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West Aurora High School is one of the leading public high schools in Illinois.  It enjoys a long-standing reputation for 
excellence in academic achievement. Our students are exposed to challenging subject matter in both academic and 
vocational courses.  In order to make the most of the educational opportunities offered at West High School, we urge 
students and parents to make a four-year educational plan that includes the student’s plans and goals before the student 
enters the freshman year.  During the high school years, we recommend that parents and students examine and evaluate 
their initial plans to accommodate changes in the student’s interest and future plans. 
 
The West High School staff has developed this Curriculum Guide to aid parents and students in their planning efforts 
throughout the high school years.  We urge parents and students to read and become familiar with the information 
included here.  The guidance department is an excellent source of information about college and vocational requirements, 
the overall curriculum, and the registration process.  Entering freshman students and parents should also consult their 
middle school teachers and counselors when making course selections for their ninth-grade year. 
 
 

 

West Aurora High School conducts pre-registration in the winter following the completion of the first semester.  Students 
select courses for the next year with input from teachers, guidance counselors, and parents. West High mails a listing of 
the courses selected by each student to their parents in late March.  Parents review the course selections and contact their 
student’s counselor if there are any errors. The guidance staff will make all corrections and updates prior to the start of the 
scheduling process.  
Parents and students should consider the course schedule developed during the pre-registration as final. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CREDIT:  A measure of school achievement. A student earns one-half credit by passing a semester-long course. Students 
must complete at least 22 credits to graduate from West Aurora High School. Typically, students enroll in seven courses 
each semester and therefore have the opportunity to earn three and one-half credits per semester and seven per year.  
ELECTIVE:  An elective course, which does not necessarily meet a specific graduation requirement. 
PREREQUISITE:  A condition a student must meet in order to enroll in the next course in a series of courses. 
REQUIRED COURSE:  A course a student must pass in order to graduate. 
SEQUENTIAL:  The order in which students take courses. 
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The NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) approves certain courses for establishing initial eligibility of 
student-athletes.  Courses marked with the N symbol are NCAA approved core courses. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
West High classifies students as 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th graders.  The standards for classification are as follows: 
 

9th GRADE:  Entering from 8th grade or students with less than 5 credits 
 
10th GRADE:  5 through 9.5 credits earned 
 
11th GRADE:  10 through 15.5 credits earned 
 
12th GRADE:  Minimum of 16 credits 
 

West High classifies students at the end of the spring semester.  Students who attend summer school may be 
 reclassified prior to the start of the fall semester. 
 

 
 
  
 

Academically qualified students have the opportunity to enroll in college-level dual credit courses. In partnership with 
Waubonsee Community College, West Aurora High School offers a wide variety of courses to jump-start their education 
and complete entry-level general education, elective, or career and technical college credit work.  Courses are listed 
throughout the catalog organized by department.  
 
 
 
 

West High staff uses the following letter grades to report progress to parents at the end of each quarter and semester: 
A – Excellent 
B – Good 
C – Average 
D – Poor 
F – Failure/no credit earned 

Occasionally, the mark, “I” (incomplete) is used.  This mark indicates that the student’s work is not complete.  Teachers 
only use this mark in instances when the student has been unable to meet course requirements due to circumstances 
beyond the student’s control.  The mark automatically becomes an “F” if the student does not complete the missing 
coursework within two weeks after the end of the semester.  The student’s teacher can request an extension of the 
two-week time period. 
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The grade point average (GPA) is an average of all grades received for all classes taken with the exception of Pass/Fail                     
options, which are not counted in the GPA.  Each letter grade has a point value: 

 
                  Regular Classes      Honors Classes 

              A = 4 A = 5 
 B = 3 B = 4 
 C = 2 C = 3 
 D = 1 D = 2 
 F = 0 F = 0 
 
To determine the GPA, add the number points earned for each letter grade and divide the total by the number of classes                      
taken.  (Do not count a course in which a Pass “P” grade is recorded.) 
 

 
 

 
The only classes offered with a Pass/Fail options are CTE, PE, Driver’s Education, and Fine Arts.  A Pass/Fail ruling may be 
earned if the student earns the equivalent of an “A”, “B”, or “C”.  If a “D” or “F” is earned, the letter grade will be recorded. 
Students must return a signed form within the first 7 days of the semester to their teacher.  Forms are available from the 
classroom teacher or the guidance counselor.  A Pass “P” does not count towards class rank or GPA. 
 

 

 

The Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) is a statewide, cooperative agreement amongst participating Illinois colleges and 
universities to facilitate successful transfer of course credits from one participating institution to another, effective 
summer of 1998. 
 
It can help assure a smooth transfer of credits from Waubonsee Community College to your chosen four-year school.  A 
General Education Core Curriculum has been defined by the IAI.  If you follow the prescribed curriculum, you can be 
assured that the credits satisfy general education requirements at a majority of Illinois colleges and universities. 
 
