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My Dad coached hundreds of Enumclaw and Black Diamond 
children in summer baseball for more than 30 years.  He 
started before my brothers and I were born.  With a seven and 
a half year spread between each of my brothers and me (total 
of 15 years), he coached a lot of years beginning when we 
were young and coaching us until high school . . . doing this 
three times!  

I hear he wanted to stop coaching after my brother Tim, 
but my mom wouldn’t let him because I had not had the 
opportunity to be coached by him!  Over the years, he had 
many dads who would help him.  During my era, it was Deryl 
Sleigh.  My parents were good friends of Mr. & Mrs. Sleigh.  
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JOIN US!

Enumclaw School District does not discriminate in any programs or ac  vi  es on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, 
color, na  onal origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orienta  on, gender expression or iden  ty, marital status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides 
equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to 
handle ques  ons and complaints of alleged discrimina  on:

Sec  on 504/ADA Coordinator
Keri Marquand
2929 McDougall Ave, Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(360) 802-7104

Title IX/Chapter 28A.640 RCW Offi  cer
Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator
Stephanie Berryhill 
2929 McDougall Ave, Enumclaw, WA 98022
(360) 802-7113
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Mike Nelson
Superintendent
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Two of their children Mike and Whitney are among my 
very best friends.  Besides my mom, Mr. Sleigh was one 
of the only other individuals who regularly called me 
Michael.  

Mr. Sleigh was Principal of Westwood when I was 
growing up.  Mike, Whitney and I would spend many of 
our summer days on the Westwood playground playing 
pick-up games of football, basketball and baseball 
depending upon how many Westwood neighborhood 
kids would join us.  I have no doubt that his model as 
Westwood Principal had an impact on why I became a 
school administrator.

After retiring from Westwood in the mid-1980’s and 
after raising their fi ve children, the Sleigh’s continued 
to be loyal Hornet fans.  They were regular fans at 
games including the recent Battle of the Bridge Hornet 
Baseball game.  The Sleighs are also known for their 
dancing.  They are the “model” dancers at both the 
Black Diamond and Enumclaw Senior Centers!

On Friday, I received the news that Mr. Sleigh had 
passed away at age 93.  Here are just a few excerpts 
from his obituary:

“Deryl also leaves behind a large crowd of other 
children (now middle aged or older) who he loved and 
who loved him in return. The best part of his day was 
spending time on the playground at Westwood School 
reveling in the games and laughter of childhood. When 
asked how old he was, he would always answer, “I’m 
92!” He was always young at heart.”

“He thoroughly enjoyed watching his children and 

grandchildren compete in sports, 
rarely missing a game or match. 
His only ask on retirement was for 
a lifetime pass to attend Enumclaw 
sports events. The last time he 
used it was a couple of weeks ago 
watching the Enumclaw-White River 
Hornet rivalry at Osborne Field.”

“Deryl and Dorothy loved to dance! 
The Deryl & Dorothy Sleigh Dance 
for Life Fund has been established 
to support dancing in fi fth grade 
classrooms. Please send donations 
to:
Deryl & Dorothy Sleigh Dance for 
Life Fund
Enumclaw Schools Foundation
C/O Enumclaw School District
2929 McDougall Avenue
Enumclaw, Washington 98022”

Mr. Sleigh led a full life dedicating so 
much of his energy to championing 
public education and in particular 
the students of the Enumclaw School 
District.  Let this love of children, 
public schools, and dancing inspire 
us!  He was a model for us all. 
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LET’S CELEBRATE!
Our Business and Opera  ons staff  have earned tremendous marks on 
a recent audit!  Our Board of Directors commended the team on their 
achievements during a fi nancial audit conducted by the Washington 
State Auditor’s Offi  ce.  The annual audit was performed on site during 
December 2018 reviewing all district fi nancial accounts along with the 
Federal food service program accounts.  The fi nal report was delivered 
with the best possible outcome, essen  ally earning the District a perfect 
score with their excellent work.  Congratula  ons to our Business and 
Opera  ons offi  ce staff  on a job well done!

CAPITAL PROJECTS UPDATE
Enumclaw High School’s Phase 2, Area 5 will expand the spaces used by health and 
physical educa  on with a wrestling room and three classrooms, plus adds an incredible 
music educa  on suite.  
Recent Area 5 work includes:
1. Roofi ng Detail Work Completed (weather permi   ng). 
2. Pick Up framing con  nues in all areas.
3. Exterior GYP Sheathing, HM Frame Se   ng, Window Installa  on, GWB Hang/Tape/
Finish, Ba   Insula  on Installa  on, HVAC Rough-In, Electrical Rough-In, and Comple  on 
of Chiller Hookups are ongoing.
4. Early Wall Rough-In for Insula  on/Pre-Rock and Fire Sprinkler Rough-In is complete.
5. Plumbing/Piping Rough-In is ongoing in Area 5E Level 2.
6. Wall and Exposed Electrical Rough-In in Zone C has begun and is ongoing.
7. Wall and Exposed Ceiling Plumbing/Piping Rough-In in Zone C has begun and is 
ongoing.
8. Skylight and Skylight Flashing installa  on has begun and is ongoing.
9. Metal Flashing Installa  on occurs as areas become available.

Phase 3 Site Work began earlier than scheduled and the crews are focusing on: 
- Grading for Bus Loop/Infi ltra  on Pond/Etc. 
- Site Prep for Sidewalks and Landscape
- Complete Storm

The accolades con  nue for our Transporta  on department on 
earning a perfect score during the fl eet inspec  on conducted 
by Washington State Patrol this winter.  WSP performs surprise 
inspec  ons several  mes throughout the school year to ensure 
our fl eet of vehicles is safe for students and staff .  Addi  onally, 
all buses in our fl eet are in service; this represents an incredible 
partnership by our mechanics, drivers and offi  ce staff .  We’re proud 
of each of our transporta  on staff  members and grateful for their 
commitment to safety!

With the help of King County Green Schools, Enumclaw 
Middle School’s Green Team enjoyed an experience called 
Trash on a Tarp. The purpose is to analyze how students 
and staff are doing with composting, recycling and reducing 
waste at lunch. The Green Team will now work to create a 
plan to improve their efforts as part of the Green Schools’ 
program. Way to go EMS Timberwolves for staying focused 
on your goals and the environment!

Trenton, a third grader at Byron Kibler 
Elementary, wrote a book entitled The 
Dino Who Never Made Mistakes. He’s 
fi nally getting to combine his love 
of art and dinosaurs into a fi ctional 
children’s book meant to teach readers 
the lesson that we all make mistakes 
from time to time, and it’s better to 
be true to yourself than trying to look 
good in front of others.


