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Kindergarten
Will March come in like a lamb or a lion? Kindergarteners are practicing making predictions
and would like you to give it a try!
The month of March is all about Dr. Seuss! Kindergarteners will take home Dr. Seuss books to
read at home and their share will be to read at least a page to their class. Our tongues may get
a little twisted with all the rhyming words that Dr. Seuss puts in his books!
We will celebrate Spring by learning what plants need to grow and then plant seeds and
observe what happens!
Will March go out like a lamb or a lion? What do you predict?

First Grade
What happened to February?! It came and went in a blizzard of the 100th
Day Celebration, Valentine’s Day fun, Winter Activities, Winter Carnival, and
lots of learning! Our first grade authors are still hard at work writing and
publishing their animal books which we will share with our families this
month. In math, we will move from number lines to geometry - always an
interesting unit since we are already familiar with so many shapes! In
March, we will also welcome Mrs. Cahill to our classroom. Mrs. Cahill will be
the teacher for the remainder of the school year while Mrs. Y. is on maternity
leave. She’s got lots of great plans and fun ideas for this group! Stay tuned
for more adventures from the First Grade!

Second Grade
Hopefully spring is just around the corner! In the Second Grade we are looking forward to
longer days and more sunshine on the way. In the classroom we will begin a few new units. In
reading we will be studying informational text and learning about the many different elements
authors use when writing to inform others. In math we will learn about measurement. Students
will learn to use standard units of measure with a Jack and the Beanstalk fairy tale twist. We
will view measurement from a giant’s perspective using inchworms, footworms, and yardworms
and also spend time learning to make conversions between inches, feet and yards. It’s a fun
and engaging unit! In writing we will learn how to express opinions and persuade others to see
our points of view. What is your favorite winter activity? Should you squish that ant? Would
you rather write with a pen or with a pencil? These are just a few of the topics we will respond
to along with opinion questions students generate themselves. It’s always nice to have choice
in what we write about and I look forward to learning more about the opinions of second
graders.
4

Third Grade
In March comes “the wearin’ o’ the green” and soon
the greening of the Earth. In the Third Grade, we
are marching along with reading, writing, and math
routines. In reading, students will practice
determining main ideas and key details as part of a
non-fiction unit focused on the Arctic and the
Iditarod. Students will write research reports on
Arctic animals and how they have adapted to the
cold climate. They will also write short biographies
of popular mushers in the Iditarod race. In math class, our studies are on measurement and
fractions. Students will investigate time, mass, and volume through hands-on experiences and
games. They will also develop a deeper understanding of unit fractions as they measure
lengths to fractions of an inch and display measurement data on line plots. As March winds
down, we will move into a unit on fables, folktales, and myths. We will hear a few Irish folktales
and myths around St. Patrick’s Day to model the difference between summarizing and retelling
a story. Our study will broaden to include fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures.
Let’s hope that March truly goes out like a lamb!

Fourth Grade
Is spring on the way? We sure hope so! This time of year
kicks-off our Vermont studies. We dig in first with Vermont
geography, followed by the exploration of the maple sugaring
process. Taste tests are sure to be a hit! It’s going to be a sweet
and sticky adventure! This month 4th graders will be reading
historical fiction novels, such as A Night Divided, My Brother's
Keeper and Number the Stars. Our persuasive writing will have
us discussing our thoughts about the validity of Bigfoot! In math,
we are wrapping up our unit on addition and subtraction of large
numbers with the standard algorithm, as well as work with liquid
measurement and time. Next, we will venture into geometrical
concepts. Be sure to ask a fourth grader about their new
learning!
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Fifth Grade
March means Spring is on its way! How is it possible that we’re ⅔ of the way through the
school year already? The 5th graders are working hard on their “Genius Time” projects. They
are researching a variety of topics, including the history of cookies, video gaming systems, and
an assortment of animals. This month, in writing, we will wrap up our persuasive writing unit
and move on to informational writing. We will write research pieces connected to our
Literacy/Social Studies topic of
the arrival of Europeans in North
America and colonization. In
math, we will continue to focus
on decimals, expanding our work
to include multiplication and
division. We will be exploring
Earth’s systems in science,
looking at how the four spheres
interact and how matter cycles
through them. March is going to
be another busy month full of
learning!

