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HEAD’S

REVIEW
Welcome!
It has been another busy fortnight at RMH with trips
for the Art Department and Year 7, Inside Out Day
(pictured above), and much more: of course, it doesn’t
stop there, we have the joys of World Book Day, and
the RMHA’s Quiz Night to look forward to among other
things after the half term break!
We’re very proud of all the work we do here to support our
students’ wellbeing. Inside Out Day (for more on this,
see page 7) was a great way to explore the difference
between how we look on the outside, and how we’re
feeling on the inside; and we’re enjoying the Humanities
department’s “Kindness Week”, encouraging girls in the
senior school and staff to commit to an act of kindness.
Pledges are being written
up on the Humanities board
outside the staff room. We
look forward to hearing
about all your efforts next
issue!
On the subject of wellbeing, we would like to draw
your attention to a fantastic app to support children
using social media. The innovative BBC Own It app
is downloaded on to a young person’s phone and will
actively monitor the content of their social media
interactions. This is not an app which allows parents to
spy on their children, instead it will prompt children to
reconsider the use of harmful language in messages or
provide signposting to support if a child indicates they
are distressed. It’s a really clever piece of software.

Children do not know a world without the internet and
smart phones so in that respect they are digital natives.
This may give the impression that they know what
they’re doing with technology but demonstrably they
do not: the digital footprint speaks for itself. This app is
aimed at supporting children to become independent
digital citizens.
At the moment the app only picks up on harmful
language, such as children saying they hate someone
or that that wish they were dead etc. In time, the BBC
want to develop the app to identify the ‘language of
resistance’ to identify when children may be being
coerced or pressured into things, so that the app can
then signpost towards speaking with an adult or seeking
support elsewhere. The BBC’s Own It website is a great
place to find support and advice for life online. https://
www.bbc.com/ownit/take-control/own-it-app
We wish you all a wonderful half term, and we’re looking
forward to another term of challenge and discovery
with our fabulous girls, beginning on the 24th February.

In this edition...
Boarders celebrate Chinese New Year, and your invitation
to the RMHA Quiz and Fish & Chip Night on page 2. The
first of the World Book Day competitions launches, along
with Year 7’s teambuilding trip on page 3. Academic
Spotlight: Languages, along with academic & unsung
Heroes on pages 4-5. An inspirational Arts trip in London
on page 6. Updates from Careers & the Juniors, plus
some exciting News from Home on page 7. Get ‘Back to
Netball’, Food for Thought & Key Dates on page 8.
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Boarding Update

Celebrating Chinese New Year
On 25th January, we entered into the Year of the
Rat as we celebrated Chinese New Year. Our girls
were very excited to try the beautifully planned and
crafted dinner that was organised by our chef, head of
boarding and the prefects. Girls had been decorating
the boarding house with home made and traditional
styled decorations. We all entered the dining room that
evening, and found it wonderfully decorated. The music
was upbeat and fun, and we provided pens for the
girls to draw and doodle all over the table sheets. Our
Chinese girls taught our other boarders how to write
in Chinese and we all wished everyone a Happy New
Year. The food was exquisite, with traditional delicacies
from China. The favourite dish, hands down, was the
ribs. There was laughter and smiles from all around the
table as Boston House celebrated the Chinese Festival
as a family. Happy New Year!
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Community News
ARE YOU READY??
World Book Day - Thursday 5th March
On Thursday 5th March, the School will remind ourselves
of the magic of reading for pleasure as we celebrate
World Book Day. As in previous years, all members of
the school community are invited to come dressed as
a favourite literary character or in a “booky” related
costume for the day - we love homemade costumes, but
don’t worry if you don’t have time for an intricate and
amazing costume - some of our favourites over the years
have been of the “simple but effective” variety! Make
sure you’ll be warm enough and able to continue with
your lessons as usual, but otherwise, your imagination’s
the limit!

Year 7 Teambuilding
On Tuesday 28th January, Year 7 went on a trip to ‘Out
of Bounds’, near Worthing. We did Clip ‘n’ Climb and
bowling. In Clip ‘n’ Climb, we did a drop slide, the leap
of faith and the stairway to heaven. The drop slide was
really fun. You held onto a metal bar and it pulled you
up vertically, then let you go! The leap of faith was fun;
a metal bar which you had to jump onto in the air! The
stairway to heaven had lots of pillars to climb on and
when you were done you jumped off. There were also
many other climbing walls. I loved ‘Out of Bounds’ and
I would recommend it.
Jasmine S (Year 7)

More details will follow after half term but I would like to
draw your attention especially to our “Caught Reading”
competition in which we are asking girls to “share” a
favourite book with someone as this may be a challenge
for you over the half term holidays? As always, if you
have any queries please do get in touch. Questions and
submissions to: library@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
Mrs Standen

RMH WORLD BOOK DAY COMPETITION:

GET

CAUGHT READING
Where could YOU be caught sharing a
story???!!!!
Find the most comfortable, unusual, entertaining or
obscure place to get “caught sharing a story”
and get someone to take your photograph!

