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Today’s discussion… 

2

• Types of colleges

• Cost of attending college 

• Applying for financial aid 

• FREE college planning resources 



Public Colleges and Universities

• Established and funded by state governments.

• Supported by taxes paid by the citizens of the state.

• 4-Year Programs

• Graduate Programs

• Not for profit

• Examples in Texas:
• University of Texas (system)
• Sam Houston State University
• Lamar University
• Texas A&M University (system)



Private Colleges and Universities

• Supported by student tuition and fees 
and by private donors

• Offer financial aid to support student 
cost of attendance (COA)

• Not for profit

Examples in Texas:
• Rice University

• Baylor University

• Houston Baptist University

• Jarvis Christian College



Two - year program – Community College



For-profit



Investing in your child’s future

College is an investment – certificate, associates, bachelor’s

• Investment of time – mostly your child’s
• Investment of money – personal savings and financial aid



What’s college worth?What’s college worth?



Tuition calculators 

Check for Guaranteed 
tuition plans

• Household income

• Priority deadlines for 
admission and FAFSA



Cost comparison

Sector
Annual Tuition 

and Fees 
Books and 

Supplies
Room and 

Board
Transportation

Other 
Expenses

Total Expenses

Two-Year Public

Commuter $1,998 $1,270 $7,466 $1,708 $2,225 $14,667

Four-Year Public

In-state, on-
campus

$8,893 $1,207 $9,498 $1,123 $2,105 $22,826

Out-of-
State, on-
campus

$22,203 $1,207 $9,498 $1,123 $2,105 $36,136

Four-Year Private

On-campus $30,094 $1,590 $10,823 $990 $1,590 $44,750



College comparisons

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Financial Aid Myths

• College is too expensive

• Only the smartest students receive financial aid

• Only students with high financial need receive aid

• My parents make too much money

• The form is too hard to fill out

• The FAFSA is only for grants & scholarships

• I only have to complete the FAFSA one time

• The estimated family contribution (EFC) number is the amount I will have 
to pay



Complete only one application 

FAFSA- Free Application for Federal Student Aid

vs

TASFA- Texas Application for State Financial Aid 



Who completes the FAFSA?

• U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident

• High school graduate or college student

• Eligible degree or certificate program

• Valid social security number

• Males registered for selective service

• Satisfactory academic progress while in college/career school



FAFSA - Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid

• FAFSA opens 
October 1

• For the 2020-2021 
school year, need 
2018 tax returns

• fafsa.ed.gov

• Estimate aid:
fafsa4caster



First step for FAFSA …FSA ID

Create a FSA ID:

• What is the FSA ID?
• Username & password that you must use 

to log into certain U.S. Department of 
Education (ED) websites

• Create one for you AND one for at least 
one of your parent(s)

• What do you need to create your FSA 
ID?
• Your social security #
• Your full name
• Your date of birth
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm


Who completes the TASFA? 

For undocumented students ONLY
• An application used by financial aid 

administrators at most Texas colleges and 
universities to determine a student’s 
eligibility for state financial aid

• Where do you get it? 
• www.collegeforalltexans.com

• What does it look like? 

• TASFA Process 

http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/


Affidavit to qualify for in-state 
or in-district tuition

• Need type of ID to complete

• Must be notarized

• You must submit a copy to every 
school you have applied.

• Some schools require it every year a 
TASFA is submitted

• Form may go to:
• Admissions

• Financial aid

• Business office/Bursar



TASFA  checklist

Students must submit the following information to EACH 
college/university:

1. TASFA applicaton

2. Affidavit

3. TAX Transcript-2017 (Parents and yours if you filed)

4. Selective Service Card (for Males ONLY)

5. Final High School Transcript (for Incoming Freshman)



TASFA process

Sign, scan & email to financial aid 
office along with tax transcripts (if 

filed), selective service info & 
affidavit.  Also drop off a hard copy to 

financial aid office. 

Financial aid office manually 
enters in TASFA information 

and computes EFC for 
student.

Financial aid office awards student only Texas $ (TEOG, 
TPEG, TEG, Texas Work Study, CAL, Private Loan)



What happens next? 

• Each college you are admitted to will receive your information from 
FSA; process your TASFA. You must contact the Financial Aid office at 
your school to see how much $ you will receive from them, as all 
schools do not send award letters .

• You must accept/decline each type of aid offered

• Once you decide which school you’re attending:
• Keep in touch with the financial aid office

• Find out when & how you will receive your aid



Sources of financial aid

The U.S. Government

Your State -- Texas

Your College or University

Private Organizations



Types of financial aid

Scholarships

Federal and State Grants

Federal and State Work-Study

Loans: Subsidized and Unsubsidized Loans

PLUS Loans ****

Private Loans



Types of financial aid

 Scholarships

 Grants

 Work-Study

 Loans

Gift Aid

Self-help Options



Calculating financial need

• Cost of Attendance

• Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC) 

• Financial Aid Award Package

• Project GRAD advisors are 
available to help you understand 
award letters.



Cost of attendance

Item Description

Tuition The cost of taking courses. Course costs 

vary by school.

Room and board Lodging and food costs vary by school.

Books and school 

supplies

Books can be expensive. School supplies 

include

•book bags;

•notebooks;

•pens and pencils;

•paper and computer paper; and

•desk accessories such as folders, trays, 

and pen holders.

Fees Fees depend upon your school. Examples 

include activity fees and parking decal fees. 

Schools can provide a list of fees.

Equipment and 

room materials

This category might include

•a computer and printer;

•reading lamps;

•a microwave and refrigerator; and

•sheets, towels, etc.

Travel and 

miscellaneous 

expenses

•If you commute to school, include 

transportation costs.

•If you live on campus, include travel during 

school breaks.

•You may also want to include clothing and 

mobile phone costs.



Expected family contribution 
(EFC)

• Information you reported on your FAFSA is used to 
calculate the EFC. 

• Is not the amount of money your family will have to pay 
for college.

• Number used by Financial Aid Office to calculate how 
much “need-based” financial aid you are eligible to receive. 



Sample award letter



Student Friendly Loan Terms

• Student Friendly Terms:

• Grace Period – Repayment of Federal Direct Student Loans begins 6 
months after the student leaves college.

• Forbearance – under specific circumstances, students can apply to have 
their loan payments delayed even longer

• Deferment - .Repayment may be deferred for reasons of 
unemployment, in-school, economic hardship, military service, 

• Forgiveness – Student loans may not have to be repaid if your child 
works for certain organizations after graduation or pursues a career in 
certain professions.  



Financial Aid 
Information Resources

• Search online for scholarship opportunities

• www.StudentAid.gov

• www.collegeforalltexans.com

• www.projectgradhouston.org

• cafécollege Houston

• GRADcafé

http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.projectgradhouston.org/


projectgradhouston.org

1. In the red banner at the top is a 
“Student” tab.  Click.

2. Find “Explore Resources for 
College Readiness.” 

3. Scholarship searches
1. High school students

2. College students
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1050 Quitman
Houston, TX 77009

832-393-1737
cafecollegehouston.org

909 Decker Dr. 
Baytown, TX 77520

281-425-6804
gradcafe.org

cafecollegehouston.org
gradcafe.org


Questions?

Ramiro Fonseca
rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org

832-325-0350

www.gradcafe.org

mailto:rfonseca@projectgradhouston.org