Sixth Grade
This month we will continue our work with operations involving decimals and fractions.
Students will learn the standard algorithm for division and learn to divide fractions using an
algorithm. In writing, students will work on writing an argument piece about having pets in the
classroom. Through this they will learn about using quotations and data based evidence to
support their argument. In addition they will learn about using the counterargument. In
reading, we will finish up our study of poetry, by collecting evidence for the theme and
discussing the author’s point of view. We will then move back to skills within informational text.
Students will be completing a group project to learn about Ancient Cultures. They will research
aspects of ancient cultures and construct artifacts that could be found in an Ancient
Civilizations Museum.
In addition, the Sixth Grade will continue their efforts to fundraise for
their trip to Nature’s Classroom. Be on the lookout for events coming
in March.
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Music
I would like to congratulate our students on presenting a fabulous Winter Art and Music
Showcase, and I would like to thank our families and communities for the tremendous turnout
at the concert! What an amazing feeling it is to see the community come together for an
evening of the arts!
The Kindergarten, First and Second Grades have begun their new songs. A few favorites
being: “Down By The Bay”, which works on students coming up with their own rhymes, “Jenny
Jenkins,” who is SUPER picky about the colors she will wear and, “A Ram-Sam-Sam” where
students get to explore the feeling of setting their own tempo, or how fast or slow the music
goes.
The Third and Fourth Grades have begun playing recorders. We are working on reading,
writing and playing recorder music using a good tone, breath control, the pitches DCBAG on
the Treble Clef, as well as eighth notes, quarter notes, half notes, and whole note rhythms.
The Fifth and Sixth Grades have begun their guitar unit. Each week we are researching a
famous guitar player, like Carlos Santana or Eric Clapton, playing treble clef naming games,
learning some history of the guitar, as well as playing chords, tabs and songs on the guitars. If
you have a guitar at home, ask your students to play for you! So far we have learned short C,
and G chords, strumming, finger picking, how to use all 4 fingers on the fretboard, and some
short riffs from famous guitar songs.
Color Guard has learned the Memorial Day Parade Routine, and is about to select a new song
for the Spring Showcase. They are also still working in small groups to choreograph their own
songs. Be watching for information coming home soon about after school rehearsals at
Hardwick for the parade!.
Chorus is learning how to support solo singing within the choir in their version of “Africa”, and
has started to learn Fireflies as well for the Spring Showcase.
Band has a very busy spring coming up! We are practicing five songs for our Itty Bitty Band
Bonanza on Thursday, April 23rd at 6:00PM. This will be performed at the Highland Center for
the Arts in Greensboro. Fanfare from the VSO will be performing that evening, as well as all of
the elementary bands from the OSSU. After the band bonanza, we will begin focusing on
getting parade-ready for the Memorial Day Parade. Be watching for information coming home
soon about after school rehearsals at Hardwick for the parade.
Thank you!
Mrs. Beckley
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Visual Arts
Winter Greetings from the Art Room!
Our winter concert & art show was such a success! Thanks to all of us working together to
celebrate learning! KIds worked so hard on their artwork & musical performances. Hats off to
parents & staff for being flexible & trekking out for an evening full of fun!
All grades participated in a lesson about Symmetry. Ask your kids if they can explain this
colorful visual imagery to you. They all colored butterflies. There are some displayed around
the school, or look for them coming home. Concert artwork is being sent home if it wasn’t
collected the night of the concert.
Grades 3 & 5 are studying Native American symbolism. In Gr. 3 the annual Iditarod is being
introduced. In art class, students are designing an Inuit mask. Gr. 5 will create a story based
upon the use of symbols only.
Grade 6 has started sketching a design for their graduation project; acrylic paints on canvas.
These are personalized with their names, personal interests, & will be full of color.
K-4 celebrated the 100th day on February 11. Students made Valentines to take home to their
families & we cut hearts out together, counting to 100! Fun & creative!
Looking ahead to March, students will continue studying Art History through the eyes of
Architects. Frank Lloyd Wright will be our first study; kids will design a “Dream House” in which
money is no object! Let those imaginations run wild! Some classes will create their 2-D design
in a 3-D style. Some of these will be on display for our Spring Arts showcase.
Have Great & Creative Days!
Jayne Donahue Visual Arts K-6

