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This is yet again another very fine edition of Skylark and I take great pleasure in commending it to you
most warmly. It will give you an insight, a snapshot, into the vast array of opportunities, both academic
and extra-curricular, that our boys enjoy at HABS and which prepare them so well for success beyond
school.
HABS is home to many of the brightest and most talented young men in the UK. Over the years Skylark
has managed to capture the essence of their educational experience. It fixes for a moment the values
we hold true - humility, wisdom and integrity. It illustrates, as they journey through our school, that we
challenge our bright boys to achieve the highest standards and to develop a sense of community and
shared values.
It is therefore a source of great pride that we read of our pupils’ quite outstanding academic
endeavours, share for a moment in their achievements in so many spheres outside the classroom and
sense their desire to make a real difference at home and further afield.
The stories and reports crafted by the boys crystallize for a moment some immensely valuable
collective memories. Trips, expeditions, tours, art work, photography, creative writing and much more.
These capture sharply what is special about the HABS experience.
It is in the editions of Skylark we see this from the perspective of those who matter most, our pupils,
and I am deeply grateful to the team of boys and staff who have recorded these moments so vividly.
I do hope you enjoy what you read.
With all good wishes,
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Junior School Play – The Odyssey
The Odyssey did everything that Junior
School Productions do best: it made us
laugh, it made us cry, but most importantly,
it made us remember what it was like to
have an almost childlike fascination with
the immense power of a story. In Herbert’s
witty adaptation of the Homeric classic,
we were whisked away on an adventure
like no other, meeting fantastic characters
and seeing the Drama Studio transformed
before our eyes into a vast ship, a dark
cave, an immense palace, and even the
underworld. At every point the scenes
were expertly set by the awesome outsidethe-box acoustic guitar arrangements of
modern popular music. Credit for this must
go to the full ensemble, under the musical
direction of Urszula Galuszka.
Beginning in the palace of Ithaca, whose king,
Odysseus, has been absent for twelve years,
we were introduced to Penelope. Played by
Akshay Raja with such expert fragility, we
were constantly unsure whether this complex
character would burst into tears or begin
screaming to the heavens; in truth, this was
part of her charm. By far the most convincing
relationship in the performance was that of
Penelope and her son Telemachus (played
movingly and truthfully by Adam O’Reilly),
where we see a young man constantly
towing the line between wild optimism and
upsetting his mother. The gravity of the
situation in which the two found themselves
was however not immune from injections
of humour. Lines such as “All mothers are
mad!” from Telemachus really made him the
hero we rooted for.
Indeed, with Telemachus’ excursions to
meet the mysterious King of Sparta (played
with great brooding melancholy by Jamanvir
Kumar), the audience had taken almost as
much excitement as it could bear before the
appearance of the eponymous Odysseus, who
appears as if from nowhere, from a crowd
of his companions at the stern of the ship.
In a brave directing decision from Mr EyreMaunsell, this unassuming, kind-hearted first

nature became the motif for the character. But
the real power of Kumayl Khamisa was his
ability to command respect that did not seem
out of place from the characters around him,
while remaining the modest character who
treads as if on eggshells, not wishing to harm
anyone (until, of course, the final scene).
This was a production, however, where
most of what the audience were made
to feel revolved around the ability of the
chorus (predominately and expertly played
by Yohaan Gokhale, Hari Paramaswara
and Joseph Wolffe) to create the most
elaborate scenes from nothing more than
a wooden stage and themselves. The
excellent employment of group reactions and
movements meant that as an audience we
were held totally rapt by the places in which
we found ourselves. A particular favourite
of mine was when the chorus became the
crowd for an athletics match, subtly turning
heads to follow Odysseus’ discus for the
miles that it flew.
There were some outstanding stand-out
performances that must be mentioned.
Jasper Federman’s smiley Nausicaa often
bordered on insanity, but brought a chuckle
to the audience as the complexities of the
story were beheld by the eyes of childhood
innocence most convincingly. Joe Rossiter’s
ability to switch between the senile King
Nestor and Yorkshire swine-herd Eumaeus
was incredible, and Evyatar Levin’s work as
the servant Melantho kept the story going
during the less action-packed moments.
And even if Ollie Sugar’s portrayal of the
witch Circe has given me nightmares since
the night of the production, it embodied a
commitment to the fantastic shared by the
entire cast. Other notable performances
include Yasinthan Vickneswaran’s dignified
Alcinous, Ori Katz’s mad Philoitios, the
engaging sailors forming Odysseus’ crew
(Arun Thavasothy, Ronit Anand, Ayush
Patel, and Leo Kenton), David Guiloff’s
divine Athena, Roshan Patel’s maternal
Anticlea, Sharad Patel’s soulful Tiresias,
and the repugnant, snorting suitors
(Jack Coles in particular). And of
course a review of a production
of the twenty-first book of
The Odyssey which does
not make mention

of the sneering suitor Antinous has really not
done its job. Ed Fage’s masterful descent
from the too-polite to the intensely vexed
was the stuff of professionals, as we as an
audience could taste how much he despised
the young Telemachus.
Special praise must go to Simone Jones
for the stunning colourful costumes and to
Hugh Silver and his technical team for their
masterful lighting and technical flourishes,
both helping to transport the audience around
the extraordinary locations of The Odyssey.
As it is one of Greek theatre’s most famous
scenes, the making or breaking of any
production of this part of The Odyssey is in
the scene where Odysseus, Penelope, and
Telemachus are reunited as a family. The trio
of actors pulled this off with such poise and
such daring sensitivity that we were almost
sad to wave them goodbye as the curtain fell.
A credit to all.
Jordan Bernstein, U6
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Middle School Play – Romeo and Juliet
From the opening bawdy street-brawling of the Capulets Alex
Cohen and Alex Jones to the poignant ‘All are punished,’ closing
speech of Joshua Djaba as the Prince, what was mesmerising
about this Middle School production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ was
the stunningly fluent delivery and convincing characterisation
throughout by every single member of the cast. It was therefore
with sheer delight that the audience was quickly eased into
the world of intense youthful love set against the backdrop of
medieval feuding rival families in one of literature’s most iconic
tragedies. Dawn Morris-Wolffe and her co-director Tom Herbert
are to be warmly congratulated on the sheer imaginative energy
and creative touches they brought to this memorable production
with overtones of the infamous later Italian conflicting
dynasties suggested in the 1940s style costuming. The tightly
orchestrated choreography (Ed Sayer and Neil Fisher); the
haunting lighting, sound and staging effects (Hugh Silver,
Armaan Bajaj and Inthiraijth Sinnaih); detailed costuming and
make-up (Simone Jones and Stephanie Herbert); poignant
musical interludes and songs (Charlie Morris) and deputy
stage managers (Gidi Katz and Kirshun Suvendiran) created a
uniquely memorable dramatic performance which will stay long
in the memories of the cast and audience.
The superb and pacey delivery of the opening Verona street brawl is
further enhanced by the entrance of symbolically red-shirted Tybalt
of the house of Capulet played to statuesque full by Aron Rosenthal
as he defiantly spits out ‘Peace, I hate the word’. Heads of the two
rival houses and brilliantly cast celebrity power figures of their day:
Teddy Davis as Lord Capulet and Guy Rapacioli as Lord Montague,
command the stage whenever they make an appearance. The
fraught energy continues in the first entrance of the excessively
love-struck hero Romeo, played superbly throughout by Max
Goldstone who completely dominates the audience’s attention with
his portrayal of the initially volatile, in-love-with-love Romeo. Saul
Federman’s pacey fluency is superb throughout the play as he
convincingly offers the contrasting calm common-sense voice of his
friend Benvolio.
Daniel Harris as Juliet’s suitor Paris convincingly negotiates his suit
for the soon to be 14-year-old heiress. Teddy Davis quite brilliantly
conveys through every line and gesture a careful concerned father
figure in this negotiation. Further into the Capulet household the true
family triumvirate is seen: the superbly elegant, youthful Lady Capulet
(Belle Dileto) completely captures the detached mother’s discomfort
in raising a delicate subject of marriage with her daughter followed
by Florence Granger’s brilliant comic timing so necessary to convey
the Nurse’s risqué humour on the subject of marriage. Caught in the
middle, Abi Ezekiel beautifully portrays the delicate innocence and
touching naivety of Juliet’s opening speeches.
Josh Baumring-Gledhill is to be warmly commended for his
unwavering sheer energy and charisma as he bursts onto stage as

Mercutio, Romeo’s colourful yet obsessive friend. Josh’s rendering
of the famous Queen Mab speech as the Montague youths make
their way uninvited to the Capulet party is immensely entertaining:
the colourful innuendo of the choreography builds to his obsessive,
almost psychotic paranoia which later provides the catalyst for the
tragedy. The intensity of this speech leads to one of this production’s
quite magical sensory moments: a series of lanterns against eerie
musical strains represent ‘the consequences hanging in the stars’ just
before the fateful meeting between Romeo and Juliet.
Exquisite imaginative moments keep this play fresh and original.
The Capulet party scene metaphorically represented as a tightly
choreographed game of musical chairs ultimately leaves the stage
free for Romeo and Juliet’s first meeting. They proceed to delight
the audience with a coquettish playful quickstep which poignantly
contrasts the moment of Romeo’s anguished: ‘Is she a Capulet?’
realisation. The famous balcony scene is where Abi and Max really
come into their own, completely avoiding the clichés of this iconic
moment. Abi’s fluent, touching rendition captures every line of the
sheer poetry in her longing and contrasts superbly Romeo’s ardent
and almost comic timing as he reveals himself. This scene is full of
finesse and humour but the underlying tragedy comes increasingly
to the foreground as Abi and Max convey the darkening imagery of
the poetry with full understanding.
Josh Meyers’ rendition of the scolding wisdom of the cassocked
Friar Lawrence is as fluent as it is pacey. Josh fully conveys the
Friar’s paternalistic concern throughout the play. The intense drama
of these scenes is lightened again by the brilliant Mercutio/Nurse
comic duo with Florence relishing Josh’s flirtatious repartee. The
play is full of these fast-paced neatly constructed pairings. Another
brilliant comic duo follows. Abi aptly conveys Juliet’s youthful
impatience for news of her marriage against the Nurse’s grumpy
incalcitrance, leading into the more solemn marriage scene in the
Friar’s cell against the poignantly beautiful acapella (Jacob Glantz
and Florence Granger).
The first half concludes with the highly charged, action-packed and
shocking killing of both Mercutio and Tybalt. Josh is quite brilliant in
dashing sunglasses and sprawl portraying Mercutio’s dangerously
playful but unpredictable mood. This is Aron Rosenthal’s big scene
as Tybalt who is also out on the prowl looking to exact revenge on
Romeo for daring to humiliate the Capulets. The playful but edgy
repartee between these two is abruptly ended by Romeo’s pleading
submission to his newly-made cousin and can only result in tragic
accidental death of Mercutio beneath Romeo’s arm. Josh’s ‘a plague
on both your houses’ rings out across the stage and leads to Max’s
superb expression of Romeo’s rage. His uncontrolled aggression
is stunning to watch as he dispatches the mighty Tybalt. Saul
Federman’s emotive explanation of the events is one of his best of
many good performances as Benvolio. Josh Djaba takes centre stage
as the Prince to close the first half with his customary authoritative
stage presence pronouncing justice in banishing Romeo.
The clever staging of the second half opens with Romeo’s despair
at his banishment running simultaneously with Juliet’s heart-rending
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innocent ignorance and longing for her husband to come to her;
none of its lyric poignancy is lost by either Abi or Max. The first
serious tragic notes come from the Nurse with her ambiguous ‘he’s
dead’. Juliet’s grief-stricken ‘oh break my heart’ is set alongside
Romeo’s more petulant grief as Max screams on the floor. Josh
Meyer’s superb authority of the Friar is hugely convincing. The
famous love scene is beautifully simply staged with white drapes
of the bed framing Juliet again metaphorically clad in white whilst
‘more dark and dark’ the play becomes. Teddy’s magnificent
portrayal of the raging dominant bullying Lord Capulet at Juliet’s
refusal to marry Paris is outstanding as is Belle’s precise portrayal
of Lady Capulet’s helpless exasperation. Abi fully develops her
character at this point into the increasingly powerful, knife-wielding
Juliet with the steel to die for her love. The symbolism of the Chorus
circling Juliet’s bed voicing her fears in howling strains is not lost
as she takes her potion. Indeed it is one of this production’s most
poignant theatrical moments. Hubert Bialek, Jacob Glantz, Jonathan
Obstfeld, Ben Schwarzmann and Jacob Trup as members of the
Chorus, Citizens and Pages as well as talented musicians: Henry
Colbert (violin), Max Colbert (flute), Oliver Hocking (guitar) and
Kielan Sheard (double bass) all significantly contribute to slick scene
transitions and atmospheric backdrops.
Special mention must be made at this point of the clowns who offer
hilarious vignettes of welcome comic relief throughout the play, drawing
spontaneous applause and laughter. Ray Kenton as Peter emerges as a
huge comic star with magnificent stage presence, ably supported by the
brilliant slap-stick comic timing and contrasting characters of Alex Jones
as Gregory, Arvand Vahedi as Potpan and Joseph Gale as Anthony.
The imaginative addition of songs showcasing extraordinary vocals
particularly in the poignant irony of ‘Sweetheart We’ll Never Grow Old’
paves the way for the final death scenes.

The characters
of the closing
scenes are no
less memorably
rendered: Saul
Shohet is entirely
convincing as
Balthasar who
brings Romeo the
heart-rending news
of what he believes
is Juliet’s ‘death’;
the Apothecary is
superbly done by
Obaydh Khan with
full grotesque horror
of the desperate
illegal drugs trader;
Zachary Selby as
Friar John innocently
protests ‘I could not deliver’ the explanatory letters which brings
heavy realisation of its haunting consequences here. The final tomb
scene echoes with needless death played with Max’s impressive
dramatic stamina and versatility from dispatching his rival Paris to
the excruciating ‘here’s to my love’ as he dies moments before Juliet
awakes. Abi plays Juliet’s final line ‘O happy dagger’ with equal
tragic energy and supreme pathos. No reconciliation scene makes
up for this tragic loss which Dawn Morris-Wolffe and her team have
fully recreated in this spell binding production. A tragedy about the
very ‘flower of youth’ has been strikingly and poignantly played by
the very flower of youth.
K Pollock

Senior School Play – Guys and Dolls
Having run to the Bourne Hall with a
minute to spare after a particularly
arduous M1 adventure, I was full of
worries. With almost choreographed
precision, the orchestra struck up the
overture the very moment I sat down
and all those thoughts of traffic and road
works melted away in seconds as I was
transported to the 1920s with each new
musical theme. This opening, combined
with a bustling street brought to life by
the 50-strong cast and Hugh Silver’s
elegantly-built New York skyline, set the
scene perfectly. The world in front of me
even began to show the juxtaposition of
the gambling underworld and the more
pious elements of New York without a
single word being spoken.
The overture was a hard act to follow but
the orchestra - directed by Andrew Simm
- played with the expression and precision
of any professional pit you’d hope to
encounter in the theatre while the cast all
showed that they could act, even in their
silent vignettes. But could they sing? This
is a musical after all, and there’s nothing
worse than one in which the characters
cannot sing. It turned out there was nothing
to worry about as Aron Rapacioli, Karan
Basu and Josh Davis performed the first
song of the show with a flawless three

part harmony and frenetic energy that was
incredibly infectious.
The story revolves around Nathan Detriot
(Harry Kingdon) who is trying to find a new
venue for his illegal gambling racket – “the
oldest established permanent floating ‘crap
game’ in New York” - and he has a problem.

Joey Biltmore wants $1000 upfront for
Nathan to use his garage as the venue, and
the one thousand bucks they just “ain’t got”.
Not only that, but his long-standing, longsuffering, long-sneezing fiancée Adelaide
(Faith Colenutt) is desperate to get married
(something Nathan had managed to avoid
5
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for the 14 years of their engagement). How
do you get a thousand dollars in a hurry?
Make a bet of course, which Nathan does
with Sky Masterson (Marcus Rapacioli).
Nathan bets Sky that he can’t take Salvation
Army Captain Sarah Brown (Chrissy Butler)
to Havana and the rest of the story unfolds
as Nathan struggles to get his crap game
started, keep Adelaide from sneezing
too much, and the development of Sky
and Sarah’s rollercoaster relationship,
converging towards the happy ending that
everyone looks forward to.
The story is great, but it really is the
performances that make this production
sparkle. Harry Kingdon’s Nathan is
immediately likeable and he plays him so
well, you almost feel sorry for him. His
relationship with Faith Colenutt’s Adelaide
is utterly believable, no more so than in
their duet ‘Sue Me’. Colenutt, for her part,
encapsulates everything you want from
an Adelaide - she leads the Hotbox girls
with confidence and manages not to let
the character’s common cold overshadow
her performance – something many
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professionals have tried and failed to
do. Marcus Rapacioli as Sky Masterson
is very reminiscent of Marlon Brando’s
performance in the same part in the
1955 film: cool, suave, understated and
completely persuasive. As for Miss Sarah
Brown, Chrissy Butler’s range of talent
was superb – from some of the best drunk
acting I’ve seen to a celestial voice liken to
an angel – definitely someone with a bright
performing career ahead.
However, the leads weren’t the only ones
who shone. The whole 50 strong ensemble
came together to make this a great show
with some spectacular set pieces: ‘Sit Down,
You’re Rocking the Boat’ springs to mind,
led very “nicely nicely” indeed by Aron
Rapacioli as Nicely Nicely Johnson; both
Hotbox numbers; ‘The Crapshooters’ Ballet’,
with wonderful choreography and acrobatics
from Henry Gould to mention one dancer
in particular. There were other memorable
characters: Jacob Jefferson’s imposing Big
Jule and Rishabh Shah’s eerily brilliant Harry
The Horse both had me laughing out loud as
well as Aron Rapacioli’s lovable Nicely Nicely

Johnson. They were but a few who made
each scene a joy to watch – I could mention
many more.
Loesser, Swerling and Burrows’ ‘Guys and
Dolls’ is a wonderful show, but a difficult
one to get right. In places, the score may
even go into a seven-part harmony and,
with so many characters intertwined in the
plot, it takes plenty of talent and hard work
to make it a success. For this, the lion’s
share of credit must go to director and
mastermind Tim Norton for the extensive
organisation and preparation needed.
Alongside him were the set, prop and music
teams - the crew led by leader Hugh Silver,
Simone Jones’ unbelievable costume work
(the envy of any theatre maker) and Andrew
Simm’s wonderful band – who collectively
created no ordinary ‘school play’. What was
manifested in front of me that evening was
something truly special. Another truly fine
example of the prestige of HABS drama – all
should be immensely proud.
Danny Fisher, OH (2004)
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Inter-House Drama Review
Hendersons
Hendersons’ production of John Godber’s
Happy Families was an accomplished
opening to 2015’s Inter-House drama
competition in which it could be said that
the silences said more than the speeches.
Leading an ensemble of six was actor/
director Sarav Tibb in the role of the vexed
patriarch Vic. Hilarity ensued as Saul
Federman’s John failed his 11+ exams,
spurning his opportunity to go to grammar
school, much to the disappointment of his
family. Noticeably skilled performances were
given by Alex Cohen and by Piers Seal as
mother Dot, who was worryingly convincing.
Hendersons’ high energy effort, gently
mocking the aspirations of the family, truly
set a high standard for the other houses to
live up to.
Strouts
Taking on Eldridge’s Festen is no small task
for a student drama piece. But Strouts dealt
incredibly well with its themes of abuse,
suicide and family, as they brought a touch
of Nordic Noir to the Drama Studio, and
delivered the darkest rendition of Happy
Birthday ever heard. Luke Silverman’s skill
as a director came to the fore during an
excellent scene in which the events of three
different rooms converged into one, creating
a visual spectacle which was both tense and

powerful. Particularly strong performances
were given by Jacob Jefferson, who
captured the imposing figure of Michael to
a tee, and Gideon Katz as Mette, his wife,
suddenly snapping with exasperation after
years of repression.
Calverts
While most of the other houses chose
comedic pieces, Calverts’ chilling adaptation
of T.S. Eliot’s The Wasteland gripped the
audience with its dark tone. All of the acting
was utterly convincing and at times terrifying
to watch. A special mention, however,
must go to Bilal Hasna, whose performance
earned him the runner-up award for Best
Actor (Senior School). With some brilliant
staging (thanks to director Jaspar Kenton,
who was later awarded Best Director), and
impressive acting, the Calverts troupe put
on one of the best performances of the
night, sending shivers down the audience’s
collective spine, with a few audible gasps
heard during the last scene, probably the
most evocative sequence of the evening.
Joblings
An opening soliloquy from Gabriel Ross’
anti-hero Lord Rochester set the tone for
this comedic performance of The Libertine.
His brilliant yet subtle domination of the
stage reflected his character perfectly, as
the loveable yet arrogant protagonist. The to
and fro between
the four principal
actors was a joy
to watch, as the
audience learned
more about the
mentalities of
each individual
character. The
piece rose to
a crescendo
with a wellchoreographed
fight between
the two rival
gangs, leaving
the audience in

a mixture of shock and admiration. A great
performance from Max Goldstone won him
Best Actor (Middle School), which was well
deserved.
Meadows
Meadows’ Ponzis and Traytors was not only
a hilarious and intuitive political satire, but
also a testament to the strength of the arts at
HABS. Written by Archuna Ananthamohan,
this was a commendable piece of writing,
and with tech coming from Jake Cooper
(awarded Best Technician), the strength
in depth within Meadows, throughout all
aspects of drama, was on show. The crossdressing theme which runs through all
performances at HABS was once again on
display this year, with Archuna’s worryingly
convincing wig and tight dress being one
of the highlights of the act. Also of special
note was a brilliant performance from
Joshua Baumring-Gledhill, as a corrupt but
ultimately amiable politician.
Russells
Certain members of the staff must have loved
Russells’ performance of John Godber’s
Bouncers, as they were transported back to
their heyday in the 1990s clubbing scene.
Leading actor and director Josh Davis won
Best Actor (Senior School) for his role as Eric,
the troubled, psychotic head of a menacing
team of bouncers including Finn O’Riordan,
who revelled on stage as a range of characters
from a demonic shop-keeper to a dangerously
husky lady, Teddy Davis, as a humble yet
hilarious young lad that never failed to provide
comic moments, and Karan Basu (awarded
the Special Mention Award), as an overly
promiscuous and dangerously funny young
mistress. Ably supported by the technical
brilliance of Aaron Gelfand and Oliver Sims,
who kept the whole audience raving to some
electronic clubbing gems, every member
of the cast captured the pre-clubbing rituals
of both sexes and were deserved winners
of this year’s Inter-House award for Best
Performance. A credit to them all.
Joshua Davis, U6
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Guitar and Percussion Concert
The annual guitar and percussion concert
is one of the most popular concerts of
the year, and this year’s certainly didn’t
disappoint. With the Percussion items
directed by Jon Ormston and the Guitars
by Urszula Galuszka, the Seldon Hall
was bursting at the seams with both
performers and spectators alike, from our
four-piece Guitar Quartet to the mighty
Guitar Orchestra which contained no fewer
than 80 performers.
The evening started with a bang as the
Samba Bateria’s rendition of Bob Marley’s
classic ‘Three Little Birds’ opened the first
half. With the already sizeable line-up of
percussionists, the ensemble was joined by
a large trombone and saxophone section,
as well as a bass guitar and ukulele! This
was a thoroughly enjoyable beginning to the
concert. The Junior Guitar Ensemble was
next with their interpretations of Sheppard’s
‘Hills of Kerry’ and Walker’s ‘Copa Mundo’,
both arranged by our guitar teacher Urszula
Galuszka. They certainly showed the older
boys that age was not a factor when it came
to good music-making and treated us to a
very polished performance of these numbers.
The Prep Percussion Ensemble was next
up to the stage and gave us a performance
of the popular Freedman and DeKnight
tune ‘Rock around the Clock’. Featuring the
youngest performers of the evening, the
ensemble demonstrated the talent that is soon
to come up through the ranks of the main
school, and even showed promising signs of
improvisational skill as each member of the
ensemble was given a short solo passage on
their respective instruments. The fourteenstrong Y10 Guitar Ensemble was next, where
the boys were able to let their hair down with
a few rockier numbers. The Red Hot Chilli
Peppers’ ‘Dosed’ and The Kinks’ ‘Sunny
Afternoon’ were especially well-rehearsed and
entertaining, and reassured us that despite our
hefty loss of U6 guitarists this year, there were
boys who could jump in and maintain the high
standards of the senior ensembles.
The Junior Percussion Ensemble continued
the evening with ‘Oye Como Va’ by Puente

(arr. Jon Ormston). This piece demanded
vigour and flare, and the younger boys
certainly rose to the challenges of this piece,
including a few unexpected vocals! Two of
the more senior ensembles finished the first
half – up first were the Concerto Guitars, who
played two hugely contrasting pieces; One
Republic’s ‘Counting Stars’, and then over
to Cuba for Villa-Lobos’ ‘Danza Cubana’!
The latter of the two pieces was lively and
full of energy. The Guitar Quartet was one
of my favourite items of the evening and
finished the first half. Chris Combemale (this
year’s inaugural Guitar Prize winner), Daniel
Harris, Hugo Murphy and Urszula Galuszka
played Gismonti’s beautiful ‘Agua Y Vino’.
The performance was flawless, and the way
in which the quartet was able to intuitively
change tempo and dynamic as a unit was
very commendable.
Following the interval, the CCF Drum Corps
immediately brought the concert back
into full swing with Jon Ormston’s ‘Lake
Jacksonville’. Amongst the challenging
choreography routine that the percussionists
had to master, the piece demanded rhythmic
agility and tightness, and was an impressive
start to the second half.
The Senior Guitar ensemble was soon
to follow, and wowed us with some very
challenging repertoire. Made up mostly
of our 6th formers, this extremely wellrehearsed 18 strong ensemble allowed us
to lose ourselves in nostalgia, with their
memorable rendition of Led Zeppelin’s
‘Stairway to Heaven’. Headmaster Peter
Hamilton asked the audience at the end of
the concert “where were you when you first
heard that song…and indeed, what were
you doing?”, allowing the audience to drift
back into their former 70s selves, and this
clearly was a real highlight of the evening.
The ensemble also played Karl Jenkins’
‘Palladio’, made famous by the Escala
String Quartet, though this time masterfully
arranged for guitars by Urszula Galuszka and
our very own Daniel Harris.
The Genesis Octet was next in the line-up.
This ensemble is particularly special to our

visiting guitar teacher Urszula Galuszka,
as these eight form the original ensemble
that she began her time at HABS with,
five years ago. They played ‘Cavatina’
from Michael Cimino’s 70s classic ‘Deer
Hunter’ with superb dynamic variation
and total command of their instruments.
These veterans were certainly worthy of
the tremendous applause they received
following their performance.
The next two items demonstrated the
unbounded talent of our U6. Zachary Lande
bravely performed the virtuosic ‘Asturias’ by
Albéniz on the marimba, clearly illustrating
the hours of practice that it takes to reach
these high standards on one’s instrument.
The Senior Percussion Ensemble, made up
exclusively of sixth formers played ‘ConFusion’, composed by 2014/15 A2 music
student George Menon. This impressive
piece written for Menon’s AS music
coursework clearly showed his ability to
compose idiomatically for these percussion
instruments with which he was familiar,
and he was rightfully awarded the Jim Beryl
Percussion Prize for his contribution to the
department and to several senior orchestras.
Urszula Galuszka’s 80-strong guitar army
concluded the evening with her own
arrangement of ‘The Shadow’s Apache’.
This ensemble was made up of all of the
guitarists of the evening, young and old;
even the Senior Percussion Ensemble was
drafted in to mark the grand spectacle of the
final performance! Full of fun and enjoyment,
it is clear to see the importance of these
ensembles to the extra-curricular and
general school life of our boys.
As always, the music department would
like to pass on our congratulations to the
boys, and thanks to all members of staff,
parents and the performers that helped to
make this concert a fantastic success, and
a genuine highlight of the Haberdashers’
Aske’s Boys’ School concert programme.
Onwards and upwards.
C Morris
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Spring Concert 2015
The annual Spring Concert once
again proved to be a musical triumph,
with the amassed joint forces of the
Symphony Orchestra and Choral Society
performing Orff’s ‘Carmina Burana’,
among an orchestral programme of
Glinka’s energetic ‘Overture to Ruslan
and Lyudmilla’ and Cesar Franck’s
challenging 1st Movement of his
Symphony in D minor.
Under the baton of our Head of Music
Christopher Muhley, the Symphony
Orchestra opened the concert with true
flare and brilliance. The rapid scales from
the strings at the beginning of the Glinka
immediately illustrated the talent within
the orchestra. Real fireworks were created
by the woodwind and brass families of
orchestra once the big tune kicked in, and
particular acclaim goes to timpanist George
Menon who had several solos throughout
the piece.
The Cesar Franck followed this wonderful
start to the evening. This Romantic
orchestral piece demands great skill and
concentration. Having performed it to the
Prep School earlier in the afternoon, Mr
Muhley expressed how this was “an adult
piece of music… intensely dark and richly
sombre”. The entirety of the Symphony
Orchestra certainly rose to this challenge.
A special mention goes to the upper string
players, who spent much of their time
playing right at the top of their register.
Following the interval, the baton was passed
to Claire Cousens who opened the second
half of the concert with the mighty choral
and orchestral work ‘Carmina Burana’. Set
to a High-German and Latin text, the piece
tells the raucous story of the pleasures and
perils of drinking, gluttony, gambling and
lust. Made famous by its various cameos in
film and television, including as the ‘judges
theme’ from the X Factor, the combined
force of the Symphony Orchestra and the
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Choral Society created a huge, powerful and
indeed, terrifying sound with the opening
first movement ‘O Fortuna!’. With a choir
made up of more than 100 boys, staff and
parents alike, a full orchestra including
five percussionists, and three professional
soloists, the volume and scale of the
ensemble was truly spectacular to behold.

This Spring Concert was a real
accomplishment, and a highlight of this
year’s concert calendar. Once again the
music department would like to pass on
our thanks to the boys, the parents and the
instrumental staff involved.
C.Morris
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Summer Concert
The Summer Concert was the final
concert of the year in our main school
calendar. For many of the U6, it was
the last concert of their HABS musical
careers. Featuring all of our largest
ensembles from our Symphony Orchestra
to the Concert Band, this year featured
a variety of smaller and unusual
escapades which made it a thoroughly
entertaining evening of music, and one
of our best ever Summer Concerts.
Our second orchestra, Philomusica,
directed by Christopher Muhley, opened
the evening with some traditional folk song
arrangements. ‘The Seeds of Love’ and
‘Two Celtic Dances’ were both played with
energy and excitement, the latter sending
the audience into a foot-tapping frenzy. The
Senior Percussion Ensemble, directed by
Jon Ormston, kept the up-tempo start to
the concert in full swing with Hernandez’s
‘El Cumbanchero’. Featuring several of our
6th formers, the main stage was entirely
occupied with a multitude of percussion
instruments both big and small – our most
skilled percussionists treating us to some
virtuosic riffs and solos.
Under the baton of Claire Cousens, the
Wind Sinfonia sent us back to the 60s with
their fun and engaging performance of ‘The
Beatles: 1964’: a medley of Beatles songs
from ‘I Wanna Hold Your Hand’ to ‘Twist
and Shout’, this was a real highlight of the
evening. The next item, ‘Watchmen! What
of the Night?’ by Sergeant, was a vocal
duet performed by baritone Peter Sequeira
and tenor Viraj Alimchandani, accompanied
by Alec Moore. Suited and booted for the
occasion, the boys sang their hearts out.
This will not be the end of their musicmaking however, as Viraj has secured an
Organ Scholarship, and Peter a Choral
Scholarship at their respective universities.
This was a memorable addition to the
programme, and marks the culmination
of seven years of dedication to the Senior
School music department.

to the concert. With the lights up and stage
set, the Big Band once again wowed us
with a set comprised of tunes by Gordon
Goodwin & His Big Phat Band. Particular
acclaim goes to their first tune ‘Hunting
Wabbits’, in which special mention goes
to the saxophonists, who played fast, tight,
unaccompanied passages, and to the
auxiliary percussionist Daniel Ohrenstein,
who played a series of skilled solo passages
on the marimba and vibraphone. The
audience was then able to enjoy a short,
tight set from the Jazz Band, directed by
Malcolm Pritchard, who played in the
Bourne Hall foyer during the interval.
The Concert Band is our senior wind and
brass ensemble, and they are always a
pleasure to listen to. Many of the performers
we heard earlier in the Wind Sinfonia will
likely make their musical progressions
into this orchestra with practice and
perseverance! We were treated to John
Moss’ arrangement of ‘Tribute to Count
Basie’; another medley masterfully worked
by Andy Simm’s Concert Band. This
contained several of our favourite Basie
tunes including ‘April in Paris’ and ‘One O’
Clock Jump’.
Having wowed the audience at our recent
Guitar and Percussion Concert, the Senior
Guitar Ensemble was invited to play in
our Summer Concert. They began with a
nostalgic arrangement of Led Zeppelin’s
‘Stairway to Heaven’, followed by the epic
‘Palladio’ by Karl Jenkins. Both of these
pieces were arranged by our resident Guitar
Teacher Urszula Galuszka, and thus lead to
spirited performances of both these tunes,
full of energy and excitement.
The Baroque Ensemble was the penultimate
item in the programme, and played the
Largo and Allegro from Corelli’s Concerto I.
This chamber ensemble, under the baton of
Christopher Muhley, opened the Largo with
a full and rich timbre, highly admirable for
the small size of the ensemble. The lively

Allegro then followed; the basso continuo
driving the tempo, and the upper strings
providing the energetic, fast-moving melody
on top. Special acclaim should be given to
our double bassist Jake Gilbey, not only
for his commendable involvement in the
Baroque Ensemble, but also for featuring
as both an electric and double bassist in
no fewer than seven of the 11 items in the
night’s programme!
The concert came to a resounding
conclusion with the traditional finale
of the school’s Symphony Orchestra
(conducted by Christopher Muhley). The
orchestra began with Debussy’s orchestral
arrangement of Satie’s famous piano piece,
‘Gymnopedie No. 2’. This was sensitively
handled, and allowed the audience to relax
before the fireworks of the orchestra’s final
item, Shostakovich’s ‘Festive Overture’. This
was the piece’s second outing in as many
years, however the previous performance
was somewhat interrupted by an uninvited
fire alarm as a result of some earlier
pyrotechnics! Fire alarm-free however, the
unrelenting speed and vigour of the Overture
provided a thrilling finale to a vibrant, diverse
and thoroughly entertaining evening.
This concert marked the end of a
Haberdashers’ journey, not only for our U6,
but also some members of the music team,
with violin teacher Lorely Rive marking the
culmination of a Haberdashers’ affiliation that
has lasted for 50 years. She will be sorely
missed, but the music department wishes
her every success in her retirement. With the
2014/15 concert calendar finishing on such
a grand finale, we’d once again like to thank
and congratulate all of the boys who have
partaken in concerts this year, the parents who
fuel them with inspiration and motivation, and
the music department staff, without whom the
summer, and all other school music concerts
would not have been possible.
C. Morris

The lights went down,
and the large projector
screen in the Bourne
Hall descended as the
transition to the Big
Band was seamlessly
covered by the inclusion
of this year’s KidzCare
Tanzania charity anthem
‘Changing Their World’.
Written, rehearsed, and
performed by the boys
earlier this year at the
annual KidzCare Bantania,
the music video (edited
by Harry Jukes) provided
an entertaining interlude
11
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Wind and Jazz Concert 2015
The Wind and Jazz Concert annually
proves to be a real highlight of the
HABS concert calendar. Among some
thrilling chamber music provided by
some of our most skilled woodwind and
brass players, the boys were also able
to let their hair down in some of the
more upbeat and groovy ensembles.
From Mozart to Mingus and Boccherini
to The Beatles, there was something
for everybody to enjoy in this fantastic
evening of music.
Opening the night’s proceedings, the
well-rehearsed Jazz Band, led by Malcolm
Singer, treated us to the classic Herbie
Hancock tune ‘Chameleon’. This funk tune
was executed with real groove and style and
set a high standard for the other ensembles
to follow! After some polished performances
from the Intermediate Woodwind Quartet
and the Horn Group (led by David Bentley),
the FT Band under the baton of Steven Byron
allowed the younger instrumentalists to
demonstrate their talent with a performance
of Adam Duritz’s ‘Accidently In Love’. A real
highlight of the evening was David Bentley’s
Symphony Orchestra Brass performance of
Queen’s ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’. Featuring
the schools most advanced and skilled
musicians, including last year’s Wesley
Woodage Brass Prize winner Paddy Sidwell,
this number got the whole audience sitting
up in their chairs, mouthing the words
and was rightfully welcomed with a hearty
applause at the end.
Following performances by the Flute Group,
who played a movement from Boccherini’s
String Quartet No.5 with much finesse, and
the Senior Woodwind Quartet who wowed
us with Albeniz’s ‘Senenate’ from ‘Espana’,
the Big Band once again offered a tight,
polished set of tunes by Gordon Goodwin,
Gillespie and Don Menza, featuring
impressive solos from Daniel Harris, Dylan

12

Dissanayake, Arun Doeger, Aaron Golberg,
Sam Pfeffer-Matthew and Alexander Astruc.
The second half began to the tune of Quincy
Jones’ ‘Soul Bossa Nova’, made famous
by the well-known Austin Powers series.
Played by the Wind Sinfonia under the
baton of Claire Cousens, this lively number
set the tone for the rest of the evening. A
real highlight of the evening was the Senior
Flute Ensemble’s performance of Debussy’s
‘Arabesque I’. Director Stephanie Core made
an impromptu speech regarding the winner
of The Woodwind Prize 2015, Keval Haria
(alongside Peter Sequeira), whom she had
taught since his early days in prep school,
until now, at the end of their HABS careers.
The Double Reed ensemble, made up of our
best oboists and bassoonists, followed the
Flute Ensemble, with a beautiful arrangement
of Lange’s Allegro Moderato from the
‘Pastoral Quartet’. Directed by Rebecca
Heathcote, this, alongside our other
chamber ensembles, was widely enjoyed by
the parents and staff alike.
The newly-formed Jazz Ensemble directed
by our jazz and classical piano teacher, Tom
Taylor, provided an opportunity for some
of the key Big Band players to showcase
their improvisational skills. The Charles
Mingus tune ‘Moanin’’ was given new life,
where in rehearsals the boys would work
with Mr. Taylor on jazz technique, structure
and harmony to create an impressive and

entirely unique interpretation of the song.
The penultimate item in the programme
was Howard Legge’s Symphony Orchestra
Woodwind. After the Autumn Concert, the
different families of the orchestra separate
and work on their own respective repertoire
until they join again for the Spring Concert.
The Strings had their turn earlier this year,
however, it was the turn of woodwind to
shine, and they didn’t disappoint. They
began with Schubert’s Allegro from
Symphony No. 5 in B. Originally written
for full orchestra, this arrangement for
woodwind still captured the essence and
brilliance of the full orchestral sound. This
was followed by Corelli’s Vivace, Grave &
Allegro from Concerto Op. 6, No. 8. The
famous Allegro was played with virtuosity
and fire, and was a real demonstration of the
talent we have in our orchestras.
To bring the night to a close, Andrew Simm
and the Concert Band played a Medley of
Tunes from Mel Brooks’ ‘The Producers’.
This orchestra makes a huge sound, and
brought a climactic finish to a triumphant
evening of music making. Once again we’d
like to thank all the staff, parents, and boys
who helped to make this concert a success.
C. Morris
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Young Musician of the Year 2015
After the stresses of exam week, the
Music Department got straight back
into action with the 13th Annual Music
Festival. With over 180 entries, ranging
from rock bands to violin concertos,
each act got the chance to perform in
front of a considerable audience, in a
bid to become HABS Young Musician of
the Year, while also earning points for
their houses and contributing to their
tally for the Crossman Shield.
After a week of eliminations, the competition
was whittled down to just 35 acts. These
acts performed on two nights to a packed
audience in the Seldon Hall for the semifinals of the competition. On these nights,
there were also well-received guest
performances from junior ensembles such
as FT Band, Junior Percussion Ensemble
and String Orchestra. The audience had a
tough choice to make at the end of the night
due to the quality of all the performances.
After a night of deliberation and decisionmaking, the Music Staff, aided by the results
of the audience vote, chose the 18 acts
who would make it through to the final of
the annual Music Festival. At 1.30pm, to a
chorus of bells, the finalists were announced
to the eagerly awaiting participants.
On Tuesday 23rd June came the
culmination of the 2015 HABS Young
Musician of the Year. The winner was to
be judged by an unbiased third party, so
the highly qualified Mr Peter Hewitt, the
former Director of Music at HABS Girls,

was drafted in to adjudicate the final. The
standard of performances were second to
none, with the finalists pulling off extremely
complex pieces nearly perfectly. After the
conclusion of the performances, HABS
Young Musician of The Year from 2014
Bruce Parris delighted the audience with
his performances of Pierné’s Solo de
Concert on bassoon, while the adjudicator
retired to make his decision. Mr Hewitt’s
expertise and experience became apparent
in the highly detailed, invaluable feedback
he gave to all the finalists. Then came the
moment everyone had been waiting for,
the results. Unsurprisingly, Mr Simm’s
and Miss Cousens’ Hendersons retained
the house shield by a country mile, for the
third consecutive year. In a very tight vote,
Sameer Aiyar-Majeed (9M) was awarded
the Audience Prize after gaining the most
votes from the members of the Audience.
HABS Young Musician of the Year 2015
was awarded to Tamilore Awosile (9H2),
for his touching vocal performance of
Work Song. On being asked about his
stunning victory, Tamilore described his
response: “I was both extremely shocked
and thrilled to win the Music Festival. The
Music Festival is a great opportunity to
showcase your talent, and gain some great
advice, so I would encourage all to grab
this opportunity.”
C Morris
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HABS Classics Evening
In the summer term HABS Boys held its first Classics Evening
for members of the 6th form studying Latin or any Classical
subject. HABS Girls also attended, as did three pupils and their
teacher from our sister school Haberdashers’ Hatcham.
After some food, we listened to talks from two speakers who are
well-known in the Classical field: Dr Nick Lowe and Dr Carrie Vout.
Dr Lowe, of Royal Holloway College, London, talked about the
many different ways you can study Classical subjects at university
and the multitude of courses available. He also used a decorated
Greek vase to show the relevance of Greek art to our world today.
Music to our ears was the revelation from Dr Lowe that Classicists
are simply “smarter than all other graduates” and that a young
graduate in Classics was still seen as a very good prospect by
potential employees.
Our second speaker, Dr Carrie Vout, a Cambridge contemporary
of our very own Ms Simons and now Fellow of Christ’s College,
Cambridge, is an expert in Roman art and has written books on
the subject. She spoke of the depiction of Greek and Roman

theology in sculpture. She captivated us with the style and content
of her speech and dealt admirably with questions from students
and teachers. After the degustation of copious cake, crisps and
M&S sandwiches, we left the Aske Building significantly richer in
Classical knowledge. We would like to thank Mr Whiteman and the
rest of the Classics Department for organising the event, the first
of many.
Vinoshan Vaseekaran, U6

Family History Day
The annual Y7 Family History Afternoon
took place in the summer term. This
event has grown over the years and
now takes place in the Bourne Hall.
The budding Y7 historians interview a
member of their family or extended family

about an experience in their lives. Then
they produce engaging and informative
presentations of their interviews which
were displayed in the afternoon. The
quality of the boys’ work was superb and
a dedicated team proved to be diligent
and helpful in assembling
the display during a
Monday lunchtime.
The History Department was
delighted to welcome more
than 100 family members
to the event, including many
of the interviewees. The
wonderful tea provided by
the school caterers was a
great hit with the guests,
the boys and indeed the
teachers present.

