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Mission and Vision

ISHCMC Mission and Vision
International School Ho Chi Minh City (ISHCMC) in Vietnam educates students to construct an understanding
of knowledge and of their world through carefully developed learning and social skills.

Mission
As an IB World School, ISHCMC constructs a Culture of Achievement in an environment where students are
energized, engaged and empowered to become active participants in their communities.

Vision
ISHCMC’s vision is to be widely recognized as a school that nurtures a creative and collaborative learning
environment in which students and teachers seek to achieve beyond their goals, flourish as individuals, display
compassion, embrace challenge, take principled action on local and global issues and enjoy being part of their
community.

Values
At ISHCMC we value:
• Individual learners
• Creative and inquiring thinkers
• Learning beyond the classroom
• International mindedness
• Reflection and goal-setting
• Collaboration and connectivity
• Environmental sustainability
• Healthy and mindful choices
• Honest and principled actions

ISHCMC Principles of Learning

• All learners are capable of achieving their goals in a guided environment where there is an appropriate
balance of standards, challenge and support.
• Learning builds on prior knowledge and experiences and is contextual, meaningful and valuable.
• Learning is an active process that takes time and is strengthened through opportunities for error,
practice, reflection, and further revision of ideas.
• Motivation is a key factor in learning.
• Learning is effective when differentiated.
• Learning should take place in a safe engaging environment.
• Learning should encompass the personal, local and global, aiming to make for a better world.
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Will Hurtado
Secondary Principal
Welcome to the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme which is currently
the premier university admissions qualification globally. It is recognized in over 140
countries with many universities having IB Diploma specific admissions criteria that
are beneficial to those students who have tackled the challenges of this program.
The IB Diploma aims to provide a well–rounded experience that will prepare lifelong
learners with the ability to adapt to the constantly changing 21st society. Since the
IB began in 1968, there are now over a million graduates globally. You too will join
this community of IB graduates from a programme with a mission to produce internationally minded, caring
individuals who will make the world a better place.
This guide is an essential tool for assisting you to plan your course of study. We ask that you take some time to think
where your interests are, and in which areas you need development and growth. You should focus on the subjects
that are your strengths and always ensure your choices enable you to prepare for your future beyond ISHCMC.
It contains factual information that should be combined with discussions with teachers, the DP Coordinator and
Counselors. Remember, to set your standards high and also create a sustainable academic program which enables
you to involve yourself in a variety of learning opportunities and, ultimately, allows you to succeed.

Teresa Foard
Assistant Principal & IB DP Coordinator
I am proud to introduce you to the IB Diploma course selections and graduation
pathways at ISHCMC. We are delighted to offer an ever increasing number of IB
courses with more than 30 for you to choose from. You have the challenge and
excitement of making important selections that best suit your strengths and your
future aspirations. This guide will assist you to make those decisions. So too will
your teachers and our university counselling team who are here to advise and help
you. It is important to read this guide carefully and attend our IB Diploma Evening
and Exhibition. Current Diploma students and teachers will be at this event to discuss your options. This support
will help you to decide on a ‘pathway with purpose’ to graduation.
Over the two years of the programme, it is my role to support you with the academic calendar, assist you with
your approaches to learning (ATL) skills and help you to manage your time and tasks. I will monitor your progress,
encourage you and at times challenge you to ensure that you are on the ‘best fit’ pathway to graduation and
beyond. As your IB Diploma Coordinator, I am your main point of contact for all items concerning your academic
programme and progress at ISHCMC. I do hope you enjoy this important decision making process.
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Amy Thompson

Lee Baker

Secondary & University
Counselor

University & Careers
Adviser

The task of course selection can sometimes feel like an enormous decision. One strategy is to identify past
successes and imagine future possibilities by projecting the value of a particular course in the context of a
lifetime. Alternatively, choices might be based on more immediate needs, what feels comfortable or best
in the moment. Successful course selection is predicated on the compromise of those two very valuable
perspectives.
There are four key components of successful course selection:
1. Leverage and lean on your strengths. (Do what you do best.)
2. Take care of the ‘basics’. (Challenge yourself in English and Math.)
3. Do not narrow your focus. (Diversity is more valuable than specialization.)
4. Take special care of your opportunities for balance. (Creativity, Activity and Service – CAS)
The College and University counseling office can help you understand how certain course selections appear
in a university application. The support at ISHCMC from teachers, coordinators and counselors for healthy
and thoughtful course selection is extensive. The conversations between parents and their children will be as
unique as the individuals involved. Course selections should reflect that individuality. We encourage students
and their parents to work together to strike a balance between practicality and possibility.
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Pathways to Graduation

