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This year, | started middle school at Gilkey. Gilkey International
School is very special because students have the option to learn 3
languages. Students can choose between French, Spanish, Mandarin and
German. If you do not have a second language already, you can also start
a new language. Learning French is important because it is the official
language for 68 countries, there are also many job opportunities in France.
Gilkey is also an IB school, and there are not many IB middle schools in the
Portland area. IB is important because it helps you think and become a
smarter person. If you encounter a challenge, you can come up with better
ideas to solve your situation. At Gilkey, your language teacher comes from
other countries, so the language they teach in their native language. In
other schools, language teachers teach foreign languages that are not their
native language, so they often have an accent when speaking the
language.

At Gilkey, a student can learn up to 3 languages, but Gilkey provides
4 different languages: French, Spanish, Mandarin and German. There are
many benefits to learning Chinese, for example: The market in China is
expanding, and also, Mandarin is the most spoken language in the world.

German is important because many people in Europe speak German. | am



learning Spanish because over 20 countries have Spanish as their official
language. If Gilkey can add another language, | would choose Japanese to
be the new language. | chose Japanese because Japan has a good
economy. Furthermore, if you know Chinese characters, learning the
Japanese kanji alphabet would be much easier. If you work in the
technology field, learning Japanese is also important because Japan often
has new technological inventions. Learning Japanese can help you
because it provides you more job opportunities.

| think studying in an international school provides you good
opportunities. | came to an international school because | wanted to learn a
new language. Learning a new language is important because it can help
me find a better job in the future. Knowing how to speak more languages

provides you better opportunities in the future.



