizens.  He 
said it is critically important for parents and educators to work together in continually 
reinforcing the characteristics and values of being a good digital citizen.  

Until next month, Happy Learning!

When winter hits our region, our goal is 
to maintain the regular school schedule 
as long as road conditions are safe for our 
buses along with sta�  and student drivers. 
We are one of the largest districts in terms 
of geographic area in the state of Wash-
ington. Weather conditions in the foot-
hills can be much di� erent than in town 
areas. When foul weather is predicted, 
our team hits the roads at 3:30 a.m. trav-
eling areas of the district to monitor road 
conditions and updated weather forecasts to make informed decisions about the day’s schedule.

Our goal for determining school delay or closure status is 5:30 a.m. Here’s how you can best 
receive information from our District:

 • Sign up to have any school delay or closure alert come to your email address at 
     http://� ashalert.net or download the FlashAlert Messenger app to receive push 
      noti� cations. � is is the quickest and earliest method of receiving updates.
 •   We will place the delay or closure announcement on our district website at 
  www.enumclaw.wednet.edu and our Facebook page at 
      www.facebook.com/enumclawschooldistrict.
 •  Each family will receive a phone call via School Messenger around 6:00 a.m. if a change  
     in schedule is made. Sometimes the weather conditions shift after 6:00 a.m. and a 
  decision will be made at the earliest time possible.  
 •  Radio and television stations share our information as soon as possible.

Please note, the following information is important for delayed start days:

One Hour Late: Preschool and ECEAP will start one hour late. Highly Capable class 
will start one hour late at Southwood. On Fridays, early release schedule remains in e� ect.
Two Hours Late: No morning ECEAP or Developmental Preschool. Full-day 
ECEAP starts two hours late. Afternoon Developmental Preschool occurs as sched-
uled. Highly Capable class is cancelled. No out of district transportation. On Fridays, 
the early release schedule will be cancelled and students will attend school until the regular 
release time.

 Winter Weather and Emergency 
 Communications

Calendar of Events

11/16-21 Conferences
11/16-22 ½ DAYS
11/20 School Board Meeting
11/23-24 NO SCHOOL - 
 � anksgiving break
12/1 Early Release
12/4 School Board Work Study
12/6 EMS Winter Concert

12/8 Early Release
12/11-12 EHS Winter Choir Concerts
12/13 EHS Winter Band Concert
12/15 Early Release
12/18 School Board Meeting
12/19 TMMS Winter Concert
12/21-1/2  NO SCHOOL - 
 Winter Break

For event details, visit www.enumclaw.wednet.edu or contact the school.

- Mike Nelson, Superintendent
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Weekly updates are available on our website at www.enumclaw.wednet.edu then click on  
“Capital Projects and Construction Updates”. Photo updates are also available on our 
Instagram account.

Enumclaw High School

The view from the new library will be phenomenal! The new library faces south and features 
large window openings, which includes a view of Mt. Rainier on clear days. In between the 
science classroom wing to the left, and the general use classroom wing to the right, there will be 
an expansive courtyard. Construction progress continues with framing, electrical, and HVAC 
crews working on site. Insulation is underway in the science wing.

 Construction Update

 Mr. Kilmer Wins $100,000 for 
 Teaching Excellence

EHS Drama & Enumclaw Schools Foundation present PINOCCHIO by Carlo Collodi.
December 1 & 2 @ 7:30pm
Free Admission | Running Time: 30 minutes | Rating: G
Info: 360.802.7807

Come see the story of a wooden toy on a journey to become a real boy performed by our all-star 
EHS Drama crew.  All District elementary school students will travel to the Auditorium during the 
last week of November to see a matinee performance (courtesy of Enumclaw Schools Foundation 
and Enumclaw Rotary Foundation)!  Come see the show everyone will be talking about -- no lie! 

More than 1200 students from our region gathered in Seattle to celebrate the 25th annual  
Salmon Homecoming festivities, “hosted by The Seattle Aquarium and the Northwest Indian 
Fisheries Commission since 1992. The celebration honors the fall return of the salmon and intro-
duces local families to Native American culture by providing traditional celebrations and a holistic 
program of related environmental educational activities” (www.salmonhomecoming.org/about). 
Several students in our District’s Cultural Student Program made the special trip to the Seattle 
Aquarium and waterfront. The experience focused on learning stewardship and ecology to better 
support our part in the natural world. They listened to storytellers and met with our Muckleshoot 
Performing arts family. Our group also met the feeders for the animals at the aquarium. It was a 
great day of learning all around!

 Award of Distinction

In a field of nearly 700 applicants, Enum-
claw High School teacher Bob Kilmer 
rose to the top. He was one of three win-
ners selected by Harbor Freight Tools for 
Schools in honor of his application which 
clearly showed his dedication to teach-
ing trade skills to students. He earned a 
grand prize of $100,000 in the inaugural 
competition. We are thrilled to celebrate 
Mr. Kilmer’s long-time commitment to 
student success. He shared with Harbor 
Freight Tools for School, “Building a 

strong relationship is a core value I hold as a person and as a mentor to my students. I 
want all my kids to experience what it’s like to have someone outside their home who 
believes in them, motivates them, and who strengthens them as they navigate through 
their high school journey… I have come to understand, ‘when kids feel special, they act 
special’ and accomplish extraordinary things.”

This year Mr. Kilmer’s Architecture and Construction students are designing and con-
structing a tiny house. They recently teamed up with Mr. Berryhill’s welding students to 
create the trailer frame on which the tiny house will be constructed by students. Once 
completed the fully outfitted tiny house will be donated to Plateau Outreach Ministries 
to benefit families in our community. 

 Pinnochio!
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