S.T.E.A.M.i.
Spring is right around the corner and most grade levels will be taking a learning “turn” in
STEAMi classes. Kindergarten will begin working on a series of engineering challenges using
everyday items to solve problems all culminating in making a Dr. Seuss Word Machine. The
First Grade will begin their paper unit; they will be analyzing paper through microscopes,
making paper constructions and will even be making paper. The Second Grade will continue
their understanding of how to use their Chromebook and will begin using spreadsheets to
tabulate data from experiments. The Third Grade will continue coding using Scratch and will
also be using online research tools to gather, keep and use information wisely. The Fourth
Grade will begin a lengthy digital citizenship unit that will cover: many kinds of security,
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thoughtful & effective use of technology, and purposeful privacy. The Fifth Grade will be
continuing with their 3D printing unit which will end by the end of March. The Sixth Grade will
also be ending 3D printing and will begin working on their end of year materials for graduation
and moving on to seventh grade.
Lastly, don;’t forget to check out the website (www.wolcott.ossu.org). I post photos and
information there including the lunch menu and school calendar. I am always looking for
suggestions for more to add do just let me know at, jgreenia@ossu.org or the hallways.

Health
What Guidelines Do We Follow Regarding Illness?
Success at school is largely dependent on a child’s health and readiness to learn. This
success is best achieved as a partnership between home and school to assure the health and
well being of all students.
Your children are very important to us, and we consider it a privilege to care for them. Each
child comes to us as a unique individual with specific medical and social needs. In order to
provide the best care, we ask that parents share information about their children which will
ensure that all of his or her needs are met. We believe that communication with home is
essential for optimal care, and we will do our best to inform you of any problems that arise at
school.
Throughout the school day, children come to the health office with a variety of physical
complaints. In such cases, we do a brief assessment to determine the validity and extent of the
problem. Parents will be notified by phone or a health office note of any complaint or problem
that is deemed significant. If the child has a fever, is vomiting, or is otherwise too ill to be in
school, we will contact you or your emergency contact and ask you to bring the child home. No
child will be sent home without first talking to an adult who will assume responsibility for the
child.

Is Your Child Sick?
In an effort to minimize the spread of contagious illnesses, we ask that a child with any of the
following symptoms remain home until symptoms subside:
● temperature of 100 or higher, ok to return after 24 hours when
fever-free without medication
● vomiting or diarrhea within the last 24 hours
● persistent loose cough
● undetermined skin rashes
● flu-type symptoms of muscle aches, headaches or sore throat
● untreated head lice
● red eye with purulent discharge
NOTE: It is required that students diagnosed with strep throat infections remain out of school
until they are on an antibiotic treatment for 24 hours.
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Does Your Child Need Medications Of Any Kind At School?
Prescription Medication:
Wolcott Elementary School recognizes that at the present time, many children are able to
attend regular school because of the effective use of prescribed medication in the treatment of
chronic disabilities or illnesses. It is more desirable for medication to be administered in the
home; however, any student who is required to take prescribed medication during the regular
school day must comply with the following regulations:
1. Written orders, from a physician, detailing the name of the student, the drug dosage,
reason for giving, and time medication is to be given must be received by the school
nurse and/or building administrator BEFORE the medication can be given. A renewal
of a long term medication order is required each school year.
NOTE: In certain instances, emergency medication like inhalers and/or epi-pens
will be allowed to be carried on the person or in a backpack, if written permission
from the doctor and the parent allows for this.
2. Written permission from the parent/guardian of the student requesting that the school
district comply with the physician’s order must accompany the physician’s order.
3. Students with chronic illnesses, including: seizure disorders, cystic fibrosis, diabetes,
etc. (including asthma) who are responsible for self administering their medications
should be allowed to continue the practice. Medication shall be kept in the school
health office.
4. Medication must be brought to school by a responsible adult (not in child’s backpack)
in the original container appropriately labeled by the pharmacy or physician and have
the exact amount listed on the bottle in the container. (NOT in baggies or envelopes)
Your pharmacy will provide a bottle for home and a separate bottle for school.
5. The above procedure must be followed for all prescription medication.
6. Parents will be notified at the end of the school year for responsible adult pickup of
their child’s medication before the last day of school. Unused and unclaimed
medication shall be destroyed in the presence of a witness.
7. In the nurse’s absence, medication will be administered by the Principal or Secretary.
Non-Prescription Medication:
The school nurse must be notified if a non-prescription medication is to be used during school
hours or activities. Non-prescription medications will be administered only after a permission
note has been signed by a parent. Non-prescription medication must be left at the health room
and MUST be in its original, labeled container. (NOT in baggies or envelopes)
Other Medical Guidelines:
Medication permission forms are distributed in September and extra forms are available at the
school. Physicians may use their own stationery for instructions and details. You can ask the
pharmacist for TWO labeled containers – one for school and one for home. We ask that all
medications be brought to the Health Office by a parent or guardian and that the specific
amount needed to take at school is brought, not the entire bottle of medication.
Please avoid having to transport medications on a daily basis since it may be an unsafe
practice and may result in medications being lost or forgotten. Students taking a short course
of antibiotics can schedule taking the medication outside of school hours (before school, after
school and before bedtime) unless otherwise prescribed.
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AfterSchool / Sports
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The 2-3-4 Boys Team