Pathways to Graduation
ISHCMC
High School
Diploma

IB Diploma
Pathway

IB Courses
Pathway

+ISHCMC High
School Diploma

+ISHCMC High
School Diploma

Graduation
Pathways to Graduation

Pathways to Graduation
At ISHCMC we believe in supporting students to pursue individual pathways with purpose to reflect their interests
and passions. We support students extensively to make healthy and thoughtful subject and pathway selections.
The conversations between parents, students and the school will be as unique as the individuals involved.
Selections should reflect that individuality and allow students to be the best student they can be.
ISHCMC High School Diploma
All students at ISHCMC are eligible to earn the ISHCMC High School Diploma. The ISHCMC High School
Diploma is equivalent to a North American High School Diploma and is accredited by the Council of International
Schools. Students may take any combination of IB and non IB courses, provided they earn a minimum of 25
credits from Grades 9 - 12 and meet the 95% attendance requirements. Please see the ISHCMC Secondary
School Handbook for details on credit requirements for graduation.
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Pathway 1 - IB Diploma Programme + ISHCMC High School Diploma
The majority of students at ISHCMC pursue the full IB Diploma. Students who meet the requirements of the
two–year IB Diploma Programme are awarded an IB Diploma by the International Baccalaureate Organisation
(IBO). To ensure both breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding students must:
Choose at least one subject from each of the following five group:			
1. Their best language,
2. An additional language
3. Individuals and societies
4. The sciences
5. Mathematics.						 						
6. Choose either an arts subject or a second subject from one of the groups above.
Choose at least three subjects at Higher Level, while the remaining are taken at Standard Level.
Complete the core elements of the program consisting of:
1. The extended essay,
2. Theory of knowledge (TOK)
3. Creativity, action, service (CAS).
Pathway 2 - IB Diploma Courses + ISHCMC High School Diploma
Students may choose to pursue an IB Diploma Courses pathway in individual IB subjects. Normally students
would select 5 IB subjects however it is possible to pursue less than 5 subjects. Both these options require
consultation and approval from the IB DP Coordinator. If this pathway is pursued, students will take IB classes
and complete IB assessments. They will receive an official IB certificate for the IB courses completed. There is
no requirement to take three courses at Higher Level and the extended essay and TOK does not have to be
completed (although IB Courses candidates may choose to do the EE and/or TOK). CAS must be completed
as a graduation requirement from ISHCMC.
Additional Pathway - High School Courses
Some students may decide to pursue some or all subjects at High School (Non IB) level rather than IB level.
High School level subjects are differentiated IB subjects. The teaching and learning philosophy for High School
subjects is the same as the IB philosophy. High School subjects will include modifications to the assessment
tasks or the application of assessment criteria. Students undertaking High School level subjects are able to
take some subjects at IB level and will take IB exams in those subjects. They will receive an official IB certificate
for the IB courses completed. CAS must be completed as a graduation requirement from ISHCMC.

The IB Diploma Programme in Detail
The IB Diploma Programme is an academically rigorous two–year (Grades 11–12) program where students
study six subjects concurrently. Typically, three subjects are chosen at Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard
Level (SL), although students may opt for four HL and two SL subjects.
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IB Diploma Programme in Detail

The IB Diploma Programme model

Choose subjects from
the 6 subject groups
Group 1

Studies in Language & Literature

Group 2

Language Acquisition

Group 3

Individuals & Societies

Group 4

Sciences

Group 5

Mathematics

Group 6

The Arts

Components of the
IB Diploma Programme
3 Higher Level Subjects
3 Standard Level Subjects
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Extended Essay (EE)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

The IB Diploma Programme Core
Students engage in the three elements of the IB Diploma Programme Core: Theory of Knowledge (TOK), the
Extended Essay (EE) and Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS). The Core supports the aim of the IB to develop the
whole person. The Diploma extends students beyond the acquisition of knowledge, and they are supported to
build the skills to enjoy life to the fullest while learning values that lead to a positive contribution to society
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The IB Learner Profile
The IB aims to provide the framework to develop “caring young people who help to create a better and
more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.” The IB Learner Profile describes
the attributes fostered in students at ISHCMC in support of these aims. ISHCMC students are:

Inquirers

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for
inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with
enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning
throughout life.

