


To Steven Sparks and BSD board members: 

We residents in the Arbor Oaks, Noyes, and Abbey Creek communities (Springville ES) express great 

dismay that BSD proposed and moved forward MapC, along with Map A in the January 30th meeting.  We 

feel that our voices are not heard and that BSD inconsistently and arbitrarily applied rules and metrics in 

its decision to move forward Map C along with Map A.  We feel that our communities do not have enough 

influence in the current Middle School boundary committee.  We have grass roots effort to spread the 

word about the implications of MapC outside of the Springville PTO.  We were initially surprised that not 

many parents of current Springville students know that such a boundary adjustment dicussion is on-going.  

Through our grass roots effort, we conclude that: 

1. Map C is not fair to our communities.  We believe that our communities are singled out and that 

rules are arbitrarily applied to arrive at this heavily gerrymadered map. 

a. In the very first stages of the Middle School Adjustment meetings, our committe 

pronounced that they wanted to keep the feeding pattern of Elememtary schools 

together to middle school and then on to high school.    Also, they wanted to ensure equity 

and diversity in our schools.  They also wanted accessibility and short commute times. 

b. Map C is a 180-degree turn from this rule. It carves pockets of exclaves and exclaves within 

exclaves in order to ensure that Stoller Middle School retains its equity rating but broke 

the feeding pattern of both Springville and Rock Creek Elementary as a single entity. 

 
Springville communities isolated as an island on its own.  Nobody lives in red areas. 

 



Red circle:  That tiny blue exclave on the left feeds into Stoller MS from Springville ES. 

That area is not walkable to Stoller MS.  Similarly, the blue exclave that feeds from Rock 

Creek ES is not walkable to Stoller MS. Both areas have high incidence of poverty. 

 

Velvet circle:  This financially well-off “walkable” (disputed) Findley community is 

included in Stoller, despite that it did not add any equity rating to Stolller. Their feeding 

pattern purposely broken off from rest of Findley which goes to Timberland.  Double 

standards? 

 

2. Map C isolates us from our Bethany community, where most of our kids after-school activites 

are centered on.   Our community center is at the intersection of Bethany and Laidlaw roads. 

Stoller MS is just 2 blocks away from that intersection.  There we have a rich list of after school 

activites:  Kumon, GoodTime Chinese School, Washington County Library, Forte Music School, 

Sunshine Kids Club, Mathnasium, Kalabharathi School of Dance just to name a few.  Likewise, 

there’s a Walgreens, QFC, Bank of America, dental offices, and various restaurants there that 

would make after-school pick up times shorter for most parents, as we can piggy back our after-

school pick up with daily errands.  

3. There are hidden transportation costs that should be considered. BSD money, which Springville 

communities contributes through property taxes, should not be the only criteria for 

transportation cost analysis.  Time and lost oportunities to our kids must be considered. This is 

corrollary to point #2.   According to Google maps, in normal traffic, Stoller is only 8 minutes away.  

Five Oaks is at least 20 minutes away.   Based on the transportation report in January 9th meeting, 

the current Five Oaks commute is already averaging 27 minutes, already the highest in the district 

(average of 20 minutes).   This record is using current bus routes that serve families in nearby 

Elcomica ES (just 1.1 mile away from Five Oaks) and McKinley ES (just 1.4 miles away).  The reason 

for the higher-than average commute time is that the Five Oaks neighborhood is dense.  It is full 

of commercial development (Tanasbourne) and apartments and is book-ended by two freeway 

entrances (185th Avenue, Cornell Road) on the North and the busy TV highway on the South. 

 

If Map C pushes through, then Five Oaks bus routes will increase fivefold to 5 miles for our 

Springville kids.  Will this not increase our busing times to almost 1 hour each way?  Will this not 

increase the gas consumed by the bus on idle mode while waiting through traffic?  What will our 

kids do while sitting idle in traffic?  Would we rather have them play video games on their 

cellphones or continue the learning process through after school activities? 

4. Map C just does not make sense from a practical evaluation.  As seen in any Google map, it is 

obvious that Stoller is the closest middle school for Springville communities.  And although the 

velvet communities of Findley may be in walkable distance to Stoller, by comparision, the distance 

between them and Timberland is only 3 miles versus 5 miles between Springville communities 

and Five Oaks.  Furthermore, the committee placed too much focus on walkability without even 

checking out that Kaiser Road, a narrow, curb-less, one-lane, rural road with no bike lanes but 

connects the velvet communities to Stoller has segments without sidewalks.   See picture below, 

from Google maps.   Is BSD encouraging our velvet kids to be unsafe? 

 



 
 

5. Map C implies adverse long-term implications to the housing market.  Most of us in Springville 

bought our houses with the expectation that BSD will continue to fund and resolve overcrowding 

without sacrificing the safety and accessibility of our schools.  For people who have the means, 

they could easily just move out of Springville into newer constructions surrounding Sato in order 

to get back into Stoller.  This may cause a housing depression in the Springville communities and 

excacerbate the very same problem we’re trying to solve – overcrowding at Stoller. 

