
For event details, visit 
www.enumclaw.wednet.edu or 
contact the school.
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I became reacquainted with a book that was fi rst introduced 
to me about 20 years ago.  As I picked up the book The 10 
Greatest Gifts I Give my Children:  Parenting from the Heart 
by Steven W. Vannoy again, I found it was just as meaningful 
as the fi rst time I looked at it.  Here’s a quick “peek” into the 
book.

The book begins with fi ve parenting tools.  The fi rst tool 
is a challenge for all of us to be “Forward Focus.”  Vannoy 
explains that “We only have a certain amount of energy, 
time, and potential to use each day. Of the 100 percent we 
have, only we can choose where to focus it. And while at 
times it may look as if we’re moving forward, most of us are 
really aiming backward... Meanwhile, the families that are 
really going forward look forward, with only a brief glance 
back now and then to gain perspective and remember what 
worked before so they can do more of it” (page 39). Vannoy’s 
“Forward Focus” can apply to so many hats many of us wear 
in life  ̶  parent, spouse, friend, employee, leader, etc. 

Below is an Energy Map Vannoy shares:
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JOIN US!

Enumclaw School District does not discriminate in any programs or ac  vi  es on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, na  onal origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orienta  on, gender expression or iden  ty, marital status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides 
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to 
handle ques  ons and complaints of alleged discrimina  on:

Sec  on 504/ADA Coordinator
Keri Marquand
2929 McDougall Ave, Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360) 802-7104

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 RCW Offi  cer
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator
Stephanie Berryhill 
2929 McDougall Ave, Enumclaw, WA 98022
(360) 802-7113
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IN PARTNERSHIP WITH YOU
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EARLY RELEASE 1/2 DAYS 
& Conferences (Nov 15-20)

Mike Nelson
Superintendent

DEC
3

School Board Work Study
at Black Diamond Elementary

DEC
1

EHS DRAMA PRESENTS
A Christmas Carol
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CONNECTIONCONNECTION
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EHS DRAMA PRESENTS
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THANKSGIVING BREAK

NOV
22-23
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14 Child Find
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School Board Mee  ngDEC
17
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20-1/1

NO SCHOOL
WINTER BREAK

Welcome back!JAN
2

BACK SIDE
• What’s not working
• Problem
• What I don’t like about myself
• All the reasons we can’t get there
• What’s wrong with where we are

FORWARD SIDE
• What’s working
• Solution
• What I like about myself
• Results we want to create
• What do we have to do to move toward 

where we want to be

Building a vision for family and 
workplace is important in order to 
remain on the “Forward Side” of the 
Energy Map.  The Board of Directors, 
myself, and cabinet members practiced 
this concept last spring when we wrote 
the Theory of Action to accompany our 
Strategic Plan. We purposely focused 
on what types of experiences we want 
for our students every class period of 
everyday: authentic, deep, irresistible, 
and exciting learning opportunities.  I 
fi nd that I’m even more excited about 
our work when I see these opportunities 
happening in our schools! 

In the second part of the book Vannoy 

shares that he gives his children the gifts 
of fully feeling, self-esteem, compassion, 
balance, humor, communication, integrity, 
responsibility, conscious choice, and full 
expression of emotions.  Even though our 
children are now in their late 20s, Britt and 
I still look for ways to honor and support 
them during this time in their lives.  As they 
move forward towards their own goals, 
we take pride in watching their forward 
momentum while we also continue to 
practice Vannoy’s “gifts” listed here.  Reading 
this book “fi lled my parenting cup,” so I want 
to share it with each of you too. 

In partnership with you,



BOARD OF DISTINCTION

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

HOLIDAY EVENTS

Enumclaw High School Drama and 
Enumclaw Schools Founda  on 
present...

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
By Charles Dickens

The EHS Auditorium comes alive with 
the classic tale of spirits, humbugs, 
and a few holiday surprises!  
Featuring over 40 student actors 
performing for every elementary 
school in December!  There will 
also be four public performances on 
December 1st & 8th at 2  & 7:30 .  
Guaranteed to make you laugh and 
your heart to soar!

Black Diamond Elementary
Holiday Concert 

December 6th at 6:30PM

Byron Kibler Elementary
Reading Night
December 4th 

Southwood Elementary
Holiday Concert

December 13th at 6:30PM

Sunrise Elementary
Reading Night

December 13th, 5:30-8:00PM

Westood Elementary
 Holiday Concert  

December 4th at 6:30PM

Enumclaw School District’s Board of Directors was recognized for their 
commitment to equity and high standards.  The elite honor was given by 
Washington State School Directors’ Association (WSSDA). Enumclaw’s fi ve 
elected members and two student representatives were chosen as a 2018 Board 
of Distinction, signifying their “commitment to effective governance.”  Twenty-
nine school boards from the 295 districts that operate in Washington State were 
selected for this award. 

Our Board of Directors along with the Superintendent committed their work 
to establishing an effective Strategic Plan that focuses on the Whole Child, 
Tiered System, System Capacity and Instructional Improvement with the intent 
of “ensuring all students achieve at high levels”. Clear goal areas help our 550 
staff members unite their work in order to provide greater opportunities for 
our 4,000 students. One proud moment for the District was to graduate 100% 
of our Native American students in spring of 2018, which stems from providing 
powerful individual connections through our Cultural Student Program.  

Congratulations to our School Board Directors and Student Representatives! We 
appreciate your diligent work and commitment to excellence. 

CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE

Running Time: 1 Hour
Ra  ng: PG
Admission: FREE
Info: 360.802.7807

th

We’re embarking on a new 
adventure!  Enumclaw School 
District staff  and students are 
celebra  ng reading by pos  ng 
posi  ve images and refl ec  ons 
about our reading lives. Please 
join us! We’ll snap photos, 
post to social media, and 
use the hashtag #ESDReads. 
Using the hashtag makes it 
fun to search and fi nd others 
who are pos  ng. You can also 
share the image with us by 
visi  ng our Facebook page and 
clicking on the monthly event. 
We may feature your photo 
and cap  on!  Thank you for 
suppor  ng and encouraging 
our young readers. #ESDReads 
#esdwonder

Left to Right: Tyson Gamblin, Student Representatives Foster Barnhart and Peyton Brueher 
(graduated), Nancy Merrill, Jennifer Watterson, Bryan Stanwood, Tina McGann. Inset: Student 
Representative Emma Murphy

Last month we reported 
that demoli  on was 
set to begin, and, since 
that report, demoli  on 
has been completed 
on the 400 classroom, 
Library (500), and 600 
classroom buildings. The 
debris  was removed, 
including founda  ons. 
These sites make way 
for ground fl oor music 
classrooms, a wrestling 
room, and four academic 
classrooms on the 
second fl oor. A new bus 
loop will also be added. 
Star  ng November 19th, 
layout and excava  on 
for foo  ngs begins.

Enumclaw Middle School
 Holiday Concert  

December 18th at 7:00PM

Thunder Mountain Middle School
 Holiday Concert  

December 18th at 7:00PM

Enumclaw High School
$4 entry fee per concert
Holiday Choir Concerts 

December 11th and 12th at 7:00PM

Holiday Band & Orchestra Concert 
December 13th 7:00PM

Events take place at the school building.  Please confi rm time 
and dates with the school in case any adjustments are made. 