General education requirements consist of courses the colleges and universities consider essential for the student’s success 
in college and life and are equivalent to courses in the first two years of a four-year baccalaureate program.  The IAI list 
includes courses in:  math, oral and written communication, social and behavioral science, physical and life science, world 
languages, humanities and fine arts. 

 
 
 

 

For specific information regarding the Pathways to Prosperity initiative, see page 78.  Courses that are part of the 
Pathways are signified throughout the catalog with a P2P distinction. 
 
 
 
 
 
http://connection.naviance.com/waurora 
Naviance Family Connection assists students in college and career readiness.  It is an online program where students can 
take career profile tests that show potential career choices that match students’ personality types.  Students can use that 
data to research post-secondary options; make course decisions; and create resumes.  As seniors, students will use Family 
Connection to log college applications; request transcripts; receive information on scholarships and college visits. 
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A student must earn a minimum of 22 credits to graduate from West Aurora High School. 

The minimum of 22 units of credit include the following required courses: 

English  4 credits 
(1 Freshman English; 1 Sophomore English; 1 Junior English; 1 English Elective) 

 
Math 3 credits 

(1 Algebra; 1 Math course with Geometrical Concepts; 1 additional Math course in the proper sequence) 
 

Science 2 credits 
 

Social Studies 2 credits 
(1/2 Government; 1/2 Economics; 1 US History) 

 
Health 1/2 credit 

 
P.E./Driver Ed.   3 1/2 credits 

 
Electives 7 credits 

(Must include 1 credit of art, music, foreign language or vocational course) 
 
Under special circumstances, junior and senior students can obtain a “physical education waiver”.  Students 
can obtain more information about the “physical educational waiver” by contacting their school counselor. 

1. A student may meet the Consumer Economic requirement by participating in and passing a full year of a 
school-sponsored work co-op program.  In these cases, students must substitute another social studies 
class for the Economics course since two years of social studies are required for graduation.  

Students planning to attend a four-year university after graduation, admissions requirements may vary.  See 
individual university web pages for specifics.  In general, students planning to attend a four-year university after 
high school should plan on the following: 
 

4 years of English 
3 years of math (Algebra, Geometry and Algebra 2) 
3 years of science 
3 years of social studies 
2 years of the same foreign language, 2 years of fine arts, or 2 years of vocational courses 
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Freshman year is important. A successful transition to high school life can be an important indicator of future success. 
The theme for freshmen year is Who Am I? Academic planning, career exploration, adjustment to the role of a young high 
school adult, and  involvement in school events are the areas of concentration for the incoming high school student.  
The profile of a successful freshman student includes the following: 

ǒ Understanding of graduation requirements, the importance of a high school transcript, GPA, rank-in-class and 
grading periods (semesters) 

ǒ Understanding of support systems and/or resources offered 
ǒ Understanding of athletics/activities offered 
ǒ Understanding of the importance of participating in community service 
ǒ Participation in grade-level tasks as part of college and career readiness curriculum 
ǒ Ability to set realistic, future goals for post-secondary success 

 

A student who strives to meet these requirements will find high school to be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 
 

 
 
  

 FALL OF 8TH GRADE YEAR 
ɡ Take placement assessment (PSAT 8/9) 
ɡ Complete Matchmaker assessment in Career Cruising 

 
          WINTER OF 8TH GRADE YEAR 

ɡ Attend Freshman Orientation  
ɡ Begin pre-registration with high school counselors 

 
SUMMER BEFORE 9TH GRADE YEAR 

ɡ Participate in Enter with Pride 
 

            FALL 
ɡ Join athletic/club activities 
ɡ Attend Freshman Essentials presentations 
ɡ Participate in SOS activity as part of Health class 
ɡ Learn how to log on to Naviance 
ɡ Complete Cluster Finder assessment in Naviance 
ɡ Parents:  Attend Open House –  9th Grade Level presentation 

 
          WINTER 

                    __  Complete Course Selection with counselor (Post-secondary education/career plans, 4-year plan) 
      __   Attend Freshman Essentials presentation 

  
            SPRING 

ɡ Visit the College and Career Center. 
ɡ Consider summer school enrollment 
ɡ Review course selections for 10th grade 
ɡ Athletes considering playing sports at the college level should inform their counselor and coach. 
ɡ Take PSAT 8/9 exam 
ɡ Complete 9th-grade exit survey 
ɡ Attend Freshman Essentials presentation 
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Sophomores move from the adjustment phase of freshman year to a deeper understanding of the high school system and 
their role in post-secondary planning. The theme for sophomore year is Career Exploration with a focus on personal 
strengths, skills and interests. Sophomores will explore post-secondary options as it relates to personal career pathways. 
Continuing to build a strong GPA/class rank and taking rigorous courses is stressful.  
The profile of a successful sophomore includes the following:  