The range of the topics covered in the
interviews this year was particularly diverse
with memories recorded from six different
continents and from a time span ranging
from the 1930s through to 2010, as well
as memories of growing up in North
London in the 1970s and Radlett in the
1980s. One parent said “This captures
HABS wonderfully.”
Ms Miller Smith of the Modern Languages
Department observed that “The lovely
afternoon brought home the fact that we are
a multi-national school, nearly all of us have
ancestors from overseas. You could feel the
sense of pride each of the boys has in his
own heritage.”
S Clark

Review of The Handlebards’ – A Midsummer Night’s Dream
A full house of Y7s and 8s gathered
in the Bourne Hall, rushing to get
the best seats, in expectation of the
Handlebards. This acting troupe had
cycled more than 500 miles from their
last performance in Exeter to come
here; to be honest I’m not sure how
they, being so tired, managed to put on
such a great show.
Four men played all the parts in this whacky,
mad and chaotic version of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream. Despite a complicated plot
involving many different characters and
scenes, the actors managed to perform
everything using simple props and costumes.
The set, although basic, was very clever.
The backdrop was changed using bicycle-

powered pulleys as well as by various props,
this worked amazingly as the audience would
instantly recognise the scene.
Each of the four actors played many
parts – lovers, fairies, mechanicals;
constantly changing personas and
costumes to convey the story without
confusing the audience. As well as all
this they improvised, adding their own
jokes to Shakespeare’s plethora. The
audience loved the play and I’m sure they
would definitely come again if invited to
another performance. If you want a good
laugh and an entertaining experience the
Handlebards are surely for you.
Samuel Newman, Y7
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History Field Day trip to Bletchley Park

For the October Field Day, 51 boys
headed to Bletchley Park. After a
fascinating tour, we saw the huts that
Alan Turing and the other instrumental
code-breakers worked in, the Enigma
machine, and the massive Bombe
replica, built in 2009.

On arrival, we were split up into two groups.
Our group was led by Mrs Bardou and Mr
Gathani. We walked around the huts, looking
at projections that were in the rooms. There
were interactive screens around, ranging
from building a virtual Enigma to working out
the statistics of a combination. We looked

around the house, where there was a display
on the Imitation Game, a movie about Alan
Turing, the man who invented the Bombe.
It was sad to find out that such a great man
had such a sad and untimely death.
During lunch, some of us were lucky
enough to meet Ozzy Osbourne, the famous
rock singer, who happened to be filming a
documentary at Bletchley!
After lunch, we had a code-breaking
workshop. It was an amazing experience to
operate a real Enigma machine. We learnt
how an Enigma machine was set up and tried
our hand at breaking code. All in all, it was a
thoroughly enjoyable experience and a very
moving one. We would like to thank the staff
for organising such a fantastic day.
Thomas Arnott, Y8

HABS Mock General Election 2015
Following the real UK election HABS boys got involved and
marked their crosses next to their favoured candidates in a
Mock General Election.
As part of the run-up to the HABS Mock Election, candidates from
the Upper Sixth held a ‘hustings’ session, where they debated
with each other and spoke to the prospective voters about why
they should win their vote. Memorable moments included the
Conservative candidate, Gordon Hao, declaring ,“everyone loves
money, so why not vote for us to block tax rises?” and the UKIP
candidate, Russell Hughes, pointing out that “it’s about space, not
race”; a comment raucously received by the assembly. Regardless,
the standard of debate was extremely high and, following a
discussion on possible coalition agreements and final statements by
each candidate, the hustings session was declared closed.
As HABS boys flocked to the polls (read: their computers, on
Habsnet) to vote for their preferred party and candidate, tensions
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were high. Would the fashionably different and centrist Liberal
Democrats do surprisingly well? Would the established, wellknown Conservative option of the last five years sway over
voters? Would Labour’s image of better living standards and a
fairer society enamour the champagne socialists of HABS? Would
voters, with the aim of creating a ‘Purple Revolution’ (just for the
fun of it, of course) elect UKIP to government? Stakes were high,
but the results on the 9th of May delivered an all too familiar and
tried-and-tested option – another five years of the Conservatives.
Here were the final results:
Conservatives
Labour
UKIP
Green
Liberal Democrats
Dhruv Kaushik, Y11

Gordon Hao
Vishnu Gnanasubramanian
Russell Hughes
Jacob Tucker
Sam Grossman

292 votes
125 votes
119 votes
103 votes
75 votes

41%
18%
17%
13%
11%
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Nicola Blackwood MP Visits HABS
In September the Politics Society
welcomed Nicola Blackwood MP, Chair
of the Commons Science and Technology
Committee. Ms Blackwood spoke about
her work in Parliament, focusing mainly
on two topics: the migrant crisis and the
solution to inequality.
On the migrant issue, she said we “cannot
be the generation that fails the test of
humanity.” She gave a very emotional
anecdote about a young girl who was living
in one of the many refugee camps based
in Lebanon. She conveyed the dreadful
conditions the young girl and many others
had to live in which was in stark contrast to
their lives before the war.
She further described how the lack of
safety and facilities were making the lives of the women very
difficult. Many young girls were being sexually abused, especially
at night. Ms Blackwood concluded that these camps were simply
not built for purpose and said that more focus should be on
building purpose-built camps with better facilities.

Nicola Blackwood also discussed how technology can be used as
a tool to reduce inequality and how it can help redistribute wealth
not only in the UK but in developing countries. She suggested that
technology can result in less Government corruption and therefore
less inequality, citing the example of Nigeria.
Rahul Kanani, L6

Professor Steven Connor of Peterhouse, Cambridge:
‘Words and Numbers: How Literature and Mathematics Turned Into The Same Thing’
On Wednesday 16th September 2015 LitSoc and MathsSoc jointly
hosted an event where Professor Connor of Peterhouse College
Cambridge gave a talk about ‘Words and Numbers: How Literature
and Mathematics Turned Into The Same Thing.’ The speech was
an illuminating insight into the mind of a writer while publishing and
how, to them, figures such as the number of pages in their book,
and number of books sold, becomes just as important as the words
themselves. He made many connections between the disciplines of
Maths and English, highlighting their common abstract and truth-

seeking nature, opposing the general consensus that they are polar
opposites. An interesting remark he made was how Charles Dickens
printed in instalments to reach a wide an audience as possible; it’s
interesting how the greatest author of the 19th century was more
preoccupied with numbers than words. All in all it was a great event,
full of illuminating and clear insights, which changed the way we
thought about the two subjects. Thanks go to Professor Connor and
we hopefully look forward to see him again in the near future.
Vinoshan Vaseekaran, U6

Our Star Baker
HABS has always proved a breeding
ground for those with varied and diverse
interests, and Tamal Ray is no exception.
He completed his study at HABS in 2004,
graduated with a BA in Medicine from
King’s College London and has since gone
on to become an anaesthetist. Due to the
exposure on the BBC series The Great

British Bake Off, Tamal is now well-known
across the country for his culinary skills.

musical talents, Tamal enjoyed art and
playing sports, especially football.

While at HABS, Tamal lived locally with
his parents, before moving to Manchester.
During his time at the School, he achieved
top grades, yet remained an extremely
modest young man, something that can
still be seen through his interviews on
Bake Off.

While at HABS, Tamal noted that one of
his greatest highlights was the school’s
Mencap Funday. Tamal helped out with
the running of the day and managed a face
painting stall.

Interestingly, reports by teachers all cite
Tamal’s ability in the sciences although,
impressively, he excelled across the
board. Tamal enjoyed music – playing
piano and also being a dedicated member
of the choir - where he was given the
opportunity to perform at school concerts
held at The Barbican, Royal Festival Hall
and St Paul’s Cathedral. Alongside his

In an interview with the BBC, Tamal
reflected: “I was fortunate enough to go to
the best school in the area.”
Everyone at HABS is immensely proud
of Tamal. His baking skills, as well as his
charming, self-deprecating demeanour,
made him a real credit to the school.
Shrey Srivastava, Y11
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Habs Triumphs in Schools Challenge Competition
After a hard-fought and increasingly
testing campaign, Habs were crowned
winners in the 2015 Schools Challenge
Competition on Sunday 26th April at the
National Finals at Westminster School.
In his 4th successive year of progressing
to this stage of the quiz competition,
captain David Verghese (U6) made
the most of his last chance to lead the
team – Jacob Whitehead (L6), Thomas
Sherlock (Y9) and James Verghese
(Y9) – to victory in this well-respected
and highly competitive test of general
knowledge, mental agility and ability to
remain calm under pressure.
Preliminary rounds this season involved
defeating Mill Hill School and Eton College
at South Hampstead High School, and Dr.
Challoner’s and Southend each on home
turf. With solid performances under their
belt this year, then, the team came to the
Finals with a mixture of well-earned quiet
confidence and trepidation: the eight teams
who met at Westminster had all surmounted
comparable challenges in their regional
rounds up to this point.

Pitted against traditional rivals Lancaster
Royal Grammar School in the first round, the
team managed to quell early nerves in order
to emerge victorious by 1010 points to 670.
The semi-final against Bournemouth Girls’
School showcased the talents of all the team,
and the 600-point margin of victory was
testament to the team’s impressive range of
knowledge. This brought Habs to the Final.
They were up against the formidable King
Edward’s School, Birmingham, helmed by
an exceptionally strong captain. Though King
Edward’s took an early lead, over the course

of the match Habs rallied, established a
strong lead, and eventually, with 940 points
to 580, took the match and the trophy.
The team have all performed consistently
strongly throughout the year against some
highly talented opponents from the length
and breadth of the United Kingdom. Thanks
must, of course, go to Mr O’Sullivan, who,
in his roles as organiser and guru, has been
invaluable in running the team for the last
four seasons.
David Verghese, OH (2015)

HABS team secure place at UK Space Design National Finals
This year, the HABS UK Space Design
Competition Team, led by Dillan Devram,
Adiyant Lamba and vice-captain Shamil
Shah, attempted to secure a place at the
National Finals at Imperial College for
the second year in a row. Our task was
to create a video detailing a design for
a self-contained eco-system capable of
supporting outpost settlements of up to
50 people. Despite having the pressure of
AS Levels, we were able to proceed to the
finals, largely thanks to an excellent model,
created solely by IT genius Bhavin Shah, as
well as highly technical video production by
Aaron Gelfand and some excellent research
by the whole team.
After arriving at Imperial on 28th March, we
were taken aback by the creative quality of

our new team, which consisted of gifted
students from all around the country.
Merged into a grand company of 50 people,
we began work immediately on a space
settlement that would be in an orbit around
Earth and Mars. The HABS team split apart at
this stage, as the company was divided into
various aspects such as Structural, Human
and Operations Engineering, Robotics, and
Marketing. Being our second year in the
competition, we were more prepared for the
non-stop marathon of work and the meetings
and technical sessions with leading industry
experts, which resulted in little or no sleep for
most of the contestants - this was, after all,
a simulation of the real process astronautical
engineers go through! By the time many of
us returned to our rooms at the hotel, it was
already time for us to eat our breakfast and
make our way to
the presentation.
Thanks to our
added experience
this time around,
two of our
members were
able to secure
leadership
positions
- Janthula
Ranchagoda as
head of Human
Engineering
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and Jacob Knight as head of Structural
Engineering - so we were confident of
success. However every single member of
the team put in a monumental effort; Aadil
Khan in the Structural section, Dillan Devram,
Tom Glinnan and Shamil Shah in Operations,
as well as Adiyant Lamba and Bhavin Shah
in Human Engineering and Automations
respectively. Zayn Khamisa, Daniel Hyman
and Aaron Gelfand were also invaluable in
Marketing and Presentation.
Once all the teams had given their respective
presentations to a panel of industry experts, it
was time for the grand finale, the revealing of
results and the decision that would send 12
people from the winning team to compete at
the International Space Design Competition at
the NASA Kennedy Space Centre in Florida.
Although our company was unable to secure
a place on this prestigious trip, we gained
valuable experience for both the competition
next year and our exposure to science in
industry in general.
Many thanks to Mr Kingdon and Mrs Letts
for accompanying us at the finals, and to
Mr Kingdon for being our supervisor over
the three years we have participated in this
competition. We hope that HABS continues
to participate and succeed in this competition
over years to come.
Adiyant Lamba, U6 and Dillan Devram, U6
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Geography Trip to Iceland
The first long weekend of the Easter
holidays saw 36 aspiring geographers
from Y9 travel to the land of fire and
ice: Iceland.
After the plane’s emergency landing on
the Reykjavik airstrip due to strong winds,
the group eventually made it to Keflavik
airport. The unpredictable Icelandic weather
defined the trip as the group experienced
snowstorms, clear skies and gale force
winds within the first 24 hours. As they
say in Iceland “be prepared as the weather
changes every five minutes!”
20

Highlights of the trip included lava tube
caving; viewing mesmeric waterfalls such
as Gulfoss; a visit to the UNESCO World
Heritage site of Thingvellir - not only an
important historic landmark as the birthplace
of Iceland’s parliament, but also a place
where the Eurasian and North American
tectonic plates diverge away from one
another a few millimetres per year.
Other memorable moments included seeing
the Strokkur geyser erupt several times to
a height of around 30 metres, visiting Vik’s
incredible basalt columns and black sand

beaches and lastly relaxing in the worldrenowned Blue Lagoon.
It was a truly awe-inspiring and memorable
trip and thanks must go to Mr Bown, Mr
Stiff, Mr Cooper and Mr Taberner for making
the trip such a success!
Alex Jones, Y10
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Mountaineering Club trip to North Wales
A group of intrepid Y9s
got their first taste
of mountaineering
last weekend in the
Snowdonia National
Park, North Wales. After
a long trip up on Friday
evening and a brief
night’s rest, Alex Jones,
Blaise Quinton, Aryaman
Jhunjhunwala, Danial
Surti, Eugene Tsang,
Dylan Shah and Albert
Wright set off for the
Ogwen valley led by Drs
Hobbs and Gannarelli.
All demonstrated good skills
and a willingness to learn
immediately on the way
up to Llyn Idwal and, with
the weather holding, the
challenge was increased
as we picked our way over
to and up into the Cwm
Cneifon. Unfortunately, a
snow-filled gully prevented
us ascending further to the ridge, as planned,
and so we continued round under Y Gribin
to Cwm Bochlywd before returning to our
minibus and the hostel.
After an evening acquiring a different set
of skills (darts and pool!), we departed on

Sunday morning to tackle Moel Siabod (872
m). Reaching the cloudless but very windy
summit before midday we were treated to
some glorious views across the National
Park. A swift descent followed in the hope
of avoiding the approaching rain but to no

avail! Despite the soaking, nothing could
detract from what had been a successful
and inspiring weekend in the mountains.
Dr G Hobbs

Senior Ski trip
The Senior Ski Trip went to Serre
Chevalier in the French Alps this
year and all agreed it was a hugely
successful and enjoyable ski trip. Mr
Hardman has been on the previous 20
trips and he said it was one of the best.
The weather for skiing was incredible:
sunny on the first morning, then snow for

a day and a half, followed by four further
days of sunny skiing. This meant there
were no excuses to hang around in the
hotel and there was much satisfying skiing
had by all.
The teachers said how brilliantly behaved
the boys were and it was a great pleasure
to hear the hotel staff sing their praises.

They commented that they showed
excellent manners and helped clean the
tables after every meal. The boys also
organised presents for both of their ski
instructors which they presented with
confidence, clarity and good humour.
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French Exchange to Paris
As we got off the train with England behind us, we knew the
trip was going to be something to remember.
We reached Alma, the French exchanges’ school, met our exchanges
and instantly settled in with our new friends. After a weekend with the
exchanges, where students went away with their new-found friend
or simply stayed in Paris to bask in its glory, we were all content and
optimistic about the entirety of the trip we had remaining.
Our hopes were not wrong. We spent the days going to the attractions
of Paris from the Arc de Triomphe to the Eiffel Tower, the days
seemed to continuously progress to new heights of enjoyment. After
the tourism was ticked off the list for the day, each student spent the
night with their exchange, whether it was playing FIFA together or just
conversing with each other.
Our French skills were brought to reality and we all seemed to improve
and become more confident as the trip progressed.
On the penultimate day of the trip, we spent the afternoon with our
exchange and our friends, since they have time off on a Wednesday.
This was my personal highlight of the trip as each country’s
exchange could see the personality of one another among their
friends, but also it was refreshing to be able to speak freely.
For any French students, I would highly suggest this trip, the
teachers were extremely helpful, whether it was for the language tips
or for the guided tours. The trip was one of the best experiences I
have had with the school.
Bayley Grainge, Y10
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Y10 Spanish Exchange
During the Easter holidays, a group
of 18 boys embarked on an exciting
exchange trip to Seville, which gave
us a unique and enjoyable chance to
improve our Spanish and experience
the culture.
Each day we went to school with our
exchanges, attending a few lessons
with them before touring the city. The
excursions included a bicycle tour around
the picturesque city, the Seville Cathedral,
the Alcázar palace and its layers of ancient
architecture, and the city of Cádiz with a
trip to the beach along the way.
Our exchanges were fun and welcoming
hosts, taking us to watch bull-fights,
football matches (one between Seville
and Barcelona!) as well as experiencing
the vibrant nightlife.
We look forward
to welcoming our
exchanges in June and
would like to thank Miss
von Truchsess and Mr
Charman for taking us
on this memorable trip.
Jack Ronayne, Y10
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HABS LINGUISTS – GOING PLACES!
Did you know that we have more reciprocal language exchanges at HABS than
any other school in the country? Or that more than 200 HABS boys took part in
one of our languages trips or exchanges last year?
Here is a brief visual guide to where they went – and what they thought of it.

Bon voyage! Gute Reise!
Buen viaje!

C’était magnifique!
Il a fait beau et ma
correspondante était
très sympa !

On a passé
une semaine excellente. La
cuisine et la culture alsaciennes,
les corres’, tout était formidable. De
plus, on a beaucoup parlé français.
On s’est fait des amis pour la vie.

Chambéry est une
ville extraordinaire!
Nous avons passé des
moments inoubliables!

UK

L’échange m’a donné
l’occasion de parler
beaucoup de français;
c’était super!

Deutschland

En France
Paris Year 9 - exchange Collège privé de l’Alma
Aix-en-Provence Year 11 - exchange Lycée Paul Cézanne
Chambéry Year 8 - exchange Collège St François de Sales
Strasbourg L6th - exchange Gymnase Jean Sturm

La France

Espanña
En España
Barcelona Year 8 - cultural trip
Seville Year 10 - exchange Colegio Sagrada Familia de Urgel
Granada Sixth Form - study visit
24
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Wir hatten so viel Spaß
im Schwarzwald. Braucht
sonst noch jemand eine
Kuckucksuhr?

Mein Besuch in München war
wunderbar. Es hat viel Spaß
gemacht und hoffentlich fahre
ich wieder dahin!

In Deutschland
Offenburg Year 8 - exchange Schiller Gymnasium
Münich Year 10 - exchange Arcisstrasse Munich
Düsseldorf L6th - work experience Matare Gymnasium

Me gusta Barcelona
porque es divertido con
muchas actividades y mucho sol!

Lo pasamos bomba en Sevilla
con el sol, la comida y las
Sevillanas. Lo disfrutamos
mucho - ¡quiero volver ya!
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History Trip to Berlin - 17-19 October 2015
At 4am one chilly Saturday morning, a group
of bleary-eyed Y11, 12 and 13s assembled
at Luton airport. Despite the early start time
we eagerly boarded the plane bound for
Berlin, where we would spend the next few
days learning about its fascinating history.
Thankfully Mr Simm was the master at
navigating the German S-Bahn and U-Bahn
transport systems. Berlin is a beautiful city
with so much to see and to try to detail the
chronology of the entire trip here would take
too long, so I will point out a few highlights:
the Berlin Holocaust Memorial, a marvel
to behold in nearly five acres of sloping
field covered with 2,711 concrete slabs
arranged in a grid pattern and Sachenhausen
Concentration Camp were two of the
most memorable. Our guide Gabriel, who
coincidentally went to the same secondary
school as Dr Courtney, divided opinion with
his conservative views. His insightful tour
ended up as not only a talk on history, but
on life itself! He took us round a museum
and was just as knowledgeable on the
ancient history as he was on the modern
era. Another high point was Station 17,
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where the trains left for the concentration
camps. We were joined by a group of
Israelis singing songs of remembrance
that gave the whole place an unforgettable
atmosphere. We also visited the Reichstag,
the German Parliament building, where we
got some great views of the city from the
roof and of course, of the Berlin Wall. For
just the Early Modernists at the German
History Museum, Dr Courtney covered
the whole of the Reformation course in
10 minutes! Where there was no guide,
Mr Simm gladly took on the role, lecturing
us for up to 45 minutes at a time, both
enriching and engaging at the same time.
All of the sites, particularly those to do with
the Holocaust, produced a humbling effect
on the whole group; it is one thing to sit in
a classroom studying this tragedy but to
go to a place where 40,000 died is another
altogether.
Apart from all this history, there were many
other great things about the trip, first and
foremost being the bonding that took place
between the year groups, as we all shared
experiences and gave advice to each other

and I have personally made some new
acquaintances as a result of the trip. Many
laughs were had trying to travel between
places, such as getting completely lost
just trying to find the hotel and getting onto
packed trains during rush hour! Other funny
moments included Mr. Simm meeting us an
hour late one morning and pronouncing to
Dr. Courtney, ‘I’m going to kill Adam Talib!’
after he set his alarm for the wrong time.
Finally, the food in Berlin was excellent, with
gigantic pizzas (hardly local cuisine) filling
us to the brim every night. The L6 boys felt
like we had visited every Starbucks in the
city, these being our standard port of call
during our free time.
I would like to thank Mr Simm, Dr Courtney,
Ms Leigh, and Miss von Truchess (whose
German knowledge was invaluable) for
making this trip one of the very best I have
been on whilst at Habs.
Jonathan Adams, L6
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Y12 Geography Field trip
The Y12 geographers honed their fieldwork techniques and
consolidated their theoretical understanding of coastal
geomorphology with a three-day residential field trip to
Dorset’s Jurassic Coast.
From investigating beach profiles on Chesil beach to exploring the
geology of Durdle Door and carrying out species diversity transects
on Studland’s dune system, the pupils worked hard, processing
their findings and completing past paper questions in the evening.
J Bown

Y10 Geography field trip to Cambridge
In June 102 Y10 Geography pupils
and seven staff made the annual trip
to Cambridge as preparation for their
Paper 4 Alternative to coursework exam
next year.
The day involved numerous investigative
tasks; including land use surveys,
housing classification, environmental

quality surveys and the old favourite
questionnaires. Real life application of
geographical theory and seeing concepts
taught in the class room at first hand
continues to be an integral part of the
geography syllabus. The weather was kind
and allowed the pupils to see Cambridge in
its full glory and gave them an opportunity

to explore the city that many will hope to
study at in a few years’ time. All the boys
conducted themselves superbly throughout
the day and many thanks to Mrs Lemoine,
Mr Cooper, Mr Bown, Mr Keenleyside
and Mr Lloyd-Williams for their time and
support in running the successful trip.
J Bown
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GCSE & A Level exhibition

Noah Max, GCSE

Christopher Frangeskides, GCSE

Hugo Chung, A Level

Hugo Chung, A Level
Hugo Chung, A Level
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GCSE & A Level exhibition (continued)

Arjun Singh, GCSE

Rahil Sharma, GCSE

Alex Davies, GCSE

Craig Hall, GCSE

Hugo Chung, A Level

GCSE
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Rohit Biswas, GCSE

Nirav Shah, GCSE

Ozan Khan, AS Level

Nikhil Ladwa, A Level

Lucas Sakamoto, GCSE
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GCSE & A Level exhibition (continued)

Sahil Baid, GCSE

Noah Max, GCSE

Group photo, GCSE

Dominic Mastrangelo GCSE
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Nikhil Ladwa A Level

Turner Art Club
The Year 7 Turner Art Club take part in an
Andy Warhol Art Factory experience.
After school on Monday 9th March,
15 year 7 students attended an Andy
Warhol Factory themed Turner Art Club
with Mr. Keenleyside.
They each produced an A2 portrait image of
their hero/icon with emphasis on shadows
and bright highlights in an Andy Warhol
style, adding bold paints to affirm the Pop
Art genre.
The Turner Art Club is a monthly after-school
club run for art students that have shown high
enthusiasm and skill for the subject.

Adam Jovine

Ishaan Shah

Nayan Thapar, Isaac Green and
Chinmay Mullapudi (l to r)
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Literature
Cage
What is it to be free? Is it a right that each of us possesses, allowing
all human beings to express their emotions towards something such
as the viability of a God, or the corruption of a government? Is it
the ability to make free choice in any circumstance given? Is it the
power to write and speak as one wants? Most people will answer
‘yes’ to all of those questions. Now tell me. Is freedom the right to
grab a handgun from your cupboard, load a clip and walk into a
school? Or to rob money from a local bank? Most people would
answer no to these questions. Why is that? Isn’t channelling your
anger through a series of gunshots simply an exercise of free will?
I believe that we, as humans, are not free. Freedom is a false sense
of security handed to us by men whose job it is to exploit and lie.
A delusion that tricks our minds into believing that our country is
civilized and secure. Freedom, in itself, is a lie.
Just imagine a cage. A cage with strong metal bars and a locked
door. Inside that cage is you; but not exactly. This person (or should
I say, creature) is not you. While its general complexion is yours, its
teeth are stained yellow. Its hands are crusted and torn, with calluses
lining the knuckles. The hair is crawling with lice and dirt has gathered
underneath the toenails. It squats, leaning forward against the door of
the cage. A deranged look lines the creature’s face, exposing its teeth.
Through its chapped lips it howls and cries in a monotone, longing
for its own freedom. Yet it is still you. The same person who goes to
school in the morning and returns home in the evening.
Yet the creature is not tangible. It exists within the cage in the
deepest corner of your mind. The one place where your thoughts
never visit, where they dare not visit. You must keep the cage closed
in order for the creature to never escape; the very idea of letting it
out scares you. It is simply too powerful. For this creature is not

some fairytale ogre, intent on taking a little boy’s bike for not eating
his dinner. It is everything you could be. It contains every emotion
you hide, every aspiration you have. All these feelings we feel,
like jealousy and greed, are contained solely within this creature.
Your true aspirations of being something more than what society
conforms us to are contained within this creature. Everything you
hide due to a sense of embarrassment or fear of breaking the law are
within this one creature. It is your true self, not the façade you put on
every day. True freedom requires us to set ourselves free.
All it takes is a little push.
Just creep into that corner of your mind, and let that creature out.
Every dream you have and feeling you disguise can be released,
exposing a world of possibilities for you. If people just made
that little push and broke free of the restraints society imposes,
wouldn’t the world be so much better? The very notion of fulfilling
everything you truly desire is exciting, is it not? People would be
happy, carrying on with life without a care in the world, all free
from law and regulations. Of course, there would be casualties and
possibly many people would lose their lives, but isn’t it worth it to
bring about a huge advancement of humanity?
Society can aspire to do greater things, changing the world and leave
a greater legacy. All because people let that creature out and embrace
their true personas. People will call it psychopathic. They will say it will
bring about the crumble of civilization. They will call me insane.
It will be described as ‘madness’ and not ‘freedom,’ but at the end
of the day, what’s the difference?
Vivek Gudi, Y10

Four Minutes, Thirty Seconds
His eyes, a piercing blue, stared uneasily out the window. Four
minutes, thirty seconds to go. Each moment felt like an eternity.
Beads of sweat dropped from his forehead, forming a small puddle
on the floor; the gag secured tightly to his mouth prevented him
from yelling for help. He struggled to release himself, but his hands
were bound firmly to the seat. He thrashed and tugged at the
ropes, but they wouldn’t yield.
Four minutes, nineteen seconds.
He could feel his heart beat growing quicker and stronger; it seemed
as if it were trying to rip a hole in his chest. It was hard not to focus
on the horrors that awaited him. How could it have got to this?
Four minutes, thirty seconds: The age gap between identical twin
brothers Elliot and Connor Nightingale.
It’s funny how you can look at two people and although they look
the same, they are so distinctly different that you would never know
they were related. They were different from the very beginning; all
that could ever be heard was the sound of Elliot crying in his crib,
whereas Connor was subdued and peaceful. As they grew up, Elliot
spent every waking hour playing football in the garden with his
friends, whilst Connor spent most of his time sitting by the window,
watching curiously as they played. Children never took to him like
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they did to Elliot; he was never as outgoing or funny. There were no
obvious issues between the twins, they didn’t argue - in fact they
seemed close, they looked out for each other. Deep down there was
resentment however. Connor could not get over his jealousy of his
brother. Their parents saw this as sibling rivalry and thought nothing
of it; they never anticipated how much it could escalate.
As he swerved round a sharp bend, he looked back at the man sitting
in the third row, the only other person on the bus. He no longer saw
any resemblance in the man’s face to his own - all he saw was the
bruised, bloody face of someone who had caused him nothing but
pain and self-doubt. Soon it would all be over. He was doing what he
considered the only way of stopping the pain. No more Connor or Elliot
Nightingale and all the agonising pain and suffering would end.
Three minutes, forty seconds.
He turned back to the road with tears forming in his eyes. He was
beginning to shake with worry and anticipation. He had no route
planned in his mind; all he knew was that he needed to drive.
Somewhere. Anywhere. Driving the bus gave him the power and
superiority over his older brother, which he had always longed for.
How could he even be considered as the ‘older brother’? He was
only older by four minutes, thirty seconds. He pictured the small
bomb attached to the bottom of the bus. He had assembled the
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components separately, bought anonymously from unknown internet
vendors. All the pieces of his plan were coming together. Not long to
go now.
Their problems had been overlooked, pushed under the rug and left to
be forgotten, until Christmas day the previous year. As Connor sipped
his eggnog and dug into his piece of Christmas pudding, he looked
around the table. What others may have seen as something to be
grateful for, he saw as disappointing. Opposite was his brother Elliot
who was sitting next to his beautiful wife and their little girl, Rosie.
Nothing would satisfy Connor more than to have a daughter of his
own as innocent and loveable as Rosie. Connor regarded his life as
an embarrassment, aged twenty-four and still living at home. He had
ambition, but no knowledge or self-confidence to follow through with
anything. His brother, a successful City trader since he was sixteen, had
offered him guidance and wisdom at numerous times over the years.
Connor saw these incidents as mere jabs at him, a way of making him
feel bad about himself and to remind him of his brother’s wonderful
success. It seemed to him that no achievement of his would ever be as
great as his brother’s. Elliot would always trump him. In his eyes even
his own parents pitied him, which was obvious from the extra scoop
of ice cream on his plate. It screamed out to him, ‘Your parents know
you will never achieve Elliot’s success, so here is a sop, a consolation
prize.’ Even worse, they assumed he would not be intelligent enough or
sufficiently self-aware to realise. Connor glared at Elliot, no longer out of
mere envy, but now with pure resentment, fast becoming hatred.
Elliot clenched his teeth together, trying to tear apart the gag knotted
tightly around his mouth. His mind was swarming with more
emotions than he ever considered possible. Fear. Confusion. Regret.
The heat of the bus was hindering his vision and making him feel
drowsy. Nothing seemed clear to him other than the fact that the
man driving the bus was no longer the little brother he once knew.
Something had changed his little brother: despite being unusual,
would never be capable of this in his right mind.
Three minutes, twenty-five.
Elliot continued to gnaw at the rope between his lips and could feel
his blood beginning to trickle down his chin. He pictured Rosie, his
little princess. He had to see her again. This wasn’t the end.
He wasn’t aware of the repercussions at the time; he did not know
that he would become hooked. All he understood was that he felt
miserable and he needed something to take his mind off things. At
first the impact was minor: it gave him the confidence he had always
envied in his brother; yet he still felt himself, his old bitter self. But as
time went on that became all he could think about. Without the drugs
he became lonely, aggravated and fixated. He was always desperate
for them, always wanting more.
Never content. Those poisonous capsules were deadlier than a
bullet. A bullet is fast and only harms the person it hits. Whereas
these pills were slow, but took their time at sucking the life out of
Connor and they enjoyed every moment of it. It was not just him
that they harmed, the pain was infectious. He lashed out at people,
anyone he came into contact with. His family began to fear for their
own lives as well as his. How could it have got to this?
Elliot’s memory was still hazy; all he remembered from the past few
hours was Connor turning up at his house and wrenching open the
front door. Connor threatened to take Rosie if he didn’t cooperate.
She was so scared. So fragile. The next thing Elliot could recall
was being shoved into the bus, forcefully being tied to a chair and
smacked around the face a couple of times. He was aware of the
bomb attached to the bottom of the bus and he knew it would go off
in a few moments time if he didn’t do something about it. Though he
had no idea how Connor had got his hands on a bomb. Or a bus, if he
was being pedantic. He knew if he could just talk to Connor, reason
with him, he could get through to him. As he chewed through the last
remaining pieces of rope he began to splutter blood onto the floor.

Two minutes, fifty-eight.
The bus swerved to the right, knocking him against the window.
‘Connor! Mate, look at me. Stop the bus. It isn’t too late to change
things, you’re not thinking straight.’
As Elliot shrieked this, Connor skidded the bus to a halt and turned
round to face his older brother. The tears rolling down his pale cheeks
were not filled with envy or anger; they were droplets of pain and
confusion. He walked towards his brother and sat down beside him.
Two minutes, thirty-four.
‘Why, why is this happening? I feel trapped. Every...everything is
wrong. Why is it happening? Why, why does it always happen to
me?’ he muttered, stumbling over some words.
Elliot looked into his brother’s eyes, and beyond the dilated pupils he
could see a little boy, confused and lonely looking out of the window
and watching a group of boys play football in the garden. For the first
time he understood why his brother was so distressed.
‘Connor. I know it hasn’t been easy for you. I understand. But we
can’t just give up. When things get hard we can’t just stop. We
have to be strong and fight it. We have to be there for each other,
as brothers. We have to be strong together. So why don’t we get off
this bus, Connor?’ Elliot said, trying to keep the anxiety out of his
voice so as not to trigger an irreparable reaction in his brother.
In that moment, Connor’s resentment towards his brother was
replaced by a brotherly love. His only objective now was to protect
Elliot. He did not care for his own well-being, only that of his brother.
Despite the cause of all his misery being addressed, he did not see
the possibility of a future without pain and suffering.
One minute, twenty-six.
Conscious of their awaiting fate on the underside of the bus, he hurriedly
began to loosen his brother’s hands from the rope. This seemed an
impossible task to a man not in his right mind. As he struggled over the
tight knots his temper rose and he punched the seat in frustration.
Fifty-nine seconds.
He became more and more agitated as they would not give. Elliot
remembered the penknife in his front pocket and gestured for his
brother to use it. Connor cut the ropes as quickly as possible. His
brother had never seen such ambition in his eyes.
Thirty-eight seconds
Ignoring the stench of Elliot’s blood as it began to congeal on his face,
Connor finally severed the rope and released Elliot from the chair. The
two brothers dashed to the front of the bus and Elliot rushed through
the open door without looking back. Connor did not follow him out.
Twenty-five seconds.
Connor pressed the button to shut the door. The two brothers may have
been united by their love, but they had now been divided physically.
Twelve seconds.
As Elliot reached the pavement on the other side of the road, realising
his brother was not next to him, he looked back to the bus urgently.
His final sighting of his brother Connor was his eyes, a piercing blue,
staring fearfully at him with his hand on the window. He uttered no
words, but there were signs of a faint smile on his face.
In an instant a cloud of red, hot fire and acrid, black smoke detonated
from the bus. The sound was loud enough to disturb a skeleton in its
coffin. Elliot stood there, watching, struggling to find a reason to take
in another breath of air. The tears rolling down his pale cheeks were
not filled with anger; they were droplets of pain and confusion.
Oliver Mosheim, Y8
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Ghost
Care would be an overstatement, trepidation an understatement.
Certainly not Solomon’s usual indifference.
Between the dying leaves, and the crying trees he walked.
It was there, that he came across the ghost; he knew he would.
Bound by a broken pair of handcuffs, it breathed without breath.
It took him a few seconds to muster the strength.
The question tasted bitter in his mouth.
“Do you remember, smiles or laughter? Or the grieving and crying
and the pain thereafter? Mountains of white, and rays of gold?
Eyes so bright, and hearts so bold…”
The ghost turned to respond,
Opened his mouth,
Waved a cuffed left hand…
Hate dribbled from his tongue,
It pooled amongst the leaves below.
Ignorance and sarcasm dripped from his lips.
Solomon turned and spat,
With a venom of every colour,
With the defiance of all man,

“I’d rather be on earth than in heaven.”
The ghost did not know.
The ghost would not move.
And with a vengeance that could be only mine,
“It takes a lifetime to die”
He cried, fervent but defeated.
I hear his voice in silences,
Though that is not enough.
That is not enough.
Solomon was walking home,
And on the side of the road,
The fat vicar sat and cried
It takes a lifetime to die. He explained:
“We’re too alone, to be alone, in the blackness that surrounds,
We’re too alone, to be alone, in the blackness that surrounds”
“And though reality might disagree, God is here with me,
And though reality might disagree, God is here with me.”
It takes a lifetime to die.
Isaac Zamet, Y12

Lily
Nothing has changed. The kaleidoscopic spectacle of garish neon
is still overwhelming. The blinding party strobes are still dizzying.
The hellish screams of prepubescent girls enduring the Catherine
Wheel still pierces through the sepulchral air. And, in the near
distance, her laughter still lingers across the field. Her cherubim
giggles are muffled by the thunderous, carnival atmosphere, yet
Lily’s virtuous laughter can still be heard. Just listen carefully...
I miss her.
Nothing has changed. The attractions remain intact. And now,
for the first time in many months, ‘The Spirit of Pinner’ has reopened to her adoring public. For far too long, we have waited,
with such morose anxiety. It has drawn so much fever, so much
hype. Swarms of locals have rushed to see it, so compelled to
attend, believing it to be their moral obligation. Villages nearby have
pilgrimaged too to observe the sacred sights, offering gifts as a
symbol of respect.
These universally admired attractions strike a chord with so many
people, from so many demographics. Two by two, we have visited:
goths and punks, grandfathers and grandmothers, boys and girls.
A parish vicar, a shrewd rabbi and a pious imam have also visited
the attraction. This commercial success is not only a hit with the
locals but the whole nation has been drawn to it too.
She was only fourteen.
The tabloid press, pathogenic parasites, is thrilled by the entire
affair. They have followed it right from the start, never failing to
churn out yet another sensationalist headline. Oh no, the bastards
have never failed to dramatise.
“The girl who loved too much” – the headlines read.
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The fairground administration has asked me to open the attraction
with a speech of commemoration.
Violet fuchsia. Lily would have loved it. A bouquet of pungent
fuchsias rest by the Merry-Go-Round. A poignant sight. I weep;
I can still remember. My girlfriend’s laughter can still be heard
- It was like yesterday when she and I held hands. We were
like untamed lionesses, soaring through the plains. It was like
yesterday when I tasted her ambrosial lips, sweeter than candy
floss. It was like last night when we had our first kiss.
The new attraction is more than a bouquet of flowers. It rests in
memory of the bravest girl I’ll ever know. Lily was the kind of girl
who was not afraid to tell the world that she loved me. She was
defiant to the end. Her defiance inspired all those girls who hide
their true feelings in fear of society’s damning indictments. Yet it
was this relentless ferocity that also caused her death.
If only I had looked back, that night. If only I had looked back and
see them take her from me, it may never have happened. She
might never have surrendered her flesh to those thugs.
Nothing has changed. We’re still flayed, beaten and worst of all,
shamed, to within an inch of our lives. Nothing has changed. We
still continue to ignore the bigotry. We still continue to lament the
tragedy. When will the hatred end? When will I see the day when
Lily and I can freely declare our affection towards each other? Will
society ever welcome the fact that we both share love, in spite of
sharing gender?
Nothing has changed.
Archuna Ananthamohan, Y12
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Design and Technology Exhibition
In November the Design Technology
Department once again hosted our annual
Exhibition, showcasing the previous year’s
GCSE project work from both Resistant
Materials and Graphic Products.
We had the honour to welcome Rikki Shah
as a speaker – Rikki left HABS in 2004
and went to the London College of Fashion
to study Menswear. He is now a very
successful entrepreneur running his own
fashion label called ‘Trikki’ which he runs
jointly with his sister.
The excellent PowerPoint presentation
covered a whole range of topics from
how to be successful entrepreneur to the
importance of developing a creative and
enquiring mind.

