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Kindergarten 
Fairy tales, nursery rhymes and poetry in February, what could be better?!!            
Kindergarteners will be listening to and acting out our fairy tales this month. Their              
weekly share will be to memorize and recite a nursery rhyme for the class. They               
will also be trying their hand at writing some of their own poetry! Last but not least,                 
Kindergarteners will chime in on the saying “Fairy tales do come true!” What do              
you think? 

First Grade 
First grade is having fun with Winter Activities this month! It is so exciting to be able to share                   
this experience with each other and play & learn outside of school. We’ve got a large number                 
of students who are trying new things this year and I am so proud of their perseverance and                  
positive attitudes. In the classroom this month, we are embarking on our big informational              
writing unit. The students are researching a winter animal, writing their own book, and creating               
a model of their animal. It’s a lot of work to go from the research phase to writing and                   
publishing! The hope is that their final product will be showcased to families before Winter               
Break in February. I know that they are up for the work! Stay tuned for more adventures from                  
the First Grade! 

Second Grade 
Second graders are beginning a unit on Fairy Tales. We will be reading many traditional fairy                
tales including several different versions of Cinderella from all over the world. We have              
learned that fairy tales have similar elements including royalty, magic, and the use of 3. They                
often begin with “Once upon a time” and end with “...happily ever            
after.” We will also learn about fractured fairy tales. This is when the             
author takes a familiar tale and changes point of view, characters, or            
events slightly and incorporates humor. We will be writing our own           
stories and trying our best to include some of the traditional fairy tale             
elements. We will also be learning about other types of folktales           
including fables and legends. Fables are always fun for kids and           
teachers alike, especially because they have talking animal characters         
who always learn a valuable lesson. Legends are interesting simply          
because they share an idea about how something in our world came            
to be. 
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Third Grade 

The Third Grade has been studying how animals survive in winter. Through a partnership with               
the Lamoille County Conservation District (LCCD), our students have been able to get outside              
and look for evidence firsthand. LCCD provides a “variety of explorations, minds-on and             
hands-on discoveries, and opportunities to get muddy, wet, and be in the ultimate play station               
of nature.” Third graders have been enjoying these lessons.  

Our winter animal studies continue with an exploration of the fur kit from the Vermont Fish and                 
Game Department. This month we will also begin our study of the Iditarod and the Arctic. The                 
Last Great Race on Earth begins the first Saturday in March. You may want to watch the                 
highlights on iditarod.com. We will have a schoolwide Iditarod study the week before February              
break.  

If third graders still have the shoebox from their Character          
Suitcase project, now is the time to dust it off and decorate it.             
Our annual Valentine mailbox competition will be held on Feb.          
14th. Prizes will be awarded in four categories including most          
creative/artistic, most original, funniest, and most elegant. Happy        
Valentine’s Day to all! 

Fourth Grade 
The New Year is treating us well! 4th graders have just completed            
their exploration of fractions and decimals and are getting into          
measurement and the standard algorithm for addition and subtraction         
with multi-digit numbers. In science we are learning about energy.          
Recently, we were treated to a workshop by the Vermont Energy           
Education Program. Students worked their way through centers trying         
to determine an answer to how a lamp is able to turn on. It was a                
fantastic learning experience! Currently, we are investigating the pros         
and cons of using a variety of energy resources. We are focusing on non-fiction text in literacy.                 
Students are working in small groups to read and learn about the different regions of the                
United States. In February, each group will create a presentation and teach their classmates              
about their learning. Our narrative writing unit is coming to a close. We sure do have a great                  
collection of personal and fictional stories! Hope your New Year is off to as great of a start as                   
ours! 
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Fifth Grade 
Welcome to February in the 5th grade! This month will be short, but busy. In literacy, we are                  
continuing to work on informational text skills through our unit on Native American cultures. Up               
next in science is our Earth’s Systems unit, which focuses on the four hemispheres and how                
they interact. Place value and decimal operations are the topics in math. In writing, we have                
been researching to prepare arguments for our persuasive writing pieces. The topic of our              
writing is whether or not chocolate milk should be served in schools. We’ve been learning how                
to read nutrition labels and discussing the health impacts of sugar as part of our research. Ask                 
your 5th grader what they think about this topic! 

Sixth Grade 
January and February are such great months for        
learning. This month students will begin developing       
arguments in writing. They will learn how to build an          
argument using facts. In reading, students will continue        
their study of poetry. They will learn how to summarize          
poetry, make inferences, determine the theme, and       
understand how the author's craft adds to the meaning         
of the poem. In mathematics, students will begin working         
with division of whole numbers and fractions, as well as operations           
with decimals. In science, we will be learning about the rock cycle            
and types of rocks. The class began their first Genius Hour project.            
Students identified a passion that they would like to learn more           
about and will be spending the month of February researching about           
their topic of choice.  

The 6th Grade will continue their fundraising efforts in the month of            
February. We will be selling raffle tickets for prizes. More          
information will come home soon. Thank you for your continued          
support!  
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Music 
We have been working hard this month to get ready for our Winter Art and Music Showcase on                  
January 30th. Students have been singing, playing instruments and dancing their best in class              
to put on an amazing show for you! 

After the showcase, K-2 Students will continue exploring music through the First Steps in              
Music and Folk Dancing curriculum. We will learn how to be tuneful, beautiful and artful               
through many songs, activities, and dances. K-2 classes will get to use more classroom              
instruments with their songs this semester, like Agogo bells, hand drums, and boomwhackers! 

Students in grades 3-4 will begin working on recorders.         
For 3rd grade, this will be their first experience with a           
wind instrument. For 4th grade, we will review what         
they learned last year, and build on their knowledge         
from there. I hope to have each grade playing multiple          
songs and playing in harmony by the end of our          
recorder unit! 