Thinkers

We use critical and creative thinking skills to
analyze and take responsible action on complex
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned,
ethical decisions.

Principled

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong
sense of fairness and justice, and with respect
for the dignity and rights of people everywhere.
We take responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

Caring

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We
have a commitment to service, and we act to make
a positive difference in the lives of others and in the
world around us.

Balanced

We understand the importance of balancing
different aspects of our lives–intellectual, physical,
and emotional–to achieve well-being for ourselves
and others. We recognize our interdependence with
other people and with the world in which we live.
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Knowledgeable

We develop and use conceptual understanding,
exploring knowledge across a range of disciplines.
We engage with issues and ideas that have local
and global significance.

Communicators

We express ourselves confidently and creatively
in more than one language and in many ways. We
collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the
perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Open–minded

We critically appreciate our own cultures and
personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of
points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.

Risk–takers

We approach uncertainty with forethought and
determination; we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative
strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the
face of challenges and change.

Reflective

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own
ideas and experience. We work to understand our
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our
learning and personal development.

Why the IB?
10 Reasons why the IB Diploma Programme (DP)
is ideal preparation for university

1

2

IB students care
about more than
just results

It increases academic
opportunity
Research*shows that DP graduates are much
more likely to be enrolled at top higher
education institutions than entrants

and independent
learner

Through creativity, action, service (CAS)
you learn outside the classroom and
develop emotionally and ethically as
well as intellectually.

For example, the extended essay
requires independent research
through an in-depth study.

5
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The IB
encourages
critical thinking
Learn how to analyse and evaluate
issues, generate ideas and consider
new perspectives.

Graduates are

4

Language classes encourage an
international mindset, key for
increasingly globalized societies.

It’s an
international
The DP is recognized globally
by universities and employers.
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7
DP students have
proven time
management skills
Take good study habits and strong
time management to further
education and the working world.

3

8

Subjects are not
taught in isolation
Theory of knowledge (TOK) classes
encourage you to make connections
between subjects.

It assesses more
than examination
techniques

10
breadth and
depth of learning
You are able to choose courses from
six subject groups and study

Learn to understand, not just
memorize facts or topics and
prepare for exams.
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30+ Courses Offered

30+ Courses Offered
All subjects listed in this guide are subject to change should there be insufficient student numbers to run the
subject.

Group Description

Course Offerings

Group 1

Language & Literature
or Literature

English A Language & Literature (HL/SL)
English A Literature (HL/SL)
Korean A Language & Literature (HL/SL)
Vietnamese A Literature (HL/SL)
School Supported Self–Taught Language (SL)

Group 2

Language Acquisition

English B (HL)
French B (HL/SL
Mandarin B (HL/SL)
Spanish B (HL/SL)
Mandarin Ab initio (SL)
Spanish Ab initio (SL)

Group 3

Individuals & Societies

Business Management (HL/SL)
Economics (HL/SL)
Geography (HL/SL)
Global Politics (HL/SL)
History (HL/SL)
Psychology (HL/SL)

Group 4

Sciences

Biology (HL/SL), Chemistry (HL/SL)
Design Technology (HL/SL)
Environmental Systems & Societies (SL)
Physics (HL/SL)
Sports Exercise & Health Science (HL/SL)

Group 5

Mathematics

Mathematics Analysis and Approaches (HL/SL),
Mathematics Applications and Interpretations (HL/SL)

Group 6

The Arts

Film (HL/SL)
Music (HL/SL)
Theater (HL/SL)
Visual Arts (HL/SL)
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Online Learning
ISHCMC supports students to study IB subjects online with Pamoja Education in a variety of subjects
that ISHCMC cannot offer face to face. The school can offer support for students as they undertake this
independent, online study. Parents are responsible for payment of the Pamoja fees if their child chooses and is
approved to undertake an online subject. Tuition fees range from US $1292 to $1956 per year.
More information on Pamoja courses and fees can be found at their website:
http://www.pamojaeducation.com

Eligibility for online learning
Students must obtain a level 4 in MYP Language Acquisition, or the equivalent, and have strong ATL skills to
be approved to study online.