At the end of the evening Mr Shah
presented the following boys with
Design Prizes for their projects:
For GCSE Resistant Materials
(Mr Dathan’s class)
Nick Tekkis for his Chess &
Backgammon board.
For GCSE Resistant Materials
(Mr Holmes’ group)
Jacob Knight for his kindle storage and light
unit for camping.
For GCSE Graphic Products
(Mr Roncarati’s class)
Archie Preston for his FIERO design for Fast
Food packaging.

For Graphic Products
(Mr Hardman’s group)
Bhavin Shah for producing promotional
material and merchandise for his rock
band, “Faceless.”
These Design Awards are given each year to
a student from each GCSE teaching group
who has, in our judgement, managed to
combine creative design with a very high
standard of workmanship.
N Holmes
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Design and Technology Exhibition

James Kopitko, storage unit

Alex Howe, desk tidy unit

Neil Jobanputra, violin stand

Kewin Sliwa, a chess board
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Finn Heraghty, X Box storage unit

David Sluszny, produced for a store selling cupcakes
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Vlad Skorik, desk lamp, Bauhaus style

James O’Brien, winner of the Design Technology Graphic Product Prize 2015 for board
game “Deposit.”

Thomas Johnston, designed board game based on the ‘Race &
Chase’ called ‘Conquest.’

Oliver Shalson, toy train

Thomas Jacobs, designed and made a board game based on
The Crusades

Timothy Yiu, gadget tidy
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Design and Technology Exhibition

Zak Wagman, produced for a Pizza restaurant and delivery service

Ben Wright, sports kit holder

Rohan Sharma, gadget tidy

Om Kanabar, guitar stand
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Anthony Debson, produced for a Fast Food restaurant

Ben Stoker, coffee Table
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Aashrit Ahuja, gadget tidy

Ben Deitsch, general storage and headphone holder

Krishiv Desai, produced a board game

Nikhil Dawda, child’s booster seat

Oliver Nash, stylish bowl

Luke Shuker, child’s toy

Joe Koopman, a gadget tidy
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Resistant Materials GCSE student achieves full marks!
Congratulations to Nikhil Dawda who achieved full marks (400 UMS
points) in his GCSE DT exam this summer.
Nikhil is the first pupil in HABS to achieve this prestigious result. He
designed and made a child’s booster seat for his coursework project which
was worth 60% of the overall mark. He then managed to attain full marks
in the two hour written paper, half of which was designing creative ideas
to a given design problem. The other half of the exam tested his theoretical
understanding of the subject.

Creating an Xbox storage unit
I began my project, after deciding on creating a ‘gadget tidy’,
on researching similar products. For example, I looked at the
variety of items that people choose to store in gadget tidies, and
how they had been aesthetically and ergonomically designed.
This meant choosing specific existing products and evaluating
their design features in order to gain ideas for my product.
After some research, I chose to design and make a storage unit for
an Xbox 360. At this point, I had to consider who would be using
my product and what they would want from it. In order to do this I
created a questionnaire and then, from the results, I constructed a
client profile. It was discovered that I would also need to store all
of the relevant accessories, including a head-set, two controllers
and possibly games. Considerations had to be made for safety
standards and where the unit would sit in the room, for instance
whether it would be on a shelf or on top of a larger unit.
After considerable investigation, I began to look at the design
of the product. This involved the aesthetics and materials
used, as well as the general size and shape. In addition I had
to consider how a person would carry the unit, and therefore
what size and weight the customer would be comfortable
carrying (ergonomics). At this point I began to consider the
dimensions of the accessories, meaning that I had to measure
all of them in order to accommodate for them. However,
at this time, a complication arose. The new Xbox One was
released, which was significantly larger, and I hoped to

accommodate for it too. This meant that I had to consider a design
that would be appropriate for both Xbox One and 360 users, in
order to appeal to a wider market.
Next, I began to develop initial designs after brainstorming different
approaches to size and shape. After having sketched various
ideas, I developed a few chosen designs on CAD (Computer Aided
Design - Solidworks). I then evaluated them, considering all of their
advantages and disadvantages, fine-tuning my ideas into a final
design, for which I did the same process. At this point, I created
the first scaled-down physical model of my product from foam
and MDF (Medium Density Fibreboard) in order to give myself an
idea of proportions and overall shape. I further evaluated the design
and considered aspects from the client’s point of view, changing
certain features of my design.
By this point, I was almost ready to make the product, but first
I had to make my final choices for the materials I would make it
from, which involved doing various tests to check the strengths
and finishes of materials. Following this, I created flow charts for
each component, outlining each process that needed to take place
to make them while drawing a full-size drawing of my storage
unit, so that I could get a final view of overall proportion and size. I
came up with the idea of making part of the unit adjustable, so that
it would accommodate for both the Xbox One and 360, as well as
support the Xbox 360 if the user chose to store the Xbox vertically.
At this point development of the product in the workshop was
underway. Accounting for limitations, it was necessary to change
small aspects of my previous methods. However, after a long
period of practical work, all of the components had been made and
the finishes applied. It was now time to construct my final product.
Although I had already dry-fitted it without using glue to ensure that
all of the parts were the right size, I was slightly nervous to see
the project finally take shape. Yet, in the end, there were no issues
and the product was finished - including the capacity to store two
controllers, a headset, up to about six games and either an Xbox
One or 360.
I thoroughly enjoyed the overall experience and I look forward to
my on-coming project for the 6th form.
Finn Heraghty, L6

42

Skylark 2015 Originals

Features

43

Skylark 2015 Features

HABS: A Community
of Readers
The Haberdashers community can pride
itself on being very literate; there is a huge
array of reading taking place every day
among pupils and staff. But how many of
the boys here read regularly for pleasure?
This year all boys and staff were encouraged
to talk about writing and books with the
‘Community of Readers’ scheme. We have
had writers visiting the school, teachers and
boys giving presentations on their favourite
books, academic departments running their
own ‘book weeks’ and many other activities
to foster a love of reading in the boys which
will stay with them for life.

Ben Shuker
“My favourite book is called “The Trouble
with Physics” and is written by Lee Smolin.
It is fascinating because Smolin really
attempts to show the reader what the world
of being a Physicist in the modern era is like
and how it has changed over the past 100
years. For the layman with a strong interest
in Physics, it makes for a good read as it
covers some of the technical advances in
recent years, and where this is likely to take
us both literally, as well as philosophically
in science as a whole.”

Will Withyman, School Captain

I spoke to Matthew Judd, the Second
Master, and this year’s School and House
Captains about their favourite books…

“I recently read Darker than Night by
John Lutz. I really enjoyed reading this
suspenseful thriller, following the life of a
mysterious serial killer and the detectives
after him. The front cover was enough
to give me the shivers; making this a
book one you could correctly judge by its
cover. I would definitely recommend it.”

Mr Judd, Second Master
“I am currently reading ‘Ghosts’ by Ed
McBain - it’s a police procedural novel. I’ve
recently been through a phase of reading
crime novels, and I’ve read a large number
of those Swedish noir novels, such as the
fantastic Martin Beck series. They were
pioneers of the police procedural novel, and
they recommended the Ed McBain series,
which I often find is a way I discover new
books. ‘Ghosts’ is pretty gruesome too, so
I enjoy it!
Books are about knowing someone else’s
life. Don’t we often find out about ourselves
by references to other people’s lives?
I usually find out about books by talking
to other people, such as other members
of staff who read a lot. My parents are
avid readers, and my grandmother was
an amazing reader - I spent much of my
childhood browsing public libraries.
My favourite book is The Shipping News
by E. Annie Proulx. She had no success as
a writer until her late 50s and this was her
breakthrough book. If you open any page,
there is a sort of richness of descriptive
prose which is pretty astonishing. It’s really
about the landscapes, specifically the
landscape of Newfoundland in Canada. It’s
about a guy who was a failure and becomes
a success, family relationships, the fact that
we are stuck with our relatives and have to
make the best of it even if we don’t get on
with them.
I’ve read this book about five or six times,
and each time I do I feel I learn something
new about myself.”

44

Hugo Murphy, School Vice-Captain
“‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ is an
enlightening read. Hardy’s brilliant narrative
follows Tess, the novel’s headstrong
protagonist, following the discovery that she
may be descended from the ancient and
honourable D’Urberville family. It explores
her relationships with two very different
men, her struggles against the social mores
of the rural Victorian world which she
inhabits, and the hypocrisy of the age. For
its irresistible heroine, stunning descriptions,
and scathing social critique, it’s a book that
will forever endure as a literary classic.”

Jake Gilbey
“Plato’s Republic describes a conversation
between Socrates, Thrasymachus, Glaucon
and Adeimantus, in which they attempt to
answer the question ‘What is justice?’.
By discussing what they think the perfect
society is, they are able to discover the
true nature of justice by moving from
justice in the state, to justice in the
individual. Plato manages to get his ideas
across with supreme clarity, yet still
make the book an enjoyable story to read.
The book is a must read for any budding Philosopher or anyone who
is interested in some of the greatest questions which have puzzled
humans for millenniums.”
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Daniel Harris
“Often parodied, constantly adapted but
never bettered, Mary Shelley’s timeless
novel Frankenstein explores the relationship
between inventor and invention, while
simultaneously posing questions about the
human condition. You may have seen any
of the countless film adaptations, from the
James Whale’s original, to the most recent
adaptation staring Daniel Radcliffe, which
premiered in November 2015. However,
returning to the original novel draws the
most satisfying experience and teachers
the reader most intimately about its subject
material. A must-read for everyone.”

Cameron Baker
“Without suggesting I find Holden
Caulfield somewhat of a role model,
I do admire his style. I always enjoy
re-reading ‘The Catcher In The Rye’
because J.D Salinger has created a
character that we have all thought
about becoming but never had
the audacity to do so. Although
he is a trouble maker, he gives
us perspective and respectable
conviction and often has thought
provoking, amusing notions of profundity.
An example that might be relatable, “I don’t give a damn, except that I get bored
sometimes when people tell me to act my age. Sometimes I act a lot older than I am
- I really do - but people never notice it”.”

Tommy Almond
Private L.A. is just one of the books in the
incredible James Patterson crime series.
Following the actions of former CIA agent
Jack Morgan running ‘Private’, a renowned
investigation company with branches
around the globe, the story is abundant in
suspense and plot-twists. From the world’s
bestselling thriller writer, these crime novels
are certainly worth a read.

Eddy Mort

Karan Basu
“The reason I chose Descartes’
“Meditations on first Philosophy” (1641)
is that the ideas that he discusses are
absolutely foundational to the modern
world of Western philosophy. Living in
a world shadowed in doubt, he sought
out truths that transcended the veil of
uncertainty through which we all perceive
the world. On his search for what we
can really know he challenges the reader
(philosopher or layman) to rethink even
the simplest basic daily assumptions
whilst inspiring a new generation of
philosophers to do the same.”

“I chose the book Inferno by Dan Brown.
Dan Brown is consistent in providing
exciting plot lines in all of the books that I
have read by him. I chose to read Inferno,
as it took a modern twist on ancient myths.
The marriage of Italian legends with a
very modern threat to the world provides
a thrilling read from start to finish. I would
really recommend this book to anybody that
has a thirst for adventure and fantasy and
has a particular interest in the legends that
are embedded in the modern day European
society. Informative and fun, it was a book
that I cannot recommend highly enough.”

Jordan Bernstein,
School Vice-Captain
“I had been avoiding reading Clarke’s
‘Jonathan Strange and Mr Norrell’ for
a while; I had heard it was good and
that the story would take my breath
away… the problem was, as it sat there
imposingly on the shelf above my desk,
that it was too darn long. Yet I should
not have feared; the more than 800
pages of this weighty tome quickly melt
away as each page is more hilarious,
more captivating than the last. What
drew me to the book was the absurdity
of an adult historical novel that was
entirely about the serious nature of
English Magic. Clarke makes what
could for at least in part be a children’s
book on a children’s subject into a real
masterpiece of rivalry, treachery, and
the Napoleonic Wars, that I personally
feel instantly deserves the accolade of a
classic. I’d recommend it, definitely. But
given its size, don’t start it too close to
exam season.”
Adiyant Lamba, U6
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Behind the Scenes:
Development of the Medburn
Sports Centre
Pupils, staff and visitors alike would no
doubt have seen the gradual development
of a new sports complex on the school’s
grounds. Since January 2014, construction
has been taking place between the New
Gym and the Old Tennis Courts. Now, as
the Medburn Sports Centre opens, the
Bursar, Mr Wilson, has shared the plans
which have been in place since 1997.
“You almost have to go back to the school’s
buildings master plan, which laid down how
the campus was going to be developed
over a number of years, and that was
commissioned by a number of independent
consultants, with input from staff, governors,
boys and parents,” he said.
“There was a recognition even back then
that we needed to do something with the
swimming pool and gym, and that changing
area in particular.”
The plan had to go through many
logistical loops in order to get from paper
to construction; consulting planning
authorities and firms, considering green-belt
sensitivities and airfield restrictions.
What boys and staff can look forward to is
much more than just a swimming pool. The
sports complex has multiple key features,
both updating old facilities and adding
completely new ones to the sporting and
pastoral area of the school.
Swimming Pool: The new swimming pool
has a 1.5m litre capacity, with eight lanes
and 25m in length. It has a moving floor
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varying in depth from 0–3m, which allows
for learner swimming, scuba diving and
other activities.
Squash Court: There are two squash courts
separated by a moving wall to create one
doubles court or, when fully retracted, a
single open venue for dance, judo and other
activities. HABS is the first school in England
to be equipped with this type of squash
court.
Other Facilities: Climbing wall, fitness suite,
gymnasium, sports café, two classrooms
and a seminar room on the 1st floor,
changing rooms, school shop and tuck
shop.
This exciting new development is only phase
two of the buildings master plan, which will
see continued development of the school
over the next few years. The next phase is
likely to be knocking down the Old Gym,
which Mr Wilson suggests will take four-six
weeks and can be completed over Easter.
“The next phase I am planning currently is
a new teaching area,” he says. “That would
be on the site of the new DT and Art block,
and the site of the existing swimming pool
and gym.”
“And then the final phase, which we’re
hoping to start in around about 2017, is
knocking down the Bates dining room and
creating a new building there which might be
a pastoral hub, but it’s likely to have dining
facilities for staff and boys and recreational
areas, 6th form common room, that sort of
stuff.”
The four key phases of the buildings master
plan means that many areas of the school
will be significantly improved.
What is certain for now is that all boys
can enjoy the new sports centre and the
continued development of the school.
Adiyant Lamba, U6
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Interview with Matt Warman: MP for Boston and Skegness
In May 2015, Old Haberdasher Matt Warman (Joblings, 1999) was elected as Conservative
MP for the Lincolnshire seat of Boston and Skegness, attaining a majority of 4000 in what
was considered a UKIP target. He had previously worked for the Daily Telegraph for 16
years, becoming their technology correspondent. Skylark interviewed Matt as he reflected
on his first months in Parliament and reminisced about his schooldays at HABS.
Hi Matt, what were your memories
of HABS?
I mainly remember spending a lot of time on
the coach! Seriously though, I was always
conscious that HABS was an incredible
environment of which I was lucky to be
part. It’s not many schools that have a
carriage drive, such a wide range of sporting
facilities, the science labs… And there was
of course the house system, which really
evoked a spirit of fraternity that I’ll always
remember from my time in Joblings. I spent
a lot of my time playing rugby and going on
numerous Mountaineering Club excursions.
It was truly an amazing experience.
Do you have any interesting anecdotes
from your time at the school?
An incident which I remember as particularly
character-defining was a Mountaineering
Club Trip to the Lake District. A group of six
of us cadets, plus Mr Hardman and Malcom
Gilbertson, the Bursar, were climbing Scafell
Pike. As we neared the summit plateau in
heavy fog, a large piece of rock rolled over a
boy called Oli Benham’s ankle. He shattered
it and so we had to try and get him off the
mountain. Helped by Mr Gilbertson, who
was an ex-major in the army, we carried
him down the Corridor Route out of the fog,
and called the Mountain Rescue Service,
who winched Oli into a Sea King and took
him to hospital. I think that Mr Gilbertson’s
help has given me a lasting appreciation for
what the Forces so, as it was the first time
I’d experienced anything like that.
Did you receive any school
punishments? Impositions, detentions?
I’m afraid not. I was infuriatingly wellbehaved. Or, if there were any, they have
slipped my memory.
Were you involved politically at HABS?
Strangely enough I did pretty much nothing.
I tried to stay out of the mock elections
and debates, virtually priding myself on it. I
tended
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to allow the political geeks to take part
in these - whether political geeks make
the best MPs is another potentially very
interesting question! Of course I was very
interested in the social and economic issues
of the time; but tried not to get involved in
party politics.
So how did you get into politics? Had it
always been in your mind?
Well I suppose we should start with how I
got into journalism, as that led to my political
career. I applied for English at Cambridge and
got rejected, which led to me taking a gap
year. During this time I did work experience
at the Daily Telegraph, and eventually ended
up heading their technology team. So I really
accidentally fell into journalism. I found
myself writing a lot about broadband signal

“HABS Careers told me I
would be a lumberjack!”
and data protection, essentially lobbying the
government. I eventually realised that if you
want to change something, it’s better to do
that through politics than through journalism,
so my time as a journalist was often quite
frustrated. I quit the Telegraph in January
this year, and was lucky enough to secure
the Conservative nomination for Boston and
Skegness, my wife’s home. Being an MP is a
far departure from what HABS’ career testing
predicted - my love of the outdoors had led to
a recommendation of becoming a lumberjack!
What was election night like? Did you
know you had won?
With hindsight, yes, although that’s easy
to say! I’m in a seat that was considered
a UKIP stronghold, and their polling a few
months before the General Election had
said that they were 20 points ahead. That
really spurred us on to work very hard, both
pressing the intellectual case through the
media and canvassing
on the street. I think we
printed half a million
leaflets! So by the time
election night came I was
quietly confident; I was
either going to win or be
hopelessly out of touch
with the people - in which
case it was probably for
the better I wasn’t their
MP! I was particularly
nervous at the start of
the night as during the

early stages of the count the votes were very
even. However, as the night got on and the
margin began to grow, I felt better, although
the nagging doubt remained that I might be
the one PPC to defy the national picture.
When I was announced as the winner I felt
both exhausted, having spent the last 41
hours awake, and overwhelmed with the
huge responsibility I now had as the MP for
Boston and Skegness.
Do you have any advice for HABS boys
looking to go into journalism or politics?
With regards to journalism, in my day it
was all about working for the local paper,
although your generation is luckier with all the
technological access it has. I think blogging
and work experience is vital and, if you’re

“I think it’s best to go into
politics as your second
job, so you have had some
practical life experience.”
good, you’ll get paid. To anybody looking to
go into politics, I think it’s always best to go
into politics as your second job, as having
practical life experience means that you can
stay in touch with ordinary people.
The big issue in politics has been
Jeremy Corbyn’s election as Labour
leader. We’ve been requested to ask
your thoughts on this by the school’s
Socialist Society (SocSoc).
I think the views he expresses are not
mainstream, or at least not in my own
experience of people in my constituency.
A lot of what he has talked about in the
past has led to the poor becoming poorer
and the rich leaving. I’ll have to echo
the Conservative Party message - he is
genuinely dangerous. Politics is not just a
game, it’s a serious business.
Jacob Whitehead, U6
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My life-changing trip to Poland
During the second week of October half
term, seven HABS boys visited Poland as
part of a trip organised by a Jewish youth
group called Tribe. While they were there,
the group visited historical sites in Krakow
and Warsaw as well as the concentration
camps of the Jewish Holocaust. Here Tom
Goulde, L6, explains why it was an eyeopening experience for all.
As we set off at 5am on a half-term Tuesday
morning, none of us could anticipate the
emotional impact of the week we were about
to have. Among the group which arrived at
Warsaw Airport that morning were seven
HABS boys and we were set to have a
fascinating and moving visit to Poland.
Our first excursion was to the Warsaw
Jewish cemetery where we learnt about
the history of the Warsaw Jews; we
discovered that the local synagogue came
into being 600 years ago and the Jewish
man who invented the ambitious language
of Esperanto was from the city. It was
startling to see the thriving Jewish life the
city once had; before the Second World War
there were 3.3 million Jews living in Poland,
making up nearly 10% of the country.
Our next stop was more sombre as we
walked in the streets of the Warsaw Ghetto;
reaching the Umschlagplatz, the centre of
the ghetto where Jews were rounded up
before being put onto the trains taking them
to the concentration camps. From there, we
went to the memorial for the Warsaw Ghetto
uprising and listened to a speech about the
importance of holding onto our religion. This
faith is what allowed many Jewish men,

women and children to survive the terrors
of six years of Nazi rule in Poland. The
Ghetto uprising was the biggest and most
successful revolt against the Nazi party. This
was an extremely uplifting moment for many

“We realised that we could
all have been in that Ghetto”
of us; we realised that if it came down to it,
we could all have been in that Ghetto. This
realisation made us think more deeply about
what we would have done in that situation.
The day ended at the Radegast Train Station
in Lodz after a long coach journey. We
stood facing the direction trains would have

arrived to transport Jews to all over the
country and sang a song composed inside
the cattle carts of the trains. This song was
later told to Rabbis in Israel after one man
escaped from the carts. It was a strangely
uplifting moment which confirmed to us the
importance of faith.
The next two days had a similar structure.
Day one started with a visit to the remains
of the death camp of Chelmno. While we
were there, we read letters that our parents
had written for us before the trip. It brought
home the fact that many people during
the Holocaust did not get a chance to say
goodbye to their family before being sent
to their immediate death. We then travelled
into the forest only five minutes away from
the camp where Jews were taken before
either being gassed in a van or shot and
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“Krakow actually holds the
largest Jewish celebrations
in Europe, yet all the
participants are non-Jews!”
thrown into a mass pit. There we found
that many small pieces of bones would not
sink into the ground. A core Jewish belief is
to respect and sanctify the dead. So each
member of the group picked up a few tiny
pieces of bone from the massive landscape
of mass graves; we put them all together
and gave the bones a proper respectful
Jewish funeral called a levoya. This moment
was one of the most special of the week.
We were standing in the middle of a mass
grave but I had an overwhelming sense of
pride that we had managed to give these
people a proper burial, something they had
not had 70 years earlier.
In pensive mood, we visited an Orthodox
Jewish college, or seminary, called a
Yeshiva. Here we learnt some of the Torah,
just as many Jewish men did before the
war. A main message of the trip was that,
although it is important to remember the
terrible atrocities, it is equally important to
celebrate the life that was there before. This
was a theme that continued on the third
day of the trip when we had a tour of the
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concentration camp of Majdanek. In the
crematoria of Majdanek we sung one of the
most famous Jewish songs. As we stood
with our hands on the wall of this haunting
room, many passing groups of people joined
in with the song. Even though most spoke a
completely different language to us we were
connected at that moment.
On Saturday, we met members of the small
yet thriving Jewish community in Krakow
and the local synagogue. We took part in
their service before we were given a guided
walking tour around the Jewish Quarters.
What surprised us most on this tour was
the appreciation for Judaism which could
be found in the city - and country as a
whole. Krakow actually holds the largest
Jewish celebrations in Europe, yet all the
participants are non-Jews!
We celebrated the end of Shabbat with the
Havdalah service at the Umschlagplatz of
Krakow, where the Jews of the ghetto were
gathered before being put aboard the trains.
Here we witnessed the full emotional power
of the Holocaust as we heard story after
story of the death and destruction that took
place. Our final activity was a brief trip to the
gates of Oscar Schindler’s Factory; where
1,000 Jews were saved from imminent peril
by Oscar Schindler, a story which inspired
the film Schindler’s List.
Our last day in Poland was spent at
Auschwitz-Birkenau and was probably the

most powerful. We arrived first at Birkenau,
which was of a scale none of us could
have imagined. We had all heard about the
atrocities of death camps at school but only
standing in the middle of the barracks in
Birkenau could we finally grasp the scale
of it. We walked around some of the camp
but our tour guide told us that to cover the
whole camp completely would take nearly
two days.
We learnt of the grandmother of one of
the Rabbis on our trip, who had been in a
gas-chamber on the one day that it was
not working. This powerful story made
us all think because, as a group of 50
Jewish third-generation children, we all
knew someone that was affected by the
Holocaust. It made us all feel a sense of
duty to make the most of our opportunities,
to live the life of one Jew who did not get to
finish the life they deserved to live.
Moreover, as I walked through the gates,
I realised there had been 1.1 million Jews
who never got to walk out those gates. I was
a walking miracle; Hitler never wanted me or
any of my group to walk out of those gates
but instead we did it with our heads held
high. Therefore it should be something I am
proud of. We left Poland, not in a depressing
mood, but with pride and appreciation for
the lives we live.
Tom Goulde, L6
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Foxlease residential trip
The boys in Year 5 go for a four-day residential trip to Foxlease
and the New Forest the week before October half term. The aim of
the trip is to experience outdoor learning as part of the curriculum
at the Preparatory School. Foxlease is set in 65 acres of beautiful
land near Lyndhurst in Hampshire. The centre is in the heart of
the New Forest. The activities that the boys undertake at Foxlease
include archery, crate challenge and tunnelling in the dark, which
is the boys’ favourite activity where they get very excited about
using their torches.
The New Forest National Park offers outstanding learning
opportunities for the boys. They learn how vegetation, animals and
human beings are all interdependent and can live harmoniously.

“Honk!” – A musical tale of
The Ugly Duckling
On the 9th, 10th and 11th of June, the
boys in Year 6 performed “Honk!” – A
musical tale of The Ugly Duckling story.
A witty script for both children and adults
was accompanied by some fantastic
music so there was something for
everybody.
Year 6 came off timetable immediately
after half-term and then spent six days
speaking, singing and dancing. There were
some terrific performances from many of
the boys who all played various types of
birds such as mallards, moorhens, geese,
ducklings and of course, swans.
The audiences were amazed at the acting
and singing all working together after
only six days. Hopefully, the boys will
remember their production with fondness
for the rest of their lives.
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Not only do the boys enjoy the great outdoors, they have the
opportunity to have a visit to the museum in the evening where
the New Forest Museum staff open it just for the boys. They enjoy
activities provided by the museum staff.
Last but not least, the boys look forward to cycling in the New Forest.
They have 2 days of cycling on different terrains in the New Forest.
This year, on the rides, they saw some deer and new forest ponies.
H Pullen
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Year 4 visit to Kingswood
Activity centre
Well done to all of the boys in Year 4
who survived a weekend at Kingswood
activity centre. The boys were pushed and
challenged out of their comfort zones with
adrenaline-packed activities. We were
so impressed with how brave the boys
were and are glad that they had so much
fun. The boys loved the 3G swing, aerial
runway and especially the night line where
they got to roll around in the mud.

Year 6 visit to Nettlecombe Court
Nettlecombe Court is an environmentally-friendly Tudor mansion in Somerset. The boys engaged in lots of different activities ranging
from Orienteering, learning about habitats and fossil searching on the beach.
The group also visited Dunster Castle and learnt about the lifestyles of the servants and family members who lived there. One of the
evening activities was shelter building. This was great fun as the shelters were then tested with a bucket of water with the boys inside
them! The boys also had a day at Bosington Bay, where they climbed a big hill and studied the coast line.

HABS Prep is the Top Prep School in England Once Again
On Sunday 15 November 2015, The
Sunday Times published an article entitled
Parent Power KS2 League Tables. The
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ Preparatory
School were place in 2nd place overall in the
results pertaining to 2014. However, once
again, the School are delighted to announce
that we have retained our position as the ‘Top
Performing Boys’ Prep School in England’.

The School would like to congratulate
the Class of 2014 and their teachers for
this fantastic achievement. Thanks also
to parents, staff and governors for their
marvellous support in helping our Prep
boys remain at the forefront of Boys’ Prep
School education.
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Sparrow School concert
On the 23rd November a very special
Haberdashers’ Prep School choir joined
with the Watford Grammar School for Girls
to welcome the Sparrow School choir for
a concert.
Sparrow School from South Africa is a
school for children who have learning,
behavioural and emotional problems. Many
of the children who attend the Sparrow
School are orphans and have already
encountered great difficulties in their young
lives. Both HABS and Watford Grammar
School support Sparrow.
Earlier in the year Habs Prep organised a
hugely successful ‘Auction of Promises’
which raised £12,400 to provide an allweather court for the Foundation School
in Melville, Johannesburg. During the
October half-term holiday the Prep boys
raised some more money in their sponsored
read, to help with the school fees of two
children called Absolem and Gabriela.
The joint concert was a wonderful
occasion involving more than 100 boys
and 100 girls performing in the first half of
the concert. The second half provided the
audience with a marvellous performance
from the Sparrow choir with their tribute
to Mandela. The finale saw all three choirs
join together to sing ‘Asimbonanga’ (we
have not seen Mandela) and the South
African National Anthem.

It was a truly memorable
evening. Thank you to
everyone who supported the
event which raised £3000.
On Tuesday morning
the Sparrow choir took
a workshop session in
the Prep hall with Year
3 (and a Year 6 drama
class) then performed
in assembly for all the
Prep boys.
S Adat

Interview with Yvonne Mercer
After 19 years as Head of HABS Prep
School (including eight years as Head of
the Pre-Prep, which was opened in 2007),
Yvonne Mercer is retiring this summer. Here
she talks to former HABS Prep boy Matty
Desmond about her treasured memories
from her years leading the Prep and PrePrep schools.
When you first joined, did you expect to
stay this long?
No, not this long! I did make a commitment
at my interview to stay for five to 10 years
as I’m a strong believer in showing loyalty
when someone invests their trust in you. But
I didn’t expect to make it this far.
What was your life like before HABS?
Gosh – that is hard to remember as it is
18 years ago. I was deputy head of a large
middle school with 600 boys and girls and
I remember that I had a very busy working
life, even then. I used to play a lot more
sport before I joined HABS and I remember
making a conscious decision that I would
have to enjoy watching the boys playing,
rather than joining in myself.
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What was your first impression of HABS?
I already loved HABS because I used to play
County Hockey for Hertfordshire regularly
here. However, my first impressions were
just as they are today - this is such a
beautiful open space to come to work in
every day. Being surrounded everyday by
glorious greenery, trees and countryside is a
huge privilege.
What was your funniest moment here?
There are far too many to list. That said, often
the things I found funny were definitely not
the same as others and most of the things I
want to say wouldn’t sound funny to you on
paper! Suffice to say, I think most of the prep
boys still think Mr Evans really eats cat food.
What have you enjoyed the most and the
least about your time here?
This one is easy; watching the boys grow
and develop into delightful young men.
I have also loved the camaraderie with
teachers and parents and have derived a
huge sense of fulfilment through knowing
that I have been able to make a difference.

There is no doubt that in teaching the
rewards are priceless.
My least favoured things include telling parents
their son has not got a place - very difficult,
but we just cannot accommodate everyone.
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first time, everyone could cycle and participate
in all of the activities. However Orielton will
always have a special place in my heart,
particularly because of the Pembrokeshire
coastal walks and dolphin sightings.
What was your greatest achievement
at HABS?

What will you miss the most about
HABS Prep?
The buzz! It’s so easy to keep up with young
people when you are surrounded by their
new ideas that you watch come to fruition.
I will miss the excitement especially as
term comes to a close, the Year 6 efforts
at entertainment - HABS’ Got Talent,
Mastermind, The Weakest Link - and I shall
miss the sense of excitement that builds
around Words and Music each year. More
than anything, though, I will miss the fact
that my job has been different every single
day – I have never been bored and, believe
it or not, I am still a little nervous on my way
into school every day.
How would you define a typical HABS’
Prep Boy?
Contrary to popular opinion, there is
definitely not a typical HABS Boy! They do
however have some similar qualities; they
are usually bright-eyed and bushy-tailed,
love a challenge and have an innate desire
to be the best. They are vibrant, energetic
and have a thirst for knowledge – generally
speaking, lovely boys!

many young boys remembering the
difficult language, and the Terry Pratchett
novel, Johnny and the Dead - so thoughtprovoking. All of them were very different
and I loved every one.

The Sunday Times Parent Power
Independent Prep School of the Year
Award. We have won this twice and HABS
is the only school in the country to have
done this. Coupled with that, we are very
proud that HABS Prep has been the leading
independent boys’ prep school in the Key
Stage 2 League tables every year for the last
nine years!
How would you like to be remembered
at HABS?

What been the biggest challenge during
your time at the School?

As someone who helped make a difference
and who has helped young boys to develop
into good people with kind hearts.

Surviving this long!

What plans do you have for the future?

The biggest challenge has been to ensure the
quality of teaching and learning has continued
to be outstanding because it is all too easy
to become complacent. I had to develop
high levels of patience as when you are the
Headteacher you want to change everything
at once which is simply impossible. Probably,
though, the biggest challenge has been
constantly trying to improve all the facilities.

I’d like to travel - South America, Machu
Pichu and the Galápagos Islands are top
of my list. I’d like to volunteer again at The
Sparrow school in South Africa and I’m
also keen to learn some new skills including
sailing and playing the saxophone.

What was the best School Trip you
went on?
This year’s Foxlease trip to the New Forest
was one of best school trips, because, for the

Most importantly, it will be really special to
have more time with my family and to walk
and cycle by the coast - and to spend hours
and hours gardening.
Interview by Matty Desmond, U6

How has the School changed since you
first joined?
We reduced the class sizes and added an
extra class to each year in the Prep, so there
is a higher staff-to-boy ratio, enabling us
to focus more on individuals. The building
grew with the addition of Tree Tops, new
changing rooms and the library and there
have been new developments and ideas
as well as a new Headmaster. I am proud
to say throughout we have held on to
traditional values and teaching methods
while still moving the school forward.
What was your favourite Year 6 play
and why?
This is difficult! Mrs Griggs’ superb casting
skills have underpinned the success of
every Year 6 production and I’m always
astonished that boys who are so young can
remember all their lines. There are some
standout highlights though; Cats the musical
- the music, drama and costumes were
outstanding, Midsummer Nights Dream- so
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Prep School Creative Work
Christmas Poems
Beautiful ice was shining on the white
snowman.
There were eight robins stuck on the
shimmering ice.
The nasty wind was blowing all over the
place, knocking all the brown trees.
The snowy ground was frozen because
the man had seen the strong wind pass by.
The cold wintery soft clouds were looking
like some rain was going to arrive.
The frozen branches on the trees were
swinging all over the place.

Freedom
The snowman grabbed my hand and we
flew high in the sky. We went to the beach.
First we swam in the cold sea. Then we
made sandcastles and ate chocolate
ice cream.
After that we sun bathed. The snowman
started to melt.
Quickly he took me back home. I felt sad
because the snowman was not with me.
Aarav Tulsiani - aged 5

Aaryan Jasooja - aged 7

Freedom is a bird flying in the sky azure,
Like waves shimmering under clouds of gold,
It is the subtle fragrance of a blood red rose,
A sip of cold, refreshing water from his
daughter’s hands for a weary traveller who has
endured days of thirst heat
and longing.
Freedom sounds like a crowd giving a standing
ovation,
It is a flag fluttering in the wind,
Freedom lives in the folk songs of the sun-baked
country-side.
Adi Baweja, Y5

The bear trees were moving in the cold wind.
The shiny ice melting into freezing water.
The soft snow was sparkling.
The horrible wind blew down the trees.
The hard sledge was sliding on the
white snow.
Reindeers were galloping on the frosty snow.
Joe Walters Year - aged 7
Dark is wonderful, because you can play
lots of games like hide and seek.
We can watch fireworks.
Fireworks have lots of beautiful colours.
I love looking at the stars because they are
so shiny and pretty.
Dark is… Noah Weinstein - aged 5

You’re In Charge
I raced down the stairs to hear my mum saying, “I’m going out
shopping so can you take care of your dog please.” I thought for
a few moments and then agreed with her request. I suppose it
shouldn’t be too bad I contemplated. I waved goodbye quickly to
my mum and then I hurried back upstairs to entertain myself of my
glorious PlayStation. The day seemed as inviting as an open tub of
chocolate ice cream with endless strands of sweet sickly swirls of
caramel syrup. It was a beautiful day, the bright colourful flowers
were blooming majestically in the sunlight so I figured it would be
a good time to give in to my dogs whimpers and take him out for a
walk. I fetched the long lead and called out to him. A mass of fluff
leapt over towards me with enthusiastic steps. I latched the ball of
energy onto the lead and emerged into the hot sunlight. We walked
along a dusty path until we got to a huge park with freshly mown
grass and pretty flowers bordering the edges with pride. We strode
over to the tallest tree whose finger like branches reached upwards
to touch the clouds and the sat down in the cool refreshing shade.
It was a dreamy have for the both of us.
A small circular football was being kicked around my some of my
friends. It was as if the ball was beckoning me and I couldn’t resist
it’s call. I hurriedly tied my dog’s to a small protruding insecure
tree stump and sprinted off happily to join in the game. When
eventually tiredness, boredom and thirst kicked in I went to collect
my dog in order to return home. When I peered at the tree stump,
I noticed that he had gone! I was more worried than a student
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who had lost his homework for the seventh time! I hunted around
the park from top to toe but there was no sign of my dog. I was
gripped with a surge of pain, it was as if I had lost a member of my
family. I searched under countless bushes but my attempts were
in vain. I thought of how stupid I was tying my dog to an obviously
unstable tree stump. I ran along roads, past houses until I reached
a big field which was normally his favourite place. Then, my sharp
eyes spotted paw like prints emerging from the muddied path. I
followed the tracks slowly, I was weighed down by the feeling of
relief, fear and guilt. The track led to the end of the field, veered
left and then suddenly came to a halt as the muddy tracks were
replaced by dirty grimy concrete. I eventually decided to retreat
home and confess to my mother so I trudged home with tears
trickling down my face.
On reaching home I realised that my stupidity had not ended for the
day! The front door swayed open to greet me. I had no recollection
of leaving it open. Glumly I entered inside slamming the door
behind me. Looking around I noticed my cute canine friend lying
on his mat looking as tired as the mother of a newborn. I cried in
joy and felt washed with relief. When my mother came home and
asked if everything was fine, I nodded at the ground, concentrating
hard on a piece of thread from the rug. At the end of the day before
I went to bed I told myself that I would never do anything reckless
again, well not for the next couple of weeks at least!!
Rohan Patel, Y6
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Pre-Prep
Pre-Prep Invaded by the
Iron Man
The Year 2 boys have been busy
constructing amazing models of ‘the Iron
Man’ by Ted Hughes, their class reader
book for this half term. The models show
just how creative the boys have been in
interpreting Ted Hughes’s Iron Man.
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Roman Day
In October, Year 3 experienced a fabulous
Roman Day run by Mike and Jill from
Adventures Into. The boys prepared for the
day by researching and designing their own
shields, which they used in army training
and battle formations. Under the guidance
of Jill, an archaeologist specialising in
Roman history, they deciphered the
meanings of engravings on Roman coins
and also handled remains of real Roman
artefacts. The day ended with a session
where the boys smelt herbs and other
foods used in Roman meals and even
tasted a pastry dish made with fish
paste. It was an inspiring day and really
enhanced the topic.
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Prep Under 9 Chess team win
EPSCA event
Congratulations to the HABS Under 9 Prep
Chess team who not only qualified for the
EPSCA final, but walked away as worthy
champions. An incredible achievement!
Congratulations must also go to the Under
11 team who also played in the final and
won the 3rd place trophy.

Prep Rugby and Cross Country
Our U11 rugby team were the winners of
the bowl trophy at the recent Brentwood
U11 rugby tournament. They opened up
well in the group stages with a win over St
Cedd’s school from Chelmsford and then
had some tight fixtures against The Perse
School from Cambridge and Bancrofts,
each time losing by a single try despite
having virtually all possession and the
territory. However, this did inspire some
more direct rugby in the closing stages of
the Bowl trophy, eventually resulting in a
3 tries to 0 victory over Barnardiston Hall
School from Suffolk in the final.
In addition to this, the U10 team reached
the semi-finals of the UCS tournament,
having qualified through the group stages
beating Thorpe House and Belmont and then
narrowly losing to Chesham by a single try
to 0. This set up a tense semi-final against
Gayhurst from Gerrards Cross and, in a
very close game, HABS had to give second
best to a break-away try scored in the last

seconds having levelled the score at one
try each just a couple of minutes before.
The team are to be congratulated on playing
some very aggressive rugby with good
width and vision.
At the Berkhamsted cross country relays,
the Under 8, 9 and 10 teams all gained top
three places in their respective races and
the U11s finished 4th. The Under 8 team
of James O’Callaghan, Daniel Idlbi, Ore
Adebayo and Tom Collins finished a close
2nd to the eventual winners from Gayhurst;
the Under 9 team (Amar Sanghrajka, Lanre
Pratt, Lorcan Farrell and George Metcalf)
were 3rd and, after a storming run from
Sam Buckland in the U10 race, the HABS
team (Cameron Pullen, Tom Fielden, Adi
Baweja and Sam) moved from 8th at the
beginning of the last leg to within a whisker
of winning the race overall.

sprint finish for the places just outside the
medals. The team was Ashwin Kalairajah,
Ryo Sato, Ajun Gala and Max.
Well done to all the team members, a great
start to what has been a rewarding cross
country season.