Submissions to:
library@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk

(Please send from school
email or parents’/guardians’
email only)

DEADLINE FOR
SUBMISSIONS:
5th March 2020

CAUTION: Please at all times remember your safety.
This competition is about being creative and unusual not about risk-taking.
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Academic Spotlight: Languages
At RMH, we have a fantastic team of Language
teachers, who all bring humour and enthusiasm to our
lessons. From Latin to Modern Languages and English
as an Additional Language, the ability to communicate
across ages and cultures is a real gift. Here’s a little of
what’s happening in Languages…

Latin
In Latin, Year 7 are developing their vocabulary with
online quizzes, and the girls are embarking on translation
from English to Latin! Year 8 are discovering the joys of
present and past tenses – fun! Year 9 are looking at the
new 9-1 Latin exams as we support them in their GCSE
options decisions. For those who have taken the plunge
into GCSEs, Year 11 students have been studying Virgil’s
epic story of the Aeneid: the escape of Aeneas from
Troy, under the constant shadow of death! Gory indeed!
Latin is a fantastic language, giving learners the basis for
many modern languages, and a deeper understanding
of the grammar of our own English.

Year 7 students have been working on hobbies in
French, whilst Year 8 have been looking at the dreaded
adjectival agreement rules, and Year 9 have been
exploring the advantages and disadvantages of social
media.

Junior French
In the Junior School, Years 1 and 2 have been doing
practical work on parts of the body in French. Year 3
and 4 students have been learning about food and
drink, and some have written about “mon sandwich
imaginaire”, although some of the ingredients they
chose to put in them are most definitely not fit for
human consumption! Year 5 have done some superb
writing and speaking tasks on their daily routine and
students in Year 6 have watched a short video of some
students in their first year in a collège in France.

Modern Foreign Languages:
Senior French
There have been many highlights from the languages
department this term. The GCSE French students in Years
10 and 11 participated in what has become an annual
event, our Film Night. It’s an enjoyable extension of
our language lessons, as we watch a French film in a
relaxed atmosphere while enjoying some French snacks.
This time, we opted for a film which was completely
different in style and content from Les Choristes, which
we viewed last year and which the students really
enjoyed. Être et Avoir is a documentary style film based
around life in a small rural French school in the Puy-deDôme. This Bafta nominated film, which won a César
amongst other awards, was directed by Nichols Philibert
and was screened in 2002 at the Cannes film festival. In
discussions with some of the students after, we could
understand the universal success of this film, with its
gentle portrayal of life in a rural French community.

Spanish
The Year 11 Spanish linguists are looking forward to
their trip to Santander in Northern Spain at the end of
the Spring term, to experience some cultural activities
and do some final practice before their Spanish GCSE
speaking exam. On Tuesday 4th February we hosted a
school visit from a group of Peruvian students currently
studying at LTC, Twin English Centre in Eastbourne.
The group of 15-year-old Peruvian girls spent the
morning being interviewed in Spanish by our Year 11
GCSE Spanish group, and then touring the school.
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It was a great experience for everyone involved and
extremely useful and rewarding for our own pupils
in their preparation for their coming GCSE Spanish
examinations. With many thanks to Lorena Wait, leader
of the Peruvian group, and Mrs Vallantine for arranging
this visit.

