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A few weeks ago I attended the District Rotary Con-
ference in Portland representing the Enumclaw Rotary 
Club.  During one of the evening dinners, there was a cel-
ebration honoring the 30th anniversary of women being 
allowed to join Rotary, which inspired me to celebrate the 
women in our local Rotary Club.  Below is the message I 
sent to our club members giving a bit of background on 
this event:

On May 4, 1987, the US Supreme Court voted 7 - 0 to 
allow women into Rotary! One tribute during our district 
conference last weekend was celebrating the 30th anniversary 

of this decision.  Please see the article that was in the May 5, 1987 edition of the New 
York Times. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/05/05/us/high-court-rules-that-rotary-clubs-must-
admit-women.html

Since our meeting falls on the EXACT anniversary, it seems � tting to celebrate!! 
We will shorten our business meeting to spend time honoring women in Enumclaw 
Rotary.   We have some 
“women originals” at-
tending our meeting 
(Dorothy Sleigh and 
Alice Peeples) and I’m 
sure they will not be 
shy from telling their 
story.   Also attending 
is former Enumclaw 
Rotary President Gene 
Fagerquist, who was 
President when women 
joined our club!

Dorothy, Alice and Gene were not shy in telling the “Enumclaw Rotary Sto-
ry.”  Unlike many Rotary Clubs where this became a controversial issue, Dorothy 
and Alice agreed that they were welcomed and supported.  Some Rotary Clubs 
lost a signi� cant amount of their male membership, the Enumclaw Club lost 
about four members according to these historians.  
 
It was a wonderful celebration.  In re� ection, I was surprised that this was only 
30 years ago.  As an “old guy” 1987 does not seem very long ago.  � is issue made 
me continue to re� ect on our school district’s equity initiative.  

Do our school district values . . . 
Do the opportunities that we provide . . . 
Do our achievement initiatives . . . close gaps and lead to creating equity for our 
students?   

� anks for joining with me in this e� ort.

Enumclaw School District is proud to announce the opening of our Birth to Five 
Center at JJ Smith Elementary starting in the fall! Services will include preschool 
classes (ECEAP and Developmental), parenting resources, child development ma-
terials, community classes, and READY! for Kindergarten classes. Under the leader-
ship of Susan Arbury, former principal of Southwood Elementary, the Birth to Five 
Center will connect families in the ESD attendance boundaries with education and 
services geared for young children and their families. Spaces and programs will be 
unfolded throughout the school year. We look forward to sharing more information 
in the fall!

Mike Nelson, Superintendent
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 Puppy Love Helps Others Construction Updates 
Weekly updates are available on our website at www.enumclaw.wednet.edu then 
click on “Capital Projects and Construction Updates”. Photo updates are also 
available on our Instagram account, EnumclawSchoolDistrict. View the Capital 
Projects Update video on our YouTube channel, Facebook page, or website. 

Black Diamond 
Elementary 

Crews are pouring asphalt in 
the south lot which is nearly 
complete and the siding is look-
ing great as sections are a�xed. 
Interior progress on the south 
end of the building is signi�cant 
with wood doors installed, large 
storefront windows completed, 
and ceramic tile in place! On the north end, the large storefront windows are 
nearing completion while the elevator installation is ongoing. �e new building 
is scheduled for opening for the start of the 2017-2018 school year! 

Enumclaw High School 

Current projects include the  
gymnasium plus new lobby area,  
men’s locker rooms, bathrooms  
in the Agriculture building, and  
new library plus classroom areas.  
Each area is undergoing a di�er- 
ent set of renovations and com- 
pletion dates vary over the next  
two years. �e Ag building bathrooms are scheduled to open this spring and the  
gym/locker room renovations scheduled for the upcoming fall.  

Best in Show 

It took two years of class time for the Machine Manu-
facturing and Welding students, but they did it. “She’s 
fully functional,” Je�, an EHS Junior, proudly explains 
as he studies the hydraulic lift in action. He lists a hand-
ful of projects left to customize the trailer, but even 
without those the Future Farmers of America program 
has an impressive dump trailer fabricated by their own 
hands. 