The U11 team battled hard to stay with
the early pace and Max Nissim had a very
strong last leg to secure 4th place in a

Year 2 visit Brighton
On Friday 5 June, Year 2 boys had a fantastic day out in
Brighton. From Brighton station, the boys walked to Brighton
Pavilion, then on to the Pier for lunch. After writing a postcard,
the boys tucked into a delicious ice-cream. A keen Mr Zucker
then instructed the boys in the art of skimming stones and even
the Life Guard came to see how they were doing. An open
top bus trip back to the station ended a memorable day by the
seaside. They arrived back in Radlett gone 6 o’clock, tired but
exhilarated by their fabulous day by the sea. A very big thank
you to all the mums and dads who accompanied us on the day!
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HABS Bridge Club Retain The Cup
The 2014-15 season has once again
been a very successful year for HABS
Bridge with two teams entering the
Middlesex League for the first time in
its history, the 1st IV in Division 2 and
the 2nd IV in Division 3. The 1st IV of
Jonathan Clark, Dylan Dissanayake,
Kripa Panchagnula (all L6) and Mr.
Haring had a solid campaign, losing the
first game in the league but bouncing
straight back with three wins in a row in
the league and the cup. Then the team
had a bad run, losing four league games
on the trot and getting knocked out
of the cup. However, this inspired the
team to win our last two league games,
finishing mid-table and reaching the
plate final, which we narrowly lost.
The 2nd IV of Krishiv Desai, Roger Ren
(both Y11), Amaan Hussain, Janthula
Ranchagoda and Sarav Tibb (all L6) endured
a difficult campaign starting with a heavy
defeat. This called for reinforcements and
Jack Ronayne (Year 10), the last member
of the HABS 1st IV, was asked by Mr Haring
to join the team. He made an immediate
impact, allowing the 2nd IV to gain their
first point in division 3. However this turned
out to be one of the few highlights of a very
tough season for the 2nd IV, though it was a
very useful experience for them.

Teams format, which replaced the roundrobin, and managed to be in the top four
teams to qualify for the semi-finals. We
overcame a decent St Paul’s team in the
semi-final to face Queen Elizabeth Grammar
School, Horncastle, in the final. Sound play
from all of the team (Jonathan Clark, Dylan
Dissanayake, Kripa Panchagnula and Jack
Ronayne) meant that HABS regained the cup
for the sixth successive time.

The main challenge however was the
retention of the Schools’ Cup in February.
The team played well in the new Swiss

Special mention must go to Jack Ronayne,
who will be going to Tromso, Norway, in
July to represent the England U15 team in

the European Championships. We wish him
the best of luck. Jonathan Clark and Kripa
Panchagnula have also been selected for
the England U20 Bridge Team to play in the
Channel Trophy in Utrecht.
Many thanks must go to Mr Haring, without
whose dedication and coaching the teams
wouldn’t have had the successes of this
year. The club runs every lunchtime and
Tuesday after-school in M04, and new
members are always welcome, with or
without any previous experience.
Dylan Dissanayake, U6
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Debating

The Debating Society, often thought of
as the noblest extra-curricular outlet for
Haberdashers to enjoy, enjoyed a mixed
season of fixtures in the year 2014-15.
Under the stewardship of Captain Gordon
Hao, we fielded teams for all of the
major competitions and were rewarded
with some fantastic results.
The staple of the fixture card, the
Cambridge Schools Competition, while
kind to us in the first round, saw the HABS
A Team unfortunately knocked out in
the second (and true to form, we didn’t
agree with the decision). HABS B and
C teams, however, made up of Gordon
Hao, Simon Cobb, James Caplan and Zak
Wagman, sailed through to Finals Day at
the Cambridge Union in March. Greeted
by such topics on the day as the outlaw
of national conscription, all four boys put
up a strong and memorable performance,
narrowly beaten in the fourth round by our
old rivals, Dulwich.
Sadly, Oxford Schools provided more of
the same. We put up a strong performance
at the Finals Day, however it was simply
not our day, and the judgements were
not in our favour. The International
Competition for Young Debaters however,
with its promise of the best experience
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for our non-Sixth Formers, was where
HABS was really able to show that it
can compete among the very best in
the country. With all three of our teams
making it through to the Regional Grand
Final, and two advancing from there to
Finals Day in Cambridge, our Year 10s
and 11s became living proof that the
hours spent slogging away and practising
speeches had not come to nothing. On
the contrary, special congratulations must
be given to Sahil Baid, who topped the
individual speakers’ tab.
Our biggest achievement of the
year was to come in the form of our
performance at the English Speaking
Union’s Schools Mace Competition,
famously Britain’s premiere debating
competition, and entered by more than
500 teams nationally. The HABS team
of Jordan Bernstein and Ben Harris
found themselves, under the tutelage of
our coach Michael O’Dwyer, having to
face topics as fascinating as the right
to universal basic income, to those
as alarming as the publicity given to
terrorists and extremists. Showing strong
performances in each of the preliminary
rounds, we made it to Finals Day, along
with just 11 other schools from across the
country, cementing the HABS place as a

force to be reckoned with. Though losing
out to (or as one teacher put it ‘robbed
by’) Channing School, we learnt the art
of resilience, grace in defeat, and that,
despite the diamond chandeliers that hang
from the ceilings in the ESU headquarters,
they are still a ‘charity’.
Not a perfect season, but one to be proud
of. Sincere thanks to Mrs Gleeson, Mr
Endlar and Mr Eyre-Maunsell for their
constant support and stewardship of the
society, giving up countless weekends
to ensure we can get the most out of
Debating. We are also pleased to welcome
on board Miss Leigh, who has begun an
intensive training course with the Year 10s,
so that they are up to scratch for next year.
Finally, a heartfelt goodbye to Gordon Hao
and Simon Cobb, who depart HABS this
year for bigger and brighter things.
Debating is a family, and one that I’m truly
privileged to be a part of.
Jordan Bernstein, U6
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HABS Model United Nations

HABS MUN has continued to go from
strength to strength and has experienced
much joy and success in the past year.
In total, we attended four conferences
this year, each producing unforgettable
moments and memories for both old and
new delegates. Complementing this, the
MUN club has grown significantly, with
more than 50 students ranging from Year
9 to U6 attending the club every Monday.
Here, they have been able to learn the
ropes of MUN under the watchful eye of
the Security Generals Zachary Lande and
Curran Kumar, two experienced generals
of the MUN field.
The Royal Russell School MUN event
is always looked forward to by HABS
students, due to its great balance
between good debate and opportunity
for mingling and making friends. It is
the longest conference we attend, being
four days long, and over the years
HABS has attended it, many boys have
found it to be a rewarding and enjoyable
experience. This year was no different
as HABS managed to win the coveted
Best Delegation Award under the flawless
guidance of Boaz Levy. In terms of
individual awards, HABS achieved double
figures, winning 10 awards. Special
mentions go to Saul Federman and Abbas
Kermalli for being the youngest HABS
boys ever to win individual awards.
Furthermore, three senior HABS boys
were honoured with chairing positions,
allowing the U6 a memorable last external
conference. However, what was even
more of an honour was the fact that we
also submitted a judge to the ICJ in order

to experience another dimension to
MUN. We hope in the future this feat
will be repeated.
Following the success of the first
conference, it was time for the junior
delegates to have a chance to shine by
attending the MUN Tudor Hall conference.
Most of the delegates had a successful
first outing as they launched what
promised to be an illustrious career. The
two HABS delegations placed second
and third, showing that the future of MUN
is bright. Arguably the most successful
delegate was Zak Wagman as he won Best
Delegate in the Security Council, which
is notorious for being the most difficult
committee to win an award in.
The highlight of the MUN calendar this year
was Paris MUN (PAMUN), which is the
biggest competitive conference in Europe
and held in the UNESCO building. This
conference is open to the L6 only and is
the pinnacle of any delegates’ career. On
December 12th HABS boys representing
Guatemala, Latvia and Ivory Coast debated
a wide range of committees including
Disarmament, breaking a host of records
in the process. Firstly, five individual
delegates won the most prestigious best
delegate award (these were Arsalan
Kamal, Jordan Bernstien, Ariel Cohen,
Thomas Kyriacou and Ali Kermalli), while
three delegates won the second award of
Honorable mention. Furthermore, HABS
was awarded the Best School Award, the
second in HABS history but the first time
any school has won the award twice. This
award is only given under exceptional

circumstances and for HABS to have won
a second time is a great achievement for all
those involved.
The final conference of the year was our
very own conference, the HABSMUN. This
was the 6th instalment of the conference
and the Secretary Generals masterminded
our biggest conference ever, with more
than 450 delegates participating and
150 staff and boys attending. This was
a great opportunity to show off HABS’
MUN success and it was an enjoyable and
memorable end to a long illustrious career
for most members in the U6.
None of our successes in MUN would be
possible if it were not for the tireless efforts
of Mr Pauletto and Mr Simm who assist the
development of delegates by running the
MUN club. Without these teachers MUN
at HABS would cease to exist and we are
thankful for both teachers for facilitating
one of the best things that the school has
to offer
Ali Kermalli, U6
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Jewish Society
Head out the main doors of the Aske
building, glide down the stairs to your
right, duck into the English block and
fumble your way into E02. There, set
back against the hustle and bustle of
secular and spiritual school life, can be
found a certain collection of individuals.
Some say that it was established in
1712 in Elstree, and was what made the
site we now use so attractive for the
Haberdashers’ Company to buy 50 years
ago. Some say that it is the final frontier
standing between the school’s serene
intellectual banter and total desolation. All we know is, it’s
called J-soc.
Under the leadership of chairmen Ariel Cohen and Jordan Bernstein,
J-soc 2015 truly flourished. Maintaining numbers which place it
as the best-attended, regular running society at HABS, as well as a
stern commitment to provide Jews and Gentiles alike a weekly dose
of free and hot Kosher food, Jewish Society has just completed
another year of bringing smiles to everyone’s faces. Bringing more

variety than ever before, attendees were never quite sure what to
expect. Would they be tucking into a pizza? Perhaps a burger, or a
plate of chicken wings? Even the committee never quite knew.
But J-Soc also has the duty to inject inspiration and education
into the average and mundane Tuesday lunchtime. Be it a talk on
the charity and social action that the boys could get involved in,
or a study of a philosophical treatise by one of the great Jewish
scholars, boys would even join from their football games outside
(climbing through the occasional window) to be a part of the truly
unique and special atmosphere that J-Soc creates.
While maintaining somewhat questionable relationships with their
Girls School counterparts, the committee, which also comprised
Vice-Chairman and Events Co-ordinator Oli Sims, organised three
fantastic parties throughout the year, with our inaugural Chanukah
Burger Bonanza drawing crowds in excess of 150.
J-soc looks forward to many more years of great success, and we
are certain that the incoming committee will do a fantastic job to
continue the legacy that it has been my honour to play a small part
in forming.
Jordan Bernstein, U6

Modern Foreign Languages Society
This year’s Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) society has
enjoyed a productive year. The committee’s first event took place
in December, when we hosted the annual MFL Christmas party
for the year 7s. On offer were various foods from around Europe,
and there were guest appearances from Santa and one of his
elves (Rahul Rohatgi and Benji Katz).
Then the first edition of the MFL magazine, called Lingo, was
released. The production of such a magazine proved a challenge;
no previous MFL committee had created one. However, the team
managed to put together an edition filled with articles on different
languages and some interesting quirks that they possess, not to
mention articles on school language exchanges and trip reports.

We also included a crossword puzzle at the back and exercises to
practise some of the techniques written about within the magazine.
MFL TV was another highlight of the year. Put together by Liam Baines,
MFL TV is a compilation of various news updates, music videos, school
MFL updates and explanations of idiomatic phrases from unusual
foreign languages. It runs throughout the year on the TV screen in the
languages department and definitely entertained a lot of people.
MFL clinics were also run by members of this year’s committee until
exam time for French, German, Spanish and Italian. The objective
was to help year 9 and 10 students who were keen to improve
their languages of choice. The MFL team rose to this challenge and
organised clinics almost every week.
The two quizzes run by our team were also enjoyed by
members of both the boys’ and girls’ schools. The first
was for the 6th form, consisting of language general
knowledge, word translation, guessing the language of a
video and a food round. The second was the annual Interhouse year 7 and 8 languages quiz, which was a tough
challenge for the school’s younger linguists.
Special thanks must go to Mr Thompson for supporting
every event and for supplying us with resources whenever
necessary. Likewise thanks must go to Jay Kaposi, who
has been a great vice-chairman on whom I have always
been able to rely.
Aadil Khan, U6

64

Skylark 2015 Clubs and Societies

A Championship Year for Chess
Before the season even started, HABS
Chess suffered a setback as an A team
player Johnny Pein moved schools.
However, David Xu (Y7) was quick to
establish his place in the team. The B team,
as always, was selected from the best of
the lower school. The season started with
the Eton Rapidplay competition. With 29
schools from 14 counties competing, it
was a bustling affair, but a convincing 6-0
win over one of the favourites, Reading,
in Round 3 set us up for a convincing
victory with 27 points out of a total 30.The
next event was the U18 Rapidplay in
Birmingham. This was an opportunity to
bring a couple of sixth formers, Jason Lam
and Reuben Woolley, out of retirement
for one last hurrah and they duly obliged,
helping us to a storming victory.
Our attention then turned to the National
Championships, which starts in November
and runs throughout the season to culminate
in the summer. The A and B teams were
placed in different zones, the A team duly
winning their zone but the B team only just
missing out. The 12 zone winners reached
the National knock out stages with four
teams that qualify from the two repechage
events for the unlucky losers. The B team
went to the Southern England events in Eton
to try and emulate the A team’s success
six months earlier. On paper our prospects
of joining the zone winners were slim but
the youngsters showed great tenacity to
overcome the odds and finish runners-up in
a very tight finish. Thus, we had two teams
in the last 16 of the Nationals.
Before the knock-out stages began there
was the U14 Rapidplay in Birmingham to
contest. The boys found the going tough

and, with 17 points from a possible 32, it is
fair to say that, although the boys fought to
the end, they were generally outclassed.
The knockout stage of the Nationals saw
the Bs meet a swift end when paired with
QE Barnet. However, the As continued their
superb season, as they swiftly progressed
to the semi-finals and finals with the loss
of only half a point. The semis and finals
were held over two days in early July on
the lovely grounds of Uppingham College
in Rutland. Our semi-final opponents were
Hampton School, which proved to be a
tough match-up. The result was never in
doubt, however, as HABS played fantasically
well and crushed the opposition, with five
wins and a draw.
The final beckoned against Reading,
another very strong team who won the
event last year. We were slightly outgraded across the boards, so on paper
Reading were slight favourites but, having
beaten them earlier in the season, we
had the psychological advantage.There is
always the danger of peaking too early and
an early loss from Vincent on board 5 put
the pressure on the rest of the team. The
match was due to last up to four hours,
and after 90 minutes needing at least three
points for victory, things were looking grim,
with many players struggling against their
tough opposition. Mr Barnes was resigning
himself to yet another second place but
he shouldn’t have doubted this team!
Some of these results turned for the better,
meaning that the championship came
down to Roman Mitra’s (Y11) game, with
a win needed to give us a 3-3 draw but
overall victory on board count. With both
players under time pressure, a large crowd

gathered round. The tension in the air was
palpable. Roman held himself together
brilliantly and managed a king side pawn
push with aplomb and deservedly won,
making his record 15 wins in 15 games
this season.
This was HABS’ first victory in the 57 years
of this prestigious tournament after coming
so close in recent times. This was the sixth
time we had reached the finals in Mr Barnes’
tenure and it has been an emotional roller
coaster for him following the brilliances and
blunders of the HABS boys over the last 15
years. The 3340th game he watched over
made it all worthwhile!
On behalf of the Chess team, we would like
to thank Mr Barnes for his tireless dedication,
from driving us up and down the country
to our various tournaments, to his e-mails
constantly pestering us to attend our training
sessions. We would also like to thank Lorin
D’Costa for his valuable teaching sessions
and training, and we wish Roman Mitra the
best of luck as he moves schools.
Vincent Lee, Y11
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Science Society
The Science Society at HABS aims to extend
our students’ curiosity and awareness of the
sciences beyond the scope of the school
teaching hours through means of creating
events and inviting speakers who are experts
in their various fields. In the past year we
have certainly fulfilled this aim and, working
closely with the Girls’ School committee,
we have created many opportunities for
students from both schools to hear about
the science that is shaping our world.
Following our fantastic keynote speaker,
Dr Mark Lewney, who almost blew the
Bourne Hall roof off explaining the ‘Science
of a Rock Guitar’ in October 2014, the year
was finished with our annual Sixth Form
Quiz. Here, scientists and non-scientists
alike from the Boys’ and Girls’ schools
formed teams and used their scientific
trivia, logic and common sense to work out
answers to challenging questions in four
rounds: Biology, Chemistry, Physics and
Miscellaneous. The triumphant team was
awarded a series of science-related prizes.
The quiz was so popular that there was
demand for a second, held the following
year and run by the girls’ school with added
‘banter points’. Most of these were won by
Adiyant Lamba.
In 2015, the committee introduced colloquia
to the Science Society. Meaning ‘academic
conference or seminar’, these colloquia are
student led presentations and discussions
on any scientific topic of the speaker’s
choosing. Our first colloquium was led
by Theo Lewy (L6) on the topic of Gait
Analysis. Having visited a Gait Analysis

centre and had his own gait analysed, he
explained how the process works and how
it can be used to help treat people with
conditions such as cerebral palsy. Later
on in the year, I led a colloquium where
we discussed theories about the birth of
our universe. Inspired by Simon Singh’s
book, ‘Big Bang’, I presented evidence
that led us to two theories: the Steady
State model and the Big Bang model, and
we worked out why the latter has reigned
superior for the last fifty years. In April
2015, we had three speakers, representing
each of the three sciences, discussing the
effects of randomness on the nature of our
world, the first colloquium of its kind. The
speakers, Nick Tekkis (Biology), Efrem
Edel (Chemistry) and Tristan Liu (Physics),
explored aspects of evolutionary biology,
thermodynamics and quantum theory in this
exciting event. Our final colloquium of the
year, held in November 2015, involved two
representatives from each science battling
it out to answer ‘Which science exhibits
the most useful applications in modern
society?’. Each science made a strong case
and the audience’s votes determined the
outcome of the debate. Biology triumphed,
narrowly beating Physics.
We have been fortunate enough to have
invited a number of external speakers this
year. Mr Alexander Fudge gave a fascinating
talk on the Nervous System and its cells
in January 2015. The following month, Dr
Marc Davies spoke about GM white blood
cells and whether they could be used to treat
cancer. In March, Professor Nadey Hakim

explained how his kidney transplantation
technique is used to reduce risk during
surgery. Professor Alex Thomson gave a
stimulating talk about Neuroscience and his
work in the Human Brain Project. Later on
in the year, crop scientist Dr Mark Wilkinson
spoke about the biochemistry of wheat and
how we can genetically modify the crop
to our advantage and Dr Lynn Cherkas
presented on the topic of ‘Twin Studies –
What can they tell us about ourselves?. Our
2015 keynote speaker, Dr Matt Pritchard
(pictured), who is a physicist and member
of the Inner Circle, amazed and confounded
the audience with his mind-boggling talk
entitled ‘The Science of Illusions’.
I would like to thank Dr Gannarelli and Mr
Endlar for providing guidance, support and
budget for the Science Society, and also
last year’s Chairman, Daniel Ohrenstein, and
his committee for setting the bar high. And
finally my committee, for all of the hard work
which is still ongoing as we continue to plan
events for the coming year.
Shamil Shah, U6

The Big Board Trading Club
The world of financial markets has gained
increasing prominence over the past few
years, and more people than ever before are
becoming aware of the opportunities which
are contemporaneous with these markets.
Sadly, this world has been largely elusive
to HABS thus far, and, as such, we wanted
to change that. To replete this lacuna in the
extra-curricular program of the school, we
decided to create The Big Board. It is quite
simply a club which aims to teach and
inform people about the stock market in a
relaxed and friendly environment.
After much deliberation on how to run
the club, we launched the club halfway
through the Easter term with the kind help
of Dr Lawless. Admittedly, this wasn’t
the best juncture to start a club, given all
the commitments that the majority of the
school had. We managed to garner a steady
attendance of around 15 a session with
boys from various year groups attending. In
our first lesson, we discussed the basics of
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the stock market, from what it is to why we
need it. This first lesson invoked a special
realization from the both of us, which was
that people were actually willing to sit down
for half an hour and learn about stocks and
their significance.
Throughout the course of this term we
have discussed not only basics, but
the different kinds of stocks and their
respective fluctuations during certain
times (most notably elections). We
have attempted to create a collaborative
experience for those who attend, as the
committee both taught and learned from
people who came, meaning
that everyone can obtain a
more wholesome knowledge
of what stocks are to how
they trade.
Discussion over the
distinctions that must be
made between gambling
and trading have also been

vigorous and heavily pronounced. We
feel that, as of now, all regular club goers
would be able to choose a stock to trade
on and perhaps make money on it! More
than anything, however, we feel that the
Big Board has been characterised by its
continued interest among the school and
its vast platform to discuss anything and
everything stock related.
We look forward to running this club again
next year and thank everyone involved with
the club, from the club goers to the teacher
in charge, Dr. Lawless.
Shrey Srivastava and Aditya Dabral, Y11
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HABS Politics Society
An exhilarating year for British politics
was no doubt reflected in this year’s HABS
Politics Society, which enjoyed a wide array
of engaging speakers and hosted plenty of
events aimed to enthuse and arouse the
slumbering masses into a post-capitalist
awakening of political activism. From the
quasi-messianic environmentalist voice of
the Green Party leader, Natalie Bennett,
to the third most important man in the
Treasury, David Gauke, MP for South West
Hertfordshire, HABS students were able
to hear a wide range of views from across
the political spectrum, and indeed lively
debates were sparked across the school
campus in the wake of what was to be a
most stimulating election period.
The term kicked off with an insightful talk
by Green Party leader Natalie Bennett on
the dangers of fracking. Inevitably the
stalwart environmentalist scoped out the
discussion onto that of her own party’s
policy, which she did indeed manage to
remember in detail.
Hertsmere’s very own Oliver Dowden also
came to visit for a PolSoc event in which he
talked about what issues would define the
2015 General Election, although somehow
he didn’t predict the electoral significance
of Ed Miliband’s kitchens. His experience
as a close aide to David Cameron and
Deputy Chief of Staff for the PM meant

that he could provide valuable insider
knowledge that the students were keen to
listen to. Many HABS boys found common
ground with Mr Dowden, who cited
Margaret Thatcher as one of his principal
role models, and admired his dedication to
his party’s ‘long-term economic plan’.
Later on in the term we were lucky to
enjoy the company of Nick Clegg’s
special advisor Matthew Hanney, who
works alongside grassroots members as
a medium between the party executive
and the membership. Mr Hanney valiantly
defended the Liberal Democrats’ record
in government, however the students
remained characteristically sceptical
about the credibility of his arguments, still
bearing the deep generational scars left
on the youth by the Lib Dems in 2010.
HABS Politics Society also welcomed Chief
Secretary to the Treasury David Gauke,
who came to speak about his career as
an MP and as a minister, before being
shipped off to the Commons despatch box
three days later to defend the government’s
record on tackling tax evasion in the wake
of the HSBC revelations.
Most exciting of all was the HABS Mock
General Election in which HABS boys across
the years were able to cast a vote for the
candidate and party of their choice. Russell
Hughes’ no-nonsense linguistic capabilities,

answering a question on immigration by
declaring ‘it’s space not race’ in the Mock
Election debate, won him many plaudits as
the UKIP candidate, and although Liberal
Democrat candidate Sam Grossman may
have been quick to resort to personal quips,
Labour candidate Vishnu Gnanasubramanian
was able to win over floating voters with
his impassioned plea that ‘Britain can
do better’, omitting the fact that he really
wasn’t entirely sure Labour was going
to do that. Green Party candidate Jacob
Tucker’s leftist rhetoric was not enough to
persuade the tightly-packed Aske Hall to
abandon their consumerism and embrace a
sustainable, eco-socialist utopia and in the
end Conservative Gordon Hao wooed the
audience with his pledge to keep taxes low,
and keep the poor even lower. The Mock
Labour Leadership Hustings also provided
late entertainment for the HABS politicos, as
Jacob Tucker won the HABS nomination as
Jeremy Corbyn, beating Daniel Levy, Jacob
Whitehead, and Zac Lewis as Yvette Cooper,
Andy Burnham, and Liz Kendall respectively.
Many thanks must go to Mr Clark for his
dedication to politics at HABS and to the
whole PolSoc Committee – Ali Kermalli,
Matty Desmond, and Boaz Halberstam – for
helping to organise and run events.
Jacob Tucker, U6

Socialist Society
Where is socialism discussed? One of the
answers to this question is surely not ‘in
a private school’. Yet, in the past year at
HABS that is exactly what has happened.
The HABS Socialist Society (or SocSoc)
was launched as a forum for discussing
alternative political and economic ideas,
broadly falling under the umbrella of leftwing thought. Think less Lenin and Mao,
more Chomsky and Zizek.
The society has welcomed attendance
from all corners of the political map. The
inaugural talk was given by communist
turned Tory Anarchist Dr St John who,
despite some healthy criticism, ultimately
lauded the formation of the society and
our heroic struggle to represent the left.
In the following year the society published
two pamphlets; What is Socialism? and
Against Capitalism. Both were widely
disseminated and praised for their razorsharp critiques of contemporary society.
We also hosted talks every term on a
variety of topics from the rise of UKIP to
the relevancy of Marx in the 21st Century.
The most surprising thing about HABS
Socialist Society has been its superb
attendance, often attracting more than

40 people from both the boys’ and girls’
schools, making our events some of the
most popular in the school.
What makes talks about socialism
so popular? The free tea and coffee
undoubtedly plays a part but, more
importantly, we have done away with turgid
presentations, authoritarian Q&As and strict
food policies to create an environment
where any comrade can relax on a Friday
afternoon, pitch in on a discussion and
tuck into a snack, all while weighing up the
merits of socialism. The aim has always
been to foster discussion, whatever the
view expressed and we avoid toeing wornout party lines or engaging in sectarianism.
The classic self-deprecating maxim of the

Left rings true in Socialist Society: ‘five
socialists, six opinions’.
The future of socialism at HABS looks bright
and the society will hopefully continue even
after its founders have left the school. While
we don’t expect the Conservatives to stop
winning the school elections at any point
in the near future, we hope the society has
shown that nothing is beyond criticism
and that some of the most interesting and
exciting thinking occurs outside the normallyaccepted frameworks of party politics and
orthodox economics. The HABS Socialist
Society will continue to run this year with new
and improved ideas up for discussion.
George Tillisch, U6
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Mountaineering Club visits the Lake District
After an eventful drive up to the Lake
District on the last day of the summer
term, 14 Y9 boys, accompanied by Mr
Teague and Mr Oldfield, arrived at the
campsite in Chapel Stile. Although they
had their tents, unfortunately they had
to wait until 3am for Dr Hobbs to arrive
with a broken-down minibus and their
sleeping bags.
Keen to make the most of their time in the
Lake District, the party set off early the next
morning in the direction of Scafell Pike.
By the time they reached Angle Tarn, the
clouds had lifted and they were rewarded
with glorious views all around. The group
returned from Angle Tarn via Langdale
Combe and conquered the peak of Pike of
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Stickle (709 m) before descending passed
Dungeon Ghyll.
While their determination was seen through
their stamina and effort, the boys also
demonstrated good camping skills on the
second night, working together to cook
for themselves and keep everything very
clean and tidy; the cooking equipment has
never been so spotless since it was new!
On the next day the group followed Great
Langdale Beck along the valley from the
campsite before ascending Wrynose Fell and
mastering a very windy Pike of Blisco (705
m). Returning to the valley floor via Oxendale,
the group was eventually reunited with the
minibus (this time fully functional) and made
their way homeward to HABS.

The boys all demonstrated great resilience
on this trip and an ability to cope with
whatever they encountered. For many, this
was the first time that they had camped
with basic facilities and most were
challenged by the mountainous terrain.
While exhausted by the experience, they all
enjoyed themselves immensely and I hope
that they will be keen to take part in the
next mountaineering club trip.
A special mention and thanks must go to Mr
Teague who heroicly sacrificed both days’
walking in order to sort out the broken down
minibus and ensure that all our kit made it
back to HABS.
Dr G Hobbs
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Scribe
For the student who
enjoys creative
writing, there is
no higher honour,
nor any greater
accolade, than
having one’s work
and name printed
within the pages of
the school’s literary
journal. Serving on the editorial team
for six years, and recently finishing my
tenure as Editor, has given me a unique
view of the journal’s regeneration and my
sadness at leaving the team is tempered
by this opportunity to appraise the past
year’s work.

Our autumn edition saw a record number
of more than 150 submissions. Our
propaganda tag line “The best is yet to be
written” was apparently seen by students
as a personal challenge to get their creative
juices flowing. The Senior Prize (Scribbler)
winner, Ariel Cohen, composed a particularly
touching and poignant account from a day
in the life of a woman at the bottom of the
Caste system. Exceptional maturity was,
however, also shown by the submissions
from a cohort of junior boys whose
experience belied their age.
Our spring edition, the editing of which
took place around the time of tragic events
in France, particularly encouraged and
received pieces of political satire, just one

example of which was Joshua Gottlieb’s
‘Dear Diary’. Additionally, a startlingly
moving collection of poems from Isaac
Zamet were the perfect showcase of the
talent that Scribe exists to exhibit.
Thanks must as always go to the editorial
team, who worked incredibly hard (not
only at the editorial evening sponsored by
Domino’s Pizza). Special praise must be
given, particularly to Deputy Editor Adiyant
Lamba and Chief Artist Nikhil Ladwa. As
he moves on to pursue other opportunities,
we also wish a fond farewell to Supervising
Editor Mr. Andrew O’Sullivan, who has given
so much to the journal over so many years.
Jordan Bernstein, U6

Veritas
Napalm bombs.
Abortion. Genocide.
In a world full of
ethical debate and
political turmoil, the
need to engage with
the issues of religion
and philosophy has
never been more
pertinent. Yet every
year, Veritas, the school’s Theology and
Philosophy magazine, manages to achieve
precisely that.
Veritas is the only place where a Year 7
boy can debate about the ethics of war or
where a teacher can critique a religious
text. It is the only place where the issues
facing genetics, the legal system and
even mathematical art are all debated and
discussed. For when it comes to Theology

and Philosophy, no issue, however current
or historic, is left untouched.
The academic year 2014/2015 heralded
a new era for Veritas when Ariel Cohen
took over as Editor of this publication; his
vision and ambition have seen Veritas go
from strength to strength. Together with
Mr Bronson, this year’s issue has had an
outstanding makeover. The content was
certainly as impressive as the journal’s
aesthetics. Indeed, we received some
truly exceptional pieces from across the
student body, but special mentions must
go to our prize-winners: Gordon Hao for
the Senior School and James Verghese for
the Junior’s. While Gordon chose to tackle
the philosophical problems posed by
political obligation in a democracy, James
decided to explore the ethical problems
posed by the advancement of robotics in

a twenty-first century meritocracy. Other
honourable mentions must go to Alex
Szlezinger, Winner of the Trinity College
Cambridge Theology Essay Prize 2014, for
fascinating and deeply thought-provoking
essay on whether martyrs ought to be
praised or condemned.
Student contributions were supported by
equally outstanding contributions from the
staff, thereby boasting Veritas’ success
in engaging all corners of the HABS
community with the issues so prevalent
today. Veritas continues to strive and,
thanks to the continued support of Mr
Cawley and the Theology and Philosophy
Department, it will continue to do better.
Here’s to another year!
Archuna Ananthamohan, L6

The Score
2015 saw the release
of the second edition
of The Score, HABS’
Music Magazine. The
magazine focuses
on the musical life
of the school and
features articles
written by students
wishing to share their musical thoughts
and interests with the rest of the school
community as well as accounts of the
fantastic array of concerts put together
by the music department.

alike. My aim in the second edition was
to increase the variety of articles, and the
editorial committee and I have certainly
accomplished this. There are some articles
that delve into some of the lesser-known
genres of music, such as Impressionism
and Serialism. Other articles zoom right out
and picture music on a much broader scale,
exploring its power, its links to the human
mind and its origin. Other topics covered
in The Score include the joys of chamber
music, what makes a true music fan, ways
to improve your musicianship, film music,
and many more.

The bar was set high by last year’s Editors,
Peter Sequeira and David Verghese,
who produced a first edition that was
acclaimed among students and teachers

So how were we able to fit such a diverse
range of musical subjects into this
magazine? Well, the answer is through
dedication and hard work compiling and

editing the fantastic articles submitted
by HABS boys, many of whom immerse
themselves in the plentiful musical
opportunities that are offered. And with
that, I would like to thank my editorial team
(James Meir, Dylan Dissanayake, Daniel
Harris, Jason Lam and Alex Astruc) who
have worked tirelessly this year. Alex will
now be taking on the mantle of editor for the
next edition of the magazine. I would like to
thank Mr Muhley, who has allowed us to go
ahead with this project and use up some of
the Music Department’s annual budget! Both
the high quality articles and the professional
print has created a finished product to be
admired and enjoyed.
Shamil Shah, U6
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HABS Geographical
The latest issue of
HABS Geographical, in
collaboration with the
Girls’ school, focused
on the increasing and
ever-growing problem
of climate change, with
articles covering a large
spectrum, ranging from
retreating glaciers and geo-engineering.
Climate change is a danger which must be
dealt with sooner rather than later, as David
Guiloff (Y9) explains excellently in his article.
He draws from his personal experience
after living in Chile for some time, saying
how he recognised how one glacier had
shrunk during his time there. However,
controversially, Josh Harrison (U6) boldly
wrote an article praising the use of fossil
fuels, giving it credit for helping society to
advance. Yasmin Shah (U6) offers some
examples of how climate change can be
managed through geo-engineering - the

manipulation of the planetary environment.
While this seems fairly ‘far-fetched and quite
extreme’, she argues how this could be
easier than changing the habits of billions
around the world, and uses examples from
across the globe.
The Climate Change Conference involved
Y9s forming teams, representing
different countries and eventually coming
to a conclusion about how to tackle
the problem. In his report, Pranash
Krishnakumar outlines the different plans
for each country.
There were some fascinating articles away
from the main topic as well; in particular Tara
Davy’s (U6) piece entitled ‘Are earthquakes
becoming increasingly man-made?’ She
explains how, with increased demand for
water due to a rapidly growing population,
more dams and reservoirs are being built.
This increases the risk of ‘destabilising
fault lines’, causing tremors that can have

a devastating effect. For example in 2008
where 70,000 people were killed in Sichuan,
China, the epicentre was just 600m away
from Zipingpu dam, which is believed to have
triggered the quake. Another mention should
go to Kushal Dharwan (Y11), whose article
combining Easter Island and Malthus’ Theory,
was a fan favourite.
Thanks must go to Mr Hamshaw and Chloë
Searl who gave up their time to give interviews
with their opinions of Climate Change as well.
Also thanks to the previous teams of both the
Girls’ and Boys’ schools for their help and
guidance throughout the publishing procedure.
I would also like to thank all of the committee
for this issue, especially Miwa Sykes, editor for
the girls’ school. Finally, this magazine would
not be possible without Mrs Lemoine and Mr
Bown - a huge thank you to them. We hope
you enjoyed the last issue and are looking
forward to the next one!
Charlie Mack, U6

Timeline
Barely had the last
edition of Timeline
been printed before
the team for the
next issue was
assembled. Shortly
after that, the
editorial team took
on their first task.
Early on in the autumn term I, as editor
of Timeline, and my female counterpart
interviewed Victor Matthews – an old
Haberdasher who competed in the 1960
Rome Olympics. Needless to say, it was an
enlightening experience and he enchanted us
with his wonderful experiences.

There is something unique about history
– about learning about humanity through
looking at its past deeds and misdeeds. I
am personally fond of Churchill’s maxim
that ‘the further backward we look, the
further forward we see’ and, in this vein,
the purpose of this year’s issue of Timeline,
should be to educate, entertain and inform
people about this fascinating subject.
The editorial team has been split into
different departments to increase the
number of submissions we have as well
as the quality of the finished product and
its contents. While everyone involved in
the editing of Timeline has to submit an
article, different students have different

responsibilities within the editorial structure.
These include administrative duties,
editing and fact-checking articles, and
formatting the magazine and advertising for
submissions. With duties spread among four
U6 editors (as well as L6 assistant editors),
this allows them to use their skills while
reducing the number of hours they need to
work on the magazine, so as to not interfere
with their studies.
With the expertise of Dr. St. John behind
us, and the knowledge of the HABS History
department at our side, I hope this year’s
issue of Timeline will be a publication to be
reckoned with.
Roshan Panesar, U6

Scope
SCOPE magazine’s
26th issue proves
once again why
it is the greatest
outlet for scientific
minds in the school.
The 2015 edition
boasts exciting
concepts, fantastic
ideas and, for
the first time ever, a featured theme:
‘colour’. The three articles ‘Spectroscopy
and the Big Bang’, ‘Dyes in Chemistry’,
and ‘Adaptive Colouration: The Picture
Painted by Evolution’ give a wonderfully
rounded explanation for our world’s vivid
palette, from the perspective of each of
the sciences. It also means that the latest
edition of SCOPE is the best-looking one
70

yet, with the theme inspiring an incredible
cover design.
This year’s SCOPE contains a rich variety
of topics, too. With 17 contributions in
the printed edition, and more in the online
edition, there is incredible diversity in the
ideas featured in the magazine. This year
saw scientists take on popular subjects,
with Archuna Ananthamohan challenging the
world’s growing fear of global warming in
‘Stats, Lies and Global Warming’ and James
O’Brien highlighting the increasing danger of
bacterial resistance to antibiotics in ‘Bacteria,
A Kingdom we Cannot Conquer?’ Others
sought to expose new and more obscure
issues, such as Jacob Knight’s discussion
of the highly versatile ‘Cyclodextrin’ or
Aaron Goldberg’s molecular explanation for

mosquito specialisation to humans in ‘Blood
Red’. Of course, being HABS boys, there
wasn’t a shortage of sources for inspiration.
With 2015 being the year Marty McFly time
travelled to in ‘Back to the Future’, Advaith
Dole wrote ‘The Hoverboard and the Future
of Transportation’ to explore how the world
of levitating transport today compares to the
movie’s optimistic predictions.
This year’s fantastic edition proves once
again that HABS contains some of most
curious and most capable scientific minds
in the country. This year’s edition would not
have been possible without the painstaking
efforts of Staff Editor Mr Gauntlett and
Editors-in-Chief Viraj Alimchandani and
Curran Kumar.
Adiyant Lamba U6
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Buddhist Assembly

Jewish Assembly

This year Buddhist Assembly
has involved a combination
of both historical teaching
lessons and meditative
exercises. This year the
committee tried to ensure that the
students gained a valuable insight into
the religion that we follow, yet understand
how it is still a practical philosophy which
can be incorporated into everyday life.

the benefits of the practice, and some of the
committee have taken it up for themselves
after hearing him. The assemblies this year
have included reflection both on the life of
Buddha, as well as his teachings and the
legacy which he leaves behind. The meditation
sessions at the end of the assembly have
helped to calm everyone down, letting them
leave behind the chaotic life that happens to be
HABS and put their lives into perspective.

One of the main highlights of the year was
when guest speaker Elliot Jacobson came in to
do a visual presentation on Tai Chi: a Chinese
martial art used to alleviate stress and harness
one’s energy. He went into much detail on

We hope the assembly continues to inspire
boys around the school, and wish the best
of luck to next year’s committee.
Janthula Ranchagoda, U6

Jain Assembly
Jain Assembly last year
provided students with a
tranquil and educational
Thursday morning. Our
committee regularly
presented assemblies to the
school on topics of interests
such as “Karma and Reincarnation” or
“Vegetarianism and Self-discipline”,
prior to reflecting on the material put
forward through meditation. We were very
impressed with the boys’ serious attitudes
when partaking in the meditation sessions
and it was particularly encouraging to
see the younger boys getting so heavily
involved and openly embracing the culture
with such a sophisticated manner.

The highlight of the year has to be when we
had two Jain nuns come to school as special
guest speakers and talk about “Memory
Powers”; the talk informed us of different ways
to utilise our memory and harness its power
in different circumstances and many students
found this extremely applicable to the world of
education and revision techniques in particular.
Special thanks must go to Ishaan Shah and his
family for their hard work in the organisation of
such an amazing occasion.

It has been another
successful year for Jewish
Assembly. The two chairmen,
Zac Lewis and Josh Harrison,
along with their reliable
committee including Seb Sultan, Noah
Max and Raffles Fulton, have ensured
a consistent quality of assembly every
week. This has helped Jewish Assembly
become one of the best-attended religious
assemblies. We have welcomed a variety
of speakers, such as Rabbi Farhi and Rabbi
Moshe Levy, who were able to speak to the
boys in a way which was relatable. Boys
themselves have also given assemblies,
including Noah Max, who gave an
impassioned talk on his Bar Mitzvah piece.
A major highlight of the year was the
Holocaust Memorial Assembly. This year,
the Holocaust was considered in a different
light, as we looked at those who had acted
bravely despite being surrounded by evil
– the Righteous Among the Nations. This
included the heroics of Nicolas Winton, who
organised the rescue of 669 children through
the Kindertransport, and Oskar Schindler, who
used his business to save 1200 Jews.

Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you
to Mrs Robson and Mr Teague for all of their
support throughout the year in helping us to
present gripping and informative assemblies.

Lastly, thanks must go to Mr Lee, Mr Haring
and Dr Citron, who have guided and supported
us throughout the year, and have ensured
that we were able to overcome any hurdles in
organising and running the assembly. We wish
next year’s committee good luck.

Rishabh Shah, U6

Josh Harrison, U6

Muslim Assembly

Sikh Assembly

The Muslim assembly has made an incredible
impact this year in light of the turmoil faced
by many of the world’s Muslims as a result of
sectarianism and misrepresentation of Islam.
The aim of this year was to introduce the themes
of unity, equality and diversity in Islam in order to combat the
association of Muslims with the Daesh (ISIS). Tempting many
with the promise of dates at every assembly, there was always a
high turnout of boys from mainly non-Muslim backgrounds.

This year’s Sikh Assembly was exciting but also
informative. At the beginning of the year, the
Sikh assembly committee, consisting of Roshan
Panesar, Sarav Tibb, Tom Kyriacou and I, had a
toilsome task ahead of us as we ventured into notrecently-chartered territory. Instead of having assemblies that
are purely educational, we designed assemblies that have more
of a reflective theme to help our audience relate to the religion in
a more amicable way. The year was kicked off with an assembly
on the theme “What makes a good man?” and addressed the
audience on how Integrity and Independence are a huge part of
the Sikh religion. The second half of the assembly, as were most of
the assemblies this year, focused on how one can implement the
message conveyed in the assembly in one’s own life.

