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Speech Day
2019
With the weather again set fair for
the college’s annual prize giving
ceremony, this year’s speech day
followed the familiar theme
established three years’ ago with
the Saturday morning awards’
ceremony, a splendid outdoor
lunch, the leavers’ XI against an
Old Boys’ XI, high tea and then a
party to round off the day.
There was much to celebrate this
year, with many successes
highlighted by the Principal, Mr
Mike Oliver. His ‘state of the
union’ address pointed to
increased numbers on the roll, a
growing football academy,
academic success, new facilities
and much more besides.
‘AJ’ Okocha replied for the student
body, with a very fine speech
outlining what his time at the
college has meant to him. He
spoke maturely about his house
staff and teachers and praised the
school for putting in place an
ethos where
he has made
friends for life
and gained
entry to
university.

National Boarding Week
Celebrated
The college joined the Boarding Schools’ Association this year,
and has fully embraced its ethos and initiatives, made all the
more simple since they are so much in tune with our principles
for boarding.
During the course of the year, all the residential staff have
undertaken safeguarding training and boarding specific activities,
whilst Leo, our outstanding Head of Boarding & Pastoral Care,
completed the BSA’s certificate of professional development.
The college was delighted to welcome Robin Fletcher, the
association’s Chief Executive to look around the boarding
accommodation in March and our student council have strongly
promoted the national anti-bullying week and the national
boarding week.

ESFA & ISFA National
U16 Winners 2019

Academy Players’ Success
With expert coaching and plenty of opportunity to develop their
game whilst at school, it is no surprise to see more of the players
signing on with professional clubs after leaving us. In addition,
national honours are coming thick and fast, as we reported in the
last edition of ‘The Bugle’.
This term we have had news from around the world of former
academy players making their way in the professional game.
Baoxian ‘Baz’ Xie who
started his first CSL game
for Shenzhen vs Dalian this
season

Pablo Sáenz Ezquerra has
signed his first
professional contract for
CD Calahorra in Spain

‘Success’ playing for
Nigeria in the recent U20
world cup, and scoring in
the last 16 match against
Senegal

In what were an amazing few weeks for
the college, our U16 team reached two
national finals. Their first taste of success
came at the home of English football, St.
George’s Park. In what was billed a battle
of two strong footballing academies, we
played Buckswood School, winning 4-0.
The opposition started the game strongly
but defensively. Eventually the first goal
arrived and then another. With
Buckswood now having to chase the game
in order to stand any chance of winning,
gaps opened up and we scored two more
goals, making the game look comfortable.
After that first taste of victory, the boys
were hungry for more. They duly
obliged with a 4-2 victory at Manchester
City’s quite amazing training complex
with a 4-2 win against Our Lady’s
Royal Catholic High School. Oddly enough,
the closer score line does not reflect the
difference between the two teams. In this
final Brooke House were much the better
side.
The atmosphere in the stadium was
electric. For those unable to attend, the
live-streaming facility has now been
viewed by nearly 50,000 people.

Motorsport
News

The Motorsport academy, in partnership
with Arden Motorsport has seen Rito and
Nikolas both pass their karting licence
tests this term, with Nikolas going one
better and passing his ARDS F4 race
licence test as well. The intensive day of
testing at Silverstone was the latest step
for our budding ‘Lewis Hamilton’. Later
on in the year, he hopes to be able to
have his first official track run in the F4
car.
In the meantime, his Karting success
continues with the recent award of the
top novice trophy in round 6 of the karting
championship.

Careers and HE
Workshops
The school has continued to work hard with outside providers,
alumni and in-house staff to offer the pupils up-to-date
information on careers and university. With overseas university
places becoming more and more popular, it was really useful to
have David Hawkins bring along a team of admission tutors
from several US universities to explain the many opportunities
available.

university representatives from @ubishops @escpeurope
@hultbusinessschool @iebusiness @scaddotedu @smcvtalumni
& Sommet Education delivering workshops to our sixth form.