Language Pathways - MYP to DP
ISHCMC adheres to the following IB Language continuum pathway guidance.

MYP

DP

Phase 1

AB Initio

Phase 2

AB Initio (in rare cases)
Language B SL

Phase 3

Language B SL

Phase 4

Language B SL/HL

Phase 5

Language B SL/HL

Phase 5

It is recommended the student has at
least one semester in MYP language and
literature before starting these DP courses.

Language A: literature SL
Language A: language and literature SL
Literature and performance SL

Phase 6

It is recommended the student has at
least one semester in MYP language and
literature before starting these DP courses.

Language A: literature SL/HL
Language A: language and literature SL/HL
Literature and performance SL
MYP Language Acquisition guide (2015)
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30+ Courses Offered
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Education is not the filling of the pail, but
the lighting of the fire.
- Oscar Wilde -

Group 1

In the IB, there is an emphasis on supporting the development of the student’s mother
tongue, as well as on learning new languages. Each student will ideally study his or her
“best” language for Group 1. Students may also study a second Language and Literature
course instead of Language B.
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Language A: Language & Literature - SL/HL
(English and Korean)
Course Overview: Students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in a variety
of media. By examining communicative acts across literary form and textual type alongside
appropriate secondary readings, students will investigate the nature of language itself and the
ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity and culture. Approaches to study in the
course are meant to be wide-ranging and can include literary theory, sociolinguistics, media
studies and critical discourse analysis among others.

Course Prerequisite: Two or more years in a MYP, or equivalent, English A class (Phase 5 or
above).

Group 1
Language & Literature
Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Individual Oral

Paper 1: Guided Literary Analysis
Paper 2: Comparative Essay
HL Essay

Language A: Literature - SL/HL (English and Vietnamese)
Course Overview: Students will focus exclusively on literary texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual
criticism. Students explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of literary language and textuality, and
the relationship between literature and the world.

Course Prerequisite: Two or more years in a MYP, or equivalent, English A class (Phase 5 or above).

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Individual Oral

Paper 1: Guided Literary Analysis
Paper 2: Comparative Essay
HL Essay

School Supported Self-Taught Language A Literature - SL Only
(40+ languages are offered)
Course Overview: In support of a student’s mother tongue, if the language is not offered at ISHCMC, an
alternative is the School Supported Self–Taught (SSST) option. Students will focus exclusively on literary
texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual criticism, aligned with the English and Vietnamese Literature
courses. Students explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of literary language and textuality, and
the relationship between literature and the world.

Students are assigned a school supervisor who liaises between the student, parents and tutor. Although the
school can help, it is the responsibility of the student and parents to arrange and pay for a tutor who meets
face-to-face or online with the student at least 1 time per school cycle, either during or after the school day.

Course Prerequisite: This course is for students who have sufficient proficiency in the chosen language to
engage in literary discussion. Students should have strong ATL skills; be self-directed, possess good timemanagement skills and be able to study independently.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Individual Oral

Paper 1: Guided Literary Analysis
Paper 2: Comparative Essay
HL Essay
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You live a new life for every language
you speak.
- A Czech Proverb -

For Group 2, students may choose a language to acquire at a level that provides an
appropriate challenge. An alternative to a Group 2 language is to choose a second
language to study as a Group 1 course.

Group 2

Language B - SL/HL (English, French, Spanish, Mandarin)
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Course Overview: Language B is an additional language-learning course designed for students
with some previous learning of that language. The main focus of the course is on language
acquisition and development of language skills. These language skills should be developed
through the study and use of a range of written and spoken material. Such material will extend
from everyday oral exchanges to literary texts, and should be related to the culture(s) concerned.
The material is chosen to enable students to develop mastery of language skills and intercultural
understanding.