Some key topics explored included current affairs, Islam and the
environment and gender equality and the importance of women.
The true meaning of Jihad and ‘The power of the pen’ were two
assemblies which followed the attack on Charlie Hebdo. With
many Muslims feeling accused and vulnerable, it was an excellent
opportunity to allow for healthy discussion. We also decided to explore
parts of Islam which are often neglected such as Sufism, and Islamic
mythology. It was important to maintain a balanced perspective, and
this was achieved as the committee was comprised of two Shia and
two Sunni boys. An Assembly on the Tragedy of Ashura saw record
numbers in attendance, and was followed by the first ever joint Muslim
– Sikh Assembly which promoted interfaith understanding.
However, the first ever HABS Eid party, which was a joint venture with
the girls school Muslim assembly, was the highlight of the year. With
over 160 attendees, £500 was raised for Noor Orphan’s Trust, which
helps Iraqi children displaced by war, terror and poverty. Saif Abbas
Chatoo (Chairman), Aadil Khan (Vice Chairman), Ali Kermalli and Yasir
Soleja were able to reflect on their own faith and, through healthy
dialogue and reflection, discuss and celebrate the religion of Islam.
Saif Abbas Chatoo, U6

We did however, as a committee, put on something different that no other
Sikh assembly has done before; a fantastic and entertaining play. The play
itself was inspired by the Sikh festival of Bandi Chhorh Divas. This festival
celebrates the escape of Guru Hargobind Singh Ji and 52 Hindu princes
from a Mughal fortress. The committee performed this play with finesse
and professionalism despite the constraints of the extravagant Indian
clothing worn.
I feel that this year has been a very successful one for the Sikh
committee. We had fantastic turnouts for the majority of the weeks,
which is a great achievement as Sikhism is a minor religion at the
school. The best thing in my mind, however, was that we, as a
committee, managed to form a deeper understanding about the
religion too.
Ramandeep Singh, U6
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What an incredible year of highs and lows
for Calverts! The Autumn Term proved
a difficult time for us on the Inter-house
front, with results not going our way. The
effort was there but we just struggled to
convert the hard work on the field into
points on the scoreboard. Nevertheless,
beacons of hope emerged with some
stand-out performances in particular
events, such as the senior rugby, in
which the 2nd team managed to secure
a dramatic win, including the scene of
Efrem running the length of the pitch and
swan diving to score. Another event was
the cross-country, where across all year
groups in the House we managed to pen
down some very impressive individual
performances, giving the other Houses
a taste of what was to come next term.
Meanwhile, in the classroom, it was great
to see the new Y7 Calvertians settling
into the House and really looking to get
involved, a feeling epitomised at the Y7
events day which saw the introduction
of IH scrabble. I could go on to mention
some great work in the chess and art,
but the unfortunate truth is that we were
lagging behind at the end of the autumn
term, with Meadows securing a strong
lead. Someone had to take them on.
I spoke to the House calling for more fight
in the Spring Term, and the rallying cry was
well received. Instantly our fortunes began
to change. Strong performances followed in
badminton, tennis and water polo. Calverts
began to climb back up the leader board
to where we belong. And not just on the
sporting front. Following the success of
the cake break and charity fete, Calverts L6
managed to put on an awesome triathlon in
which Mr Amlot himself completed. Many
thanks to all those involved. In the latter half
of the Spring Term, we saw Calverts Years

9, 10 and 11 competing in IH football, with a
fantastic set of training sessions organised
by the L6. The combined Years 10 and 11
team was unlucky not to win on the day,
but it

represented a great turnaround from earlier
in the year. And so the fruits of our labour
moved us up into 2nd place, and the only
House daring to take on the Meadows oneparty state.
However, despite our best efforts on sports
day, Inter-House music came along to fully
dismantle our campaign. And so we are left
only to wonder what could have been. Aside
from being disheartened at the final result,
I know that Calverts will bounce back next
year. I have enjoyed every minute of my
time as House Captain but it is time to pass
the baton over to Cameron and his team. I
wish them every success next year.
‘Calverts till I die.’
Edwin Birch, OH (2015)
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At the end of my time at HABS, I am
unlikely to remember many of the
thousands of academic lessons that
I have been a part of. I will, however,
look back on my time in the House and
be reminded of many fond moments.
It is in this aspect of the House system
that Hendersons really excels, with
the annual success of the Fun Run and
Battle of the Bands serving as evidence
for this. Further triumph in the Music
Festival and the Inter-house Drama this
year was in keeping with Hendersons’
impressive history in the Arts, and
strong performances in the Inter-house
Waterpolo and in the field during Sports
Day shows a real progression in the
sporting arena. Hendersons continues
to stand head and shoulders above the
other houses with regards to charity, in
part due to the enthusiastic leadership
of Miss Cousens, whose dedication and
energy towards our new charity Noah’s
Ark Children’s Hospice has already raised
£5000 this year alone. The commitment
and effort that each and every
Hendersonian gives towards our House
Charity is both admirable and impressive,
and I hope that this example of team spirit
is evident throughout the next academic
year and beyond.
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The importance of the role of the tutor
cannot be understated and in Hendersons,
we are fortunate enough to have one of,
if not, the best tutor teams in the school.
The caring and gentle leadership of Y7
tutors Mrs Brock and Mr Jones helps to
ease in the new students and make them
welcome in their new surroundings. At
the other end of the school, the witty and
charismatic Upper Sixth Tutors of Mr Clark
and Mr Eyre-Maunsell help support the U6
students in their University applications,
leading them into the world beyond HABS.
None of this would be possible without
the constant and pragmatic leadership
of Mr Simm, who continues to be utterly
committed to the House and its members,
despite its rare shortcomings. A true man
of the people, he is willing to help any
member of the House in any way possible,
and will always go out of his way to make
sure Hendersons succeeds.
Our prefect team of 2014-15 deserve
huge thanks for their work in the House,
ably guided by Sam Rodgers, who always
led by example throughout his time as
House Captain. Supported by Vice-Captain
Joshua Navarajasegaran and Head of
Duties Roshan Patel, the House has
continued to make positive strides in all

areas of the school. I must also give a
special mention to our Head of Website
Chanuka Ranmuthu, who has brought
Hendersons into the new age through his
fantastic individual work on the House
Website. I hope that the new House team
of 2015-2016 will be able to continue
building on the groundwork set this past
year, with Vice-Captains Josh Steinert,
Jacob Knight and Dylan Dissanayake
providing excellent support for me and all
the members of Hendersons.
I have no doubt that the next year will
be a successful one for Hendersons, as
we look to mount a serious challenge for
the Crossman and continue dominating
Inter-House Drama and Music, as well as
remaining strong contributors to charity. I
wish all members of Hendersons success
for the coming year, whether it be in the
House or in the wider world of HABS, and
remind them that it is the contributions
we make to the House that will be
remembered in years to come.
Daniel Harris, U6
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Throughout my time at HABS, Joblings
has always been the most unique of all
the Houses, the oddball that appeared
not to pride itself on trophies, instead
choosing to pursue areas such as team
bonding and participation. Joblings was
often the House that failed to live up to its
potential, resulting on many occasions in
a lower than expected finish. It seemed
as if we were teetering on the edge; how
much longer could this underachievement
continue? That was the question
Christopher Combemale and his team
faced in Autumn 2014. So the House was
galvanised, and to everyone’s surprise
Joblings began to stir. It was a close race
throughout the year, Houses jumping from
high to low and back again with no clear
pattern emerging. The efforts Jobloids
put in were huge though, none more so
than the remarkable fourth place finish
in the Inter-House Swimming – where we
had quite literally sunk to the bottom in
preceding years.

However, come Easter, it appeared to
be all over when we were languishing in
sixth place. This was not to be though as
everything seemed then to fall into place,
with the pace being set in a tremendous
effort by the Year 8s, gaining 27 out of
30 available points in the Summer Term.
The result was a dramatic rise all the way
to the lofty heights of second place in the
Crossman. No small thanks for this must
go to the outgoing House team ably led
by Christopher Combemale; their slick
operation is one I can only hope to emulate.
Joblings is more than just this, though, it is
a House which everyone can feel a part of,
knowing that there will always be someone
there to support them. If you ask someone
which House they would like to be in, more
often than not it would be Joblings. The
spirit that flows through our green veins
goes unparalleled. There is a toughness and
togetherness that only a Jobloid would truly
understand, a will to fight with our brothers

no matter what the situation, be it in rugby,
debating or drama.
In addition to these courageous activities
that Jobloids take part in, they have also
shown kindness and generosity through
their support of the Druk White Lotus School
in Ladakh, Northern India. Their participation
in the annual House Row, along with the
charity rap battle and Year 7 Sleep Rough
are all examples of this. Over £14,000 have
been raised for the Ladakhi school in last
two years.
Finally I believe the most important thank you
must go to our bearded leader Mr Swallow
and his accomplished Deputy Mr Taberner
for all their effort and commitment throughout
such a successful year. I look forward to
the next instalment in what could be the
beginning of an exciting new era for Joblings!
Ben Shuker, U6
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You could be excused for confusing the
Meadows house with Manchester United
at the beginning of year.
The house had lost its legendary head, Sir
Alex Ferguson (Alan Bagguley) to retirement
to be replaced with a young exciting David

Moyes (Robert Garvey) as House Master.
However, the similarities thankfully ended
there as the house has enjoyed its most
successful year that I have experienced in
my time here at the school.
As much as I like to imagine myself as the
Rooney-esque star, Meadows’ success this

year has really been a result of hours of hard
graft and commitment from Meadows boys
of every age throughout the school year.
Mr Garvey has been inspirational in his new
post, pumping energy and good humour
into the house’s veins, while the work of his
deputy, Mr Gathani with Meadows’ newest
conscripts, explains why our year 7 and
8s have achieved unprecedented success,
while also starting to develop into the
gentlemen that the house seeks to inspire.
I think the memory I will most cherish
from this year is sitting exhausted after the
cross-country competition and hearing that
Meadows had won the competition in every
age group this year. I had never felt such
pride in the grit and determination of the
boys I had been given a chance to lead. In
those eternal words of Mr Bagguley, you all
left nothing on the causeway in everything
that you did for the house this year, and
for that you have my eternal thanks and
admiration. I know that under Mr Garvey you
will continue to do the same for many years
to come.
Russell Hughes, OH (2015)
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This year has certainly been a busy
one for Team Russells. From the new
group of saplings arriving in September
to a fantastic effort in the Iron Man, we
have seen competitive spirit, hard work,
determination and good sportsmanship in
all fields this year.
Preparation for this year started in earnest
with the new Year 7s meeting for a kickabout to get to know each other. It was a
fantastic day where all the boys became a
team in true Russells fashion.
Our assault on the Crossman competition
started with a bang with brilliant
performances in the Y7 Scrabble and Chess,
picking up nine points in two events! After
the Autumn Term started we met our old
enemy, Meadows, and were soon battling
for supremacy. A notable highlight for
me was the senior drama competition in
which the boys brought the house down
with laughter performing Rowan Atkinson
Sketches. A sporting highlight was the
annual rugby 7s day which saw many of
the lads getting involved, be it playing or
supporting. The Crossman turned into a
very close-fought battle throughout with

very few points separating Russells
and Joblings behind Meadows, as we
ended up 3rd overall.
Away from the Crossman, Russells
boys have been getting stuck in to
all aspects of school life. Russells
can definitely pride itself on being a
house that encourages involvement
in all areas of extra-curricular and
academic life. Russells boys
continued the tradition with a strong
showing in all three school plays,
in many of the sports teams and
activities such as MUN or debating. Credit
must go to many of the younger lads for
being awarded a whopping nine prizes at
the last Junior Assembly of the year. The
Russells spirit to help others extended to
the astonishing Ironman this year. A total of
2732 lengths were swum, 509 miles and a
total raised of £3630 - a dazzling result.
Team Russells would not have been able to
succeed in so many different areas without
the support of many individuals who are
Russells to the core. My Vice Captains
Jonny Daitz, Gordon Hao and Ed Upson
have been a constant in our successes this

year, spear-heading a wonderful group
of U6 boys who have mentored younger
years. The tutors have been a guiding light
to all of us throughout the year. Mr H, a
name synonymous to Team Russells, and
Mr B, a new name to the Team (Mr Bartlett),
have both been an inspiration with rousing
speeches, team talks and the beating of the
drum, the heartbeat of Russells.
To spend my years at HABS in Team
Russells has been a privilege, especially
spending my last year as House Captian
alongside a group of dedicated young
men who always go beyond the call of
duty. I would like to wish Karan Basu and
his team all the success for the coming
year. I am sure the Team Russells spirit
and greenhouse will be safe in their very
capable hands
Jake Krais, OH (2015)
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The “Strouts Family” has had a thoroughly
successful year and it has been a pleasure
leading my fellow housemates.
It all started in early August, with a football
match organised for the soon-to-be new Y7
boys. It was great meeting all the parents,
seeing the boys bond so well, showcase
their “tekkers” and play as a team in a
gripping 7:7 draw; a sign of things to come.
As the year progressed, our performance in
the Crossman improved to a solid position
in the end. We also developed a habit of

turning up for the big school-wide events,
such as the Inter-House rugby competition
which saw unreal commitment from all who
took part, leading to us finishing in the top
three. Our performance in the swimming
gala was immense, upsetting the odds to
win the Donkin Cup and be crowned overall
winners, with the Y7s winning every race!
The Gala also produced one of the highlights
of the year, with Mr Hall jumping into the
pool in his suit and swimming an entire
length in joy of our victory.

Other Crossman successes included
winning the senior badminton, strong
showings in both junior and senior drama
and superb performance on Sports Day to
seal a wonderful end to the year.
But unlike other houses, the Crossman
isn’t what life at HABS is all about. This is
not an admission that winning the shield
is beyond us, but an acknowledgement
that other areas of the school are equally,
if not more important. Take our charity
efforts for example. This year has seen
our innovative “Secret Millionaire” style
project develop successfully, raising a
record amount for the charities that need
our help the most. From the lucrative cake
sales to the individual fund-raising efforts
of many Stroutonians, it has been great to
see so many people get stuck in. It’s also
testament to what the Strouts Family means
that, on our last day at school, U6S2 chose
to turn up wearing masks of Dr. Gannarelli.
So a successful year? Yes and it wouldn’t
have been possible without Mr Hall and
Mr Metcalfe alongside all the Strouts form
tutors, who have well and truly kept the
ship steady throughout the year, creating a
framework for success that makes everyone
in the house feel part of something bigger.
Vishnu Gnanasubramanian, OH (2015)
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Army
The army section of the CCF has enjoyed
great success this year, notably with
annual camp, week-to-week training and
field day.
At the beginning of the summer, cadets set
out to Worcop Training Area in Cumbria for
a week’s arduous training. Besides excellent
meals, we had the opportunity to take part
in well-organised activities. These included
section battle drills, honing the skills we
had learnt during the year, an excellent
assault course and fighting in a built-up
area. Live firing was particularly exciting as
it gave us the opportunity to demonstrate
our skills with the SA-80 rifles. We were
also introduced to the home and foreign
weapons’ stands, which had weapons

captured from the Balkans as well as many
of our own. Finally, a platoon battle drill
took place. It was a mammoth exercise,
involving nearly 40 cadets, charging across
open plains firing hundreds of blank rounds
at the ever-present foe. Overall, the week
was enjoyed by everyone, and I thoroughly
recommend it.
During the school term, the CCF meets on
Friday afternoon for weekly training. This
consists of regular training in which we
practise the skills needed for field day such
as skill-at-arms, first aid and drill. Training
also may include a particular favourite of
the cadets – close-quarter battles in the
changing rooms, clearing out the enemy
with a fantastic show of energy.

Field day, at the beginning of October, was
also very entertaining. The army section
arrived at Bramley, set up a camp that
lacked all home comforts and began a
reconnaissance stalk as night fell. Having
slept overnight, we performed a section
battle drill and paint-ball close-quarter
combat in the woods the next day. After an
intense morning’s training, exhausted, we
returned to school.
In short, the army section provides
an excellent opportunity and is highly
recommended to all those not currently
involved.
Freddie Bird, L6

CCAT Spanish Rock Climbing
During the October half-term this year I
had the amazing opportunity to go rock
climbing on the Costa Blanca in Spain
through the CCF. The week-long course
was run by four instructors from the
Cadet Centre for Adventurous Training
(CCAT) and was without a doubt the best
experience of my life.
We met at Manchester Airport at the
ungodly hour of 4 a.m. and took an early
flight to Alicante in south-eastern Spain,
arriving at our resort at around lunchtime.
We spent the rest of that day getting to
know each other (all the students had
come from different detachments and so
we had never met before) and brushing
up on our basic rock climbing skills. It will
suffice to say that that afternoon in the Albir
Gardens resort there were many bewildered
holidaymakers wondering why a group of
teenagers were tying themselves to the rails
on their balconies.
The next morning we set off early and spent
the day in pairs, with our assigned instructor,
doing some single pitch sport routes in the

morning and a four pitch multi-pitch
traditional route in the afternoon.
On the second day, I had the
opportunity to lead climb a couple
of single-pitch sports routes.
Leading involves climbing a route
with the rope hanging below and
clipping it into the bolts which
have been drilled into the rock
face. This was my first ever time
leading, and it was both extremely
exciting and absolutely terrifying.
This idea of lead climbing was
further developed on the third
day, during which I also had
the opportunity to lead climb a
traditional route. This meant that instead of
having secure bolts to clip into, I had to place
my own gear (under the careful watch of my
instructor) in cracks in the rock to protect
my ascent. Whilst I was petrified during the
climb, I also felt a huge deal of pride upon
completion: it was something I had never
envisioned myself doing and yet thanks to
the patient guidance of my instructor I had
managed it.

For the next three days we concentrated on
multi-pitch climbing, with the instructors
focusing on teaching us the skills needed
to become competent seconds on longer
climbs. We managed to complete some
quite long routes with breath-taking scenery.
One particular highlight for me was the day
we spent at Val de Guadar (Echo Valley):
after reaching the top of our climb, we then
scrambled to the top of the mountain and
walked along the ridge to the peak. The view
was unbelievable.
By the end of the week I could not quite
believe the amount we had accomplished.
I had made great friends, had some
absolutely astonishing experiences and
learnt a huge amount. I have memories from
the trip that I will keep for the rest of my life.
This was my third course with CCAT and
I would encourage anyone looking for an
adventure, for a new experience or simply
for a way to spend their holidays to consider
going on one of their courses. I guarantee
you will not regret it.
Kinnar Patel, U6
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Rocky Mountain Cadet Exchange
Cadet U/O James Lockwood of
Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’ School, Elstree:
Last summer I was fortunate to be selected
as one of 12 British Army Cadets to represent
the United Kingdom on a six week exchange
to the Canadian Rockies. We participated in
the prestigious ‘Leadership and Challenge
Course’ where we spent one week on each of
glacier trekking, mountain biking, white water
kayaking, horse riding, wilderness first aid,
alpine trekking and rock climbing.
We were based in Alberta at the Rocky
Mountain National Army Cadet Summer
Training Centre. Upon arrival, we had a busy
first few days of intake; including a gruelling
fitness test which could have had us sent all
the way back to England if it was failed. We
were then divided into six platoons, each of
around 30 Canadian cadets and 2 Britons
whom, over the summer, became my family.
The six weeks that followed were incredible.
My platoon’s first cycle was Glacier trekking,
and I found myself climbing the stunning
Des Poilus glacier, with six other cadets,
at 10,000ft. After three days of learning
how to survive on the glacier and practising
crevasse rescues, our summit expedition
started at 4am on the fourth day. At around
6am, the blazing red sun rose behind us as
we climbed the steep walls of ice, finally
illuminating the ice capped mountains
surrounding us. We all had to stop to take in
the awe-inspiring sight. After an exhilarating
summit just before noon, we were brought
back down to earth by near disaster on
our return journey. As the sun rose higher

above us, softening the ice, we trekked
across the ice field roped in teams of four.
In an instant the instructor on my rope team
disappeared into a crevasse in a flurry of
snow. Our training kicked in - I and the other
two cadets on our rope team immediately
dropped to the ground, sinking our axes into
the ice to prevent us being pulled in too.
Once we were secure, the second rope team
cautiously approached and we hauled him
out of the crevasse; fortunately no one was
hurt. As we continued down the glacier I
could still feel the adrenalin rushing through
my body.
The following few weeks passed in a blur
of incredible activities. Our instructors were
second to none – fantastically experienced
and really passionate about their area of
expertise. All of the activities were taken to
a higher level than I had ever experienced
before, from multi-pitch rock climbing to
self-arresting a fall on an ice slope. I also
learnt to roll a kayak without having to bail
out when you capsize (which happened
rather a lot until I finally mastered the skill)
as well as grooming horses, and mountain
bikes mechanics to name but a handful of
the skills we were taught.
During the rock climbing, I can remember
being 150m up a baking cliff face, holding
myself against the rock by my fingertips,
and realising that my fingers were slowly
losing purchase, sliding out of the smooth,
slim handhold– frightening even though I
wore a harness. My arms were shaking with
exhaustion as I finally managed to throw

my body left to get a better grip, find holds
for my feet, and secure myself to the next
anchor. Now, hanging from the sheer rock
face by my harness, I was ready to belay for
my partner who was 40m below me.
The weekends involved ‘Rest & Recovery’
days, which were spent on various
excursions. On the third weekend, after a
large ceremonial parade in Banff, we were
awarded the Freedom of the town. Another
weekend was spent at the Calgary stampede,
where we saw the annual rodeo – with
cowboys lassoing cattle, wagon racing, and
deep fried Oreos by the bucket load.
Throughout the six weeks we were assessed
on our practical and leadership abilities,
each cadet spent one day of each activity
cycle leading their team and our instructors
assessed our abilities throughout the cycle.
At the end of the course, we held a final
parade on base where the accolades and
achievements of cadets throughout the six
weeks were announced. I was awarded the
honour of top British Cadet, and ranked as
the best cadet on the course. The experience
has been an incredible one, I learned a great
deal about my capacity to push myself and
my ability to lead. I would recommend that
anyone who enjoys being challenged, and
has a passion for learning new skills, applies
for this exceptional experience.
I would like to thank Mr Lloyd-Williams, Col
Woodall, and WO2 Sandercock for all their
support during the application process and
run up to departure.
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CCF Navy Field Day
March Field Day for the CCF Royal Navy
section saw a whole host of different
activities. Year 10 camped out overnight
and got some mileage in their legs in
preparation for Easter’s Okehampton Duke
of Edinburgh camp.
A select but skilful group of boys
accompanied Mr Hall and Dr Chapman to
Datchet for some high-octane dinghy action.
Meanwhile, the remaining 36 cadets from Yr
11 and L6 accompanied Messrs Whalley,
Kingdon, Handley, Hardman and Dr Joyce to

Croxley Common Moor for another monster
Scrub Bashing session. The cadets toiled
for five hours cutting and removing a huge
amount of ‘brash’ that was then burnt.
Croxley Common Moor is a Site of Special
Scientific Interest and our Navy cadets have
volunteered their time and muscle over a
number of Field Days to help maintain this
unique piece of Hertfordshire landscape.
Our sincere thanks go to the cadets for their
enthusiasm, humour and willingness to ‘get
stuck in’. Further thanks to Fabian Hiscock,

CCF RN Field Day trip to Datchet Water
Fifteen of the CCF Royal Navy Section’s keenest sailors took
to the vast waters of Datchet Reservoir for Field Day. Relieved
not to have had to listen to Mr Hall’s and Dr Chapman’s dulcet
singing to the radio on the way, the cadets stepped out of the
minibus commenting ‘Now that’s a big bit of water!’ Trips such
as this give the cadets a fabulous opportunity to progress the
skills they have learned with school and gain experience in
bigger and faster boats on a much greater expanse of water.
The cadets were lucky enough to be instructed by Rosie and
Charlie, RYA Senior Instructors that have hosted groups of HABS
boys at Datchet Water for several years now. Rosie’s group started
with enhancing their skills in single hander Topper Topaz or RS
Qubas. Meanwhile, Charlie’s group were getting to grips with the
theory of sailing with spinnakers and then took to the water to
successfully practice this new challenge.
On hand as ever for ‘trips around the bay’ were Mr Hall and
Dr Chapman sailing a Dart 18. The cadets always enjoy the
opportunity to taste the speed of the catamaran and have a go
at helming.
It is always a pleasure to take the HABS RN cadets on a trip such
as this. Their enthusiasm and commitment is not to be faulted
and they were ever the gentlemen that we expect, representing the
Navy Section and the School with pride. A brilliant Field Day!
Lt Cr Hardman
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Ian Ward & John Watton who, as ‘Friends of
Croxley Common Moor,’ (FCCM) volunteer
once a month outside the nesting season
to keep the ‘scrub’ under control. Our three
‘Friends’ had taken the day off work to
assist in the work and direct operations.
In just one day, the HABS Navy cadets
performed a task that would have taken
FCCM an entire season to complete.
Outstanding.
Lt Cdr Hardman

Navy Cadets At Datchet Water – March 2015
After last year’s storm-force winds, this year the boys were
welcomed to Datchet Water by the chilling embrace of a light
Northerly breeze. Datchet gurus Rosie and Charlie had the boys
afloat in a flash and worked on advanced techniques such as
the roll-gybe and racing starts in a variety of single handed
craft throughout the morning.
Meanwhile, Dr Chapman and Mr Hall cruised menacingly around
the boys in a Dart 16 catamaran, slicing through the gloom of the
solar eclipse. In the afternoon, the Datchet and HABS instructors
joined forces to treat the boys to a roller-coaster ride of catamaran
experience, trapeze experience, spinnaker sailing and even
rudderless sailing in double-handed racing machines.
The learning curve was steep but the HABS boys performed
magnificently well, their skills already having been honed by long
hours at Aldenham Sailing Club with the HABS extensive dinghy fleet.
Lt Hall
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“Rock, Rock, Rockley Around the Clock”
The HABS RN CCF Expedition to Rockley
Point, Summer 2015
Prelude – The Journey:
Such is the linguistic mastery of Lt Cdr
Hardman that he can convey the most
subtle nuances of meaning virtually
instantaneously. “I am very excited”
(or words to that effect) shouted Lt Cdr
Hardman as I answered his evening
phone call. “I have spent the day sailing
a very fast catamaran” (or words to that
effect) he continued, and then “I have had
another one placed at your disposal for
the morning, so make haste to Rockley
Point” (or words to that effect). After
considering this proposition for three, or
perhaps four seconds, I needed no further
encouragement.
“Monkey World only twelve miles, but that’s
in Dorset!” I exclaimed to my navigator
and crew Dr Chapman. “Yes, and Poole is
in Dorset too” she replied and then more
cuttingly, perhaps with a note of cruelty in
her voice, “Was that A level in Geography
you did very difficult.
After easing into the car park much later
I closed my eyes and inhaled the heady
mixture of seaweed, suntan lotion, Brut 33
and general bonhomie. We were once again
a part of the HABS RN CCF’s adventurous
expedition to the UK’s largest natural
harbour, and this time it was serious.
The Night before the Morning After:
It could not escape the notice of even the
most casual observer that Lt Cdr Hardman
is extremely popular at Rockley Point.
Entering the hallowed accommodation
block, I met first with a gaggle of HABS’
finest young sailors, including Coxswain
Jukes. After exchanging warm greetings I
was reminded of the popular motion picture
titled “Apocalypse Now”; in the middle
distance sat a sun-tanned Lt Cdr Hardman
on some sort of throne, being attended upon
by a Praetorian guard of Rockley Instructors,
feeding him on fine cheese and fine alcoholfree wine. Mr Gauntlett, mastermind and
chief-architect of the Rockley expedition,
sat beside him with his own sun-tan cream,
a somewhat smaller piece of cheese and a
can of Vimto. The elite Rockley team offered
Lt Cdr Hardman a range of activities for the
following day, yet he remained impassive.
Eventually he spoke with a tone reminiscent
of Russell Crowe in “Gladiator”, softly
saying, “Tomorrow, on my command, we
sail somewhere far away and back in fast
boats” (or words to that effect).
The Morning after the Night Before:
Men of manners were in short supply, but
the boys of the HABS RN CCF have manners
in abundance. By their polite and gentle

conduct, they set themselves apart from
others and put those around them (including
me of course) at ease. They are a credit to
HABS, and I am at all-times proud of them,
not least when we are eating together in a
foreign land such as Poole.
Soon Lt Cdr Hardman joined us, further
brightening the already bright faces of the
Rockley team. A dozen or so very fast boats
were standing by at the shoreline. “Get in”
he responded (or words to that effect). They
seemed more than pleased by his response.
Soon the morning’s activities began. A daisy
chain of bright-yellow Laser 2000 dinghies
was towed out into the harbour, each one
populated with a couple of our brave RN
CCF boys. Rockley powerboats buzzed their
encouragement as the craft departed. Opting
instead for a beach launch, Lt Cdr Hardman,
Alex Down, Dr Chapman and I too set forth
in the promised fast catamarans, carried
forth on a zephyr breeze. As I pushed and
prodded the rudder assembly, Rockley’s
cat-expert Liam casually asked me. “Do
you have a lot of experience of cats then?”
“Yes,” I replied, “We had a couple of tabbies
and a Persian Blue when I was a child”.
Liam smiled politely, thumbing his radio
perhaps with the intention of calling security,
but it was too late- in a flash we were gone.
So began a simply marvellous morning of
sailing. We danced along the channel before
sailing right around Round Island, guided
proactively by the Rockley team. As our
boys got to grips with their racy steeds, I
felt a growing sense that all was well; while
other schools gradually withdraw from
sailing on “safety” grounds, HABS remains
stalwart in defiance; our boys like to sail,
and so do our staff, especially on fast boats
in a rising tide with a bit of a chop.
By the end of the morning session, the cats
were screaming along if not exactly like
scalded cats, then at least like cats which
had been thoroughly warmed up. We made
haste to the nearest café where I amused
myself by ordering six drinks one at a time
from the world’s most grumpy hostess.

pursuit of Lt Cdr Hardman and another cadet
at a somewhat alarming rate of knots. We
streaked past and between the remainder
of the fleet, momentarily glimpsing familiar
faces and familiar smiles. Have no fear
regarding the creative imagination of our
HABS boys, we observed at least four of
them re-modelling two Laser 2000 dinghies
into what I imagine was one Laser 4000
dinghy. Several others presented a new
interpretation of the Maritime Collision
Avoidance Rules. Again though, these
activities were conducted with huge
enthusiasm and good-grace. I think that Lt
Cdr Hardman and Cox’n Jukes hammered
their own cat over and into the surf but,
having my eyes firmly closed at the time, I
cannot be sure of this.
All too soon we were safely back ashore.
Our boys and our staff were euphoric,
sharing that feeling of having prevailed
through a challenging shared adventurous
experience. The very good people of Rockley
too were more than happy, widely praising
our boys for their spirit and courage.
Sadly, perhaps only half an hour after
landing ashore, it was time for me to say
“goodbye” and to leave the Rockley party
to rock. As I prepared to leave, I noted a
number of Rockley instructors lighting huge
bonfires and preparing what appeared to be
some form of celebratory beach banquet for
Lt Cdr Hardman. Sliding into my car once
more, and bidding all around me “farewell”
my heart, lungs and muscles pulsed to
the familiar rhythm of enjoyable fatigue. I
am most grateful to my colleagues Lt Cdr
Hardman, Mr Gauntlett and Dr Chapman for
allowing me to be a part in this expedition,
to the fabulous Rockley team for their skill,
organisation and enthusiasm, and of course
to our HABS RN CCF cadets for “pushing
the envelope” of sailing a little further than I
have ever seen the envelope before.
Lt Hall

The Afternoon following the Morning after
the Night Before:
The HABS staff and Rockley instructor
group huddled away from the wind, sharing
sailing stories behind a set of garishly
painted beach huts as our lads enjoyed an
impromptu game of post-lunch football. I
was quite glad to return to the sea which
itself was warmer than the air, this time with
Jamie.
“Are you OK Jamie?” I enquired through
clenched teeth. “Yes”, he replied, “This is
great”. This spoke volumes of his courage;
we were proceeding through the surf in
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HABS CCF Royal Navy Cadet Reads at Festival of Remembrance
– November 2014
Jacob Tucker (then L6) was one of a
group of young people who read a multifaith prayer for peace at the Royal British
Legion’s Festival of Remembrance. He
was chosen as a representative of the
British Jewish community. This annual
event takes place in the Royal Albert Hall,
in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen,
HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, HRH the
Prince of Wales, the Prime Minister, the
Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition and
other leading politicians. It was broadcast
on BBC One on Saturday evening.
We are extremely honoured and deeply
humbled that one of our students was
invited to take part in such an important
event in our national life, especially in the
year of the centenary of the start of the
First World War.
It is worth reflecting on the immense
impact the events of 1914-1918 had on
our school community. The Combined
Cadet Force was re-founded in October
1914 and by July 1915 had grown to 240
members. Over 230 Old Haberdashers’

volunteered for the Armed Forces by
December 1914 and 497 Old Boys by
December 1916. A number of staff were
commissioned: Major Blunt, Head of the
Junior School, was wounded and captured
at the Somme, Lieutenant Jobling was
mentioned in despatches and Captain
Reynolds was killed in Armentieres. The
school itself, then in Hampstead, was
damaged on 19th October 1917 when a
Zeppelin dropped a bomb nearby, breaking
135 windows. On the very day that the
Armistice was declared in November 1918
the school started to collect funds for a
memorial to the 107 Old Haberdashers’
who had paid the ultimate sacrifice and
lost their lives in the conflict. Among them
was F.J. Milne, the first OH fatality of the
Great War, killed in November 1914 by a
shell explosion while dragging his brother
back to safety from no-man’s land.
Jacob read the prayer for peace in his
Haberdashers’ Navy CCF uniform at the
service.

Navy Section Field Day, Sailing
at Bury Lake – October 2014
Forty-six HABS Royal Navy CCF
cadets enjoyed a challenging Field
Day of sailing at Bury Lake near
Rickmansworth. Under the watchful
guidance of Dr Chapman, Mr Holmes,
Mr Hall, and four further RYA
instructors from Bury Lake, the boys
set sail in a variety of dinghies.
During the day all types of weather
were experienced ranging from brilliant
sunshine to squall conditions. The
cadets acquitted themselves superbly
well afloat and were noted by the Bury
Lake instructors as possessing excellent
manners; something of which Habs can
be justifiably proud.
At one point during the day we managed
to have thirty-six boats sailing safely on
the water; a new record for the HABS
Royal Navy CCF Section. Days like this
make one tremendously proud to be a part
of the HABS CCF with its legacy which
now dates back one hundred years.
Lt Hall

Lt Hall

RN Summer Sailing Course at Aldenham Reservoir, July 2015
Each summer the CCF Royal Navy Section runs a sailing
course for its incoming cadets and this summer was no
exception. Twenty-four cadets were introduced to the sport and
learnt how to control their dinghy, sailing it around a course
with confidence and skill by the end of the week. The winds
built steadily throughout the course along with the cadets’
confidence. Learning in Topper and Pico dinghies, the cadets
practised rigging, tacking, gybing, capsizing and starting races.
By the end of the course, the cadets were positively zooming
around Aldenham Reservoir, actively looking for ways to answer
the ‘5 Essentials’ mantra ‘Can This Boat Sail Better?’
Under the skilled instruction of Senior Instructors Lt Cdr Hardman,
Lt Hall and OH Jack Talboys, supported by Dinghy Instructors Dr
Chapman and Harry Jukes, the cadets achieved the RYA Level One
sailing qualification with many progressing to achieve the Level Two
qualification.
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The most proficient cadets tested their skills in the more advanced
boats in the HABS fleet including bigger Lasers and the doublehanded Hartley 12.2, a new addition to the fleet last year funded by
the HABS Foundation.
This course provides an excellent opportunity for the new cadets
to get involved in CCF activities ahead of the start of the academic
year. The skills learnt on this course will be nurtured and improved
during their CCF RN careers at HABS, enabling them to fully benefit
from Field Day sailing trips to bigger water such as Datchet and
the much anticipated Summer Field Day trip to Rockley Point and
Poole Harbour.
Dr G Chapman
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RAF Annual Report

Air Squadron Trophy

The Royal Air Force section had an
amazing year of change and progress. The
year started off well under the leadership
of F/Sgt Kapoor, Sgt Shah and Sgt Adj
Alimchandani giving the younger years
more attention and help to ensure they
settled in quickly. This was buoyed by the
Y10’s experience of flying in the summer
term at RAF Halton. Along with flying,
other year groups had exciting field days,
in which they excelled their knowledge of
the RAF and also their team work.
The new Y10 cadets have vastly improved
since they joined at the beginning of the
term. Their energy and enthusiasm is
encouraging and highlights the potential
of the brilliant cadets. Their first Field Day
saw them stay overnight, practising Duke of
Edinburgh skills such as cooking, navigating
and setting up tents. This helped them
further the skills they had been learning on
Fridays after school. This good grasp of the
basics guarantees an exciting year ahead
with the real Duke of Edinburgh expedition
just over the horizon.
The current Year 11s had an extremely
encouraging year as they started to blossom
into well-rehearsed cadets, with improved
drill skills and near-perfect uniform. Their
team work was further enhanced by the
interesting lessons planned by the SNCOs
to teach them the value of team work in the
RAF. On the autumn Field Day, they took
a leadership development course at RAF
Halton. They were also taught First Aid over
several weeks by Flt Lt Stiff which had them
participating in enthralling lessons, and all of
them passed their assessed test.
The current L6th spent most of the year
learning leadership qualities and how to
lead successfully. This was done by doing
‘Personal Leadership Tasks’ and further
developing their team cohesion for use in
the future when it comes to them teaching
RAF knowledge to the younger cadets. This
autumn field day was a particular highlight

for the L6th as they got to go flying at RAF
Benson. Most of them had the opportunity
to practise for this trip by using the relatively
new flight simulation system, which they
thoroughly enjoyed, making the actual flying
an excellent field day
The current U6 used the summer term to
experience what running the section would
be like. With the extremely capable and
enthusiastic SNCOs leaving, it was the
turn of the then L6 to pick up the gauntlet
thrown down by the prodigious SNCOs.
The summer field day was led by current
head of section leader Efrem Edel, as he
prepared to take over the section. This was
thoroughly enjoyable and everyone who took
part learned something about leadership,
whether it be passive or dictatorial. Efrem
has led the section well with Sgt Basu and I,
alongside some passionate SNCOs.
The rest of the year looks set to be
incredible, with outdoor activities replacing
the majority of most classroom lessons as
the New Year passes. This will allow use
of the recently renovated obstacle course
and even the climbing wall in the new
sports hall. The remainder of the year for
the RAF section promises to be eventful and
entertaining as always.
Sgt James Benson U6

The Air Squadron Trophy Competition is
regarded as one of the most prestigious
events in the RAF. Situated in RAF
Halton, the event is incredibly popular,
with over a dozen schools from around
the country taking part. The day of the
competition arrived with 14 enthusiastic
cadets arriving at HABS early in the
morning, all of who were personally
handpicked by Flt Lt Stiff. We trundled
into the school minivan one by one,
all clearly excited by thoughts of the
jam- packed day ahead. The categories
in which we competed in included, drill,
shooting, personal leadership tasks,
aircraft recognition, general knowledge,
first aid and fitness. As it was our first
time participating in over a decade,
we did not rank well overall due to our
inexperience. Nevertheless, we did
particularly well in the leadership tasks,
placing third out of the 16 schools
present. The day was not only about
rivalry, but also meeting new people who
like us, greatly enjoyed being members
of the RAF. We all agreed that the trip
was a great experience, and it has greatly
improved our teamwork as a group, as
well as providing us with an opportunity
to learn new skills which will prove to be
helpful in our future endeavours.
LPL King-Ting Liu, U6

Y10 RAF Field Day
In the summer 2015, the Year 10 RAF
cadets were taken to Halton RAF base for
field day to have a taster course in flying.
When we arrived, we were assigned
and fitted into the proper attire for our
flights. Although a little uncomfortable at
first, everyone got used to wearing the
jumpsuits we were given. After a short
preparation video, we each awaited our
turn to fly in the Tutor Plane with our
pilot instructor. Once in the aircraft, we
had the privileged chance to experience
firsthand how the small plane is flown as
well as being able to have a go at doing
mid-air manoeuvres and being given
the chance to perform some stunts in
the plane such as a 360 loop or a barrel
role- as well as an incredible view of the
scenery just below the clouds. Overall,
the day was a tremendous experience
which may only come once in a lifetime.
All the cadets involved thought of the day
as an exhilarating occasion which they
hope to do again as soon as possible.
Cadet Rian Shah, Y11
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SCS 2015
The motto on the school’s crest is SERVE
and OBEY. This year, some 180 students in
Years 10 – 12 took the motto to heart and
were actively involved in the School and
Community Service (SCS) program, serving
the school and the wider community in a
variety of ways. The boys, ably led by some
50 members of staff, gave their time to help
out almost every department and club in the
school: tidying departmental bookshelves,
making and displaying countless posters,
coaching younger boys in a number of

sports and offering academic assistance to
other students.
In the wider community boys visited the
residents of many local care homes, acted
as teaching assistants in primary schools,
worked in synagogues, temples, and
churches, as well as coaching junior sport
in in many local clubs and associations.
The SCS program gives our boys so many
opportunities to use their many talents
to help others and their supervisors talk

of their leadership, their initiative, their
friendliness and, above all, their willingness
to serve others.
My thanks to all of the boys for their
involvement, with a special thanks to the staff
for the many hours they devote to giving the
boys the opportunity to serve others.
G P Kissane
(Coordinator of SCS)

Kestrel Grove
Every Friday afternoon during the school term, a group
consisting of Naveed Bashir, Assad Ali, Miss Leigh and myself
visit the Kestrel Grove Nursing Home.

Without any doubt, our time at the Kestrel Grove Nursing Home
has been a highly rewarding experience that has imbued us all with
a sense of compassion and respect for the elderly.

During our time there, we talk to the residents and went on to build
very strong personal relationships with all of the people there.
Whether it was talking about last week’s football results or gaining
an insight into their lives, there was always something that every
one of us could talk with the residents about.

