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Dr Suzie Imber (above)
delivering her speech to the
audience on Speech Day.
Aisha Zhanseit (below),
President of the School Council
speaking on behalf of the
college students
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You can reach for the
stars and succeed if you
want to
Dr Suzie Imber, Associate Professor of Planetary Science at The
University of Leicester, delivered a powerful message to the
students at Brooke House College on the occasion of their
annual Speech Day. In a speech which was both aspirational and
inspirational, she outlined what it took for her to succeed both
at school and university, with her research and on the BBC’s
“Astronauts, do you have what it takes?”
Her message resonated strongly with everyone in the audience,
but was especially powerful for some of our girls who, when
speaking to Dr Imber over lunch, made mention of how her
words would be used to drive them forward and that the speech
had given them real encouragement to succeed in STEM related
subjects and scientific careers.
Rose Francisco, who has been offered a place to read Chemistry
at Oxford University described Dr Imber’s achievements as
“amazing”.

Brooke House Staff in Stanford
University
Dr Ausra Bremner, sociology teacher at Brooke House College,
was invited to Stanford University in California to present her
research to an international symposium of world experts in their
fields. During her research, Ausra developed a great interest in
Grounded theory which she used as a guiding approach for her
data collection and analysis. She is also a great advocate of
Layder's theory of social domains which she applied in order to
explain her research findings. Ausra took part in many national
and international conferences presenting her research at its
different stages from methodological approaches (Grounded
theory, Use of Skype for data collection, Social theory in
qualitative research) to presenting final research findings.

Our Golden
Girl goes to
Buckingham
Palace
The Shades in PK
Dayana Kacheva pictured above,
was presented with her Gold Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award in May. Kinh
Luan Nguyen (Louis), who has also
heard that he has passed, will be
presented with his Gold Award
later on in the summer.

The ever popular group brought their unique take on mixing
music with discussing mental health issues to the college in May.
The group played to a full house making for a most enjoyable
evening. However, there was a serious side to the event as well,
with members of the group talking about the serious issues
relating to mental health amongst teenagers and explaining how
worries and concerns can be overcome with support. As an
adjunct to the regular PSHE programme, both the message and
the music were very well received.
IAs a part of

The Geography and Biology students have
had another busy term undertaking field trips,
which have involved the study of river flows,
biodiversity in wild meadows and looking at
sustainability of wildlife within a commercial
farming environment. The geographers also
spent time back in the class room modelling
coastal erosion.
field trips have both
taken place this term.

The Football Academy
on tour
One of the many aspects of being a player at Brooke House
College Football Academy is that touring is central to our
belief that the sport, as well as our players, is international.
To that end, going on tour is another means of putting our
players in the ‘shop window’. This season, the senior players
have toured Hungary, the U16s have been to Spain and the
U14s have toured China. The trips combine training, matches
or tournaments and of course experiencing the way of life
and culture of the countries being visited.
Integral to being on tour, is the fact that scouts from around
the world, especially Europe, are in attendance. This year,
the performances of the players have been such that Brooke
House were runners up in the Hungary international
tournament, where several of the players shone and were
subsequently invited to trials with professional clubs. The
tour to Spain also saw another player being invited to trials
at one of Real Madrid’s satellite clubs, with the prospect of
eventually joining Los Galacticos in the future.

Trials numbers increase
With ever increasing success and numbers in the academy the
opportunities for the players to be seen by professional clubs is
also growing rapidly.
This year alone, players from Brooke House Football Academy
have been seen at Leicester City, Bournemouth, Watford and
West Ham of the Premier League as well as Nottingham Forest,
Aston Villa and Leeds of the Championship. Several league one
and two clubs were also visited.
Every now and then our former players meet up, as was the
case when Nottingham Forest played Leicester City. On this
occasion it was City 2:3 Forest, which might explain Adam’s
smile, whilst Archie will hope to get his revenge next season.
This

Charity Events
As ever, the pupils have been mindful of
those less fortunate than themselves and
have organised several charity events
throughout the year.
This year has seen the School Council
arrange cake stalls, dances, quiz nights
and sponsored events, such as football
matches, park runs and walks.
A group of our boys also joined in with
the Borough’s charitable events by taking
part in the Rotary Club’s Swimarathon,
which raised plenty of money for the
Rotarians to distribute. The team
between them swam several hundred
lengths and even claimed to have enjoyed
themselves in the process.

Boarding Houses
refurbishment continues
Following on from recent refurbishments in Union, Brooke
House and Cottages, this year it was Georges’ turn to be
redecorated, have new carpet, curtains, blinds and furniture.
The College-styled bespoke furniture is a match for the other
houses already completed in the refurbishment cycle and
meets the high standards expected by pupils, the college and
the inspectorate, who look to ensure that we meet all of the
National Minimum Standards for Boarding.
The girls from Georges returned after the Easter vacation to
find their house looking like new.
This

The Leavers’ Dinner
was greatly enjoyed by
all again this year
providing a pleasant
evening of memories
for all who attended.
The friendships made
over the years at the
college will last
forever.

University Foundation Programme
Undergoes a facelift
The College’s University Foundation programme has undergone a major review to bring it into the 21st Century
and to make it more accessible to our growing number of schools overseas in our partnerships.
Since its inception, the UFP has steadily grown and has been able to add to the early modules that were on
offer. The review undertaken by the college’s Heads of Faculty and UFP teaching staff also included the views
and feedback from the many partnership schools also following the programme internationally.
The new structure has kept the ten module approach, which has proved to be so successful over the years, but
has enhanced it with aspects of presentations, coursework and practicals within the sciences. Recent additions
to the UFP have seen the subjects like medicine come into the programme and this, along with the many other
existing subjects will be added to further in the future with courses on ‘App’ design and coding.
As well as new subjects coming into the UFP, all of the established ones are having a facelift. Each subject will
have a new specification/syllabus, schemes of work designed and exemplar material prepared as well as new
specimen papers, leading to an examination paper ‘bank’ in the future for those undertaking the foundation
courses.
The end result of the review means that all schools, wherever they are in the world, who follow the Brooke
House UFP will have the exact same specifications, same schemes of work, access to shared resources and will
all sit a common set of examinations to complete the course.
Perhaps the biggest addition to the programme will be the arrival of the multi-media room, which will enable
us to use state-of-the-art video and conferencing facilities so that those schools overseas which cannot staff all
of the courses on offer within the programme, will be able to access the lessons via our new online service.
Rachel Caine, the college’s Head of Partnerships firmly believes that the review and changes, plus the online
structure will make the UFP even more popular. “This review and upgrade of our UFP provision is excellent and
just what is needed as I go around the world selling the programme and developing partnerships.”

The GCSE English Literature students went to Stratford-Upon-Avon
to watch the RSC’s performance of Macbeth this term. The
production was a modern take on one of Shakespeare's most famous
plays, and starred Christopher Eccleston in the title role and Niamh
Cusack as Lady Macbeth.
The bonus for all who attended was that the play was not just about
going to the theatre to be entertained, but it was one of the set texts
about to be examined for the students concerned, and as such was
first class revision.

