Resolutions-Proposals to Address an Issue (1-4 pages)
A Resolution is meant to provide a solution to a problem. Resolutions consist of two
major parts – the Preamble section and Operative section. The below is meant to
provide a useful guide to structuring these two parts into a cohesive whole.

Preambulatory Clauses
The preamble of a resolution states the reasons for which the committee is addressing the
Agengda Issue and highlights past international action on the issue. Each clause begins with a
present participle (called a preambulatory phrase) and ends with a comma. Preambulatory
clauses can include:


References to the UN Charter and UN Universal Dec of Human Rights;



Citations of past UN resolutions or treaties on the topic under discussion;



Mentions of statements made by the Secretary-General or a relevant UN body or agency;



Recognition of the efforts of regional or nongovernmental organizations in dealing with the
issue; and



General statements on the topic, its significance and its impact.

Source. http://www.unausa.org

Operative Clauses
Operative clauses state the solutions that the sponsors of the resolution proposes to resolve the
issues. The operative clauses should address the issues specifically mentioned in the preambulatory clauses above it.

It’s very simple to write an operative clause. First, take a solution that you want to include in the
draft resolution. You then take that solution, combine it with an underlined operative phrase, and
end it with a semicolon (the last operative clause ends with a period). Operative clauses are also
numbered. This differentiates them from pre-ambulatory clauses, helps show logical progression
in the resolution, and makes the operative clauses easy to refer to in speeches and comments.
Here are some example operative phrases from UNA-USA’s website that you can choose from:

Source: http://bestdelegate.com

See the attached sample resolution. Note the heading format (each page) and that
preambulatory clauses are separated by commas, operative clauses by semicolons.