Thanks must go to all of the staff at Kestrel Grove who provided
us with the opportunity to meet such wonderful residents and,
of course, Miss Leigh, without whom these visits would not be
possible.
Brahen Kamalanathan, L6

Despite the challenges presented in talking with some of the
residents who have dementia and Alzheimer’s, they all have
engaging stories to tell and relish the opportunity to tell us them.

Leavesden Green Primary School
This year we have visited Leavesden Green
primary school on Friday afternoons.
During our time there we challenged the
children to complete a task of building
something using the materials provided.
They had to do this within a time limit and
their product then underwent tests to decide
which one was the best.
They made many items which they
thoroughly enjoyed building and in the
process learned how they worked, for
example, why things balance.
The items built included: a spaghetti and
Jelly Baby tower, a catapult, a parachute, a
maze and a periscope.
Each week seemed to be a success and
the children seemed to enjoy the club a
lot. Children often worked in groups and
got on well together and tried hard to try to
complete the tasks to the best of their ability.
Despite there being a large range of ages,
all pupils seemed to be able to carry out the
tasks with ease.

Biology SCS
Biology SCS is not simply about stacking books or sorting posters; rather, it is about
looking after a department that contains a host of displays, artefacts and creatures.
The department is full to the brim with animal skulls, snakes stored in ethanol, plants
grown in enrichment sessions- it is a mini museum of sorts - and this requires careful
care and constant regulation by the SCS boys.
This year has seen the introduction of two new species; the Yemen chameleon
affectionately named ‘Tyrone’, and the D. Leucomelas poison dart frogs, both of which
are looked after by the department and the SCS crew. On Wednesdays and Fridays the
team work hard to clean the animal habitats, replace their water and feed them as well as
performing regular maintenance of displays and the fish tank. It is because of this work
that the department’s displays have become increasingly popular, and Tyrone now has
his own Twitter page and fan following.
Adiyant Lamba, U6

SCS Press
The SCS Press group produces articles for the school website and school
magazine. The type of articles we write and photograph are visits by external
speakers, achievements by HABS boys and fund-raising events going on in school.
This year I have covered the talk given by Nicola Blackwood, MP, who spoke about
the current refugee crisis. I also got special permission to see inside and photograph
the new Sports Hall and have publicised other societies like ICT and Amnesty.

Overall helping out at Leavesden Green has
been very rewarding for us HABS boys and,
hopefully, for the younger children.

Ms Simons, who used to be a journalist, runs SCS Press and, as well as attending
every Friday Period 7, she asks us to attend events or visits during the week – and
take photos. I like doing work for this service as you can go to events which interest
you and, in turn, find out more about the school. Writing up the articles has also
helped with my writing skills.

Kiran Mehta, Y10

Rahul Kanani, L6
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Independent SCS – Oxfam
I have found my experience working in my local Oxfam branch
invaluable. Every Saturday I carry out my independent SCS at
Oxfam in Pinner. Usually, I am there for two hours and have
been a volunteer now for about one and a half years.
The SCS program at school is a fantastic opportunity for students
to engage with both the HABS community as well as the wider
local one. In particular, independent SCS allows students to explore
their local area and contribute to assisting local services such as
sports clubs, charity shops and care homes. My SCS has taught
me skills that I think cannot be taught at school - such as customer
interaction and fixed ‘working hours’.
My SCS mostly involves sorting through goods but, because
there are other people working at the same time, it is usually
quite enjoyable; a normal day would involve managing the till or
sorting the book room. Nevertheless, there can be challenges. On
several occasions, I have had to attend to impolite or unreasonable
customers. Although I did not particularly enjoy these difficult
situations, it did help me work on my people skills. These events
certainly taught me to be more understanding - and how to remain
calm under pressure!
For me, these are skills which I could not otherwise build had I not
had some sort of experience such as my voluntary work. These
are skills that a school cannot teach hence the reason I feel that
this independent SCS program is a great opportunity to both build
skills, but also to give back to the wider community outside the
Haberdashers’ campus.

SCS Props
The work of SCS Props revolves around
school drama productions. In the Spring
Term, our attention turned to the Middle
School play of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and we
were asked to make a multi-tier wedding
cake, which evolved into a beautifully
romantic creation. After Easter, our work
focussed on the junior play of the Odyssey
and on Field Day, we cut, assembled and
painted several ancient Greek-style axes
so they were ready for action for the final
scene of the epic play.
This year the SCS Props group are working
for the senior school production of Twelfth
Night by Shakespeare. Tasked with the
challenge of creating two large trees for the
stage, the crew have worked happily and
hard while creating them independently. The
process started by using a jigsaw to cut
out the intricate shapes, followed by careful
layering with wire and papier maché to
achieve a good finish.
Siavash Minoukadeh, Y11
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I would recommend independent SCS to the lower year groups.
The flexibility is useful, not just for timing, but also for the activity
because students are welcome to assist their community in
several ways.
I would like to thank the brilliant manager of the shop - Sue. She
is hilarious yet compassionate, especially to the volunteers. I
would also like to thank Mr Kissane for all his help with managing
independent SCS.
Anish Patel, L6

Sport
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Rugby 1st XV
At the end of this season our record
stands: eight games played, won five and
lost three. Hard graft made this possible
as ours was not a size blessed with natural
size and strength.
The hard work began in the gym in the
spring term of last year; we were in school
at 7am pumping iron and, thanks to those
early mornings, we were able to compete
physically with bigger teams and sometimes
dominate them.
A few niggling injuries at the start of the
season meant we went into our first game
against St Columba’s with an inexperienced
backline. St Columba’s, recently returned
from a tour to South Africa, was a solid
side and had much more match experience
this season than us. But, even though we
narrowly lost 5-3, we knew we were still
getting into our stride.
Tiffin was a strong, well-drilled side and
again, with an inexperienced back line, we
suffered another defeat. The return of Eddy
Mort signalled a change in our fortune as
we got two big wins against Hitchin and
Dr Challoner’s. The derby game against
Watford Grammar was a big highlight of the
season. On a horrible day, against a side
full of confidence, we gritted our teeth and
ground out a 14-3 win. Our defence on that
day showed the immense team spirit as we
all put our bodies on the line for each other.
Our next match was an amazing occasion
- Friday Night Lights at Merchant Taylors’.
This team had clearly spent even longer
in the gym than us and was a massively
physical side. The horrible conditions did
not allow us to play the expansive brand
of rugby we wanted to play and their size
and strength won out. However, I was still
extremely proud to lead out a team that
did not hold back for a second. Hearing
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the chants from the sidelines was an
unforgettable experience for everyone
involved on that night. We finished the
season off well with close victories against
UCS and of course QE Barnet at the Allianz
Stadium.
This season would not have been what it
was without the amazing contribution and
heart of all the players. The big boys in
the front row - Akhil Dewan, Luke Suker,
Iyon Rudran and Aron Rapacioli - set the
foundations for the team. Rudder provided
much entertainment when he would simply
run over smaller players. Lewis GreenanBarrett, Eddie Gillow, Will Withyman and
Bruce Parris in my mind summed up what
this season was all about and never gave up
on each game, while Lewis and Gillow were
the enforcers of the team
The year 11 boys Dylan Kaposi and Michael
Miller also provided very different services
to the team this year. Even though you
may think Miller was in the team because
of his size and strength alone, he showed
smooth hands and a decent turn of pace
in the 13 shirt. Dylan grew massively as a
scrum half this season but also provided
Tosh will hours of amusement by having the
nickname “Junior”.

The stalwarts of the back line - Alex Willis,
Eddy Mort, Ian Harris, Jay Kaposi and Dylan
Kaye - all had brilliant seasons and showed
that you do not have to be muscular or
strong to be good at rugby. In particular, the
kicking game of Alex improved throughout
the season. Shiv Sekaran and Josh
Agyemeng were our secret weapons; their
sheer athleticism gave our team that extra
bit of depth. Akhil, Luke ,Gillow and Harris
provided examples for all others to follow.
Although the boys did the physical work on
the pitch, it would not have all been possible
without our coaches. Thank you to them for
putting in hours of effort with us and helping
us all to develop on and off the pitch.
I would like to thank all the senior rugby
boys for making this season such a
successful and enjoyable one. We have
formed brilliant friendships through chucking
around an egg-shaped ball together for 12
weeks.
Finally, thank you to all the parents, staff
and boys who came to support us over the
season. Good luck to next year’s captain
and next year’s 1st XV.
Harry Wilkinson Roberts, U6
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2nd XV Rugby
This season has been an enormous success.
We started slowly but, in the words of Anish
Rajpal, “we drew, lost and won the rest”.
After an undeserved draw in our first match the
team took a knock in confidence and suffered
a horrifying defeat in the last play of the game
in our next match. However with our tails
between our legs these two tough tests early
on spurred us to new levels of physicality. For
the rest of the season we found that opponents
could not match our physical tackling and line
speed. The team grew into the season with
some sensational results.
We were the only team to win against
Merchant Taylors’. Special mention goes to
Andrew Chronias for sustaining a horrific

neck injury on a Friday but still turning
up and playing on the Saturday; to
Vlad for his aggressive performances
and to Bindra for the one game where
he taught the entire team how to tackle.
This team has developed enduring
friendships with each other and that
has been part of our success. Mr
Brotherston has been another key to
our success, helping with our training
sessions and devoting his Saturdays to
his team. I would also like to thank Mr
McIntosh for his all his time and to my
team mates for making ours such an
enjoyable team to be a part of.
Joshua Steinert, U6

U16 B Rugby

victory. We continued this winning form
into the next week, managing to beat Dr
Challoner’s 28-17 on the first team pitch.

In a season blighted by injuries and
A-team call-ups, the U16s 2nd XV
has lived up to its billing by invariably
coming second out of two teams. We
have been nothing if not consistent.

U16 A Rugby
The U16As have had a mixed season
with a few high points and some low
moments. It is quite disappointing that
we only managed to win three out of
eight matches but, in the games we did
win, we produced some of the best rugby
we have ever played as a team.
Our first win was against Tiffin in our
second game of the season. After losing
to St Columba’s the week before we were
determined to come back stronger. It was
a special moment for me as it was my
first match after being injured for almost
a year. In spite of the long journey to
south London, we played extremely well
and Alistair scored one of the best tries
we have ever scored. This, alongside
some good defence, contributed to our

However, we then suffered several bad losses
in the weeks to come against St Albans,
Watford, Taylors’ and UCS, even though many
of the forwards put in some good shifts. After
years of training and playing as a team, we
managed to finish on a win, beating QE Barnet
17-0 with tries from Dan and Dylan.
Throughout the season there have been great
performances from James, Animesh and
Max in the forwards, and from Nick, Harry
and Michael in the backs. I’d like to thank Mr
Metcalfe for managing us this year and Dr
Hobbs and Mr Kerry for coaching us.
Luca Ignatius, Y11

U15 A Rugby
This season has been one of ups and
downs for the U15As. We started with a
match against rivals St Columba’s. The
matches we have played against each
other over the years have been closely
fought, and it was important for us to play
well. We played strong, attacking rugby
and yet lost the match, a common theme
that emerged as the season went on.

continue this run of form. We won our next
match against Watford Grammar, and then
we came on to Merchant Taylors’. This
was our most frustrating match all year.
We came from behind to hold the lead, and
Farzan scored the crucial try to put us in
front with one play left. We then proceeded
to drop the re-start and let them score with
the last play of the game.

In our next match we went up against a
strong St Alban’s side. On the larger pitches,
we gave them space on the wing, and they
finished clinically. We lost our next two
matches, the second of which was against
Challoner’s, and, despite the score line,
was one of the highlights of the year. We
lost to this team by 70 points last year, and
it was fair to say that there was a sense of
apprehension for what was to come. We
lost the match 15-0, with only 3 tries being
scored by Challoner’s. This was a turning
point in our season.

We trained hard the next week, and we
flipped this result on its head with an
excellent win against UCS in the next game.
We played Queen Elizabeth Barnet next,
ending our season on a high. This left us
with a record of 9 played, 4 won and 5 lost.

Our next match against Hitchin was our
first win of the season, and we intended to

A close-fought victory against Watford
Grammar and running St Alban’s close
have been the season’s highlights;
getting walloped by Merchant Taylors’
and by UCS wasn’t.
Special moments include Akin AnthonyOjolola’s darting runs, Teddy Davis’s
aggression, Adam Kohler’s vision and
Joshua Djaba’s timekeeping.
Some grit, greater commitment and
a little bit of weight training by all
concerned will, all being well, result in
improved performances next year when
we all step up to senior rugby.
A big thank you has to go to Dr Hobbs,
Mr Metcalfe, the Groundsmen and,
especially, the catering staff.
Joel Carlowe, Y11

We developed as a team as the season
has went on, and this was shown in the
results. I would like to thank Mr Taberner,
Mr Holmes and Charlie for giving up their
time to help us develop as rugby players
and as people. Without them this season
would not have been possible.
Oliver Hocking, Y10
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U14 A Rugby

U15 B Rugby
The U15 B team had a very good
season this year as we played 8 games
and won seven of them.
As a team we started off the season
brightly with a 31-5 victory over St
Columba’s. In this game our rucking
in the forwards and pace in the backs
was impressive. However our fitness
towards the end of the game was
certainly an issue.
We worked hard on this in training
sessions and it really showed in our
derby match against St Alban’s the
following weekend. St Alban’s was the
only team we lost to last year and so
we were very keen to right the wrongs
of last year. Thanks to a brilliant run
from Farzan Faizeen, who ran from our
try line to score in the last minute, we
ran out 21-19 winners. Successive
good performances followed with wins
against Tiffin, Hitchin and Watford
Grammar school. However, our good
run of performances abruptly ended
against a strong Merchant Taylors’ side

which beat us 35-5. While the A team
had taken a number of our players due
to injuries we were second best in the
game and missed many tackles.
A week later, driven by our loss the
previous week, we came out firing on
all cylinders and ran out 43-0 winners
against UCS. Finally, even though we
were riddled by absentees, players from
the C team stepped up well in our last
match of the season and so we ran
out 19-7 winners capping off a highly
successful season. I would like to thank
Mr Holmes, Mr Taberner and Charlie for
coaching us this season and for giving
up so much of their time for our rugby.
I would also like to thank the ground
staff and the catering staff who make
sure the matches go ahead every
Saturday.
Ben Schwartzman, Y10

This rugby season started off with a win
against St Columba’s, who we have never
beaten before, and ended on a high after
defeating QE Boys 51-0. During the season
we came across some very tough sides
as well as some sides we are capable of
beating at our best, but our inconsistent
performances did not help. However, we
have also played extremely good rugby at
points throughout the season especially in
our last three performances.
We have had some exceptional players in
the squad this year. Jeevan Bhullar was our
top try scorer with Rohan Oyewole a close
second; Jake Charnley was the strength of
the scrum; Joe Santhouse always made
big tackles and Arron Kennon played
consistently well. The new U14 As have also
settled in well: Charley Vaughan and Jamie
Wilford played an important role in the As
and Robbie McCabe was a key player when
moved up.
A huge thanks to Mr Stiff, Mr Metcalfe, Mr
Clark and Mr Handley who have helped us
improve as a team.
Henry Mattey, Y9

U14 B Rugby
The B team had a shaky start but we
ended impressively. We started off with a
22-12 loss to Napsbury. Despite the loss,
we saw many positives and promising
performances from some 13+ new blood
including Robbie McCabe and Freddie
Shiret. We then played an exceptional first
half to keep the score at 0-0 against St
Albans but we unfortunately lost 22-5 by
the end of the game; our determination and

fitness were definitely lacking. We then
suffered a 53-0 loss to our main rivals
Merchant Taylor’s. However, we ended
the season with a thoroughly deserved win
63-10 against QE Barnet. Special mention
must go to Sarthak Panvelkar (the top try
scorer with 6 tries) and Tolu Elesin (with
the second largest number of tries with
5), Daniel Zarach, Ayaan Latif and Aidan
Tang who we could rely on to make those

important tackles. Robbie McCabe also
played extremely well, both in making runs
and tackles. Thank you to Mr Handley,
Mr Stiff, Mr Metcalfe and Mr Clark for
encouraging us and coaching us so that we
could play rugby to our highest potential.

group of young men: the task is finding
the confidence and team ethic that will
prove the key to unlocking it. The U13As
showed glimpses of this potential in the
mid-season game against Tiffin. After
some initial sizing up of the opposition,
both teams started to play some expansive
rugby. Yet it was HABS who showed
the killer instinct and greater rugby
awareness – the forwards doing their job
well at the breakdown, allowing the backs
to get the ball quickly and put it through
the hands. An early score for HABS was
swiftly followed by another. Was this the
turning point in the season? Playing with
the freedom created by confidence, HABS
looked like they would score every time
they went forwards, and it was only due to
some slightly selfish play that we did not
put the opposition to bed in that first half.

“How we win the game shows something
about our character; how we lose it shows
all of it.” Regrettably, Tiffin worked their
way back into the game and controlled the
second half. It is a lesson to be learned
for these HABS boys that when the chips
are down, they need to back each other
and pull together as a team. Together,
everyone achieves more. HABS has the
talent, all we need now is the belief.

Sarujan Rajaratnam, Y9

U13 A Coach’s Report
It is always difficult to pen an end
of season report on the back of a
disappointing season. One could take
a certain Portuguese’s ‘Special One’
approach and simply say that the best
team lost. A more appropriate adage
for the U13As was coined by Andrew
Mehrtens in the 1999 Rugby World Cup
where, after the All Blacks suffered
a surprise defeat to the French, he
claimed that “The French are predictably
unpredictable.” A fitting epithet for the
U13A’s: at times brilliant, at other times
frustratingly inconsistent.
This was not the glorious season that
had seemed destined given the optimism
and confidence when pre-season began
so many weeks ago. Nevertheless,
there is a surplus of talent amongst this
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Special mentions (and colours) go to
captain Joseph Granger and vice-captain
Jack Cobb: the two stand-out performers
in the team who have consistently shown
their dedication in both training and in
matches. Their example is one that others
should follow, and I have no doubt that
this team will enjoy many successes in the
future.
B Rylands
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U13 A Rugby

U12 A Rugby

Our season did not go too well this year
but, fortunately, rugby is not all about
results. Rugby is about determination,
teamwork, and hard-work – things
that we have shown throughout the
season. Our first game was against St.
Columba’s, who had a player who was
6ft 2ins. However, their whole team
was extremely skilled at rugby and we
did well to make some big tackles to
stop them scoring.

We started off the year with many good
individual rugby players that had not
played together. We tried hard in training
to bond as a team but jumped straight
into the action very early on with a match
against a strong St Columba’s side three
weeks in after only playing together for a
short time.

Our next opposition was against St.
Alban’s; they were formidable in the
rucks and consequently we didn’t have
the ball very much. However, when we
did get hands on the ball, we showed
some good passages of play. Next up
was Tiffin, and HABS put in a ferocious
performance that meant we were leading
in the first half. However Tiffin played
extremely well to gain the lead mid-way
through the second half and went on to
win the game. On the bright side, we
rucked and tackled well to gain two tries.
Our final game of the season was
against Queen’s. This was a game of
two halves: they won the first and we
won the second. This game was mixed
A and Bs so I would like to congratulate
all those involved. I would like to thank
Mr. Rylands, Mr. Gauntlett and Mr.
Navarajasegaran for their excellent advice
and coaching throughout the season and
to all those involved with A team rugby.
We are looking forward to winning some
more games next year at U14 level!
Jo Granger, Y8

U13 B Rugby
This season has been an interesting
one for our team. We have learnt a lot,
developed as a team and become better
rugby players throughout the whole
season.
Our first game was against St Columba’s. A
few of the B team players were not present
so some players from the A team stepped
in to help out. This was close game but
we managed to achieve a win. Our next
game was against St Albans and this match
resulted in a loss. However, we identified
what went wrong and worked on it for our
next game against Tiffin, which we won. The
training had paid off. We were up against
Watford Grammar next, a game which we
unfortunately lost despite out best efforts.
Unfortunately we finished our season
against QE Barnet with another loss.
We want to thank all the teachers who have
coached us this term including Mr Gauntlett,
Mr Rylands and Mr Navarajasegaran.
Elias Thierry, Y8

Unsurprisingly, our teamwork and
organisation was not as strong as it could
have been and we were beaten. We took
it positively and tried to improve from it.
With another match on the horizon we
worked hard as a team to try and improve
our organisation. Our second match of the
season was against Hitchin Boys School.
At half time it was 0-0 but three tries later
we sealed our first victory.
We thought about what we did well and
tried to work on this in training. Just
before our half term break we had a match
against Queens’ School. It was a tough
match but we ended it 10-10.
Once we had come back from half term
we had a week of no training or matches
because of inter-house rugby. In our
second week of half term we had a match
against Watford Grammar School. We
conceded two tries early on and were
fighting for the entirety of the match. We

played well but had really lost the match
in the first five minutes. We had another
game approaching against Verulam; we
were 2-0 up at half time but were getting
tired and missed tackles. We ended up
losing 5-2 due to our fatigue.
We worked hard in training as we had
another match on Saturday against Dr
Challoner’s; we tried to focus on our
defensive alignment as this is what had
cost us the previous match. We finished
the match, conceding just one try and
finishing at 25-5. Our training had really
paid off and I think that this was our best
performance all year.
Ahead of our final match of the season
we had a theory lesson with Mr Hughes to
help with our organisation. We started the
match strong but started to get tired and
we were losing the break-downs. After half
time we won more of the break-downs
and overall played better. We finished the
match at 40-5, finishing on a high.
From a group of players that had never
played before I think we have all bonded
together and formed a strong rugby team.
Thank you so much to our coaches; I look
forward to the future as a rugby squad.
Benjamin Hocking, Y7

U12 B Rugby

In the match against Queen’s we took an
early, well-deserved lead and, before the
end of the first half, we got another try;
this came from good passing and winning
the breakdowns. We lost concentration
and conceded an early try and quickly
conceded again. At the very end of the
game we became tired and conceded a
well-worked try by Queen’s. We had now
felt a real sense of disappointment.

back up on our feet and prepared for a
game against Watford Grammar School.
We started well and within the first five
minutes had broken through their line and
scored a well-deserved try. This carried
on throughout the first half and we were
four up at half time. We conceded one try
and scored two more of our own. This
was our best game so far. In our next
match against Verulam we scored an early
try and battled throughout the first half,
scoring a second try before half time. At
this stage we became too confident and
conceded two tries in quick succession,
finally losing the match due to tiredness.
We got ready for another game against Dr
Challoner’s and, having learnt our lessons
from the previous match, we scored
two quick tries and kept this mentality
throughout the game. Our last game was
fast approaching. QE Barnet was a strong
side but we broke through early on and we
were one up. By half-time we were playing
well and it was 3-0. QE Barnet pulled one
back but we scored another try in the
dying stages. Overall, the B team had a
good season and we finished the season,
hungry for next year’s rugby.

Following the Queen’s game, we got

Harry Isaacs, Y7

The season started with a group of boys
ready to start a new rugby season with
new friends.
We started quickly against the big side St
Columba’s. We held a strong line at first
but finally we got broken down and, as a
consequence, we conceded in the second
half. We made the same errors which
led to a win for St Columba’s. We learnt
from this match and got straight back to
training on Wednesday. We worked hard
on our communication and this was for
preparation against Tiffin. The Tiffin match
was a hard-fought match with hard low
tackles and strong rucking; unfortunately,
we lost so we began to work on our
physical strength in training.
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1st XI Hockey
It was clear this was going to be a tough
year with pre-season losses against RGS
High Wycombe and Hitchin. A narrow
2-1 loss away against Aldenham was
followed by a convincing 6-1 defeat
against our rivals MTS in the cup.
A good all-round performance and two
goals from Jonny Walker gave us a 3-3
draw against a strong St Albans side.
Despite feeling disappointed that we
couldn’t secure our first win, Mr Cooper
congratulated us on our performance.
After some alterations to the side,
including bringing in Y10 Adam Shiret, we
put in some mixed performances against
Watford, Dr. Challoner’s and Stowe, still
without any success. Against Harrow,
Abheek Dutta secured the lead with

his first goal of the season. Despite an
encouraging performance we were unable
to hold the lead, a couple of errors costing
us the game which finished 2-1.
HABS put in another strong start against
Haileybury at home, with Jonny Walker’s
second double and Albie Cohen’s third
goal of the season putting us ahead 3-1.
Regrettably we allowed them to come
back into the game, leaving the final
score 3-3.
The defence in particular have had a tough
season with a lot of pressure put on them,
although some excellent performances
from Daniel Landau and Aaron Yick at
the back often kept the score-line to a
minimum. Even with Zach Lim thinking
he’s a forward, the half-backs (Jordan

Hastings and Adam Morgan) have also
had some fantastic games. Ollie Marshall,
Rahul Shah, and Will Yarwood have
worked well together in midfield, linking
some exceptional passes and creating
many chances. Despite our long awaited
Kukri Cup match against Merchant
Taylors being called off, we managed to
finish the season with our first win of the
season, 5-1, with an excellent all-round
performance from the team against Mill
Hill which showed what we are capable of
as a team.
Tommy Almond, U6

2nd XI Hockey
The 2nd XI has not historically been
the school’s strongest team; just two
years ago the team lost every single
game and so it was with trepidation that
we embarked on a season armed with
a large influx of L6 as well as some
worryingly small Y11s.
The team changed throughout the season
but ultimately settled with Covi Franklin in
goal, Edwin Birch partnering Ben Dubowitz in
defence and Will Withyman, Adam Vaughan
and Luke Silverman holding down the flanks.
In the centre of the park Matt Drean and
Nils Gaukroger formed a strong attacking
partnership supported by James Lockwood,
Ben Shuker and Aneesh Oza, while up front
Ben Wright, Nat Myers, Hasnainali Khaki and
Will Zucker supplied the goals consistently
throughout the season.
Our first game was the traditional rusty
fixture against Aldenham where we
managed to scrape a 1-1 draw; an
improvement on last year, but unfortunately
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we lost our inspirational and charismatic
talisman Adam Morgan to the 1st XI.
This game was followed by a slow spell
in which two fixtures were called off and
we managed another draw and another
improved result against a rather aggressive
Watford Grammar at the cost of losing
Marcus Rapacioli due to a shoulder injury.
However we moved on undeterred and
managed to put our first win on the sheet
with a strong 2-1 performance at Stowe,
followed up with a convincing 3-0 win
against Harrow. Going into half term the
U6’s final season was all going to plan: we
were undefeated after six matches and had
just dispatched a Harrow side we had only
managed a draw against the previous year.
After half term, our first fixture on our return
was against Haileybury. This was also
unfortunately our first loss with the postmatch assessment of “good performance,
unlucky with the final score” being one
that would become all too familiar over the

next few weeks. As Mr Cooper succinctly
put it after our loss to Mill Hill: “That was
a bit of a weird game, you guys had 80%
possession and normally you’d put four or
five past them”. The only exception to this
was against Bancroft where a 2-1 win was
crowned by a stunner from Ben Wright. It is
testament that despite the late rough patch
team spirits were high and playing as part
of the team remained very enjoyable.
Mr Garvey must take a large portion of
the credit for this team spirit as he has
coached and encouraged us fantastically
well throughout the year, and has
managed to keep spirits and humour
levels high. I would like to thank him and
Mr Cooper for the work they’ve done
throughout the season and to thank the
team as well for making this season so
memorable, and wish good luck to the L6
who are taking over next year.
Ben Dubowitz, OH (2015)
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U15A Hockey
The U15 As had an enjoyable and a fairly
successful season having played nine
matches and winning five. In goal we had
the ever-reliant Max Blum who continued
to impress all throughout the season.
At right and left half, we had Amaan
Lakhani and Gabriel Michaels. Making
up the defence was Abbas Kermalli and
Saavan Shah. In midfield, we had the playmakers of Adam Shiret, Leeran Talker and
Zechariah Mohamed. Our forwards were
Aril Pandya, Ade Tokuta, Michael Miller
and Freddie Wright, who continually put in
good work rates. Despite losing a couple
of players throughout the season due to
injuries, the team adapted excellently
which was highlighted by a number of
fantastic performances.

Before we played Magdalen College, we
all felt anxious as we vividly remembered
our 8-0 loss to them last year, when they
completely dominated. This year, however,
we gave all our effort into ascertaining
that history did not repeat itself, despite
many of our starting players absent. We
pinned the opposition into their half from
the first whistle and exploited their defence
on a number of occasions in spite of the
extremely hot weather and lack of subs.
Although they made an early break down
the right hand side of the pitch and scored
a goal, we kept up the work rate all around
and made them panic under pressure. Our
wingbacks pressed high and helped the
midfield in linking passes with the forwards
and caused the opposition to make errors.
We were able to score six goals with a 10

minute hat-trick coming from Freddie, which
was the result of determination from every
single player on the pitch, making the final
score 6-2 to HABS.

The U14 A team has enjoyed many highs
as well as some lows throughout the
season with a mixed batch of results.

Harry, Rishi, Nikhil and myself followed by
an aggressive and quick forward line made
up of Josh, Olly, Levi, Matthew and Jamie.

It was evident after the first match that we
had an inexperienced squad that needed
time playing together to reach our potential.
In response, Mr Bown worked us harder on
improving our skill sets, fitness levels and
team-work.

One of our toughest matches came against
Magdalen College, where we were faced
with constant pressure for around 15
minutes and it was a real test of fitness
as well as perseverance. We managed to
come out of the game with a win and we
hoped to carry that momentum on to our
following matches.

opposition, a superb goal eased this thanks
to a fantastic cut back from Olly Hocking to
a grateful Levi Freud who was there to tap
the ball in.

The season started well with us asserting
our dominance from the very beginning
against Aldenham School, winning the
game 3-1 through good passages of play
all around the field, with goals coming from
Adam, Freddie and Michael.

Overall, the U15 As had a fantastic season
and we saw our potential to be a hockey
team to be reckoned with increase. Our
match against Magdalen clearly highlights
how far we have come as a team since
previous years as we were able to play with
composure and convert our opportunities.
On behalf of the team, I would like to thank
Mr Keenleyside and Mr Cooper for all their
time and effort they put into the training
sessions and giving their time up on
Saturdays. Thank you.
Dillon Kurani, Y10

Against Haileybury, we looked to be under
tremendous pressure after scoring early
and then conceding a goal just before
the half-time whistle. After half time we
conceded another and it looked to be over
as we made numerous errors in dangerous
areas. However, with 10 minutes remaining,
we started to press the opposition much
higher up the pitch and managed to score
two goals within nine minutes following
consecutive short corners, making the score
2-2. In the dying embers of the match, we
were able to fire in the ball to the post where
Aril neatly converted, making the final score
3-2 to HABS.

U14A Hockey

Immediately there was a change as we
began to play better as a team. This was
evident in our match against Haileybury
where we won 6-1 with a superb hat trick
from Matthew Copley. Our defensive line of
Louis, Aniket, Sam, Sameer, Kit and Kishan
became better as the season progressed.
Freddy was solid in goal and kept us in
many games with some great saves. We
had a strong midfield made up of Obaydh,

Our penultimate game was against
RGS High Wycombe which I believe
showcased an all-round great performance.
Outstanding passes from Louis Nobileau
and Sam Warner were picked up superbly
by the midfield and converted into goals
by our attack. Although the match was
tense due to constant pressure from the

Unfortunately, our last game ended in
defeat after going 4 goals down in the
first half. The team showed great mental
strength and fought back, restricting
the strong Merchant Taylors’ side with
excellent work rates and strong presses in
the second half.
At the end of the season, one thing was
clear, this team had taken massive strides
in our standard of hockey and are hoping to
carry this onto next year.
Aayush Pindoria, Y10
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U13A Hockey
The U13 A’s hockey season started on a
bad note with our first two fixtures being
called off due to poor weather and our first
match against Bancroft School resulting
in a loss. Our next game was against
Dr Challoner’s and, even though we lost
against them as well, we played much
better hockey than we had in the previous
match, and we really challenged their lead.
After half term we began with matches against
St Albans and Magdalen U14 C team. This
latter was a tight match as both teams were
particularly strong and, although we started off
very well with a very good chipped goal from
Arjun Parmar, we lost our concentration further
into the match and allowed them to dribble
right through us giving them the win.
Our penultimate game was against RGS High
Wycombe; it was our first 11 a-side match
of the season and we adapted quickly to the
new format, with the entire team playing very
well with everyone getting up high and coming
back to defend, resulting in a deserved 1-0 win
with strong defending and great saves in goal
from Ben Bellman protecting our lead. Our final
match was against Chigwell School and we
were 2-0 down in the first half but by halfway
through the second half we were winning 4-3.
Sadly, we lost concentration and allowed them
to put four more goals past us, meaning that
we ended the season on a loss.
Despite this, the U13 A team has improved
this season with each match’s performance
looking better and better. We could improve
next season by working harder as a unit with
as many people as possible getting up high
to aid the attack and everyone coming back
to help defend the goal.
A special thank you must go to Ben Bellman
for exceptional goalkeeping, Imran Kermalli
for being the rock in defence, Arjun Parmar
for creating play whatever the situation and
Edward Cleaver for always looking to create
chances and darting runs. Thank you also to
Mr Stiff for coaching us and pointing us in
the right direction and Mr Cooper for giving
us his invaluable insight.
Zamaan Dudhia, Y9

U12 Hockey
This year the U12s had a mixed season,
winning five of their nine matches, losing
three and drawing one. We had a clean
sweep against Hitchin with both A and
B teams victorious and almost the same
again against RGS High Wycombe with
wins for both the A and B teams and a
draw for the Cs.
Dr Challoner’s, however, proved to be
tougher opponents and although both
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matches started well, the As and Bs lost,
with the As suffering a 6-1 defeat.
The last match of the season was away
at Chigwell on a particularly cold Saturday
morning. As there was only one pitch, by
the time the U12s matches began many
of the team had got very cold and despite
putting in great effort, both squads lost with
the As suffering a crushing 8-1 defeat.
However, even with all the ups and downs,

the U12s still really enjoyed the chance
to represent the school and for many to
compete at a sport which they had never
played before. Special thanks should go to
both Mr Gathani and Miss Sander who were
fantastic coaches. They always encouraged
us and were extremely positive. Hopefully,
with more experience, we will be able to
build on our game next year.
Jack Cobb, Y8
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Senior Football
The 1st XI football team had a successful
campaign reaching the last 16 in the
Boodles ISFA Cup and winning the vast
majority of their block fixtures against
other schools. Convincing wins against
local rivals Berkhamsted, St Albans
and Merchant Taylors were particular
highlights. The team always looked to play
attractive, passing football from the back
and this was positively commented upon
by a number of opposition managers.
From the off the HABS 1st XI faced
huge expectations. But early season
performances, in the form of the ISFA
cup, both with a 3-1 win at ACS Cobham
followed by another 3-1 win against
Wolverhampton Grammar, saw the
team progress.
However the team did not progress
beyond the last 16 as we fell victim to a
very well-organised Trinity team signalling
the end of our ISFA cup experience and
unfortunately the loss of a valuable
centre back in the form of Tom Prais who

sustained a broken arm in the process.
Despite this disappointment, we enjoyed
an unbeaten pre-season football tour under
the leadership of Kian Savvides. An initial
4-2 win against Imortal DC and a 1-1 draw
against FC Ferriras, thanks to a Dylan Kaye
penalty, meant that HABS could leave
Portugal with their confidence high.
This confidence was carried into the
regular season as HABS convincingly
claimed a 5-2 win at Abingdon. The
team’s performance was characterised
by a stunning display from Adam Burchell
with a hat-trick, the first of which was
undoubtedly goal of the season as he
volleyed in an overhead back heel straight
into the top left-hand corner. This good
run of form continued as HABS went on to
claim wins in the next three games against
St Albans, Kings Ely and Bedford. However,
we were unable to maintain this focus
leading to a disappointing loss in the LB
Cup against eventual winners St Edmund’s.

The half-term break was just what we
needed and on our return we claimed
a comfortable win against local rivals
Merchant Taylors by four goals . Our
next games against Aylesbury and Old
HABS were also successes, with excellent
performances by Benji Katz and Eddie
Mort. Disappointing results against both
UCS and Brentwood followed but the boys
showed character to end the season on a
high with wins against St Columba’s and
Mill Hill and a draw with John Lyon.
On the whole it has been a very successful
season for the 1st XI and I challenge the
year below to do even better next season.
Finally, I would like to thank Mr Hails for
managing to be there throughout the whole
season and tirelessly organising every
training session. Without him there is no
doubt that our season would not have been
as successful as it was. Thank you Mr
Hails, and thank you to a wonderful team.
Zach Mandel, OH (2015)
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1st XI Cricket
A long, tiring but overall successful season
came to an end with a final record of
played 20, won 10, drawn 3, tied 1, lost 6.
Undoubtedly a major highlight of the term
was the first ever T20 game against Merchant
Taylors’ played on the Nursery Ground at
Lord’s. As an occasion, it could not have
gone better…a crowd of some 350 to 400
old boys, parents and staff from both schools
turned up to watch. Unfortunately only one
team turned up…and it wasn’t HABS, who
were bowled out for 110 in the 19th over.
Hopes were briefly raised when Lawrence
had the opposition opening batsman caught
at slip off the third ball of the reply, but were
soon quashed as MTs added 107 for the
2nd wicket. Ian Harris picked up a couple of
wickets towards the end, but the result was
never in doubt. Hopefully we will play much
better in front of an even bigger crowd if this
fixture is repeated next year!
We did, however, have much the better
of the two-day game against the same
opposition, particularly on the first day, and
came away with all the plaudits despite
being unable ultimately to force a welldeserved victory, instead shaking hands on
a draw against our old rivals.
Much of the credit for our better than
expected results must go to coach Dan
Kerry and captain Jay Purohit. His captaincy
improved with each game and he was
always willing to learn from his mistakes.
Perhaps his greatest achievement was to
get the full backing of his team and thereby
generate an excellent spirit both on and off
the field. His bowling remained as accurate
as ever and he finished the season with
21 wickets at an average of 28.57 and 51
wickets in total during his 1st XI career.
Vice-captain and opening batsman Ian
Harris finished the season in style, scoring
over 200 runs in Devon, including a superb
98

99 not out against Devon U16s to top the
batting averages. Two undefeated centuries
and two further scores above 50 contributed
to his total of 676 runs at an average of
42.25; he has now scored 1480 runs for the
1st XI, which places him currently in 15th
position in the all-time list.
His opening partner and wicket-keeper Alex
Willis was definitely one of the successes
of the season. Willis’ belligerent and hardhitting stroke play meant that Habs invariably
got off to a positive start. His stunning
century against Berkhamsted was a matchwinning effort, setting the tone for the whole
season, and with six other half centuries to
his name he totalled 695 runs at 36.57. His
’keeping too was always tidy and enabled
him to claim 21 victims, including two
outstanding slip catches against Trinity
Grammar when his understudy Rishi Nainani
was deputising for him behind the stumps.
Charlie Mack began the season in great form
and looked potentially the best batsman in
the side, but a really big score eluded him
and, although 538 runs at 29.88 represented
a good return for the season, it could and
probably should have been more. Hopefully
he will take more responsibility next year and
centuries will follow! It will also be good
for the team if he can recapture his skill and
confidence when bowling his off-spinners.
Nikhil Amin (471 runs at 24.78) was a solid
number 3, who played a match-winning
innings against St Albans and passed 50 on
three other occasions while Jordan Urban
(387 runs at 25.80) demonstrated that he
has the ability to succeed at this level. His
undefeated innings against Merchant Taylors’
and Devon Dumplings’ CC were both noteworthy efforts in the circumstances.
Paddy Sidwell (249 runs at 20.75) was an
excellent team man coming in at number 7,
whose fielding alone added value but who

also thoroughly deserved his half centuries
against Abingdon and Trinity Grammar.
Towards the end of the season Freddie
Wright (164 runs at 20.50) made the most
of his opportunities and showed much
promise for the future.
On the bowling front, George Lawrence (24
wickets at 23.04) in his first season in the
XI and Naresh Rasakulasuriar (18 wickets
at 23.94) in his second both performed with
distinction and, hopefully, will spearhead
the attack for the next two seasons. More
will be expected from them, particularly
Naresh, in terms of batting, but this will be
something to work on during the winter.
The leading wicket-taker was the ever reliable
Shaniel Lakhani (31 wickets at 26.61), who
became the first HABS cricketer to bowl more
than 200 overs in a season since Jinesh
Amin and Asantha Jayaweera in 1999.
Aman Chatterjee and Josh Navarajasegaran
both played regularly for the 2nd XI, but also
made every opportunity in the 1st XI count.
Chatterjee (13 wickets at 10.23) actually
topped the bowling averages while ‘Nav’ (10
wickets at 31.20) also achieved the Wisden
qualification. Miguel Perera was ever-present
in the 1st XI until injury curtailed his season
and was a shade unlucky to be given fewer
opportunities than others. Hugo Murphy
played in the last few games and will no
doubt have a key role to play next year.
However the success of the Cricket
Club is not measured by the results and
performances of the 1st XI alone. All the
teams have contributed and everyone
involved can take credit for the excellent
results of the club as a whole.
S Charlwood
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2nd XI Cricket
The 2nd XI, under the captaincy of Hugo
Murphy and tutelage once again of Mr
Simm, enjoyed an excellent season and
could easily have been a match for several
schools’ 1st XIs.
We won 9 of our 10 fixtures and would have
had a 10th victory but for the rain which
intervened in the game against Magdalen
College School when we were clearly in a
winning position.
The season began with comfortable away
wins at Queen Elizabeth’s, Barnet and
Berkhamsted, followed by a crushing 129
run victory over Mill Hill, dismissed for just
48. Already our all-round bowling strength,
in particular, was much in evidence with the
four pronged seam attack of Aman Chatterjee,
Vinay Popat, Josh Navarajasegaran and Ashil
Shah well backed up by the spin of Hugo
Murphy and with James Benson and Janthula
Ranchagoda available when required.
Perhaps the result of the season came against
Felsted, who appeared at one stage to be
coasting towards their target. However, this
was a day for the captain to take centre stage.
Murphy followed up his innings of 40 in Habs’
total of 177 for 5 in 30 overs by taking 7
wickets for 28 runs, the best bowling analysis
of the season, as the opposition collapsed
to 154 all out. A fifth straight win, this time
against St Albans, took us into half term and
on the first Saturday after the break it was the
batsmen’s turn to shine as Abingdon, another
strong cricket school, was defeated by three
wickets, HABS successfully reaching the
target of 182 with wicket-keeper Saul Kaye
top-scoring with an unbeaten 68.
After the disappointment of the rain
interruption against MCS, we learnt that
Bancroft’s were unable to raise a 2nd XI
and in the circumstances duly awarded
ourselves a walk-over win. Fortunately
a hastily arranged fixture against Old
Haberdashers’ CC gave us an opportunity
to extend our winning run, which, needless
to say, we took, Ollie Marshall (67*)

top-scoring as we passed the old boys’
total of 144 with 5 wickets to spare. This
victory enabled the school to retain the WR
(Nobbly) Tanner Trophy.
Marshall (66) was again in the runs in the final
game of the season against Merchant Taylors’,
HABS’ total of 194 in 30 overs proving too
much for our visitors who were restricted
to 135 for 8 with Shah and Chatterjee each
claiming 3 wickets.
All in all this was a hugely enjoyable and
successful season and much credit must
go to the captain for his organisation off the
field as well as his performances on the field.
The strong bowling attack has already been
mentioned, while on the batting front there
was always someone to step up and score
the necessary runs. In addition to those
already mentioned, Jordan Hastings, James
Cleaver and Vaibhav Dubey all featured at
some stage during the season. The individual
performances were, of course, essential, but
it was the team as a whole that made the
season so rewarding. Congratulations go to
all involved.
S Charlwood

3rd XI Cricket
The 3rd XI season began with a thrashing
over close rivals QE Barnet. QE batted first
only to become victims to the opening
bowlers, Amar Sethi and Reuben Wooley,
who would build a strong partnership
throughout the season through their pace
and bounce. However, it was the inswing
of left arm seamer Aneesh Oza who would
skittle through the batsmen from Barnet,
taking six wickets in four overs. This led to
QE eventually being bowled out for a measly
57, which was chased down with seven
overs and five wickets to spare, despite a top
order collapse that would become a prevalent
theme throughout the season.
A narrow loss against Merchant Taylors,
despite Ben Wright’s 70 off just 36 deliveries,
followed, before trips to Felsted and St
Albans, both of
which resulting in
victories. There
was a very similar
pattern in both
matches, with HABS
losing early wickets
batting first in both
games. The lower
middle order came
to the rescue in
both matches, with
Aneesh and Rueben
contributing runs,
to give par scores
in both games. The
bowlers then slowly
tightened the noose

on the run rate, with controlled bowling from
Ben Wright and James Benson, picking up
plenty of wickets along the way. The leg spin
of Kripa Panchagnula and orthodox turn of
Janthula Ranchagoda cleaned up the tail,
and HABS earned comfortable victories in
both matches. Of particular interest was the
late taking of the new ball against St Albans,
which created a false sense of security for
the St Albans batsmen, until Amar Sethi came
charging in with a new cherry after 8 overs.
The last match of the season finally saw
the top order batsmen take responsibility
for scoring runs. Away to Magdalen College
School, HABS batted first and the runs began
to flow on an iconic ground in Oxford. Andrew
Crabtree top-scored with 46, although
everyone contributed, in an innings which
saw HABS scoring at over eight an over
for the vast majority, only to be hampered
by a rain shower, eventually making 157-7
off 20 overs. Eight overs into the reply, the
match was unfortunately abandoned due to
a downpour, but the quality of HABS cricket
was there for all to see with Magdalen limping
along well below the required rate. It really
marked the improvement of everyone in the
team, which is testament to the amount of
time Mr Clark has dedicated to our matches
for which we are very grateful.
Will Withyman, U6

U15A Cricket
The U15As, captained by Freddie Wright and
with new coach Mr Metcalfe, always ready to
impart words of wisdom, at the helm, enjoyed
an excellent season overall, winning 10 out of
13 games and reaching the Regional (South
East) semi-final, effectively the last sixteen, of
the prestigious ECB/ESCA Trophy competition
(formerly sponsored by the Lord’s Taverners),
among other notable performances.
Along the way we defeated the champions
of Suffolk and Sussex, Framlingham College
and Brighton College respectively, before
eventually losing to a strong Magdalen
College School side. The season began
promisingly with a successful run chase
against Middlesex U15s in a warm up game,
Ollie Nathanson promoted from the year
below top-scoring with 78 as Habs reached
206 for two in reply to 203 for four. After
a narrow defeat in a closely fought game
against Berkhamsted, the team remained
unbeaten until after half term, a run which
included wins against Mill Hill, Felsted, St
Albans and Abingdon. Our trio of spinners,
Saavan Shah, Nikhil Chavda and Amaan
Lakhani were a handful for most opposition
batsmen and there were other notable
performances from Leeran Talker and Luca
Ignatius as well as the captain.
The game away at Framlingham was
something of a nail biter after we had posted
99
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a total of 183 for 7 in 35 overs with runs
from Naresh Rasakulasuriar, Ignatius and
Nathanson. Rain at this stage meant that the
home side’s target was reduced to 133 in
25 overs and in a tense finish they were all
out just seven runs short. In the next round,
Brighton College started their innings well but
struggled against our spinners and were all out
for 142. In reply, a mid-innings collapse left us
reeling on 98 for seven, but a superb knock by
Aril Pandya, who finished the game by striking
a huge six to bring up his half century, carried
us to victory.
Perhaps it was the pressure of exams, but
unfortunately we could not reproduce our
best form against MCS, who deservedly won
on the day, and we also lost disappointingly
at the quarter-final stage in the County Cup
against Watford.
However, the season ended on a high note
with comprehensive wins against Bancroft’s,
where Wright (104) registered his maiden
century, and Merchant Taylors’. Wright
fully deserved his call up to the 1st XI to join
Rasakulasuriar for the remainder of the season
while wicket-keeper Rishi Nainani, having
made his debut against Felsted, joined the
senior team on the Devon Tour.
Congratulations, however, go to all members
of the squad, who must now practise hard
over the winter in order to make the step up to
senior school cricket.

