Globe Young Players in London. He also performed “Sonnet 13” for guests
including His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, as part of the
Players’ 400th centenary celebrations at Southwalk Cathedral. Sam is a
member of York’s Pick Me Up Theatre, where he has shone in roles such as
Jack in Into the Woods, Jean Valjean in Les Misérables, Ritchie Valens in
Buddy and Anthony in Sweeny Todd.

What would be your top tip for other
pupils hoping to follow in your path?
Have confidence in yourself but always remain
grounded; remain modest and always be polite.

A+ EducAtion

THE
MUSICIAN

THE OPERA SINGER
Name: Sam Hird
School: Pocklington School
Age: 17
Hometown: Bubwith, East Riding of Yorkshire

Name: Rufus HornyoldStrickland
School: Aysgarth
School, Bedale
Age: 12
Hometown: Carnforth,
Lancashire

Tell us a bit about yourself
I am really interested in classical music, especially opera, and
try to see as many shows as I can. I am also taking singing
lessons. I enjoy trying to perfect some of my favourite songs.
What is it that inspires you?
My parents, firstly. They don’t push me but always support
me. My excellent singing teacher Mr Thornton-Holmes
is very patient and always gets the best out of me. I also
volunteered for a local singing and theatre group for
disabled people; seeing them enjoying acting and singing
was very inspirational. I must also mention my English
teacher Mrs Hallam, who has helped me so much.

Tell us a bit about
yourself
When I’m not at school I live
with my mum, dad, sister
and two black Labradors.

Where do you see
yourself in 10 years?
I hope to make it as
a professional rugby
player or I would like to
study medicine so that
I can help others. I’m
trying to keep an open
mind for the moment.
How do you like
to relax in your
spare time?
I’m a member of a
trampolining club, and I
love reading. I’m currently
reading the Mazerunner
series and I’m looking
forward to starting the
Hunger Games series.
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