Key Stage 3 visit
Key Stage 3 pupils travelled to Stratford-Upon-Avon to visit
several properties linked to Shakespeare, and to attend an
educational talk based on the life and times of The Bard. They
visited Anne Hathaway's Cottage (Shakespeare's wife), The
Birth Place of Shakespeare and New Place, where he lived for
19 years upon his return to Stratford, from London.
The students enjoyed the interactive nature of the trip and got
very competitive with the quiz.

Intensive English Faculty experience
V & A Royal Exhibition
IE students were given a unique opportunity to mark the bicentenary of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert’s
births by visiting the V&A, the world’s leading museum of art and design. They explored how Prince Albert
championed and promoted the value of art and design through his vision for involvement with the V&A.
They admired the museum’s own ‘royal collection’ of objects given by Prince Albert and Queen Victoria in
the 1850s which were brought together for the first
Time in the exhibition, and were able to view
Queen Victoria’s stunning sapphire and diamond coronet.
The associated work which had to be completed on the day
enabled further progress to be made with the pupils’ spoken
and written English

New Academic Focus for Pre-Sessional
Pupils
CAMBRIDGE ENGLISH QUALIFICATIONS
On 8 June our Intensive English students went to Cambridge to take examinations in one of the Cambridge
English Qualifications. Our pre-intermediate students, most of whom were new to learning English at the
beginning of the 2018/2019 school year, took an A2 Key exam, formerly known as Cambridge English: Key (KET).
An A2 Key qualification is proof of students’ ability to use English to communicate in simple situations. This basiclevel qualification should give them the confidence to go on and study for higher-level exams such as B1
Preliminary and B2 First.
Our intermediate students took a B1 Preliminary exam, formerly known as Cambridge English: Preliminary (PET).
A B1 Preliminary qualification shows that students have mastered the basics of English and now have practical
language skills for everyday use. This exam is the logical step in their language learning journey between A2
Key and B2 First.
The new names of A2 Key and B1 Preliminary exams reflect Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR)
levels, an international standard which describes language ability on a six-point scale, from A1 for beginners, up
to C2 for those who have mastered the language. It is worth mentioning that A2 Key and B1 Preliminary exams
are compatible with other Cambridge qualifications such as IELTS. Thus, our pre-intermediate students who took
an A2 Key exam should be able to score 4.0 in their IELTS test, and our intermediate students who took a B1
Preliminary exam should be able to get 5.0.
In addition to the A2 Key and B1 Preliminary examinations, this year has seen greater attention to IELTS
preparation. Each term students have taken a full mock examination as opposed to separate, reading, writing,
listening and speaking examinations. This was to better-prepare our boys and girls for sitting the real IELTS
examination, which is of course so critical for some of our students in terms of gaining entry to a British
university.
Judging by the IELTS results gained so far this year, the extra practice seems to have worked, and is another
example of how the IE faculty is looking each academic year, for ways to improve the course for our many
overseas students.

Catering Focus

Leavers’ Dinner
The annual leavers’ dinner is a difficult event to sum up
in many ways because for some it marks the end of five
or more years of togetherness and community.
However, it also evokes plenty of happy memories and
cements those lasting friendships, which ‘AJ’ spoke of
so eloquently on ‘Speech Day’.

New Head Chef and Catering Manager Lee has
made a wonderful impact on the whole
community since his arrival this academic year.
With new menus and new facilities, the food
offering has never been better at the college.
With special event meals such as Chinese New
Year, Leavers’ Dinner and other social events,
Lee’s team have demonstrated that they can lay
on superb meals, of top restaurant standard, as
well as excellent quality day-to-day meals.
The next stage in the catering provision is to
focus specifically at developing the right
nutritional balance for the pupils in the football
academy, so that their performance will be
enhanced.

Practical Science leads to CPAC
Qualification
Emphasis on practical science as a part of their regular
A Level studies is adding much to the value of the
qualification. CPAC has now been up and running at
the college for two years and is enhancing laboratory
skills in readiness for science at university.
In these photographs, students in Biology carried out
dissections, to see the gas exchange systems in the
bugs. They also explored ethics and use of
specimens in the lab, learning the etiquette and due
care of handling biological samples

This year’s dinner was no exception, and was one of the
biggest ever, given how much the school has grown
over the past few years. The food was sumptuous and
the company first class. All who attended had stories to
tell of the many and varied experiences that had
befallen them over the years. It might have been that
time when you pulled the wool over the eyes of a
teacher, it could have been that moment when
something went perfectly, or horribly wrong. There
were also stories of overseas football trips, field
courses, tournaments won and much else besides.
One thing is certain, and that is this is a Brooke House
tradition that will always stand out as a highlight in
your final term with us.

