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‘An enormous investment in our youth’
Phase 1 of referendum projects complete; planning for Phase 2 underway
“Thanks to the
community for
supporting these
projects,” board
member Steve Schild
said at a recent
meeting. “The quality
of life is improved for
everyone in those
buildings.”

The high school student
parking lot is free of
potholes. Entrances
at elementary school
buildings are secure.
Jefferson has an
accessible entrance.
Goodview has a new
roof. Fire alarm systems
are updated. Security
systems have been
expanded.
These construction
projects may not be
splashy. But they were
practical, necessary
and crucial for Winona
Area Public Schools to
live up to its mission of
Buildings and Grounds Director Michael McArdle shows
meeting the needs of all school board members new carpet at the middle school.
learners.
The $9.42 million bond
referendum was approved by district voters in
November of 2018, and the work has been split
into two phases. Phase 1 work started in the
summer of 2019 and is mostly completed. Phase
2 work will begin in summer of 2020.
“I have to give a lot of credit to the people in
our community,” Buildings and Grounds Director
Michael McArdle said. “They made an enormous
investment in our youth.”
In addition to the new parking lot at the high
school and security and accessibility upgrades
in many of the school buildings, other projects
included lighting control fixes at Goodview
Elementary, carpet replacement at the
middle school and a resurfaced playtop
at Jefferson.

Board chair Nancy
Denzer agreed.
“The work that we’ve
seen, and we’ve been
in all the buildings to see
the work, is impressive,”
Denzer said. “There
are a lot of positive
comments from staff.”

District staff are working
with Wold Architects
and Engineers to develop plans for Phase 2
projects, which include replacing plumbing and
electrical systems at Jefferson, plumbing systems
at Washington-Kosciusko, new locker rooms at
the high school and a new parking surface at the
middle school. Drawings have been issued for
bidding, and the bids will be opened in March.
The complete project is expected to be
finished under the $9.42 million budget.
For a complete list of the projects
supported by the referendum,
visit winonaschools.org/
referendum2018.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION | winonaschools.org/kindergarten

Welcome, future Winhawks!
The transition to kindergarten is an
exciting step into lifelong learning.
Winona Area Public Schools offers
outstanding and comprehensive
programs with proven results. Our
kindergarten classrooms inspire
creativity, collaboration and
critical thinking with an emphasis
on learning through play. We
are strong believers of individual
learning and recognizing every
child’s unique potential.
If you have a child who is
eligible to enter kindergarten
in September 2020, Winona
Area Public Schools has several
events and resources available
for families navigating the process. A brochure
has been sent to all families with students of
kindergarten age. If you did not receive one, or if
you want to learn more about the programs and
resources available, visit
winonaschools.org/kindergarten.
Future Winhawk Registration Night is Monday,
Feb. 17 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Winona Middle
School, 1570 Homer Road. During this event,
kindergarten families will have the opportunity
to meet elementary principals, secretaries,
Superintendent Dr. Annette K. Freiheit and other
district administrators, and take a picture with
Herky! WAPS tech support will also be available
to assist with registration needs, and there will be
information on early childhood screening, school
nutrition, transportation, after school care and
other services.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Feb. 17: Future Winhawk Registration Night
March 26: Kindergarten Open House
Aug. 17: Kinderhawk Camp
Sept. 3: Winhawk Welcome
Sept. 8: First day of school
The Ríos Spanish Immersion program will be
accepting applications until March 2 for
incoming students. For more information, or to
apply, visit winonaschools.org/rios.
Kindergarten Open House night is Thursday,
March 26 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Future students are
invited to visit their new school, meet teachers,
tour classrooms and become part of the
Winhawk family. The open houses will be held at
the elementary school locations.

Superintendent gathers feedback on dress code policy
The superintendent asked for feedback. And she’s
getting a lot of it. Dr. Annette K. Freiheit has been
visiting with students and staff to gather feedback on
a new dress code policy that will replace the current
policy, which was adopted in 2008 and hasn’t been
revised since 2014.
The proposed policy is similar to one currently in place
at Rochester Public Schools and offers more autonomy
to students when it comes to their clothing and seeks
to eliminate gender bias. The community will have a
chance to weigh in on the proposed changes as well
before the school board votes on the proposal. To
read the proposed policy, visit winonaschools.org.

FutureForward now
available to WAPS
students, teachers

#WinhawkProud
There are amazing things happening every day around
District 861. Here are a few from the first half of the school year.