Glee Merritt Kelly Community Library
The Glee Merritt Kelley Community Library (Wolcott Library) will be hosting a “community”
dinner on Thursday, March 19th from 5-7 PM in the Wolcott Elementary school cafeteria . All
food will be provided by the library. There is no charge for the dinner, so come and join us for
some great comfort food and an opportunity to visit with members of the community.
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School Board Edition
As you know, the school requires a lot of people to make the
place run well. The school board is an integral part of the school
providing oversight and community agency. These three people
from the community have been putting in time to ensure that
your school runs effectively and efficiently. There are two seats
that are open this town meeting. Would YOU be willing to join
up? If you see them around, talk to the board members and ask
them about their work and maybe how to get nominated if you
are interested. Here are your current Wolcott School Board
members….

Gordon Young
Q: How long have you been a school board member?
A: A year and a half.
Q: What does the school board do?
A: The School Board represents the interests of the voters
and taxpayers of the School District. We provide supervision
and direction to the Administrators who run the day-to-day
operations. In theory - they are experts who know how to do
their job, but we tell them what job to do. In reality - the state
laws control most of the important aspects of “what job to do”,
but the Board helps make major decisions (such as budget allocations for specific programs,
etc), and regularly checks up on the administration to ensure the decisions are followed up on.
Q: How did you become a school board member?
A: I was appointed to fill a vacant seat on the board. At the next town meeting, the town voted
for me to continue in the role.
Q: How has your experience been as a school board member?
A: More work than I expected! School funding is complex, and it has taken a lot of effort to
understand the details. And I still have a lot more to learn!
Q: What do you like about being on the school board?
A: I like to have the connection to the local community, and provide service to the town I live in.
I like working with the overall Supervisory Union board, and connecting to Board members
from other towns. I like to think about our community overall and think about ways to help it be
strong, now and for years to come. I believe that supporting education is the best way to build
a better future.
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Rebecca Ventrice
Q: How long have you been a school board member?
A: 3 years
Q: What does the school board do?
A: We oversee and manage the district’s affairs, personel, and
building. Which includes monitoring the districts performance,
overseeing the annual budget, and making sure the school building
is operating efficiently.
Q: How did you become a school board member?
A: I was nominated by community members and elected to the board
on town meeting day
Q: How has your experience been as a school board member?
A: It has been a positive experience, I have learned so much about our community and our
school.
Q: What do you like about being on the school board?
A: I am very grateful for the opportunity to look after the best interests of the children in our
community.

Marquis Houle
Q: How long have you been a school board member?
A: I have been a member for three years.
Q: What does the school board do?
A: Review budgets, give guidance to the
superintendent and principal on values and help build
guidelines on objectives for learning.
Q: How did you become a school board member?
A: I was elected at town meeting.
Q: How has your experience been as a school board member?
A: A great learning experience on how the school operates. And a wonderful way to give back
to your community.
Q: What do you like about being on the school board?
A: Being able to shape the values and expectations of how our children’s learning experience
will be while they attend Wolcott Elementary.
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Winter Carnival 2020 was a smash! Despite the cold weather, the students had fun indoors
with crafts, games, activities and fun. The students earned this day with their good work
over the last months earning over 6344 eagle stamps as a school! The outdoor activities will
be rescheduled for a day that is not freezing outside. GREAT JOB Wolcott Elementary.
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