Course Prerequisite: English B - Only students that have been in an English medium school for
less than two years are eligible.

Group 2
Language Acquisition
Other languages: Students may choose a language to acquire at a level that provides an appropriate
challenge.
SL Course Prerequisite: 2 years of study of the language (Phase 2 or above)
HL Course Prerequisite: students can express ideas verbally and in written form in the target language to a
degree of coherency. (Phase 3 and 4)

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Interactive Oral
Individual Oral

Paper 1: Receptive Skills
Paper 2: Written Productive Skills

Language Ab initio - SL (Mandarin and Spanish)
Course Overview: This course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural
understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where the language studied
is spoken. is process encourages the learner to go beyond the con nes of the classroom, expanding an
awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity. The language ab initio course develops
students’ linguistic abilities through the development of receptive, productive and interactive skills by providing
them opportunities to respond and interact appropriately in a de ned range of everyday situations. Language
ab initio is available at standard level only.

Course Prerequisite: None or minimal background/Phase 1 or 2 (*Phase 2 at the discretion of the
Coordinator)

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Individual Oral Assessment

Paper 1: Receptive Skills
Paper 2: Written Productive Skills
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Cultivate peace and harmony
with all.
- George Washington -

For Group 3, students choose a subject which falls under the category that is commonly
known as “human sciences” or “social sciences studies.” These subjects explore the
interactions between people and their environment in a cultural and social context.

Group 3

Business Management - SL/HL
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Course Overview: The study of business management develops understanding of international
cooperation and responsible citizenship as well as an appreciation for the ethical concerns
and social responsibility in the global business environment. It aims to foster students’
understandings of international perspective of business and to promote cultural diversity through
the study of essential topics in business management. Business management provides the
opportunity for students to develop an understanding of business practices and skills, as well
as business theory. Students in business management will analyze complex business activities
while considering the cultural and economic context in which a business operates.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies
or an equivalent course.

Group 3
Individuals & Societies
Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Written Commentary SL
Research Project HL

Paper 1
Paper 2

Economics - SL/HL
Course Overview: This course emphasizes theories of macro and micro economics and how they are
applied in real–world issues. Key issues are fluctuations in economic activity, international trade, economic
development and environmental sustainability. Students are expected to reflect on the ethical implications of
economic end–goals at a local and global level. In this way, through analysis and inquiry, students develop
international perspectives of the effects of economic change in an increasingly interdependent world.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies or an
equivalent course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Portfolio - three commentaries based on different
sections of the syllabus

Paper 1
Paper 2

Geography - SL/HL
Course Overview: The Geography course is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the interactions
between individuals, societies, and the physical environment. It seeks to identify trends and patterns in these
interactions and examines the processes behind them. The IB DP Geography also investigates the way that
people adapt and respond to change. It evaluates management strate- gies humans have developed in
response to these changes. The geography course embodies global and international awareness in several
distinct ways. It examines key global issues, such as poverty, sustainability, and climate change. It considers
examples and detailed case studies at a variety of scales, from local to regional, national and international. e
content is underpinned by the four key concepts of the course: Places, Power, Processes, and Possibilities.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies or equivalent
course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Field Work

Paper 1: Optional themes
Paper 2: Core
Paper 3: HL only		
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Global Politics - SL/HL
Course Overview: The Global Politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality,
sustainability and peace in a range of contexts. It allows students to develop an understanding of the local,
national, international and global dimensions of political activity and processes, as well as to explore political
issues affecting their own lives. The course helps students to understand abstract political concepts by
grounding them in real-world examples and case studies.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies or an
equivalent course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Engagement Activity - SL
Global Politics Challenge - HL only

Paper 1
Paper 2

History - SL/HL
Course Overview: The DP History course is a world history course based on a comparative and multiperspective approach to history. It involves the study of different types of history, including political, economic,
social and cultural, and provides a balance of structure and flexibility. The course emphasizes the importance
of developing skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts an emphasis on developing the skills of
critical thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. e course involves
a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past. There are six key concepts that have particular
prominence throughout the DP history course: change, continuity, causation, consequence, significance and
perspectives.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies or an
equivalent course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Historical investigation