U15B Cricket

Regarding the season as a whole, captain
Abbas Kermalli led the team well and
opened the bowling with pace and bounce.
He was well supported by Max Blum and
Rishi Patel. Sajan Shah missed the first half
of the season due to injury, but returned
to provide some excellent spin bowling.
Overall, there was a good deal to take
from the season and we hope that both
individuals and the team as a whole can
learn and grow from their experiences.
Tragically, Rohan Patel passed away while
on a French Exchange at the beginning of the
October half term. An integral member of
the U15B team this season, he will be sadly
missed. The Cricket Club marked his passing
with a minute’s silence before the tour game
against St Anthony’s College, Kandy.

U14A Cricket
This was a highly successful season for
a team who worked hard to improve their
skills in all facets of the game and ended up
winning 11 of their 14 fixtures, including the
Hertfordshire Schools County Cup, the fifth
year in a row we have been successful in this
competition in this particular age group.

The U15B season began well with
three consecutive victories but finished
disappointingly with an abject batting display
against Merchant Taylors’ to leave us with a
50% success rate overall.

The only defeat before half term came in a
narrow loss against a strong Dr. Challoner’s
GS side, but this was sandwiched between
resounding victories over Berkhamsted, Mill
Hill, Felsted and St Albans amongst others.

In the opening fixture of the term a fine innings
by Rohan Patel (92) in a total of 160 set the
standard against Berkhamsted and helped
guide the team to a victory by 26 runs. Patel
(48) maintained his good form in the next
game against Mill Hill and together with
Jonathan Lubin (58*) enabled the team to post
a total of 154 for 4 in 20 overs. In reply Mill
Hill could only muster 66 with Abbas Kermalli
(3 for 3) the leading wicket-taker. Rahul
Shah (35*) held the innings together against
Felsted and his efforts, combined with those
of Sohum Panda (3 for 10), were rewarded as
the opposition were dismissed for 74, 25 runs
adrift of the HABS total of 99 for 8.

Notable performances came from Ollie
Nathanson (124 against Mill Hill), Aayush
Pindoria, Vinosh Jegatheesan and
newcomer to the squad Taif Choudhury,
who seemed to pick up wickets with his offspin in most games.

Unfortunately, results now took a turn for the
worse as our batting, in particular, suffered
and we were unable either to post sufficiently
large totals or to chase targets successfully.
Wickets were lost far too easily and our
ability to concentrate and occupy the crease
was almost non-existent. Consequently we
lost three games in a row against St Albans,
Abingdon and Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet
respectively. Strengthened by the inclusion
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of Suyash Mathur (39), Rishi Nainani (30)
and Saavan Shah (3 for 8), we managed to
defeat Magdalen College School before the
rain arrived, but in the final game of the season
we lost by over 100 runs to Merchant Taylors’,
with the less said about our batting on this
occasion the better.

After the half term break the team faced
stronger challenges, for example from
Abingdon, who posted 183 for 8 in 35 overs
only to see this total passed for the loss of
just two wickets after another century opening
stand between Nathanson and Pindoria – in
the end a comfortable win. Against Queen
Elizabeth’s Barnet we were in trouble at 32 for
four, but half centuries from Nathanson, who
fell five runs short of another century, and Dilan
Markanday enabled us to reach 201 for 8 after
30 overs, a total which was easily defended
after a 5 wicket haul from Choudhury helped
to dismiss QEB for 87. Magdalen College
might have posed a threat, but rain intervened
during the tea interval forcing the game to be
abandoned as a draw, MCS having scored
165 for 5 in 35 overs.

Eventually our luck did run out as Bancroft’s
handed us a second defeat of the season after
a poor batting performance saw us dismissed
cheaply for 115, but even then we made the
opposition fight hard for their 2 wicket victory.
The team bounced back with a thrilling win
by 4 runs against a very strong Merchant
Taylors’ side, thanks to Markanday (56) and
Harry Cobb (44) with the bat and once again
Choudhury (3 for 32) with the ball, to finish the
season in excellent style.
Meanwhile the County Cup competition
started, after the withdrawal of Tring, with a
win against Aldenham in which Nathanson
scored his second century of the season. A
tough semi-final against Watford saw us
in trouble, collapsing from 111-3 to 111-7
in the space of five balls while chasing
127 for victory, but Freddy Nash carried
us home and into the final against Hitchin.
There, Jegatheesan hit a half-century in a
partnership with Pindoria, enabling us to
post the formidable total of 149 for five in 20
overs. This was always going to be a tough
target to chase and so it proved as Hitchin
were bowled out for 92. HABS thus retained
the County Cup in this age group for the fifth
consecutive year and can again look forward
to representing Hertfordshire in the national
rounds of the competition next year.

U14B Cricket
The U14Bs also had a good season overall,
winning seven of our 11 games under the
guidance of coach Mr di-Lieto. We began the
season in fine style with three consecutive
victories against Berkhamsted, Mill Hill and
Felsted. Ben Schwarzmann and Angus
Clelland made half centuries in a total of 158
for two in 20 overs against Mill Hill and then
restricted the opposition to 69 for 9 with Alex
Curtis capturing six wickets for just 12 runs,
including the only hat-trick of the season.
In the next game against Felsted, Purushot
Sadagopan put in a match-winning
performance, taking four wickets and then
scoring an unbeaten 30 as HABS comfortably
reached the target of 95 set by the opposition.
Like our A team counterparts, we then lost
narrowly by just eight runs to Dr Challoner’s
GS before completing the first half of the
season with victory over St Albans. After
the break we enjoyed further wins against
Bancroft’s and Bedford Modern. In the latter
game, one of only two in this block fixture to
survive the weather, Schwarzmann (103*) and
Sadagopan (75*) put together a remarkable
unbroken stand of 206 for the 1st wicket in
20 overs which proved far too much for the
opposition, who were restricted to 149 for six.
We also suffered three defeats in this period
against Abingdon, Magdalen College School
and Merchant Taylors’, so together with the
success we achieved there were also plenty of
lessons to learn.
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U13A Cricket
The U13A team had a tough start to the
season but improved as time went on and
finished on a high note with an excellent
victory away at Merchant Taylors’.
Our first two fixtures against Berkhamsted and
Watford provided real wake-up calls as we lost
to teams of similar standing and ability, mainly
as a result of poor batting, which was again
evident in a dreadful performance against
Verulam in the HSCA County Cup. However
we managed to scrape a victory against Queen
Elizabeth’s Barnet by two wickets in a relatively
low-scoring contest and then defeated a good
St Alban’s side by 15 runs after posting a total
of 180 for 3 in 30 overs, Kush Thakrar topscoring with an unbeaten 62.
The annual Devon Tour provided an
opportunity to re-group and to learn from the
great Mr Yeabsley. Two wins out of three
was a good return in the circumstances, the
tour finishing with an exciting one wicket win
against Ottery St Mary CC, thanks to another
fine all-round performance from Thakrar.
The first game after half term was against
Abingdon, where we scored 172 for 4 in
30 overs, Thakrar (53) and Arron Kennon
(46), but still lost by 5 wickets. Another
defeat followed against Magdalen College
School, this time by the narrowest of
margins - one run!
Edward Cleaver (42) and Arjun Parmar
(31*) kept us in the hunt as we chased the
MCS total of 134 for 4 in 20 overs, only to
fall short at the final hurdle. The last two
games of the season, however, brought well
deserved victories. First we beat Bancroft’s
by 118 runs after posting 196 for 5 in 30
overs with Imran Kermalli (48*), Cleaver
(37) and Kennon (36) among the runs, and
then dismissing the opposition for 78.
In our final game against Merchant Taylors’
we again batted first, scoring 172 thanks
mainly to a 68 ball innings of 80 by Kermalli.
MTs were then bowled out for 124 with

Parmar (3 for 13) the leading bowler. Overall
this season has seen much improvement
within the squad and we would like to pay
particular thanks to our coach Mr Cooper for
all his efforts throughout the term.

U13B Cricket
The U13Bs played seven games this
season, winning five of them, and we
were probably denied a 6th victory when
the game against Bedford Modern was
cancelled after heavy rain.
The first half of term saw wins against
Berkhamsted, Queen Elizabeth’s Barnet and
St Albans and a solitary defeat to an A team
from Hitchin, with notable performances
from Zaki Hasan (4 for 18 against
Berkhamsted) and Jack Davis, whose
innings of 74 against QEB enabled us to
reach our target of 125 for the loss of only
2 wickets and earned him promotion to the
As. The first game after the break resulted
in an easy 9 wicket win against Abingdon
and this was followed by a closely contested
game against Magdalen College School,
who passed our total of 109 for 8 in 25
overs with just 2 wickets remaining, despite
the efforts of Sameer Somani (3for 20) and
Arnav Sawhney (3 for 27). In the final game
of the season a five wicket haul for Somani
(5 for 11) saw Merchant Taylors’ dismissed
for 80. In reply we lost 6 wickets ourselves
but hung on for a satisfying victory…a fitting
way to end the season.

U12A Cricket
The U12As enjoyed an excellent first
season at HABS, winning 12 of our 14
games including the HSCA Cup Final,
the first time a team from the school has
won the competition in this age group.
In our first game against Berkhamsted,
Joe Granger (100*) and captain Saihaj
Singh (65*) put together an unbroken
partnership of 177 for the 1st wicket in
30 overs before our bowlers, carefully

managed by coach Mr McIntosh, restricted
the opposition to 153 for 7.
An easy win against Dame Alice Owen’s
followed before disappointing defeats
at the hands of Watford and St Albans.
Fortunately we had the chance to make
amends for these defeats by beating both
schools during our cup run. After half term
we maintained a 100% winning record,
including notable victories over Abingdon,
Magdalen College School, Bancroft’s and
Merchant Taylors’. We also won the St
Albans Invitational Prep School Tournament
and then a day later tasted victory at the
same venue in our Cup Final against Hitchin,
successfully reaching our target for the loss
of 3 wickets after restricting the opposition
to 86 for 7 in their 20 overs.
In addition to Granger and Singh, Chinmay
Mullapudi, Kyle Perera, Riyan Lakhani,
Shreyas Shringarpure, Kiaan Patel and
Arman Malik deserve particular mention,
but congratulations should go to the
whole squad and, of course, our coach
Mr McIntosh.

U12B Cricket
With eight wins in our nine games and just
a solitary 24-run defeat by the A side from
Hitchin who would later lose to our own
A side in the HSCA County Cup Final, this
was a particularly successful season for a
strong U12B team.
We began the season with an exciting and
closely fought game against Berkhamsted
in which we just managed to defend a
sore of 160 for 7 in 25 overs, winning by 6
runs. Following the defeat against Hitchin,
however, we won our remaining games
fairly comprehensively. Playing on the
Parks astro pitch with its small boundary
certainly helped us to post some large
totals when batting first; 282 for 6 against
Abingdon, 301 for 4 against Bedford Modern
with Kiaan Patel (117) scoring his maiden
century and 231 for 7 against Bancroft’s.
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With our accurate bowling attack, we
could also restrict the opposition scoring if
necessary and then chase successfully, as
in the victories against St Albans, Magdalen
College School and Merchant Taylors’.
Aarav Nicum, with several half centuries
to his name, was the most consistent
batsman, while others to feature included
Ali Khan and Nihal Faiz (out for 98 against
Abingdon trying to hit a six!). Hari
Karlekar and Hans Mehra were among the
successful bowlers. We now look forward
to developing our skills during the winter in
preparation for next season.

Cricket C Teams
An indication of the strength in depth of
HABS Cricket lies in the fact that we are
able to field C teams in each age group.
All these teams had enjoyable, if less
successful than usual, seasons in 2015.
Of 21 matches played at this level, only six
resulted in victory for HABS teams while
13 were lost, mainly as a result of poor
batting. There were, however, notable
triumphs for the U14Cs against Felsted
and for the U13Cs and U12Cs against both
Berkhamsted and Magdalen College School,
not to mention a number of promising
individual performances. Congratulations
go to all the players involved. We hope
to maintain this C team programme and
possibly expand to include D teams as well.

Cricket End Statement
So cricket at school is clearly alive and well
(despite the pressure of exams and other
activities) and at the forefront of HABS
sport. This is due not only to the skill and
commitment of all the players at each age
level but also to the dedication and sterling
efforts of the staff who give up so much
time to coach the boys and umpire all
the matches. In fact HABS Cricket could
not function without the huge input of a
number of people and I should like to take
this opportunity to thank once again my
colleagues on the coaching staff, our
Head Groundsman Mike Kemmett and
his team, Erik Jonson and the caterers
and everyone else connected with the
Club. Dan Kerry and Jamie Hewitt deserve
special thanks for all the work they do with
all age groups throughout the year. Thank
you also to parents and friends who watch
from the boundary, your support has been
particularly noticeable this season and is
always welcome and much appreciated,
and, of course, congratulations and well
done to all the players!
S Charlwood
(With assistance from SPC, DCT, SEH and
Kush Thakrar: July 2015)
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Cricket Sri Lanka Tour
During the October half term break, the
senior cricket squad comprising 18 boys
from Years 10 to 13, captained by Ian
Harris and accompanied by Messrs Kerry,
Charlwood and Hewitt, toured Sri Lanka.
Playing in hot and humid conditions, with
the threat of a tropical downpour never far
away, against some of the best schoolboy
cricketers in the world, presented a huge
challenge to our players but one which
we rose to with commendable spirit and
determination and no little skill.
The tour began in Kandy, the island’s
second city, with matches against St
Anthony’s College, abandoned as a draw
after heavy rain, and Trinity College, which
included three Sri Lankan U19 players in
their team. A fine bowling performance
restricted Trinity College to 207 for 9 in 40
overs, but our batsmen were unable to cope
with the opposition spinners and collapsed
from 35 without loss to 79 all out, despite a
superb innings by Harris (48).
We then moved on to beach resort of
Hikkaduwa for the second leg of the tour.
HABS were able to post a competitive total
of 184 for 8 in 30 overs, Jordan Urban
top-scoring with 45, before dismissing
the opposition for 160 thanks to a hostile
spell from Naresh Rasakulasuriar (4 for
26). However, we were soon brought
back to earth, well defeated the next day
by a strong Southern Academy side at the
Seenigama Oval.
The final leg of the tour took us to the capital
Colombo and matches against St Peter’s
College and the Royal College.

Charlie Mack (74) hit the highest individual
score of the tour in our victory against St
Peter’s. In the game against Royal College,
HABS got off to a good start, Harris and
leading run scorer Alex Willis putting on 79
for the first wicket. The captain completed
a well-deserved half century but our total of
192 for 8 in 40 overs proved insufficient as
our opponents eased to victory by 6 wickets.
In addition to the cricket, we also found
time to see the Temple of the Tooth in
Kandy, visit elephant and turtle sanctuaries
and experience a river safari. The most
rewarding excursion, however, was to
the SOS Children’s Village in Galle. The
Cricket Club has supported this charity
since visiting a similar village in South
Africa in 2011and on this occasion we
were able to deliver sports equipment as
well as a sizeable cheque to our hosts.
The whole trip provided a fantastic
experience for all who took part. Willis
and Harris were consistently our best
batsmen while Rasakulasuriar and Shaniel
Lakhani took the bowling honours, although
Aman Chatterjee also deserves mention.
The youngest member of the squad Olly
Nathanson showed that he is ready to play
at this level while second string wicketkeeper Saul Kaye was voted best tourist.
Many thanks should go to the parents who
travelled to Sri Lanka to support us wherever
we played, to Desh Goonawardena and our
travel company and particularly to Dan Kerry
for his impeccable organisation.
S Charlwood
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Athletics Report
The HABS athletics squad experienced
their most successful season to date and
one that will most certainly go down in the
history books.
At the end of June a big team attended
the District Championships and a
select few made the trip to Birmingham
for the National Independent Schools
Championships. HABS retained the overall
Boys’ trophy in the Districts and were
winners in the Y9 and 10 age groups and
the school can boast a number of district
champions across the age groups.
Tolu Elesin deserves congratulations for
being voted U14 male athlete of the meet
for his outstanding run in winning the 300m;
Zamaan Dudhia broke the U14 school pole
vault record with a clearance of 2.80m; Joe
Grainger, Freddy Nash and Michael Miller
all managed to secure javelin titles; Ashley
Turner and Dylan Kaposi were pole vault
champions and track athletes Matthew

Copley, Henry Rocha and Jamie Harper in
Y9 won their races in confident style. Alistair
Afeeva’s triple jumping had been improving
all season and he was rewarded with a
12.14 jump to win the title. The Y9 and 10
teams finished with dominant runs in the
relays both winning by more than a second.
The success in the District Championships
was even more pleasing considering six

of our best athletes were competing at
Birmingham and four of these managed to
gain top three places and win a national
medal. Yanarthan Sriskantharajah came
3rd in the U14 hurdles; Ben Bellman was
3rd in the U14 300m in another school
record of 40.39; Henry Mattey took 3rd in
the U14 discus with another throw over 30
meters and finally Rohan Oyewole, who
led the whole competition with a throw of
35 meters, was unfortunately pipped to the
fold in the last effort of the competition by a
tiny 20cms. Jeevan Bhuller ran another sub
25.5 clocking to finish 4th in the 200m final
and Jacob Steinberg, slightly down on his
season ‘s best, finished 7th in the shot.
Well done to all these athletes who, having
spent a long day of athletics, returned to
Woodside again the next day to compete in
Sports Day.
S Lowe

Tennis
2015 represented the end of an era for a
number of the school’s best tennis players.
Outgoing senior skipper Andrew Gilbert, Krish
Majithia and Irfan Allana played their last
matches for the school after giving seven
years outstanding service to the school tennis
team. The way they played and conducted
themselves on the court has reflected
everything positive about school sport and
they have been excellent role models for
the younger boys. They certainly helped to
inspire our boys to an incredibly successful
season, and it is particularly encouraging
that there have been great performances at
all levels. Our senior team were ably led by
new skipper Aaron Goldberg, with ex-captain
Andrew Gilbert providing experience and a
real competitive edge. At U15 level, Freddy
Nash and Sam Warner won the Herts County
Doubles Championships, beating Jack Miller
and Prakanta Khanal in an all HABS final.
Our U13 team effectively won the county
team tennis championships by virtue of an
excellent win over Watford Boys and recently
beat Bedford Modern to progress further than
any HABS team have done for many years in
the Aegon National Team Tennis competition.

The boys also earned some of our best
results across the board at Eton in the ISTA
championships – a very fitting and satisfying
conclusion to a brilliant term’s tennis.
Senior Tennis Report
Throughout this year the main talking point
for the HABS senior tennis squad has been
its latest addition. Some say he plays tennis
18 days per week. Others say the librarians
refused his request for a book about tennis
aces because he would never return it. All
we know is he’s called Shrey Khakria and
he is the tennis team’s enthusiastic new
member. This passion and enthusiasm has
also seemed to rub off on the rest of the
team, producing a very successful season.
It got off to an impressive start by beating
Aldenham and Watford in the National Senior
Students Competition, but then eventually
losing to Dr Challoner’s, who themselves
made the national finals.
Following this great achievement the team
narrowly lost in a friendly to Merchant Taylors.
We also took part in the Herts County Doubles
Championships in Rickmansworth where

Andy Gilbert and I were runners-up. However,
this was all in preparation for the pinnacle of
the tennis season, the Independent School
National Championships at Eton, where
we normally ask Mr Hails if we should lose
immediately in order to play weaker opponents
in the Plate competition. Having arrived at
Eton and watching the strength and ability of
the other teams, we insightfully realised that
we would probably do better if we entered
into the under 13 tournament. Despite our
trepidation, Andy Gilbert, Irfan Allana, Shrey
Khakria and I sailed through the first round
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by beating Cokethorpe in straight sets. We
then went on to beat Colston’s school, again
in straight sets, and so making it into the
last 16, further into the competition than
any previous HABS squad has reached for
many years. St George’s Weybridge, who
had some very strong doubles players, sadly
beat us. Also, thanks to Shrey’s mum and
sister, HABS senior tennis team had its largest
ever audience. The success and enjoyment
of this season has to be accredited to the
tireless efforts of Mr Hails and Mr Lee. They
have worked so hard in organising matches
and transport. Both their commitment and
enthusiasm has been incredible and the whole
squad is extremely grateful for all that they
have done.
Aaron Goldberg, U6
U15 Tennis Report
The U15 team has enjoyed a relatively
successful season this year, both at County
and District levels. The County team of
myself, Kiran Oyewole, Jonty Levitt and Ben
Morris began our season with a comfortable
victory over Tring, winning all but one of our
matches. Our match against Aldenham was a
painfully close affair ending in a disappointing
defeat. With the scores tied at 3-3, a tiebreak
shootout ensued, which HABS only narrowly
lost. However, the defeat only served to
strengthen the team’s spirit, and we eased
to victory against Mill Hill. The most decisive
victory of the season followed away against
Merchant Taylors; we won 5 sets to 1. A
mention must be made of Sam Allibone, who
stepped in to aid the effort.
Overall, the team has played some superb
quality tennis, with all players doing their
utmost best to work together with their
different skill sets and styles to form an
overall very cohesive unit. Our deepest
thanks must be given to Mr. Hails and Mr.
Lee, who have guided and coached us
tirelessly over the years to bring us where
we are today. Without their help in organising
fixtures, driving us to matches in their free
time on weekends and providing us with the
best guidance we could hope for with our
tennis, we would be lost. It has truly been an
enjoyable experience to play tennis for HABS.
Dhruv Kaushik, Y11
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U14 Tennis Report
The U14 tennis team has had
a very successful season, with
HABS winning the County doubles,
the District league and reaching
the semi-final of the Phillips Cup
at Eton. In the county games this
year, we played Sandringham,
St Columba’s, Parmiters and St
Clement Danes. The team of Sam Warner,
Jack Miller, and Prakanta Khanal and I played
consistent tennis and won them all. This set
up a final encounter with St Clement Danes
which was a must win for us to progress.
After the singles, the scores were level at
two matches all; we then played two doubles
with the scores still tied at three matches all,
forcing us to play a deciding tie break which
we unfortunately lost. Also playing for the
team this year were Ben Schwarzman, Ben
Young, Oliver Russell and Hemal Parekh. At
the Herts County Doubles Championships,
we entered three doubles pairs. Sam Warner
and I came 1st and our 2nd pair, Jack Miller
and Prakanta Khanal, was runners-up, an
achievement that HABS have never managed
before. Our final competition of the year was
the National Independent Schools tournament
at Eton playing the top doubles pairs from
schools across the country, many including
top nationally-ranked players. Jack, Prakanta,
Sam and I made up the pairings. The Saturday
proved a real challenge, but results improved
on the Sunday and Monday with Sam and I
eventually being beaten in the semi-finals of
the Philips Cup against MCS. Finally, I would
like to say on behalf of the team, how grateful
we are for the excellent coaching, support and
encouragement that Mr Hails and Mr Lee have
provided to us all this year. Our enjoyment
would not have been the same without them.
Freddy Nash, Y10
U13 Tennis Report
In the County Cup the U13 team started off
on a high, winning our first game against
UCS. Next we faced strong opponents in
Dr Challoner’s with Jay Patel as second
seed and both Year 7s, Joe Salt and Freddie
Arbuthnott, winning their matches 6-0. After
this we were extremely confident and were
on a huge winning streak with victories
against St Clement Danes and St Columba’s.
Against St Columba’s the match went into
a deciding doubles shoot-out tie-break won
by Jay and Freddie. The hardest match was
against Sandringham who had several highly
ranked performance players. Jay and I both
lost our singles, however Freddie and Joe
had won their singles matches comfortably,
so we had to play another doubles shoot-out.
This time Freddie and I teamed up; we were
down 5-1 and then just managed to stay in
every rally and eventually won the shoot-out
10-7. We followed up this win with victory
in the County final against Watford Grammar
to become County champions. At the end of
June we were invited to play in the ISTA

Eton doubles competition. This was the
highlight of my whole year as we got to play
so many different schools from around the
country. We lost our first match against
Warwick B. However, after a team talk with
Mr Lee, Jay and I managed to pull away in
both of the other matches easily. This meant
that we were through to the next round of the
main draw against even harder opponents.
We lost our first group game again, this time
to Warwick A. The conditions on the Tuesday
were extremely hard as the sun was beating
down, with a slow clay court surface. We
won our next two matches but did not get
through as only the top team in the group
went into the semi-finals. In September, as
County champions, we entered the regional
competition and won a memorable match
against Bedford Modern, the champions of
Bedfordshire, before losing in the next round
to Coopers’, the champions of Essex. We
fought hard with Joe Salt managing to win
his singles match but unfortunately it was not
enough for the team to progress any further.
I would like to thank Mr Lee and Mr Hails for
giving us the opportunity to represent the
school in what has been the most successful
tennis season in recent years.
Arjun Parmar, Y9
U12 Tennis Report
Our HABS tennis career started against UCS
with a comprehensive victory. We then won
our next matches against St Clement Danes,
St Columba’s, Sandringham and Watford
Boys to become Herts County champions.
As well as all of these exciting matches
HABS hosted a Year 7 tournament for
Hertfordshire schools. The standard was
very high, as nationally ranked players
competed and my partner Freddie and I
managed to come in 3rd place after having
a few very good wins. The year ended on
a high at Eton in the Independent Schools
Doubles Competition as we managed
to qualify for the main draw to compete
against the best U13 boys around. Our
group was very tricky, as it included Reeds
Tennis Academy, but we managed to come
2nd and only just missed out on qualifying.
Overall Year 7 tennis at HABS has been
very enjoyable and I hope to have the same
experience in year 8. I would like to thank
Mr Lee and Mr Hails for all their coaching
and support throughout the season.
Joseph Salt, Y8
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Basketball
HABS basketball this year was certainly a
great experience for all of us.

points from Zi Liang led to us winning by
just one point!

We trained hard two to three times every
week throughout the winter in order to be
ready. With basketball still a minority sport
in the UK we did what we could with the
help of Mr. Kerry to get some fixtures.

In our second fixture we played a very well
prepared Merchant Taylors’. We played
hard especially Omar Todd, who showed
real skill in defending with several rebounds and steals. However, despite our
best efforts, we fell short by several points
to a very impressive MTS team.

In our first fixture we played St. Albans
away. For all of us this was our first real
basketball match ever but that didn’t deter
us. Throughout the match the score went
backwards and forwards in favour of
either team but fortunately the breakaway

Finally we went on to play the Old
Haberdashers’ team featuring the best
OH players of the last five generations.
The match was close until the last quarter

when the OH team showed us up while we
were getting tired and took the game away
from us.
The score was in the end 44-60, a loss
but a great experience to be able to have
played with all friends. Zi Liang was
certainly the MVP of the season scoring
42 points in three games. On behalf of the
U6 year I’d like to wish all the best to next
year’s captain Alex Cheng and the next
generation of HABS basketball.
Miguel Perera, OH (2015)

Swimming
March 2015 saw the annual National Bath and Otter Cup Swim
Relays; a national swimming relay competition for all HMC
schools. The quality of the competition draws schools from
across the country including two from Belfast.
The team composed of Felix Cheng, Thomas Cheng, Alex Down,
Martin Lee and Dan McCabe, and accompanied by Mr Stiff, travelled

down to the Olympic Pool in Stratford. Despite some problems on
the tube we managed to arrive in time for a brisk warm up. The first
relay was the 4x100m Freestyle relay: Dan, Felix, Thomas and Alex
swum in a powerful competitive manner. They came out with a solid
time of 4m 17s, coming 5th in our heat; a strong performance. Next
was the 4x50m Medley Relay swum by Thomas, Dan, Felix and
Martin. We came 2nd out of nine teams in our heat. The final time
was a commendable 2m 06s.The team are improving year after year
and the Medley Relay team broke the old school record!
October saw the National Qualifying Division 10 Relays. Despite
having some last minute pull-outs due to injuries we still had a
powerful team. The results of the competition are still unknown,
but it is fair to say that there were some fantastic individual
performances. A special mention must go to Noah Stewart, Y8,
who achieved his new 50M Free Personal Best. In addition, special
mention to Ayur Pulle, Y7, and Robbie McCabe, Y9, who made their
debut for the school team. I wish them the best of luck and success
in the future and thank them for their contribution.
As we are still early in the swim season, there is plenty of time for us
to train and rapidly develop our skills. From then we can build up our
strengths to climb up to the top positions in this year’s Herts League
and next year’s 2016 Bath and Otter Cup relays. My thanks to Mr
Stiff and Miss Brandon for their continued effort in training us to the
best standard.
Martin Lee, U6
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Water Polo
The HABS water polo team pride
themselves on being the most successful
sports team in the school. Last year all
age groups qualified for the national finals
and the senior team beat Manchester
Grammar School in the bronze medal
match to earn third place. We also now
have a handful of boys training regularly
with the England talent squad. One of
these boys, Hamish Hudson, played in the
European qualifiers for GB in Malta over
the summer.
Water polo is a highly demanding sport
but that has not put off our new Y7s who
have started to train regularly. These have
resulted in sessions with up to 30 junior
boys in the pool at lunchtimes. They can
look forward to the start of the London

school’s league and the national qualifying
rounds over the winter. The team look to
build on last year’s results with the aim of
qualifying in all age groups for the national

finals this spring and hopefully winning the
trophy in at least one age group.
Cameron Baker, U6

Canoe Polo
This year has seen the school’s Canoe Polo Club develop and
flourish greatly. With the current core of team-members being
reinforced with a stream of new and interested players, the
club now numbers the largest the school has ever seen. This
new popularity in the sport has resulted the Club’s strength
increasing drastically, with varying age-groups all representing
their school in the pool.
Combined with a generous grant from the HABS Foundation,
the Canoe Polo Club’s progress over the year has truly been
impressive. With the Headmaster showing his support at the
training sessions, the development of the players over the past
season has been superb. Not only does the sport require excellent
team-work and dedication, it combines ball-handling skills with
various rolls and manoeuvres in the Canoe, making it exhilarating
not only to play, but to watch.
Specifically the Club has been focusing on training the younger
members of the squad so that they may take a leading role in the Club
when the U6 Captains, Martin Lee and Toby Irwin, leave the school.
The Club continues to train weekly and has matches after school on
Wednesdays as well as recently becoming a games-option.
With the development of the new sports-complex underway the
Club hopes to move its stores into the new building and take

advantage of the larger pool allowing for further development of the
players in an environment close to Olympic standards.
Toby Irwin, U6

Golf
The golf team enjoyed a reasonably
successful season despite the loss of
our +2 handicap and golfing supremo
William Aldred.
We participated in the ISGA National
School Championships with a three-man
team of Jack Myers, Joel Citron and Joey
Charles. Unfortunately we lost our opening
round fixture 2-1 and proceeded through
to the Plate Competition, which is played
using the Stableford system rather than
Matchplay. After winning a couple of
matches we unfortunately departed just
short of the finals.
The HMC foursomes, a format whereby
players take alternate shots, required
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a slightly larger team of six men. We
convincingly won our opening match 3-0,
yet were defeated in the next round 2-1,
meaning we had to exit the competition.
The team comprised of Karan Khushal,
Devin Chandegra and Joseph Gale,
alongside Jack, Joel and Joey. In addition,
the HABS Golf tour to Vilamoura, brilliantly
organised by Mr. Ward, was won for the
2nd time by Joseph Gale.
We didn’t achieve as much success in
comparison to previous years, but team
spirit always remained high in the true
HABS-style and it was always a pleasure
to represent the school in such fierce
competitions.

I would like to thank, on behalf of the
team, both Hadley Wood and Porters Park
Golf Clubs at which we played our home
matches in tip-top conditions. But, most
importantly, I would like to thank Mr. Ward,
whose organisation and commitment to
school golf is irreplaceable. We are lucky
to have such a keen golfer with invaluable
advice and perfect knowledge of all the
courses we played. Finally, I would like to
finish by wishing next year’s team good
luck and hopefully we can regain the
School National Championship.
Joel Citron, U6.

Charity Matters
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Battle of the Bands 2015
This year’s Battle of the Bands was a huge
success, with not just first class music
talent on show, but a real dedication to
raising money for three different charities:
Spotlight on Africa, KidzCare Tanzania
and Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice. With
Meadows, Hendersons and the school
charity all joining forces to provide a
feast for the mouth and ears, one would
be forgiven for losing sight of the reasons
behind Battle of the Bands. Including the
cake sale, mufti-day and donations inside
the concert, £1700 was raised for three
very worth causes.
With 23 performers, four bands, 20
prefects, 20 bakers, three technicians, eight
committee members and more than 200
viewers, the event lived up to its billing. We
were richly entertained by the indie-pop

group, M.U.X., followed by the aptly names
Dire Curves, whose rendition of Sultans
of Swing by Dire Straits blew everyone off
their seats. Special mention has to go to
Karan Basu, for his brilliant behind-the-head
guitar playing during an exuberant guitar
solo. Next up were T.G.A.S, who managed
to maintain the high quality of the show,
despite a few forgotten words from leadsinger Aron Rapacioli. The last act was Horn
of the Joker, a Year 13 band, who had fell at
the audition stage in all of the six previous
years. This rejection, however, had clearly
energised the band, whose fancy dress
and interpretation of Green Day’s classic
Boulevard of Broken Dreams had the crowd
up on their feet.
With all the bands giving strong
performances, the judges had a tough

decision on their hands. Mr Wheeler
delivered the verdict, with his decision
helped by Ms Galuszka and Mr Ormston,
our resident guitar and percussion teachers.
Although Dire Curves came close, the
eventual winners were Horn of the Joker,
who celebrated onstage afterwards, to the
sound of Queen’s We are the Champions.
A special mention has to go out to the
organising committee. The annual event
continues to be a success, and is sure to
last for many years to come. Thank you to
everyone involved in the event, for making
a difference to the lives of hundreds of
others and hopefully having a good time in
the process.
Daniel Harris, U6.

