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American International School of Guangzhou

ANOTE FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE

Dear Parent/Guardian,

(Scroll down for Chinese translation)

(BRI R ERY R SCENIE)

As you may be aware, the Chinese health authorities have confirmed reports of an ongoing outbreak
of pneumonia caused by a novel (new) coronavirus. AISG takes the health and safety of your child
very seriously and | would like to share the proactive measures being taken to ensure our community

is a safe and healthy learning environment for all:

« All service vendors have received instructions to ensure their staff are trained accordingly
during the flu season;

« Alist of travel destinations of all uniform staff for the CNY break has been created;

« All offices and classrooms have been sterilized with UV light;

» The student bus company has equipped student buses with UV lights for sterilization and will
provide adequate face masks for each bus;

« Additional face masks are stored at both school nurse rooms for students experiencing flu-like

symptoms.

To support a safe and healthy school environment, the school already has in place a number of
preventative measures to control the spread of flu-like illness and to protect the health of your child.

These measures include:

¢ encouraging frequent and correct hand hygiene — particularly after sneezing or coughing,
before and after eating, after sensory play and after going to the washroom;

¢ encouraging students to cough and sneeze into their sleeve (not the hands) or use a
tissue to cover the mouth and nose - thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting the commonly
touched surfaces throughout our school on a routine basis;

« notifying parents immediately if their child has become ill while at school or arrives to

school ill and isolating the child promptly in a separate, supervised area away from others



until they are picked up by the parent/guardian;

¢ ensuring ill children remain away from school for the recommended length of time;

« cleaning staff clean classrooms, public spaces and high traffic areas (doors, doorknobs,
etc.) with antibacterial disinfectant and child-safe soap;

+ where a contagious illness has been reported in a classroom, specially designed UV lights
are stationed in classrooms overnight to kill bacteria;

« working closely with Global Doctors and other local government and community health

organizations and following up-to-date control measures according to local requirements.

We’d like to request that you and your family help keep flu from spreading by taking these simple,

everyday precautions:

¢ Monitor children and yourself every day for flu-like symptoms.

¢ If you or your child is sick, stay home from work or school until you are better. Keep sick
people away from people who are not sick.

« Tell your school nurse or administrator about your child’s symptoms so they can watch for
other students with the same symptoms.

« Wash your hands well and often. Make sure your children do the same. Wash with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds.

« If you can’t wash with soap and water, use a hand sanitizer. (Gels, rubs or hand wipes, as
long as they have at least 60% alcohol.

+ Remind children to keep their hands away from their face and don’t touch mouth, nose or
eyes.

+ Cover your cough. Teach your children to do the same. Cough into the inside of your elbow,
or into a tissue — not your hands!

+ Throw away used tissues or hand sanitizer wipes. Teach your children to throw away
tissues and then wash hands.

+ Don’t share water bottles, utensils, cups, etc. with others.

What is a coronavirus?

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses that are known to cause illness ranging from the common
cold to more severe diseases such as Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) and Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). A novel coronavirus (CoV) is a new strain of coronavirus that has not
been previously identified in humans.

What are the symptoms of someone infected with a coronavirus?
It depends on the virus, but common signs include respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of
breath, and breathing difficulties. In more severe cases, infection can cause pneumonia, severe

acute respiratory syndrome, kidney failure and even death.

It is important to note that if your child displays any of the symptoms above, it is best to keep
them home and get them checked by a doctor.



Much of the information above has come from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention

website (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/iravel/notices/alert/novel-coronavirus-china) which is an excellent

source of public health and scientific information about the novel coronavirus. Another source of
more local information can be found from the World Health Organization website
(http://www.chp.gov.hk/en/view content/14843.html)

Currently, the school plans to resume classes as scheduled on Monday, February 3, 2020. Please

continue to monitor your email and our school website for any further updates.

We want you, your child and our whole school population to be as healthy as possible! Thank you in

advance for your understanding and support in this important matter.

Kind Regards,

Kevin Baker
Director

American International School of Guangzhou
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American International School of Guangzhou
Er Sha Campus No 3 Yan Yu Street South, Er Sha Island
Guangzhou, (8620) 8735 3392

WWw.aisgz.org


https://www.facebook.com/aisgzschool
https://www.instagram.com/aisgzram/
https://twitter.com/AISGZ
https://www.aisgz.org/wechat-qr-code
https://www.aisgz.org/