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3 (HL only)
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Group 3
Individuals & Societies
Psychology - SL/HL
Course Overview: Psychology is the rigorous and systematic study of mental processes and behavior. It
is a complex subject which draws on concepts, methods and understandings from a number of different
disciplines. There is no single approach that would describe or explain mental processes and behavior on its
own as human beings are complex animals, with highly developed frontal lobes, cognitive abilities, involved
social structures and cultures. The study of behavior and mental processes requires a multidisciplinary
approach and the use of a variety of research techniques whilst recognizing that behavior is not a static
phenomenon, it is adaptive, and as the world, societies and challenges facing societies change, so does
behavior.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Individuals and Societies or an
equivalent course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Experimental study report

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3 (HL only)
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Old man’s advice to youth: never
lose a holy curiosity.
- Albert Einstein -

The IB emphasizes the need for students to learn about the overarching Nature of Science
(NOS). Through inquiry and active discussions, students are expected to learn about
scientific endeavor, how science impacts public opinion and the role of collaboration in
the development of scientific ideas. All DP Science courses combine experiential scientific
investigation and information technology skills with theoretical study.

Group 4

Biology - SL/HL
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Course Overview: Through the study of biology students should become aware of how
biologists work and communicate with one another. In this course, there is an emphasis on a
practical approach through experimental work. In this context all biology students should be able
to develop their experimental and scientific investigative skills, develop their ability to analyze,
evaluate, and synthesize biological information, and to apply and use the body of knowledge,
methods and techniques that characterize working biologists. The Biology course is aimed at
students who wish to learn about living organisms and the structures and systems by which they
function, evolve and affect one another. Cells, Biochemistry, Ecology, Genetics and Evolution
underpin this course and are the basis for analyzing a variety of situations of biological discovery.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent
learning experience.

Group 4
Sciences
Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Scientific investigation

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

Chemistry - SL/HL
Course Overview: This course provides the widest opportunities for further study in Science. Chemical
principles underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all biological systems. Students will
learn inorganic and organic chemistry as well as learn about energetics and equilibrium as a basis for wider
studies in Chemistry or other Sciences at university.

Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience. Chemistry HL should be taken in combination with Mathematics SL or HL.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Scientific investigation

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

Design Technology - SL/HL
Course Overview:The creative tension between theory and practice is what characterizes design technology
within the DP sciences subject group. Inquiry and problem-solving are at the heart of the subject. DP design
technology requires the use of the DP design cycle as a tool, which provides the methodology used to
structure the inquiry and analysis of problems, the development of feasible solutions, and the testing and
evaluation of the solution. In Diploma Programme design technology, a solution can be defined as a model,
prototype, product or system that students have developed independently.
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Design project

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3 (HL Only)
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Environmental Systems & Societies - SL
Course Overview:This course is an interdisciplinary group 3 and 4 course that is offered at a standard
level (SL) only. The subject provides students with a coherent perspective of interrelationships between
environmental systems and societies. Students will form personal responses to a wide range of environmental
issues and will evaluate the scientific, ethical and socio–political aspects of issues.
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Practical project

Paper 1
Paper 2

Physics - SL/HL
Course Overview:Physics is the most fundamental of the sciences as it seeks to explain the universe itself,
from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies. Physics is explored as a human
activity, involving observation, experimentation and theoretical modeling. This includes both classic Physics as
well as more recent articulations of the physical world. Mathematics is viewed as a language of physics and
therefore proficiency in Mathematics is essential for Physics students.
Course Prerequisite: Students will have studied Grade 10 Integrated Science or an equivalent learning
experience course. HL Physics should be taken in combination with SL or HL Mathematics.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Science investigation

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

Sports Exercise & Health Science - SL/HL
Course Overview:This course involves the application of scientific principles in sports and exercise as well
as critical analysis of human performance. The course incorporates the traditional disciplines of anatomy and
physiology, biomechanics, psychology and nutrition in the pursuit of excellence in sport.
Course Prerequisite: Some background knowledge of scientific investigation at a Grade 10 level.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Science investigation

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3

28

Group 4
Sciences
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Mathematics is the music of reason.
- James Joseph Sylvester -

Mathematics can be seen as a set of abstract ideas, a system of knowledge or as
a useful tool. In the IB Diploma Programme, Mathematics is viewed as a key to
understanding the world and is therefore a compulsory course.