Je�, AJ and Isaiah listed the awards they won at the 
Puyallup Spring Fair for their trailer: Best of Class, Best 
of Division and Best of Show, the highest honor at the 
fair. “It’s student-built with a little oversight” teacher 
Mark Berryhill said with a nod and smile, seemingly 
referring to the trailer, though it’s obvious the sentiment 

applies to the way he runs the program. He allows 
students to access skill sets from their peers before 
providing his input, which students appreciate and 
take to heart. A few students assumed leadership 
roles and invested hundreds of hours into building 
the trailer while others contributed in smaller ways. 

�e three teenagers o�ered insight into the project, 
“We’re lucky to have this program”, “it brings peo-
ple together”, along with some advice about weld-
ing while laying under the trailer. Je�’s greatest take 
away from his two year investment of time and skill 
was summed up in one powerful statement, “�e 
main idea of the project was teamwork and leader-
ship,” which hallmarks the FFA program and our 
District. 

Adele is new to the Enumclaw High School campus. She’s 
four months old, long blonde hair, and typically wears a green 
vest when she’s out and about. Savannah, an EHS Sopho-
more, is often seen on the other end of Adele’s leash. Adele 
belongs to Guide Dogs for the Blind program, and she’ll 
spend the �rst year of her life learning manners and basic 
commands from Savannah and other members of the Future 
Vision Puppy Raising Club. While it’s common to love pup-
pies, what’s not common is investing intensive training time 
into a puppy for a year without pay and then sending the dog 
to a new owner. “It’s really rewarding knowing how much 
they appreciate us and the work we do just as much as we 
appreciate them for taking our dogs and giving them a purpose,” Savannah remarked 
about the volunteer process of raising puppies for the organization. 

On the EHS campus, the club is connected to the Future Farmers of America program 
and teacher Cora Valentine coordinates campus puppy and handler activity. “�ere is 
a sense of pride that students feel that our school takes part in such a fantastic organi-
zation that touches many lives,” explained Cora. �e work can be challenging for stu-
dents who balance the commitments to school, friends, family and training the pup-
pies, but it’s worth the reward according to Savannah. “I truly have grown so much as 
a person from raising guide dogs. I have developed some leadership skills that come in 
handy a lot. And sharing out to the public about what we do is really awesome,” Sa-
vannah remarked. Club leader Jana Decker shared a similar sentiment at their weekly 
meeting. She stated that she hopes everyone in the club learns to train the puppies, 
though she ultimately hopes the people involved grow from the experience, both in 

Courtesy Michelle Pritchow 

maturity and 
communica-
tion skills. 

Cora elabo-
rated, “Volun-
teering is a very 
important part 
of a student’s 
character de-
velopment and 
can help them 
with scholar-
ships and college admissions. It also teaches patience and dedication.” Courtesy Tana V. 

It’s connections between community groups and our schools that provide opportuni-
ties for service learning and leadership, thereby strengthening all of us. Cora’s com-
mitment to fostering the connection between schools and the club for the bene�t of 
students is admirable. She shared, “Whenever students can get outside the bubble 
of their life at school and be a positive part of our community is a positive thing. 
Students and community members of our guide dog group work together to achieve 
the same goal.” 

Calendar of Events 

For event details, visit www.enumclaw.wednet.edu or contact the school.   
Please note: Schools will be in session on May 26 and June 22 to make up Snow Days.   

5/11-19 Drug and Alcohol Prevention 6/3 EHS: Senior Prom 
Week 6/5 School Board Work Study 

5/18 TMMS: Spring Concert 6/7 Retirement Tea 
5/18-20 EHS: FFA Plant Sale 6/9 Early Release 
5/19 Early Release 6/12 EHS: Graduation Ceremonies 

Fiesta at TMMS 6/13 EMS: Spring Concert 
5/19-21 EHS: Drama presents Farce 6/16 Early Release 
5/26 Early Release EHS: Seniors last day 
5/29 No School, Memorial Day 6/19 School Board Meeting 
6/2 Early Release 6/22 Half Day / Last Day! 
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