HABS Eid Party
On the 17th of October, to mark the
end of the Islamic Hajj period known
as Eid ul Adha, the Muslim Assembly
committees of both the Boys’ and Girls’
school partnered up in order to organise
a Charity Event which would be the first
of its kind at HABS. With the ultimate
aim of raising money for a worthy cause,
while also expressing the views of many
Muslims concerning the current turmoil
in Iraq and the Levant, the committee
decided to donate all proceeds to The
Noor Orphans Fund, a charity which helps
orphaned Iraqi children who have been
displaced by war, terror and poverty. A
total of £500 was raised, which is enough
to pay for one year of school tuition,
stationery and clothing for one child.
Having received a cash donation towards
the preparations from an anonymous
sponsor, as well as giving personal
donations, the six committee members

began preparations for the event three
weeks prior to the proposed date.
A Krispy Kreme doughnut and chocolate
sale in both schools, manned by various
volunteers on the morning of the event,
raised a large sum and generated a lot of
interest. Having ‘sold out’ more than 160
tickets for the main event, many people
turned up with the hope of being able to
buy an entry ticket at the door of the Old
Refectory in Aldenham House.
There was plenty of pizza (more than
13 boxes) and an abundance of sweets,
brownies, muffins and of course
traditional dates. Two large personalised
cakes were also donated by the
committee. However, the main attractions
included henna tattoos, which were
performed by a volunteer student, and
Arabic music, to which attendees were
taught how to dance the “Dabke”,

London to Brighton Bike ride 2015
Congratulations to boys, staff, parents, current
pupils, OHs and retired colleagues who have taken
part in the London to Brighton Bike ride over the
last 21 years to raise money for The British Heart
Foundation.
This year the twelve boys, two staff and a parent (Mr
Ugo) who took part raised an impressive £6,468.68.
This brings our total raised for the British Heart Foundation
over the past 21 years to a staggering £105,834.12.
Particular thanks to Mr Metcalfe and Mr Lloyd-Williams
who have kindly driven the minibus and trailer for this
event over recent years.
A really fabulous group effort and the money raised
will help further pioneering research into coronary
heart disease.
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a traditional Iraqi and Levantine dance.
Ali Kermalli , Aliya Padhani , Layla Alkateb ,
Zainab Habib and Dina Abedi and I worked
tirelessly over two months to pull off a truly
unique day.
The most successful aspect of the event
was the support which the students at
HABS showed, regardless of their religious
inclinations or ethnic background. In fact,
the majority of volunteers and attendees
were not Muslims, and multiple societies in
both schools encouraged their members to
attend the Charity event. The importance of
working together as a school community
and putting aside differences in order to
help those in need was an agenda that was
clearly achieved. The event highlighted and
celebrated diversity at HABS.
Saif Abbas Chatoo, U6
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Mencap Funday
Mencap Funday has long been the
highlight of my year, and I am sure that
many others feel the same way. Mencap
as a charity has helped thousands of
children across the country with various
disabilities since 1946 and we at HABS
have supported this cause by organising
an annual Funday for more than 20 years.
This year’s Mencap Funday took place
on one of the hottest days in June; it was
perfect weather for fun and activities for
all the volunteers and guest children aged
four to 18. As a committee, we worked
throughout the year to organise a range of
events, the climax of which was Mencap
Funday. The activities on the Funday
itself included a disco, bouncy castles,
fairground games, the ever-popular ice
cream van and, of course, the fire engine.
All these activities were made possible due
to fundraising activities during the course
of the year, including Mencap’s Got Talent
– a joint talent show in which students
from both the Boys’ and Girls’ schools
participated, sharing their talents while
raising money for a worthwhile cause.
Our quest to raise funds was helped
immeasurably by XL Catlin. Without their
support, we simply would not be able to
facilitate such a huge selection of events.
We are immensely thankful to them for
their support.
When the 21st June finally came around,
it was incredible to see the 400 volunteers
from both the Boys’ and Girls’ schools
show such compassion while caring
for the guest children, of which there
were approximately 180. The volunteers
showed great enthusiasm throughout the

year, whether that was
by attending training
sessions, performing in
or attending Mencap’s
Got Talent or helping
set up for the day
itself. By giving such an
immeasurable amount
of their time and energy
they demonstrated the true
meaning of charity, which
is something I feel we all
can be immensely proud
of. This was reinforced
by comments we received from parents
of our guests, all of whom were quick to
remark upon the caring nature of all the
volunteers and how grateful they were for
a short respite from their daily routine.
We would like to thank Holland & Barrett
for recognising the effort that the parents
and carers put in every day by providing
refreshing gift bags for them to enjoy.
I would finally like to express my thanks to
the Mencap Committee for their hard work
and dedication. Working together I feel that

we were able to organise one of the best
Fundays so far. However, all of our efforts
would have been in vain if it were not for
Dr Perera, who sacrificed a huge amount
of her time in ensuring that no stone
was left unturned in the preparations for
Mencap Funday. I would like to wish the
new Mencap Committee Chairman James
O’Brien, as well as the new Committee, all
the best in their preparations for next year’s
Mencap Funday.
Aaron Gelfand, U6
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A song for KidzCare
Charity and musical creativity are one
of Habs’ greatest things. This year we
combined those two notions to create a
charity song for KidzCare Tanzania. Having
been asked to take on the role as the
primary composer, my musical thoughts
were all over the place.
My inspiration for the song came from a
variety of artists such as Michael Jackson
and Bob Marley. By combining Jackson’s
lyrical passion and Marley’s classic
reggae beat, the basis of the song was
now complete. It was then time to add the
musicians who were the key drivers in the
success of this song. We originally started
off with four musicians, Karan Basu (guitar),
Luka Abeywickrama (guitar), George Handley
(drums) and I. We quickly established a few
catchy chords and a simple yet effective
structure to the song. Writing the lyrics and
integrating them to the music was arguably
the hardest part but with Jordan Bernstein’s
and Jacob Whitehead’s talent, we soon had a

crossover point where everything was going
to fit perfectly. However, there was much
more to it as we still felt it needed more lyrical
power and thought. Thus came the addition
of the spoken word by Marcus Rapacioli in
the instrumental section who provided a prerecorded sample. In addition, my thanks must
go to Charlie Morris who helped to start up
the song by providing his musical talent.
All that was left was to practise every day
leading up to the big performance on the
quad on March 18th. To utilise the diverse
musical ranges in the school Dhairya
Khapadia came in with his Tabla to provide
an excellent off-beat drum riff. In addition,
to harmonise with the main vocal we added
two back-up singers, Max Colbert and
Sairam Venkataramanan.
The big day was upon us and, within the
space of 20 minutes during morning break, the
stage, amps and instruments were all wired
up. Prior to the performance we had the grand
finale of KidzCare Bantania won by Mr Teague.

Lyrics to “Changing Their World”
Verse 1

Spoken word

Don’t take what we have for granted, driving
round in your 4 by 4,

So you want to change the world. But how
will you do it?

A problem for you is loss at Fifa, try not
learning as you have no teacher,

How should you’re new world feel, smell,
taste, be.

A change must be made we shouldn’t let
their hopes and dreams fade, we can’t let
that happen,

Do you want to change the world because
you disagree with its injustices, or do you
want to change the world, so that you
yourself can be remembered?

Pre-chorus
A school united a school that stands, and up
for them we raise our hands
Chorus
I feel the love, I feel the need,
I’ll be the change we need to see
Tanzania here we are, with kidzCare
we’re going far
Verse 2
Child by child we build our nation, make
those kids forever smile,
If you’re willing to give, you can help us go
that extra mile,
Look at us, we’ve come so far, we can’t
stop now that’s not who, we are
Pre-chorus
A school united a school that stands, and up
for them we raise our hands

110

We all have the power to change our world.
It’s easy. Work harder, smarter, faster.
It’s easy because you’re motivated by the
rewards you get.
It’s much harder to change someone else’s
world.
They say it’s not about where you start, but
where you finish. Well, some can’t even
show up to the race.
Whilst you’re living the winnings of life’s
lottery, you should change the world. But
not yours, theirs
Chorus x2
I feel the love, I feel the need
I’ll be the change we need to see
Tanzania here we are with kidzCare
we’re going far

This naturally built up the crowd due to the
popularity of his jokes. The song started and
the crowd was rocking with the music.
In the days after the performance, it was
apparent that the riffs and chorus had stuck
to many people as band members kept
hearing people sing and hum around the
school. The next stage of the song was the
digital recording for the release on iTunes
and YouTube. With the help of Mr Morris
everything was recorded within two days.
Without Mr Morris, the recording would have
not been so perfect and I sincerely thank him
for the hours he put in to edit the music.
I thank all who participated and contributed
to the song and I thank Rev Jan who initially
asked me to lead this project. We, as a
school, have done a fantastic job for KidzCare
Tanzania and I hope we can continue to
change their world, one pound at a time, one
joke at a time and one tune at a time.
Martin Lee, U6
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HABS to Heathrow: The Tube Challenge
As my unfortunate family can attest to, I like maps. In recent
summers I have dragged them round the Paddington trail in London
(38 Paddingtons visited) and the Shaun the Sheep trail (London AND
Bristol flocks – 74 Shauns recaptured). So Harry Beck’s iconic tube
map with its 272 targets just had to be attempted. All I lacked was
any knowledge of how to do the job properly – step forward Luke
Frame of 12C1. He planned a detailed route that would hopefully
take us around every station in the course of one day. Our challenge
was to raise money for Save the Children.
Unsurprisingly there is a world record for such voyages (16 hours
20 minutes 27 seconds) and a set of rules that must be followed.
The train must stop ay every station in order for us to claim it for
our total and hence why we were attempting this on a Thursday
during half term, as not all stations are open at weekends. We were
allowed to walk, run or catch any form of public transport between
stations but no means of private transport can be used.
Mr. Roncarati delivered us to Chesham in time to catch the 5:12am
first train of the day on the Metropolitan line. Our plans were
immediately changed when the Station Master informed us that the
train was heading for Watford, which to me seemed a strange route
for a commuter train to take but Luke knew of the mysterious “North
Curve” a little used section of track not actually marked on the tube
map, a bit like platform 9 3/4 at Kings Cross.
The intricacies of that northern section meant that we made a slow
start and it took us two hours to notch up our first 10 stations
but during which time we had actually visited Chorleywood and
Rickmansworth three times! We finally claimed Amersham and
began to make some progress as we headed down the Piccadilly
line to Ealing Common where the infamous “planned engineering
works” gave us our first run of the day to bag Ealing Broadway. We
then headed up the Central Line to West Ruislip and a short walk
between Northwick Park and Kenton enabled us to tick off all 25
stations on the Bakerloo line in one swoop. By now it was 10:30am
and we had visited 66 stations.
We then headed north east via London Bridge and West Ham to
Upminster to claim a large section of the District line. Heading back
into London, and after a very short walk between Aldgate East and
Aldgate, we began our assault on the Circle line, passing through
Mansion House (one of only two stations to contain all five vowels!)
and one station later Blackfriars chalked up our century at 12:21pm.
By now tube fever had begun to set in and the female voice
announcing the arrival of each station seemed to be permanently
bickering with the male voice telling us to “mind the gap”. Of all the
stations, Brixton got my vote for the best-designed station tiled motif
on the platform walls, but I was running at the time so could not stop
for a photo.
Cricketers will appreciate the appropriateness of Kennington being
station 111, though it would have been better had it been the Oval
one station earlier. It was here that we spotted our first labyrinth
artwork, the unique designs that ‘Art on the Underground’ has placed

in every station and after that we began to spot them everywhere.
My mathematical brain liked the fact that we arrived at Colliers
Wood, station number 118, at 1:18pm.
When I left University I first worked for BP at Moorgate and my daily
commute was from South Wimbledon – somewhere I had not been
back to in 27 years. I now found myself re-visiting it twice in ten
minutes as we ‘bounced’ back up from Morden. A bus ride from
South Wimbledon to Wimbledon revealed that this year’s pantomime
at the New Wimbledon Theatre is Peter Pan starring Verne Troyer
and Marcus Brigstocke and tickets were still available.
We then headed back over the Thames to Notting Hill Gate before
claiming all the remaining stations on the Central line as far north as
Epping. Another bus ride took us to Walthamstow Central and onto
our assault on the Victoria line as far as Warren Street. Darkness
and rain arrived somewhere along the Northern line as we made our
way to Edgware. We headed back into London on the Jubilee line,
not forgetting to claim the annoyingly situated Preston Road on the
Metropolitan line. At 7:40pm we mistakenly celebrated Baker Street
as our 200th station, forgetting we had actually visited it earlier in the
day on the Bakerloo line. My apologies to Great Portland Street.
From Moorgate we went north to High Barnet, just missing the bus
across to Cockfosters. It was a delay that was to prove costly. As
we headed down the Piccadilly line we knew that we did not have
time to complete the journey. The need to get down to Heathrow in
time to get back to King’s Cross and our homes robbed us of some
vital travel time and so at South Kensington at 10:27pm we called
it a day having visited 236 stations with 36 still to do. “HABS to
Heathrow” had become “HABS to Harrods” instead. Next time, and
there will be one, we need to arrange a pick up from Heathrow to
buy ourselves some extra time – but do not tell Mr. Roncarati yet.
However, for next year, it occurred to me at some point during the
day, probably at West Ham or Arsenal, that there are 92 Football
League teams out there that need visiting. We could call it “HABS to
Highbury” but that has one obvious drawback. Maybe we will have
to settle for “HABS to The Hive” instead, less glamorous but at least
it exists. Anyone interested?
In the meantime, if you have any logistical requirements, just ask for Luke.
R Oldfield
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Calverts House Charity
For the academic year 2014/15, Calverts
House chose to support Guide Dogs for
the Blind.
Guide Dogs for the Blind treated us to a
very informative assembly, at the start of the
year, where some year 7 boys also got the
opportunity to stroke the very precious and
well-trained accompanying guide dog.
As usual the House pulled together by
organising and running some great events,
including the now famous Calverts Triathlon
(rowathlon) which proves much harder than
it looks on paper - just try swimming front
crawl after rowing hard on the ergometers!
Preceding the well -supported triathlon,
The Calverts Cake Break brought the house
together in the Aske Hall for a very short but
entertaining 20 minutes (break time) nosh
where all year groups mixed together and
got to know each other.
Christmas time was the motivation behind
the Calverts Christmas Fete in the Bourne
Hall Foyer, where again all the year groups
pulled together and had great fun with a wide
variety of stalls.

At the end of the year we were able to
hand a cheque to the charity and hold our
heads high knowing that we had made a
considerable contribution to a well-deserving
Charity, and that we had bonded more as a
House in doing so.
P. Roncarati

Hendersons House Charity
2015 was another highly successful year
for charity within Hendersons. The House
was raising money over the course of the
year for Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice
in Barnet. Noah’s Ark seeks to serve the
needs of life-limited or life-threatened
children and their families living within
North London. This local charity assists
those in need with practical and emotional
support while also helping to take care
of the parents and the siblings of the
children. They run several activity days
and fundraising events a year for the
families that they support.
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The annual Hendersons Fun Run and cake
sale took place in the autumn term and
got us off to a fantastic start, raising a
massive £4233.45. This was followed by
our football tournament for Year 7 and 8,
organised by Jatin Mistry and the charity
committee. The long-awaited Battle of
the Bands then took place on Friday 1st
May to a packed Bourne Hall. The money
raised from this was split between the
school charity KidzCare Tanzania, our
House Charity Noah’s
Ark Children’s Hospice and Meadows
House Charity.

A special mention must go to Zamaan
Dudhia (8H) and Charlie Petken (8H) who
took part in the Junior Spartan Race at the
Allianz Stadium in May raising £1000. We
were absolutely delighted that they gave
up their time to take part in this event and
the amount they raised was amazing. A big
thank you to them.
I am delighted that this year of fundraising
for Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice has been
so fruitful and I look forward to even more
success next year.
C Cousens
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Joblings House Charity
For the last two years Joblings House has
been raising money to support the Druk
White Lotus School in the Indian province
of Ladakh in the Himalayas. The school
exists to provide a Buddhist education in an
underprivileged area where many children
do not go to school at all. The region has a
harsh climate and the school is particularly
vulnerable in the monsoon season, when
extreme rainfall can cause huge mudslides

from the surrounding mountainsides which
have swamped the school with debris and
damaged the buidings. Joblings boys have
raised over £14,000 in the past two years,
via cake sales, the Joblings Y7 ‘Sleep
Rough’, our rowing extravaganza involving
all year groups, the Joblings ‘rap battle’
and two wonderful individual sponsored
initiatives; Arush Pathak raised over £2000
in a swimathon and Animesh Misra over

£6000 climbing Mt Kilimanjaro. Some of
this money has been used in building a wall
round the school to divert the inevitable
mudslides, some to buy a minibus to
transport younger children to school and
save them a 3-hour walk. Joblings will
continue to support this charity in the
current academic year.
J C Swallow

Meadows House Charity
To raise money for our house charity
‘Spotlight on Africa’, the boys took
part in a range of fundraising activities
throughout the year.
Founded in 2007, HSoA (Harpenden
Spotlight on Africa) is committed to
creating links between communities in
the UK and Africa through charitable
projects relating to education, health, clean
water and income generation. Based in
Eastern Uganda around the Mbale slum
communities they help families who have
been displaced by conflict.
At ‘Though Mudder’ the boys showed
courage and teamwork, and demonstrated
both their mental and physical strength by
tackling the assault course. If that wasn’t hard
enough, they carried an entire classroom
from one side of the course to another.
The Meadows Gala Dinner brought boys
from every year group to the Aske Hall where
we listened to live music performances and
took part in a raffle. This was followed by a
wonderful three-course meal in the Bates
dining room, and speeches from both the
Housemaster and House Captain.
The Swimathon was a particularly popular
fundraising event. 47 boys form Years 7 and
8 swam as many lengths as they could in 30
mins in order to raise sponsorship money.
Overall, an extremely successful and
exciting year for Meadows Charity!
V Gathani
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Russells House Charity
Over the past 12 years, Russells’ House has raised
£70,000 for a variety of different causes including Grief
Encounter, Hands Together and The Grove House Peace
Hospice. This year, with the news that one of our U6
boys is battling Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, Russells’ boys
will be raising money for The Teenage Cancer Trust. Old
Haberdashers’ boys will remember raising money for The
Teenage Cancer Trust back in 2006 in support of Krishna
Sabarwal, a boy who lost his fight to cancer when he was
in Year 10.
How do we raise the money? Through the Team Russells
Ironman Atlantic Challenge! Swim as many lengths of the
pool as possible in a 15 minute time limit and then bring Mr
Hardman as much sponsorship money as possible!
To date, over the past 12 years, boys have swum 35,861
lengths which equates to 509 miles.
T Hardman

Strouts House Charity
Strouts last year continued with its
‘Secret Millionaire’ approach to charity
fundraising; we set out to raise funds
without knowing where those funds would
be sent. Several times during the year
our most significant fund-raisers then
identified charities to receive Strouts
charity funds; the charities received the
money without expecting it and often did
not know from where it had come. Five
main charities received our support last
year, ranging from internationally famous
organisations to very small local concerns.
Several more Strouts boys became
‘Centurions’ for having individually raised
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more than one hundred pounds. Our
‘mainstream’ events included the return of
Strouts Kitchen, our annual cake sale. The
parents of last year’s Year 7 boys produced
a huge range of confectionary items which
were all sold out within one break time,
raising around £300 in twenty minutes. We
also ran the Strouts Golden Mile where boys
(and staff) from across Strouts completed
a one mile run together at lunchtime, again
raising well over £300. Later in the year
our own Year 8 boys organised a football
competition for their junior peers – it was
fabulous to see our next generation of
leaders emerging from within Strouts.

However the bulk of our funds this year
came from boys organising their own events
outside of normal school hours, and quietly
working away in the service of others.
These included a sponsored triathlon, and
sponsored walk into Central London and
even a sponsored silence. Last year one of
our boys took our ‘Secret Millionaire’ theme
to the next level by privately raising funds,
then donating them anonymously to our
charity account - a marvellous example both
of true charity and of humility.
G Hall

Common Room
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Secretary’s Notes
It was another packed year at HABS: from
the exuberant performances in the Senior
School play Guys and Dolls through the
short Easter term jam-packed with trips
to the magnificent achievements in the
School Sports Day during the summer.
We say a fond farewell to several colleagues
this year.
Andrew Keenleyside arrived at Haberdashers’
in 1981 and since 1983 enjoyed a
distinguished career as Head of Art. He
introduced the annual Art trip, the ‘Families’
Art exhibition and the annual GCSE and A
Level Art ‘Private View’. Andrew has led the
department by example; he is an exemplary
teacher with deep subject knowledge. More
recently, the results of his ‘Painting Cows’
E&E course can be seen around the campus.
He has also taught hockey with distinction,
having won gold at World Championship
level with the England Veterans team, and
he coached and inspired our U14 Athletics
team to the level of reaching National Schools
Athletics Finals on three occasions. Andrew
has been a very popular teacher with boys
and staff alike; his good-natured manner and
infectious laugh will be sorely missed in the
Staff Common Room.
Josee Beeson first arrived in the Maths
department after arriving in 1994 as
maternity cover. As well as being a firstclass Maths teacher, she has provided
excellent pastoral care to a whole generation
of Russells’ boys. She has been responsible
for the gargantuan task of sorting out the
Maths department setting for many years,
and has also ensured that HABS boys gain
some essential culinary skills in General
Studies classes to take away to University.
Josee has also cheered up the Maths
department staff with her singing every
morning! She now leaves in order to spend
more time organising music courses, which
has been an ever-increasing part of her life.
Lorely Rive (Visiting Violin Teacher) retired
after 20 years’ work teaching the violin,
coaching various ensembles and helping
with Symphony Orchestra, Philomusica
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and String Orchestra. We thank her for her
dedication and enthusiasm and wish her
well for the future.
Corrine Grimes has been an outstanding Prep
School teacher for 17 years. During her time
at HABS Miss Grimes encouraged hundreds
of boys to share her passion for History,
making it one of the most popular subjects
on both the Pre-Prep and Prep School
curriculum. She was a meticulous organiser
and prepared hundreds of Prep boys for
their transition to the Main School. The fact
that so many of her former pupils remain in
regular contact with her is a testament to her
dedication and popularity. She will certainly
be missed but we wish her a wonderful
retirement, which she richly deserves.
Sam Yu from IT has been a joy to work with.
We will miss his friendship, his idiosyncratic
style and his support, particularly with those
boys finding computing a challenge. The
boys will have their own memories of him,
whether it is of playing Chinese chess or
being in the Panda group. Sam is off to
Canada and will no doubt be making the
most of his free time. We wish him the best
for the future.
Peter Spence left us after nearly nine years
of dedicated service to enjoy his welldeserved retirement. As Finance Manager,
Peter has introduced many important
initiatives over the years and assisted in
building the school’s financial strength. He
has also taken the opportunity to engage
in wider school life, supporting the many
charitable events.
Andrew O’Sullivan leaves the English
department after seven years of sterling
service. During his time he organised novelwriting competitions, LitSoc, poetry readings
and edited Scribe. His many extra-curricular
contributions will be much missed. Andrew
leaves us to take up a richly deserved
promotion to Deputy Head of English at
Chesham Grammar School.
Zola Okpara moved on to study for a PGCE
and Masters in Primary Education at Hughes

Hall, Cambridge, after nearly seven years’
sterling work in the Foundation Office. She
has also taken the opportunity to engage
in wider school life, supporting the many
charitable events. We thank her for her hard
work and dedication, and wish her well for
the future.
Eva Childerstone joined us as our German
Assistant in 2009 and quickly became
indispensable. In her primary role she
became particularly effective in improving
boys’ oral fluency in German and preparing
them for the ever-changing requirements of
the public exams. She has been at various
times a classroom teacher of both French
and German: her contribution here has been
notable not only for her high expectations of
her pupils but also for her willingness to take
on these extra responsibilities, sometimes
at short notice. She will be much missed by
pupils and colleagues alike, and we wish her
an enjoyable retirement.
Rev Jan Goodair joined HABS in September
2010 and, without doubt, has been a truly
outstanding member of the T&P department
and School Chaplain. Hugely popular, she
has combined a sharp theological mind with
a deep humanity that will leave an enduring
legacy in the lives and minds of both staff
and students. Her wisdom, integrity and
humility, together with her fantastic sense
of humour, have made her a wonderful
colleague and an outstanding teacher. Of
particular significance has been her coauthorship of the HABS Values statement
and her wonderful assemblies each week.
Boys and staff alike will miss her warmth in
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her pastoral role and her moral leadership.
She will be sorely missed, but our loss is
the enormous gain of Pocklington School in
Yorkshire where she is moving to, in order to
be nearer to her family.
Nick Hamshaw joined HABS in 2010 as Head
of Mathematics, quickly making the role his
own. Boys and staff alike have benefited from
his considerable mathematical prowess and
his good humour, as well as his in-depth
knowledge of the workings of different exam
boards. Although sad to see his departure
from HABS, we are glad that Mr Hamshaw
is not moving far, as he has earned a welldeserved promotion to become Deputy Head
(Academic) at St Albans High School for Girls.
Hamish Haldane joined HABS in September
2010 and left us to take up a position at
Harrow School at the end of the Autumn
Term. He made a valuable and wide-ranging
contribution to school life. His passion
and skill as a teacher of French and Italian
inspired boys across the entire age range.
He was also highly effective in his pastoral
role, initially as a popular form tutor and
more recently as Deputy Housemaster of
Russells. He somehow found time to offer
his skills as a stalwart of the CCF Army
Section and as a hockey coach. Consistently
popular with his pupils, Hamish was
also much admired and respected by his
colleagues – whom he served as Common
Room Secretary for two years. Our loss is
Harrow’s gain!
Sylvie Koestle-Cate leaves us to join Latymer
School as Head of Economics. Students
and colleagues will miss her unique style and
sense of humour. Over the years she has
introduced new ideas to the department and
boys have particularly appreciated her interest
in re-thinking economics and applying new
solutions to social problems. We wish her
every success in her new position.
Spencer Pinkus departed from English after
four years. A trained barrister seeking a
career change, he utilised his courtroom
skills in the classroom and has also been
invaluable in steering prospective law
undergraduates through the UCAS system.
He leaves to take up an English teaching

post at Mill Hill School.
Ludmila Iakobachvilli joined us three years
ago to see a group of boys through to their
GCSE in Russian after the departure of
their previous teacher. The fact that she
remained here two years after they sat
those GCSEs is testament to the impact she
had: not only are three of that cohort sitting
their Russian A Levels this year, all three
of them are bound for university courses
in the language. We wish her all the best in
her future endeavours.
Joshua Bronson joined HABS in September
2013 and has brought a great deal to the
T&P department during his two years at the
school. His relaxed manner and winsome
style, as well as his own engagement with
his subjects and his creative flair with ICT,
have meant that students have warmed to
him. Nowhere has his positive relationship
with the boys been more clearly in evidence
than in the two superb editions of the T&P
journal, Veritas, which he has co-ordinated
and edited. He left us to move with his
family back to his wife’s homeland of
Sweden, where he will pursue his academic
career in philosophy.
Ellie Lemoine left us at the end of the term to
take up her new post as Teacher of Geography
at Merchant Taylors’ School. Over the past
two years, Ellie has been instrumental in
inspiring boys to enjoy Geography and choose
it at GCSE and A Level. She re-branded the
HABS Geographical magazine, making it
academically challenging and visually exciting.
Ellie’s professionalism, sense of humour and
positive demeanour will be missed and we
wish her well in her new post.
Charlie Morris (Music Assistant) left after
one year to take up a teaching post at Bristol
Grammar School. We thank him for his
contribution throughout the year and wish
him well for the future.
We also send our warmest wishes to Ian
Phillips, ICT Director, as he takes sabbatical
leave from October to December 2015,
where he will be teaching ICT in the USA.
In happy news, several members of staff
became parents for the first time. Head of

Geography James Bown
had a baby girl, Eva Mae Bown, on 12th
October 2014 while Calverts Housemaster
Richard Amlot also had a baby girl,
Penelope (Poppy for short) Louise Amlot,
who was born on the 27th July. Strouts
Deputy Housemaster and PE teacher Al
Metcalfe had a baby boy, Otto, on the 23rd
October.
In the Music School, flute teacher
Stephanie Core had a baby boy over the
summer and piano teacher Thomas Taylor
got married. Head of Music Christopher
Muhley became a grandfather for the first
time, to Isabella, in October.
Several members of the Common Room,
under the inspiring leadership of Tom
Hardman, spent two weekends – one in the
summer and one in early autumn – climbing
up some demanding Welsh mountains. On
both occasions, the weather was beautiful
and all the staff excelled themselves in
dogged determination.
In other endurance feats, Tom Hardman
(again!), Richard Thompson, James Teague
and Gordon Hobbs completed the Wiggle
Chilterns 100 Sportive, cycling a very
impressive 80 miles each.
We finished the summer term with our third
annual staff boat party on the Thames.
Unfortunately, the event coincided with
a London Underground staff strike but,
fortunately, everyone who had bought
tickets were able to make it. The balmy
weather meant no jackets were required as
we toasted the end of the year in customary
style. The departing Andrew Keenleyside
won the best fancy dress costume for his
Elvis outfit, although special mention must
go to Al Metcalfe for his Woody from Toy
Story get-up. Many thanks must go to all
on the committee for organising the event
again, especially Al Metcalfe, Jane Robson
and Rob Oldfield.
All that is left is to wish the new staff joining
the school this year a happy and fulfilling
start to life at HABS.
E Simons
Common Room Secretary
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Andrew Keenleyside aka AK
Andrew is and will continue
to be a natural teacher.
He has the ability to
communicate to an
audience and to draw them
in and engage with them
on a wide variety of topics.
His knowledge and love
of Art have entertained
a generation of students
and colleges alike.
Andrew arrived at HABS
to teach Art in 1981 after
a short spell at Verulam
School, after gaining his
Degree from Deluxe. He
was appointed as the
Head of Art in 1984 and
has taught Fine Art,
Lens Art, Etching and
just about every other
discipline ever since.
You only have to walk
around the school and surrounding campus to
see what effect Andrew has had on so many students, parents
and staff. What other school can you see an Andy Warholinspired cow?
Along with teaching Art, he ran the under 16 A team Hockey for
more than 30 years, instilling in many boys a love for the game
that still runs true to this day. He has been Steve Lowe’s right
hand man on Athletics, taking his team to many county, regional
and national finals. Frequently guiding them to medal places,
Andrew believed in teaching outside of the class room and so
ran, on average, three school trips every year he was here. That
equates to roughly 100 residential trips during his life at HABS,
(nearly two extra years of teaching). These included art trips
to New York, Paris, Madrid and Rome, ski trips to Europe and
America, athletic trips to Lanzarote plus numerous trips to art
galleries in and around London.
On top of all this, Andrew has continued to play Hockey outside of
school for St Albans, now playing in their Vets team. In 2010 he
had the honour of representing the UK at the Vets World

Championship held in Singapore, where the team was
successful in winning the Gold Medal. There cannot be many
teachers who can claim to have won a gold medal representing
their country.
He has been the consummate professional teacher, guiding
countless students through their GCSE and A level art. Opening
their eyes to the world of paintings, sculpture and photography,
he has also offered many extra-curricular activities. During
his retirement speech, Andrew told us about the painting that
inspired him to become an artist and teacher. It was ‘The Fighting
Tameraire’, by JMW Turner, painted in 1838. As usual with
Andrew, once he had his audience, he drew us in and led us
through not only the painting, but the story behind the painting,
even introducing a video from James Bond 007. By the time he
was finished, even I wanted to buy a print and hang it on my
wall. This is the passion that he exudes when he talks about his
favourite subject.
We lose not only a gentleman but a true friend to all here at HABS.
He has that wonderful ability to listen without judging and give
advice without leading. He leaves HABS to enjoy his art studio at
home, to travel both home and abroad, to play hockey and golf and
perhaps, to have just a little time to sit and relax.
P Dathan
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Founder’s Celebration of the Class of 2015

A celebratory evening took place towards
the end of the summer term to mark the
completion of study by our U6 boys.
The boys and their families attended in great
numbers for emotional House farewells,
drinks and canapés on the Croquet Lawn,
followed by speeches and prize-giving in the
Bourne Hall.
Guest speaker Dr Rasheed Zakaria OH,
neurosurgeon and former School Captain,

imparted wise words to the boys, drawing
from his own experiences in a humorous
and motivational speech. The departing
School Captain, Marcus Rapacioli, offered
the vote of thanks and spoke eloquently
about the journey he has embarked on while
at HABS.

philanthropy in the history of the School
and of course encouraging all involved
to keep in touch. Prizes were awarded
to the leaving pupils by the Headmaster
as the boys continued celebrating their
successes and achievements with family,
friends and teachers.

Mr Roger Llewellyn OH, Director of
Foundation, provided the final farewell,
reminding all of the importance of

J Suchak

Matt Lucas OH films at school
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OH and comedian Matt Lucas returned to the School in May 2015
for the filming of Julia Zemiro’s ‘Home Delivery’, a show on the
Australian TV network ABC.

film shoot, Matt toured the school grounds, visiting Aldenham
House once again and some of his most memorable classrooms,
notably the Drama Studio where he relived many a happy hour.

This documentary covered specific parts of Matt’s childhood, and
in particular featured his time spent at Haberdashers.’ During the

R Llewellyn
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The Smallpeice Trust STEM competition
Thanks to a recent donation from OH Stefan Tietz, on 17th June
more than 50 Y9 pupils took part in a Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) competition.
The boys worked in teams to design and build model wind
turbines. The competition was held and judged by representatives
of The Smallpeice Trust, an independent charity providing exciting

programmes aimed at promoting engineering careers to young
people. The boys enjoyed the opportunity to combine their
theoretical knowledge with the practical side, while also developing
teamworking, communication and presentation skills in the process.
J Suchak

Reunion of ‘The Removal Men’
In April, the Old Haberdashers who transitioned with the School on
its relocation in 1961 attended a reunion in London.
Why are they called the ‘Removal Men’? The Headmaster, Tom
Taylor, had called for Senior School help with the mammoth
move during the summer holidays of 1961 and, to his delight,
many answered that call. Open trucks and removal wagons of
all sizes were employed at the time as both 5th and 6th formers
accompanied the professional workforce to the green pastures of

Elstree.This reunion has been growing steadily over the years and
all were welcome. Several attendees travelled from as far afield as
Dorset and Devon, such is the desire to meet up again with faces
from more than 50 years ago.
The chosen venue, The Ambassadors Bloomsbury Hotel on
Upper Woburn Place, was once again a splendid choice as their
hospitality is always so much appreciated.
R Llewellyn
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OH Dick Harrold at helm of Remembrance Tribute
During the Remembrance service of
November 2014, 888,246 ceramic poppies
were planted in the moat of the Tower of
London. The centrepiece “Blood-Swept
Lands and Seas of Red”, designed by
artists Paul Cummins and Tom Piper,
powerfully commemorated the British
and colonial service personnel who lost
their lives in World War One. At the
forefront of the installation’s planning and
organisation was OH Colonel Dick Harrold
OBE, Resident Governor of the Tower of
London.
Fascinated by the military services
throughout his adolescence Harrold left the
school’s CCF Army section for Sandhurst in
1974, an unusual deviation from the usual
university path most of his peers undertook.
Shaped by his time in Sandhurst, Harrold,
a newly commissioned officer, joined the
Royal Anglian Regiment and landed in West
Belfast. His 30-year career in the Armed
Forces encompassed the regular bombings
and shootings of the 1970s, the IRA hunger

strikes and riots of 1981 and the lead up to
the 1999 Good Friday peace agreement by
which time Harrold was in command of his
regiment’s 1st Battalion consisting of 500
soldiers.
After a brief hiatus from his regular Army
duty, Harrold found a job with Historic
Royal Palaces (HRP), later securing his
post in charge of the Tower of London
and Banqueting House in Whitehall. HRP
receives no public funding which means
that sites such as the Tower of the London
rely on visitors, events, retail activities
and corporate sponsorships for their
maintenance. The three million paying
visitors the Tower of London receives each
year were therefore vitally important in
bringing about the organisation of the 2014
Remembrance installation. Harrold was
therefore taken aback by the scale of public
response due to initial logistical concerns.
The installation generated such interest
and acclaim that over four million visitors

Solai Woodland Trail
Aldenham House was once the seat of Vicary Gibbs, a
wealthy financier and avid plant collector who amassed a
larger collection of Chinese flora than the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew. Gibbs never married and most of the plant
collection was auctioned on his death in 1932, as were
the house and gardens. Now, Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’
School sits within the Aldenham House Park, which is a
designated Garden of Special Historical Interest. Today, there
is still evidence of the garden collections with several alien
species of shrubs in the woods and at least 58 specimen
trees around the site.
As part of a wider management plan for the School’s
outside spaces, and through the generous philanthropy of
one particular donor, the School has been able to work with
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust to create a dedicated
woodland trail highlighting the range of habitats found at
Haberdashers’. The Solai Woodland Trail takes the form of a
natural but reasonably all-weather path that meanders through
the woods with a number of waypoints, each highlighting an
ecological feature of the trail. There will also be a number of seats
sited strategically around the trail where it will be possible to sit and
enjoy the habitats and their associated wildlife.
The design and route of the trail has been created through
consultation with staff from both the Preparatory and Main School,
and it is an aspiration that the Woodland Trail may be offered to
other schools and community groups in the area as an educational
resource.
R Llewellyn
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were drawn to see the spectacle, leading
to problems of traffic congestion and
concern over health and safety in the area.
This unique remembrance installation also
became the focal point for more than 44
VIP visitors, with visits from Her Majesty
the Queen and Prince Philip planned long
in advance. Photographs of VIPs such
as Prince William, Princess Catherine
and Prince Harry within the poppy field
became the most memorable images of
the remembrance service. Large crowds
also came for the acts of remembrance
each evening, making the iconic installation
integral to the widened outreach of the
service.
Harrold’s whole experience at the Tower has
been a delightful surprise later saying “There
was a level of emotional involvement we had
never experienced before.”
Saurav Karia, U6
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Rohan Patel:
Our Memories
pretending to have an injury so he could skip
the lunch queue. When Rohan joined in Y9,
I realised quickly I had met a special friend
for life and I learnt a lot of qualities that
make me a more thankful person today.”
Kabir Kapoor 11R2:

Rohan Patel
22.04.2000 – 17.10.2015
During the October half-term, Rohan
Patel, 11C1, passed away suddenly and
unexpectedly while on a school French
exchange trip to Aix-en-Provence. This
tragic event has touched all of the HABS’
community, staff and pupils alike. Here,
some of Rohan’s friends share their
personal memories of him…
Rishi Nainani, 11H1:
“Rohan was one of my best friends and a
massive part of my life. He was one of the
few people I know that everybody liked,
respected and appreciated. He was the life
and joy of our group. Rohan achieved a lot
in his time here, from being a key member
for the HABS cricket team to being excellent
in all his academic subjects. The memories
I will always keep are the times he stayed
up late on Skype to help me with my Maths
homework or keeping me company after
school while I tried to find my lost glasses.
One of the best qualities Rohan had was
that he did not let shyness hold him back,
whether it was captaining a school team or
‘wing-manning’ when trying to approach
girls. He could also be slightly mischievous,

“Rohan was probably one of the funniest
guys I knew: no matter what, he always
seemed to make our group laugh. But
he was also a hard working student who
always wanted to impress the teachers. One
of the most impressive attributes Rohan
had was that he was always ready to tackle
a challenge, from trying to get a century in
cricket to attempting to impress a girl. One
day in the summer, a few of us stayed over
at his house after a party, when his dad
woke us up early in the morning holding an
Amazon box which had just arrived. The
box contained games Rohan had planned
to play with us when we were staying over,
but it had unfortunately arrived too late. We
were all touched with how thoughtful he
was. When he left on the French Exchange,
I managed to say goodbye, but I was
oblivious to the fact that it was going to be
the last goodbye. It’s still a struggle to deal
with such a loss but my thoughts are with
his family.”
Hannah Freeman, Haberdashers’ Girls:
“Rohan and I only became close in the last
few months of his life, and I feel honoured
and blessed to have known him. We spoke
every day and always looked out for each
other. He was kind, generous and always
happy, never failing to put a smile on my
face. I will never forget him.”

music, arguing over the best artists, or
when we would play basketball together in
school. One of the best things about him
was his fearlessness. When he was forced
to play in the Inter-house Rugby in Year
10, he was absolutely terrified. I remember
winding him up about how scary it was
before the game and, when the ball came
towards him in the actual game, he cried
out and dropped it instantly. Despite this,
he carried on and even tried to distract me
when I played against him. His easy-going
nature and light-heartedness made him such
a special person and an incredible friend.”
Rushil Raga, 11J1:
“I had known Rohan since Reception and
he was the most fun, energetic person I
have ever known. I sat next to him in French,
Chemistry and Biology. We were always
getting told off for having too much fun
but yet he made me look forward to those
lessons and helped me progress in those
subjects. Now these lessons are dull as if
the lights are permanently turned off. My
thoughts are with his family and everyone
who cared about him; we all truly miss him.”
Salman Dhalla, 11R1:
“Rohan was a funny, enthusiastic and
ambitious person. He was in my Biology
and Maths classes and always had a strong
presence. He never failed to make everybody
laugh and he always made the class a lively
and enjoyable place to be. ‘Sadly missed
along life’s way, quietly remembered every
day. No longer in our life to share, but in our
hearts, you’re always there.’ Rohan is gone
but will never be forgotten.”

Joshua Djaba, 11S2:
“Rohan was one
of my best friends
and words cannot
describe just how
much I’ll miss him.
If there was ever
anyone who could
cheer you up or
lighten the mood, it
was Rohan. I’ll never
forget the times we
would sit in silence
sharing in the same
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Qasim Hasan, 11M2:

Nikita Sarkas 11H2:

Tejan Patel, 11M1

“Rohan was an amazing friend; one whom I
could rely on for anything, someone I knew
who would always be there for me. One
memory particularly sticks out for me. In
English class this year, before the lesson
began, I was messing about, trying to empty
my water bottle on him. When the teacher
came in, he tried to take the blame for the
trouble, even though it was my fault. I will
forever cherish the precious moments I
had with him. Rest in peace, Rohan, an
irreplaceable, amazing friend.”

“The sudden and tragic loss of Rohan left a
massive gap in all our lives. Rohan’s caring,
positive character and sense of humour will
stay with us forever. There was never a time
when I found Rohan to be down and I hope
that we can respect his passing in a positive
light, looking back at all he has accomplished,
the friends he had made and the memories he
formed in the minds of all of us.”

“I met Rohan in Year 9 when he first joined
HABS. Not only was he a fun person to be
around but he had the kindest heart which
is why I could always talk to him. He was
the funniest person I had ever met; his
jokes always made me laugh. I will never
find someone like you again, so happy, so
motivating, in the good times and the bad.
You could always make me smile and you
were always there to support me whenever I
was down. I will always remember you.”

Faridah Otulana, Haberdashers’ Girls:
“Rohan and I used to get the coach together
and he made every journey enjoyable
with his smiley face and spontaneous rap
sessions. My favourite memory was when
he asked me for £1 so he could buy a
McFlurry and so I gave it to him, expecting
to never be repaid. But the first thing the next
morning I received the £1. He demanded I
take the money back (despite my refusal)
and it escalated into us having a debate on
who was the most charitable person. He
was an amazing person and I do not think
that I will have another friend like him.”
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Sajan Shah, 11S1:
“Rohan was one of my best friends for 11
years. Whenever I was around Rohan, it was
impossible to be upset, whether this was on
the coach, in lessons, or out of school. I will
remember his kindness and humour forever,
whether it was helping carrying our skis on
the Ski Trip or helping us with homework. It
was these small things that made him a great
friend and one of the kindest people I know.”
Ricky Thake, 11C1:
“Rohan was a lively member of our form
and his presence is truly missed. Whether
it was at 8:40 in the morning or playing
football at lunchtime, Rohan always lifted
the atmosphere and always made
everyone laugh.”

Arun Ray, 11H1:
“The fondest memories I have of Rohan
were on the school ski trip. He could
effortlessly glide down the mountain leaving
everyone else in the wake of his orange
jacket and he tried to chat up the French
girls on the chair-lifts using his (limited)
knowledge of French! I will treasure now the
endless selfies I have of him when the flight
we were on was delayed by 10 hours. He
was genuinely hilarious and we all loved him
so much.”