6. Washington county continues to open lands in the North Bethany (Sato area) for development.  

More of their newest development includes dense housing (apartment) units.  This will not bode 

well with BSD’s intention to alleviate Stoller overcrowding.  There’s yet another long-term issue 

that BSD still needs to address.  Since BSD made a conscious decision years ago to construct the 

new middle school at Timberland, then it should also consciously decide to fully ultilies 

Timberland capacity by funnelling most if not all elementary schools closest to it or find another 

site in the Springville / Sato area for a new middle school. BSD should not penalize Springville 

communities for this decision. 

 

Thank you for your considerations.  I hope that you’ll understand our points of concerns and look 

forward for a fair decision. 
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please include in comments
 
From: Radha Muddu <radha.m@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 7, 2020 1:40 PM
To: Steven Sparks - Exec Admin <Steven_Sparks@beaverton.k12.or.us>
Subject: Re: Middle school boundary readjustment
 

This is from a Non-BSD Email address: Please only click links and attachments if you are sure they are
safe

Dear Mr. Sparks,
Thank you so much for your reply. 
 
I worked on yet another document, based on BSD data that was released in January, regarding ride
time, miles and cost of transportation. Could you please send it to the committee members too?
 
I would greatly appreciate it,
 
Thank you,
Regards, 
Radha M.
 
On Thu, Feb 6, 2020 at 9:12 PM Steven Sparks - Exec Admin <Steven_Sparks@beaverton.k12.or.us>
wrote:

Ms. Muddu -
 
Thank you for your email.  I have added the email and file to the public record.  The committee will
receive and review the material.
 

Steven A. Sparks, AICP | Executive Administrator for Long Range Planning | Beaverton School District
16550 SW Merlo Road, Beaverton, Oregon 97003-4348 | (503) 356-4449 

 
District Goal:  WE empower all students to achieve post-high school success.

 
 
From: Radha Muddu <radha.m@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 5, 2020 10:23 PM
To: Steven Sparks - Exec Admin <Steven_Sparks@beaverton.k12.or.us>
Subject: Middle school boundary readjustment
 

This is from a Non-BSD Email address: Please only click links and attachments if you are sure they
are safe

Dear Mr. Sparks, 
As a parent, I am alarmed at the ramifications of extra-long commute times on kids. I put together a 2
pg document showing research articles and I sincerely hope you and the committee members will
read it. 



Dear Committee members,  

In the January 30th meeting, BSD handed out a table with different bus routes and the ride times/cost/mileage 

for each route.  

I plotted all the data and I would like to share it here. What you will see is that sending Springville to Five Oaks 

shows the longest ride time (Fig. 1), highest mileage (Fig. 2) and highest costs (Fig. 3).  

Some caveats:  

1. Please keep in mind that the ride time is only an average forecast –this will be on the best of days, 

don’t ignore the fact that Portland has bad weather and that the Evergreen PKWY/185th Ave is the 

highest traffic intersection in the entire Washington county. Please note that these roads have also 

been classified as High Injury corridors. 

(Sources: https://www.co.washington.or.us/LUT/Divisions/TrafficEngineering/Programs/upload/2018-Traffic-

Count-data.pdf, https://www.oregonmetro.gov/sites/default/files/2018/05/25/high-injury-corridors-report-

April-2017.pdf ) 

2. Please also keep in mind the kids will walk 10 min to walk to the bus stop + 5 min to wait for the bus 

stop. This is a best-case scenario. Also, consider the time it takes to load and unload the kids.   

In Fig. 1, you will observe that while there are some outliers for some communities (not all homes are located 

within a reasonable commute for their middle school), the majority of every community has a reasonable 

commute time to their middle school.  

However, please observe that the entire Springville community will be bearing the burden of long 

commutes, if it feeds in to Five Oaks – it is very evident from Fig.1. Please question the rationale behind this. 

This is also done by isolating the Springville community into an island – we have said NO to islands in the past, 

please continue to do so in Map C too.  

Fig. 2 shows the mileage for different bus routes. Once again, Springville to Five Oaks shows that the entire 

Springville community will set a new record for longest distance to their middle school, which also leads to 

highest transportation costs (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 4 is the middle school route data for the 2019/2020 school year. Note the average and maximum miles 

and ride time. Compare Fig. 1 and 2 with the average data in Fig. 4. If Springville feeds in to Five Oaks, it will be 

setting a new record for Miles and Ride time. This is not an equitable solution, considering that Stoller is our 

closest neighborhood school.  

You are our only voice – please support our community by advocating for EQUITABLE COMMUTE for ALL BSD 

kids.  



 

Fig. 1. Ride time in minutes 

 

 

Fig. 2. Distance covered by bus routes 



 

 

Fig. 3. Cost of transportation  



 

Fig. 4. 2019/2020 Middle School Route Data (Dated January 8, 2020) 