Group 5

Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches - SL/HL
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Course Overview: This course has an emphasis on calculus appropriate for pure
mathematicians. The course is intended for students who wish to pursue studies in
mathematics at university or subjects that have a large mathematical content. The course
has been designed for students who enjoy developing mathematical arguments, problem
solving and exploring real and abstract applications, both with and without technology.
Course Prerequisite:
• Standard Level: this course is most similar to the Mathematics SL course. It

is accessible to students from both MYP Standard and Extended Mathematics
pathways; however, students in the Standard pathway need a minimum of a 5 to be
recommended for this course.
• Higher Level: this course is most similar to the Mathematics HL course. It is

accessible to students from the MYP Extended Mathematics pathway. Students need
a minimum of a 5 to be recommended for this course.

Group 5
Mathematics
*Possible Career Pathways: pure mathematics, physical science (physics, chemistry, astronomy and earth
science), engineering, and economics.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Exploration

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3 (HL Only)

Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation - SL/HL
This course has an emphasis on statistics, modelling and the use of technology. The course is intended
for students with an interest in the applications of mathematics and how technology can support this. The
course has been designed for students who enjoy describing the real world and solving practical problems
using mathematics, those who are interested in harnessing the power of technology alongside exploring
mathematical models.
Course Prerequisite:
• Standard Level: this course is most similar to the Mathematical Studies SL course. It is accessible to

students from both MYP Standard and Extended Mathematics pathways.
• Higher Level: this course has an emphasis on statistics. It is accessible to students from the MYP

Extended Mathematics pathway.
*Possible Career Pathways: statistics, social sciences, a selection of natural sciences and business.

Please note that these pathways are suggested by the IBO. Students are encouraged to ensure they choose
the correct course based on the entrance requirements from the universities which they wish to attend.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Exploration

Paper 1
Paper 2
Paper 3 (HL Only)
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Creativity takes courage.
- Henri Matisse -

The fundamental human need to communicate personal and social meaning through art is
explored through the subjects in Group 6. These subjects encourage respect for cultural
and aesthetic differences and promote creative thinking and problem solving.

Group 6

Film - SL/HL
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Course Overview: The Diploma Programme film course aims to develop students’ skills so
that they become adept in both interpreting and making film texts. Through the study and
analysis of film texts and exercises in film–making, students will explore film history, theory and
socio–economic background. The course develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to
appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives in film. Students are taught to
consider film texts, theories and ideas from the points of view of different individuals, nations and
cultures.
Course Prerequisite: None.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Film portfolio
Collaborative film project (HL only)

Textual analysis
Comparative study

Group 6
The Arts
Music - SL/HL

Course Overview: This is an enriching academic course through which students can appreciate the diversity
and universality of music and its expression of cultural thought. It provides a foundation for further study in
music at university level or as a career pathway.
Course Prerequisite: Some working skill in playing a musical instrument is essential for students who wish to
study Music as part of the Diploma Programme. During this course, students will not receive lessons in learning
to play an instrument, but rather in musical theory, composition and performance. Therefore, throughout the
course, students are expected to continue to develop their skills in playing their chosen instrument outside
lesson time.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Creating and performing

Listening paper
Music links paper

Theater - SL/HL
Course Overview: This course is designed to encourage students to examine theater in its diversity of forms
around the world. This may be achieved through a critical study of the theory, history and culture of theater,
and will find expression through workshops, devised work or scripted performance. Students will come to
understand the act of imagining and producing theater in its past and present contexts and how this is a form
that investigates and finds explanations for the world around us.
Course Prerequisite: None

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Collaborative project

Director’s notebook
Research presentation
Solo theatre piece (HL only)

Visual Arts - SL/HL
Course Overview: This course encourages an active exploration of Visual Arts in the students’ own cultural
heritage as well as others’. The focus of this course is for students to study and produce art while locating
their ideas in an international context. Students are encouraged to develop a critical and personal view through
investigative techniques as well as skills associated with the production of art.
Course Prerequisite: There are no prerequisites for this course and it is suited for students with diverse career
aspirations. There is no written examination, although regular critical reflections must be recorded in the form of
the investigative workbook throughout the course.

