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Speech DayA great
success

A new format, wonderful weather
and Sir Edward Garnier
on hand to present the awards.
This year’s Speech day saw a
change from the structure it has
followed for some years. The
day was set fair with superb
weather and started with an
outstanding display of the art
work the pupils have produced
this year. Following on from
this, the academic awards were
handed out by our retiring MP,
Sir Edward Garnier QC, who
gave an address after presenting
the prizes, which emphasised
the value of a British Education
and which urged the boys and
girls to spread these values
throughout their own countries.
He ended his speech on a more
sombre note, encouraging the
pupils to think about the recent
terror attack in Manchester and
how they might use the

diversity they had experienced at Brooke House to ensure
such atrocities do not occur in the future. After a splendid
lunch, the college 1st XI played a select XI, raising funds
along the way for this year’s School Council Charity.
The high tea that followed was sumptuous and included
performances on the piano, violin and trumpet from our
newly formed music activity.
The evening event of a dance in the Three Swans Hotel
rounded off what had been an excellent day of celebration.

This school year has seen much
activity within Northampton House.
Many boys took part in the internal
house pool and chess competitions
whilst others chose to join in with
the town’s ‘Park Run’ events, in
Welland Park. As well as celebrating
other successes throughout the year,
the Summer Term barbecue was a
very pleasant afternoon to come
together and reminisce before many
of the boys departed after several
years spent together.

Northampton House News

The Marketing Team: Key to the college’s future
In the ever competitive market that is recruiting international students for British boarding schools,
Brooke House College’s marketing team, led by Director of Marketing Carolyn Blackshaw, has been
busier than ever this year. Trips to educational fairs, exhibitions and more focused presentations have
taken place across the globe. In doing so, it is always a pleasure to bump into former students, to catch
up with their news and even better, when they offer to help with the event. Equally, it is always nice to
be able to reciprocate the kind offers of help by being able to support our former pupils in their new
careers. Thus it was a particular pleasure for our Managing Director, Giles Williams, and the Football
Academy manager, Istvan Kislorincz to be able to watch and cheer on Nikolay Todorov when he
represented Bulgaria’s national U21s against Georgia in Sofia.

As well as Nikolay, Carolyn met up with Mark Tan, the Hong Kong national team captain, Rachel Caine
met with Bogi in Sofia and Istvan was supported by former pupils at the ‘Shuffle’ event in Nigeria,
which formed part of the football scholarship selection programme. In Tajikistan, Lindsay Webster
greatly enjoyed catching up with Khamza Abdurakhimov. Both are former graduates of Sheffield
university and Khamza outlined his work with the World Food Programme to Lindsay.

Didn’t we have a lovely
day, the day we went to
Hunstanton?

Activities galore as the
co-curricular
programme grows

The Intensive English Department, ever eager to
add to the experiences of their pupils, chose to
take the IE students to a traditional English
seaside town this term so that the boys and girls
could experience something uniquely English
and so that they could practise their new found
linguistic skills on the unsuspecting folk of
Norfolk.

The new weekly timetable, introduced this year
has not only improved the outlook within the
classroom, it has been able to add so much more
to the boarding experience. Director of Sport and
the Co-Curriculum, Jo Mobsby, has come up with
a programme, which started small last
September, and has now grown to include 21
clubs and societies and will include even more
next year. The new activities will include some
more practical areas compared to some of the
‘fun’ activities that have taken place year.
“Getting the balance right has been key to
developing the programme and taking it forward
into its second year” said Jo Mobsby. The new
events will include lessons on the driving theory
test, conservation and coding. Other areas such
as art, dance and music will also be expanding.
One of this year’s biggest success stories has been
the re-introduction of the highly regarded Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. Whilst the
present cohort of boys and girls in the bronze,
silver and gold groups have more still to do to
complete their respective awards, all three groups
have successfully now completed their practice
expeditions and their final ones. The assessors in
each case praising the groups for their teamwork,
preparation and effort put in to making the
expedition part of the award safe and successful.
Another pleasing aspect of the award scheme has
been to see the pupils working within the local
community on the service/volunteering section
of the award. The local charities have gained by
our pupils’ presence, whilst the pupils themselves
have benefited greatly from the interaction with
the local community.

Whilst the day was intended to be fun, there
was a serious element to the activities. A quiz,
which meant that the students had to speak to
the locals to obtain the answers, along with
having to order and buy ‘fish and chips’ plus the
obligatory walk along the promenade all
featured in the day’s event. To round off the
day, the whole group visited the Sea Life
Sanctuary, where they were able to see many
birds, penguins, seals and other sea animals and
also attended a lecture on conservation and
marine life.

The Art Department
visit Oxford and Tate
Britain
As well as preparing their own
exhibition for Speech day, the
artists have been busy at Pitt
Rivers and Tate Britain. They
were able to make comparisons
with Tate Modern, which they
visited last year and gained
much insight into aspects of
sculpture, costume and other
rare artefacts, many of which
have been incorporated into
their own A Level portfolios

Common Room comes together
to say goodbye to retiring staff.
It was with mixed emotions that staff bade farewell to some
of the college’s longest serving teachers. Whilst the event
was a happy one filled with much laughter and very fond
memories, it was tinged with sadness at the departure of
such valued and experienced members of staff. Given that
they are all retiring and not moving on to pastures new at
another school, there was much conjecture at their
combined ages. It was fitting that mathematician Bob
Crocker’s calculation was closest to the mark with a value of
just over 350 years.

Summer School gears up for another year of fun and activity
Summer School kicked off on Sunday 2nd July. We are looking forward to welcoming over 450 students,
from 33 countries, for stays of between two and eight weeks. Whilst the focus is on preparing for their
Trinity GESE or Cambridge IELTS exams, there is still plenty of time to have fun and to see the United
Kingdom. The students will visit Cambridge, Oxford, London, Stratford, the Harry Potter Studio tours as
well as having the opportunity to undertake activity instruction in such areas as football, golf, rock
climbing and horse riding.