Academic Heroes

Mr Sharp nominates Amily in Year 10 who:
started this term, straight from school in
China. Her English has improved rapidly
in her first few weeks, and she is putting
in huge effort to learn and understand
Japanese
specialist musical terminology, and learn new musical
Mary, Fan, Dora and Alicia have mastered the Japanese skills. I am very impressed with her commitment
Alphabets with remarkable speed in their Japanese
activity. Their written works are beautiful and priceless.
Liv in Year 9 has been nominated for her
They were almost complete beginners in September,
ingenious “Scrabble History”: the girls were
making Scrabble words for a topic starter.
but are already holding conversations, and their accent,
Liv scored over 60 with... wait for it... White
intonation and pronunciation are like native speakers.
Anglo Saxon Protestants (we are studying
They pair up for speaking and always support each
other if one falls behind – always showing kindness and America in the 1920s). I think that rather stumped the
mutual support. They certainly show teamwork and others - is it a word??? No, not really, but I was impressed!
friendship in class, and are a joy to teach! The linguists
Carys C. has been nominated: for always
continue to make the languages staff proud of all their
getting homework done on time, being
achievements. Well done!
organised and on task all the time in
English. Making fantastic progress and a
English as an Additional Language:
fabulous role model to her peers for her
EAL
motivation and work ethic.
In EAL, all girls are focusing on moving up the CEFR scale
Eleanor F-M. has been nominated for her
and passing exams such as FCE and IELTS. We have
support of her classmates: Eleanor supports
lots of lively discussions about current affairs (with Mrs
her peers in any way she can. She uses her
Westwood finding any excuse to turn their attention to
knowledge and understanding of topics to
environmental issues). Vocabulary and grammar are
help classmates; using it as a way to revise
constants in EAL classes with students getting to grips
with areas such as tenses, sentence transformation and herself. Eleanor shows kindness and empathy as she
and her peers prepare for their GCSEs.
academic language.

Roedean International

Unsung Heroes

On the go from dawn to dusk, the Roedean International
Pre-A Level girls have been squeezing in so much to
ensure they’re ready for their GCSEs this summer.
With just one year to prepare, all their subjects are
underpinned by their EAL lessons.

Mrs Ring has nominated Fan, in Year 11RI: Fan
continuously demonstrates true compassion and
kindness to all of her peers in any age group, supporting
in both academic and social challenges. Fan is always
willing to give up her time to help others and is seen
walking around the school with a smile on her face,
Mary, Fan, Lily, Alicia, Zoe and Dora make their lessons a brightening up the day of all she meets.
vibrant experience! Everything is up for discussion from
body language to social change, technology to health,
The Science department have nominated
to name but a few. With this focus on vocabulary and
Susana Tilney, our Science technician: She
general English, the girls are readied to write articles,
does a superb job and puts in a lot of work
reports, letters and summaries; primed to receive their
behind the scenes - enabling us to run a
academic lessons; and raring to share all the many good
range of practical activities each day.
things that go on within the wider school community.
Well done to all our girls - it’s a real pleasure to see you
all working so hard to develop your language skills, and
enjoying communicating in new languages!

Whose praises deserve to be sung?
We love to hear from you! Email us at:
news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk

Head’s Review

Arts Update

Visual Arts trip to the V&A

On Tuesday 28th January, the Visual Arts departments
took our Year 10-13 students to London to view a
number of collections at the V&A museum. As well as
opportunities to view sculptural, fine art and design
galleries, the trip took in the work of renowned fashion
photographer Tim Walker, with textiles students also
having the opportunity to view the work of designer
Mary Quant.
Walker’s exhibition, ‘Wonderful Things’, focussed on
his discovery of objects and treasures found within
the walls of the V&A museum. His photographs are his
emotional response to these meetings, and the stories
they conjured in his mind. Each new work is presented
within its own elaborate room, which also contains the
object that inspired it. These sets were as fundamental
to the exhibition as Walker’s photographs; using sound,
colour and light to immersive and disorienting effect.
They transform the typical gallery-going experience
into an entirely more fantastical affair. The work had
a profound impact. The combination of sound and
imagery created absorbing works which invited the girls
to experience the work as a journey through a series
of self-contained worlds, imagining themselves inside,
rather than just passively observing, Walker’s pictures.
His message appeared to be: in a world of uncertainty,

the ability to escape it all is a truly wonderful thing.
The first international retrospective of Quant’s work in
almost half a century explored the designer’s twentyyear heyday between 1955 and 1975. The exhibition
brought together over 120 garments – as well as
accessories, cosmetics, sketches and photographs from
the designer’s own archive – many on display for the
first time. Through brightly-coloured shift dresses, and
pinafores with Peter Pan collars made from stretchy
jersey, Quant’s designs represented a new freedom.
Quant broke away from the constrictive corsetry and
domesticated waspish waists of 1950s fashion, instead
defining the youth-led spirit of the 1960s. The exhibition
in the V&A highlighted to our girls the significance of
Mary Quant as a fashion trailblazer in the 1960s and
recognises her enduring influence on the British High
Street.
In addition to the exhibitions above, it is a little known
service, but visitors can arrange to study prints and
drawings from the collections at the V&A which are not
on display to the general public. One of our girls took
advantage of this opportunity, and booked a viewing
of prints by the artist Susan Ainsworth as part of her
research for her GCSE exam.
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Careers Update

Junior News

Years 11 and 12 have been meeting with careers
advisor Mark Anderson, who has come in twice over the
last two weeks to offer careers advice sessions. Mark is
a qualified Career Coach, whose work has taken him as
far as Eastern Europe and the USA. For his consultancy
work in schools, Mark was awarded Youth Coach of
the Year 2015 by the Coaching Academy, the largest
Life Coach training organisation in Europe. We are
delighted that our older girls are getting the benefit of
his support and expertise as they plan the next stages
of their lives, and consider life after RMH.