Internal Assessment

External Assessment

Exhibition folio

Comparative study
Process portfolio
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Students often ask how some of their course decisions can impact their future career choices.
We have collated some frequently asked questions (FAQs) that you may find useful.

I don’t want to be an artist or musician. Why should I
choose an Arts subject?

FAQ

Studying the Arts is an opportunity to develop skills of analysis and interpretation of a wide
range of cultural products of human expression. It develops students’ understanding of the
human spirit and the world.
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Competitive universities around the world are interested in students who have a wide range
of skills as well as aptitude in their chosen field. Choosing an Arts subject, developing new
perspectives and expressing these ideas can often give university applicants a feature that
makes them stand out.
If a student is sure that he or she wishes to apply for a specialized field such as medicine,
however, it would be more appropriate to choose a second Science instead of one of the Arts
subjects.

FAQ
What do I do if I want to change my courses after the beginning of
Grade 11?
Students may add or drop courses within a period of 20 teaching days from the start of the academic year. If
a student does wish to add or drop a course, he or she must obtain written permission from parents, the IB
Diploma Programme Coordinator and the University Counsellor.
After 20 days, changes to selections should occur only if:
• A student finds the course is not meeting his or her expectations.
• Any further issues deemed academically relevant.
A form must be collected from the IB Coordinator to request this change.

I would get a better grade if I chose Chinese Ab initio instead of
Chinese B for Group 2. Can I choose this option?
Language B courses are designed to provide students with an appropriate challenge and learning experience.
The skills of each student are ascertained at the time of course selection and placement in courses is guided
to ensure the integrity of the IB Diploma Programme is maintained.
If a student has the skills in a particular language to study the SL or HL Language B course, it is inappropriate
to choose the Ab initio option.

Is it better to choose two Language A subjects or to choose one Language
A & one Language B subject?
The important difference between Language A and B courses is the level of ability and prior learning in that
language.
Language B is focussed on acquiring a language and its application in cultural context. Language A is for
students who can read, write and speak the language proficiently. For example a student attaining a 5 or above
in MYP Grade 10 English Language & Literature would take English A.
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IB Examination Fee

IB Examination Fees
Additional fees are charged by the IB for exam registrations. ISHCMC will issue an invoice to families as
soon as registration is complete with the IB, typically by December 1 in Grade 12. Please note that due to
Vietnamese tax laws, an additional charge will be levied to cover the costs of withholding tax in relation to
this transaction in terms of both VAT and CIT. All other administrative, invigilation and freight costs to have the
completed exam papers marked will be covered by the school. See the IB scale of fees below:

Scale of Fees
1. Annual fee (per school)

USD

VND

11,650

270,629,500

119

2,764,370

2. Subject fee (per subject per candidate)
The fee is for each subject a candidate is registered for

3. Core fees (per candidate)
The fee is for each core requirement of the DP a course candidate is registered for, and for diploma
candidates retaking a core requirement. These core fees do not apply to a diploma category registration.
Extended essay (EE)

91

2,113,930

Theory of knowledge (TOK)

46

1,068,580

Creativity, activity, service (CAS)

10

232,300

4. Late subject fee (per subject per candidate)
The fee is for the addition of a subject and each amendment to a subject, level or response language,
including TOK or an EE, after the first registration deadline.
During the late registration period

38

882,740

After the late registration period
(After the six-month retake deadline)

150

3,484,500

Category 1 re-mark – per candidate/subject/level

123

2,857,290

Category 1 report (stage 1: return of material) – per candidate/subject/
level

18

418,140

Category 1 report (stage 2: report) – per candidate/subject/level

211

4,901,530

Category 2A – per subject/level/component

55

1,277,650

Category 2B – per candidate/subject/level

18

418,140

Category 3 re-moderation – per subject/level sample

296

6,876,080

5. Enquiry upon results
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NOTES
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D2, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Secondary Campus
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D2, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
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