Southam Primary School — Science Skills and Knowledge Progression

Being scientific
skills

EYFS

Year 1

Questioning

Asks own questions from
immediate environment

Responds and joinsin
with the questions that
others ask

Whole class questions
related to direct
experiences, e.g. isit
darkat bedtime yet?

Begin to compare with
whole class supported
questions e.g. how is
Autumn different to
Summer?

Begin to collectand
celebrate any curiosity
and support childrenin
formulatingintoa
question that can be
explored or investigated
independently or part of
a group task.

Posing simple why
questions that relate to
everyday life. E.g. why do
we need to wash our
hands?

Observing

Attending to stimuliin
environment

Making comments about
the world around them

Welly walks

Creating lists in shared
writing

Simple comparison e.g
seasons

Looking at pictures
of/animal toys




Identifying Naming everyday Selecting appropriate
objects, materials and clothingfor seasons
organisms inthe
environment. Sorting activities

Naming andlabelling
organisms

Recording Collectingand taking Photos of sorting
pictures activities, e.g. sorting

into hoops

Complete andaddto a
pictureor diagram
Sorting by a list of
features. E.g. has
gills/feathers/liveyoung
etc.

Venn diagrams

Simple sortingtables
with 2 columns

Comparing Comparingsizes,changes | Compare on simple
related to growth or tables with two items
decay

Vocabulary Naming organisms, Read and spell atlevel

materials, simple
explanations

consistent with literacy
attainment