All Inside Out
Junior girls took part in our ‘Inside Out Day’ on Thursday
6th February, reflecting on how people may look as
though they are coping with things on the outside, but
often our feelings on the inside are very different. In
recognition of this and to support the work of Young
Minds, they wore items of their school uniform inside
out. Some girls even managed to wear every item of
their clothing the wrong way round!

The itchy seams, and general discomfort helped them
to think of the difficulty of feeling upset and not being
Our very own star, Frank Schulmeyer, Performing Arts’
able to show it - in this way we are all reminded to reach
Technician, led our Careers assembly on Monday 27th
out to those who might have isolated themselves to see
January on job opportunities in Sound Engineering.
that they are surrounded by friends and support.
Frank gave us examples of many possible career paths,
from working in theatre to television, pop concerts to
Hollywood blockbusters, as well as explaining his own
background in theatre and television productions.
He had found particularly interesting his involvement
in the early wildlife documentaries of Sir Richard
Attenborough, and then working on the successful Sean
Bean TV series, Sharpe. Frank also explained how sound
engineers had to ‘invent’ the sounds for the Star Wars
light sabers, The Millennium Falcon overdrive engines,
and a host of other world famous sound effects. We are also enjoying Friendly February - with a
happiness-boosting task each day; why not join us?
Fascinating! Many thanks once again to “King Frank”!
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/friendly-february

News from Home

Junior Diploma

Amelia, who is taking her GCSE Drama a year early this
year, spent the day on set last week, filming an advert.
We’re also delighted to hear that some of her superb
scenes from the BBC’s The Worst Witch, are featured
for a second time in the new season (catch her again in
season 4, episode 3)!

Well done to Beth R. and Bethany G. for attaining Gold
Balloons in the RMH Diploma!

Share your news!

We love to hear from you! Email us at:
news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
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Support for young people online:

Food for Thought...
Quotes from the field of Languages - our Spotlighted
subject this issue...
The past is always tense, the future perfect.
— Zadie Smith
The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.
— Ludwig Wittgenstein

https://www.bbc.com/ownit/

Calling female parents, carers & friends...
Back to Netball would like to invite you to the sessions
they run in our Sports Hall:

Do you know what a foreign accent is?
It’s a sign of bravery.
— Amy Chua
Learning is a treasure
that will follow its owner everywhere.
— Chinese Proverb

IMMINENT KEY DATES:

Details of sports fixtures can be found here.
Please contact Mrs Legate if you need the password
- alegate@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
13th February: GCSE Dance workshop
14th February: Mufti Day
14th February, 4pm: Half Term begins
20-22nd February: Plastic-Free Eastbourne’s beach
clean - to join in, and for more information, contact
plasticfreeeastbourne@gmail.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:

Back to Netball provides women of all ages with a
gentle re-introduction to the sport. Run by passionate
and enthusiastic coaches, sessions cover the basics of
the game including passing, footwork and shooting.
Sessions finish with a friendly game to put the skills
you have learnt into practice. Running across England
since 2009, over 110,000 women have taken part in
Back to Netball and realised the benefits of getting
involved. From losing weight, developing the body’s
cardiovascular system and improving muscle tone,
taking part in Back to Netball is great for you in so many
ways.
https://engage.englandnetball.co.uk/
sessionfinder?postcode=BN22
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/1013314579002854/?event_time_
id=1013314602336185
@RoedeanMoiraHouse

27 February, 5.30-6pm (Sitting Room): Careers
Presentation by ‘Firstpoint USA’: gaining sports’
scholarships to American Universities
5th March: World Book Day
10th March, 5pm (Y5 classroom): Y5/6 residential
trip meeting
12 March, 10-4pm (Gildredge House): Enterprise
Competition (selected Year 10 pupils)

TERM DATES 2019-20:

14th February, 4.15pm - 23rd February: Half Term
27th March, 12pm: End of Spring Term
19th April: Boarders Return
20th April: Summer Term begins
8th May: Bank Holiday (school closed)
22nd May, 4.15 - 31st May: Half Term
26th June, 12pm: End of Summer Term

www.roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
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