FutureForward, an
innovative online
platform that connects
“classrooms to careers
and life to learning”
is now available for
students and teachers
in Winona Area Public
Schools. Southeast
Service Cooperative
developed the tool
to connect local
educators and their
students with employers
for career-connected
learning experiences,
such as job shadows,
career fairs and
internship opportunities.

SM

WAPS hosts lawmakers

Winona Area Public Schools had
an opportunity to share its story with
several state lawmakers on Oct. 3.
The Winona Education Association
hosted members of the Minnesota
House of Representatives at the high
school as part of the “mini session”
held in Winona and the surrounding
areas. Lawmakers talked with
students and staff about the issues
facing District 861, including funding
for special education and early
childhood, teacher retention and
recruitment, and student and staff
mental health.

Foundation for
WAPS event moves
The Foundation for
Winona Area Public
Schools has made a
change to the date
for its 10th annual
Foundation fundraising
event. Mark your
calendars for Saturday,
Oct. 24, 2020 at Visions
Event Center. The
Foundation for Winona
Area Public Schools will
host “Nosh in Nashville”
with lead sponsors
WNB Financial Bank
and Merchants Bank.
Keep an eye out for
how you can join the
fun celebrating public
education in Winona
while raising funds
for academics, arts,
athletics & activities for
WAPS students.

WSHS students take part in Veterans Day ceremony

WSHS seniors braved the frigid temperatures to take part in two Veterans Day
ceremonies — one at the high school and another in Lake Park. The day was
also a chance to honor nine seniors who either have enlisted or plan to enlist in
a branch of the military: Jeremy Rivers (Army), Matt Satka (Army), Chloe Lemieux
(Air Force), Justice Johnson (Marines), Devin Haines (Marines), Deacon Pressey
(Marines), Ethan Cummings (Marines), Caity Going (Marines) and Bella IversonJones (Air Force).

Holiday Store raises money for
community warming center
The Winona Middle School AVID Holiday
Store raised more than $400 for the
Winona Community Warming Center. The
store provides an opportunity for middle
schoolers to shop for unique gifts for friends
and family. Staff members donate items
and volunteer to wrap the purchases.

Find more #WinhawkProud moments on winonaschools.org,
or by following us on social media on Facebook (@WAPS861),
Twitter (@HerkyTheWinhawk) or Instagram (@WinonaSchools).
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION UPDATE

Aaron Witt signs
with Badgers
Winhawks all-state
football player Aaron
Witt signed a national
letter of intent to
play at the University
of Wisconsin. Witt, a
defensive end, was one
of the top prospects in
the state and helped
lead the Winhawks to
an undefeated regular
season and a spot in the
state semifinals at U.S.
Bank Stadium.
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Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) is trying something new
for its Term 3 and 4 classes by offering mini special event sessions on
Wednesdays from 8 to 10 a.m. These three- or four-week sessions are
open to all ages, and families are asked to register for each topic.
Session topics for the remainder of the terms include “Why We Play,”
“Self-Care for Parents,” “Getting Ready for Kindergarten” and “Wide
Open Spaces.” Learn more at winonaschools.org/communityed or
register by calling the ECFE office at 507-494-0913. Also, don’t forget
about the ECFE Family Dance from 5:30-7 p.m. at Goodview.

WAPS Adult Literacy has teamed up with several other organizations,
including MSC Southeast and Workforce Development, to help offer
local grant-funded training programs for specific populations, such as
women of color, women over 50 years old or people with a criminal
background who are having trouble finding employment. Foundations
in Manufacturing and the Accelerated Welding Academy begin later
this year. For more information, contact Adult Literacy Coordinator Chris
Dahlke at 507-494-0924 or chris.dahlke@winona.k12.mn.us.
Key Kids has opened registration for summer care. Summer Key Kids is
for children entering kindergarten through sixth grade and begins on
Tuesday, June 9 and ends on Friday, Aug. 28. The summer program
provides free breakfast and lunch through the WAPS School Nutrition
department and includes regular outings, such as weekly trips to
the aquatic center, field trips and playground visits. Learn more at
winonaschools.org/communityed/keykids.
Don’t forget to sign up for the Community Education Spring 2020 trips!
Festival of Nations: On Sunday, May 3, travel to the St. Paul River Centre
and explore our world and embrace rich cultural diversity.
Spring in the Cities: On Thursday, May 21, enjoy the first blooms of
spring and see acres and acres of floral, gift and garden ideas.
Dubuque: On Thursday, June 11, travel to Iowa to see
the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium
and the Dubuque Arboretum. Sign up at
winonaschools.org/communityed
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