Sports Day 2019
The culmination of the school year’s Wednesday sport
activity programme saw the non-footballers heading off
to Desborough Leisure Centre to compete in this annual
event.
Over the years, there have been the traditional school
sports day events and some extras as well; tug-of-war,
futsal, rounders, dodgeball, badminton and much else
besides. This year’s event was keenly contested over the
whole of the afternoon and the winners gladly accepted
their medals in celebration.

Partnerships growing across
the world
The Director of Partnerships is a new role at Brooke
House College, and is one which has allowed our
former senior teacher, Rachel Caine, to stretch her
wings and look for new opportunities for Brooke
House College around the globe. With Rachel’s
creative aptitude and her in-depth knowledge of the
college’s UFP structure, she has travelled far and
wide developing new relationships to the mutual
benefit of both sides.
With links established in Nigeria, Malaysia and
Bulgaria, Rachel has spent the first year in her new
role looking to build on the established partnerships
and to develop new ones. Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan,
South Africa and Bermuda are just some of the
countries she has visited so far. The new online UFP
courses are also being finalised by Rachel.

New STEM building
& Boarding House
The Directors have approved the development of the college’s first new STEM building, which will bring together
all of the existing science laboratories into one building as well as two IT suites. It is seen as a major development
in a core subject area for the future. The new facility will contain 6 laboratories, preparation room and will be
equipped with the latest interactive devices.
The Directors have also announced the development of London House, currently an O18 unit of accommodation,
into a new U18 supervised boarding house. The new facility will house 40 – 50 boarders and contain two purposebuilt resident tutor flats.
The building will contain a new games/meeting room, kitchen and washing machine areas as well as a mix of
shared rooms and single en-suite rooms. It too will give pupils access to the latest Wi-Fi technology for
independent research/study as well as recreational purposes.
This is another significant investment made by the Directors to ensure that the school will be able to meet the
rising demand for top academic facilities and boarding facilities, but will not see the college lose its key family feel
and small class sizes for teaching and learning.

Charity Efforts Grow
This year has seen the college pupils more prepared to help others less
fortunate than themselves, than ever before. The Student Council’s
main charity for the year has been a charity specialising is Dementia.
Events held throughout the year, such as cake stalls, quiz nights and
dances raised funds to help fight this awful disease of the 21 st century.
In addition to that key focus from the pupils, they have been collecting
for the Royal British Legion, raising funds for Aquaid – supplying clean
drinking water in Africa and they took part in the Rotary Club’s
‘Swimathon’. Not to be outdone by the pupils, our staff have been
heavily involved themselves. The ‘Comic Relief’ guess the best cake
competition led to a sweepstake in the Common Room raising funds
for the biennial ‘Red Nose day’ international event. Whilst many were
torn between the elegant Miss Scarlet, chic Berry Beret, and avantgarde Sweeten Mess, along with other delicious offerings, Miss
Anthoine immediately opted for the heavenly Mallow Meringue, which
won the day.

Activities
Action
With brighter days and better
weather, the running club has
gained in popularity this term.
The other activities on offer
continue to add to the boarding
experience for the non-footballers.

Pride of place however must go
to teacher Wiki Solly for not only
taking part in, but completing the
London Marathon in aid of the
MACS charity for those with sight
difficulties.
Well done Wiki, a tremendous
effort.

Summer School gears up for another year of fun and activity
Summer School kicked off on Sunday 30th June. We are looking forward to welcoming over 1,000 students, from
38 countries, for stays of between two and eight weeks. Whilst the focus is on preparing for their Trinity GESE or
Cambridge IELTS exams, there is still plenty of time to have fun and to see the United Kingdom. The students
will visit Cambridge, Oxford, London, Stratford, the Harry Potter Studio tours as well as having the opportunity
to undertake activity instruction in such areas as football, golf, rock climbing and horse riding.