5th and 6th graders will begin their guitar unit. Students who have working acoustic guitars at                
home are encouraged to bring them to class on Wednesdays, with parent permission. We will               
learn many chords, picking and strumming techniques, and many songs in this unit. We will               
also explore the history of the instrument, famous players, and what makes their style of               
playing unique. 

Band, Chorus, and Color Guard will begin working on songs and routines for their spring               
performances. Band will participate in Itty Bitty Band Bonanza on April 9th at the Highland               
Center For The Arts and will join elementary bands from Lakeview, Woodbury and Hardwick              
there for a unique performance in a beautiful theatre. Fanfare, the Brass Trio from the VSO will                 
also be at this performance. In April, Band and Color Guard will begin rehearsals at Hardwick                
Elementary on Mondays after school to prepare for the Memorial Day Parade. More             
information will soon be sent home for that. 
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Visual Arts 

The start of visual arts for 2020 began with a brief lesson based on: “What could you do to                   
make your life better, or improve the world?” Students created drawings & graphics to get their                
message across. It’s encouraging to see the insight our youth has to be involved in our world. 

Grades 4&6 have been exploring Art History; learning        
about the Impressionist painters & the styles they        
used to create their art of the 1800’s. Students have          
been creating a layered painting using watercolors &        
acrylics. Throughout the process of “learning by       
doing”, they have come to realize how long it takes to           
paint a small picture with the use of tiny dots & small            
brush strokes (pointillism). It is apparent they’ve       
come to appreciate the time it took the artists of long           
ago to complete their masterpieces. 

Grade 3 has been brainstorming unique ideas to enter for the annual Casella Poster contest.               
They are excited and of course, have hopes of having their design chosen to be part of the                  
2021 calendar. 

Grades K,1,& 2 are busy designing a “Directed Drawing” of a “winter friend.” This challenge is                
completed using a step by step method. I draw with them on the classroom board. I hope you                  
got to see these “cool friends” at the winter arts showcase.  

Gr 2 has also shared some artistic methods they have learned through the “Art of Technology”,                
with Mr Greenia. It’s delightful to empower these young learners to “teach” me what they have                
learned about using technology tools to create art. They are practicing the art of pointillism on                
their touchscreen laptops using Google Canvas. 

We have amazing, fun, & creative kids here at WES! I am very proud of them & know you are                    
too! 

Keep Art in your Hearts! 

S.T.E.A.M. 
A lot of you may be wondering how to have your student access their work from home. A                  
Chromebook can be an easy way to make that happen. When a Chromebook first starts up                
and it asks for login information, have your child enter their username and remind them to add                 
“@ossu.org” after it. Then they just need to enter their password. Logging into their school               
account not only enables them to access their bookmarks and school files, but it also may                
provide you an extra sense of security because their account is monitored by our security               
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system. This security system not only includes moderate filtering but also a program called              
BARK! which notifies district staff if the students are accessing content which has been              
deemed dangerous or inappropriate for the school setting. Two notes about this...the first is              
that it is not a perfect system and should not be considered to replace active monitoring in the                  
home. Also, the system will not allow them to access much entertainment content such as               
many videos and games they may be used to. The nice thing is switching between accounts is                 
pretty simple, just sign out and sign in! 

Fourth through Sixth grade are working on their 3-D drafting and design units and will begin                
printing soon. The Third Grade is entering the world of computer programming and coding              
using Scratch; they will be learning logic and sequence all while making a video game! The                
Second Grade is continuing to polish their understanding of the full Google Suite and will begin                
some functional keyboarding & typing. The First Grade is about to begin a digital literacy unit                
that integrates safe and effective use of technology and a public service announcement.             
Finally, the Kindergarten is working on typing. What a world we live in now that teaching                
typing so early is necessary but by third grade students are expected to write papers and take                 
tests on computers. Preparing Wolcott’s students for the future is our goal here and effectively               
using technology as a tool is a critical component to that preparation. 

REACH AfterSchool 
The REACH after school program is happy to announce a great selection of programming in               
our upcoming session. Session 3 applications begin February 10th & Sessions begin March             
4th. Sign up today as space in some sessions is limited! 
 

● Tumbling 
● Pottery 
● Singing with John Gailmore 
● Watercolor Painting 
● String Arts--crocheting and knitting! 
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Name: Meagan Jolly 
Job at WES: Special 
Educator 

Qu: Tell us about your experience at       
WES. 
Ans: This is my first year at Wolcott        
Elementary and I’m loving it.  

Qu: Any Hobbies? 
Ans: I love anything outside. 

Qu: When did this occupation occur to you? 
Ans: I was riding my bike across the country when it hit me, I wanted to become a teacher, I                    
decided to become a teacher in 2004 when I got back from my 4,000 mile bike trip.  

Qu: Tell us something interesting about you. 
Ans: Before I was a teacher I was a biologist studying black bears in Maine. Also, my husband                  
and I did a 4,000 mile bike ride from Washington state to Maine, where I grew up. 

 

Name: Sally Gardener 
Job: Community Librarian 
Qu: How long have you been working at WES? 
Ans:: 36 years 

Qu: Tell us your experience at WES. 
Ans::It has been Awesome I love the community and the people, 
especially the students at WES! 

Qu: What are your favorite hobbies outside of school? 
Ans: Reading. 

Qu: What’s your favorite children's book? 
Ans: Jane Eyre 

Qu: When did you know you wanted to be a librarian, and why? 
Ans: I was 16 and taking a journalism class at my highschool. I was good at writing and loved 
to read I also volunteered at the library.That's when it clicked. 

Interesting Facts About Sally! 
Ans:: I am super knowledgeable about  music. It would be difficult to stump her! 
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