ǒ Understanding of Dual Credit and AP courses 
ǒ Identifying electives offered as it relates to personal career pathways 
ǒ Understanding and utilization of support systems and resources offered 
ǒ Participation in athletics and/or activities offered 
ǒ Understanding of the importance of participating in community service 
ǒ Participation in grade-level tasks as part of college and career readiness curriculum 
ǒ Ability to set realistic, future goals for post-secondary success 

 
 
 

 
 

SUMMER BEFORE 10TH GRADE YEAR 
ɡ Check on summer school grades 

(See if they were received and recorded) 
 
FALL 

ɡ Continue participation in athletic and/or activities 
ɡ Visit and utilize the services provided in the College and Career Center (CCRC) 
ɡ Complete Do What You Are assessment in Naviance 
ɡ Analyze Do What You Are assessment (along with Cluster Finder results) in connection to possible career                

interests 
ɡ Learn how to search for careers in Naviance 
ɡ Explore career options 
ɡ Attend Financial Aid Presentation 
ɡ Parents: attend Open House – 10th Grade Level presentation 

 
WINTER 

ɡ Complete Course Selection with counselor 
(Post-secondary education/career plan and update original 4-year plan) 

ɡ Fill out the NCAA Clearinghouse form if considering a Division I or Division II school 
 
SPRING 

ɡ Consider summer school enrollment  
ɡ Review course selections for 11th-grade year 
ɡ Attend Sophomore Essentials presentation 
ɡ Register for College Board account and create a Khan Academy account to prepare for PSAT 10 exam 
ɡ Identify minimum of three career interests 
ɡ Take PSAT 10 exam Complete  
ɡ 10th-grade exit survey 

SUMMER BEFORE 11TH GRADE YEAR 

⎯ Check on summer school grades   (See if they were received and recorded 
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Junior year is a significant year.  For many students, the balance of managing courses, preparing for college exams, and college 
planning activities can be a challenge.  This year, there continues to be an emphasis on the importance of GPA/class rank and taking 
rigorous courses while heightening opportunities to facilitate post-secondary decision-making and planning.  The theme for junior year 
is Action Plan Development. This process includes guiding students to seek relative and current information pertaining to their 
post-secondary options (2- year college, 4-year college, military, technical/trade school or work). The profile of a successful junior 
student includes: 

ǒ Enrollment in dual credit/AP courses 
ǒ Identifying electives offered as it relates to personal career pathways 
ǒ Understanding and utilization of support systems/resources offered 
ǒ Continued participation in athletics/activities offered 
ǒ Participation in community service 
ǒ Participation in grade-level tasks, as part of college and career readiness curriculum 
ǒ Ability to set realistic, future goals for post-secondary success 

 
 
 

FALL 
ɡ Continue participation in athletic and/or activities 
ɡ Attend College Night at WCC or other college fair 
ɡ Utilize resources provided in the College and Career Center (CCRC)  
ɡ Visit the library to meet with college reps 
ɡ Consider and plan college campus visits 
ɡ Participate in PSAT if 4-year college-bound immediately after high school 
ɡ Participate in ASVAB if interested in the military after high school 
ɡ Attend Financial Aid presentation 
ɡ Learn how to navigate features of Naviance, research/list colleges of interest for post-secondary planning 
ɡ Parents:  attend Open House – 11th Grade Level presentation  
WINTER 

ɡ Begin brainstorming possible target colleges, universities or other post-secondary options 
ɡ Explore college entrance requirements 
ɡ Sign-up for the SAT Boot Camp 
ɡ Consider taking an official SAT or ACT exam (prior to State testing day in spring)) 
ɡ Consider and plan college campus visits 
ɡ Make sure you can access your College Board account 
ɡ Use Khan Academy to prepare for SAT  
ɡ Interpret/Analyze results of ASVAB or PSAT exams from fall (if applicable) 
ɡ Be sure to fill out the NCAA Clearinghouse form if you are considering a Division I or Division II school 
ɡ Continue to visit the CCRC 
ɡ Continue to visit the library to meet with college reps 
ɡ Create a personal statement 
ɡ Attend SAT Boot Camp 

 SPRING 
ɡ Consider and plan any spring break campus visits 
ɡ Begin listing target colleges on a comparison worksheet 
ɡ Request publication materials from target colleges 
ɡ Pre-register with counselor 
ɡ (Post-secondary education/career plan, update your original 4-year plan) 
ɡ Take the official SAT exam on a school day as part of the state testing/graduation requirement 
ɡ Consider summer school enrollment 
ɡ Take AP exams, if appropriate 
ɡ Attend Junior Essentials presentation complete  
ɡ 11th-grade exit survey which includes the creation of a resume 

 
 
 

11 



 
 
 
 

Senior year is an exciting year, as students prepare to transition for life after high school. The theme for senior year is Execution of 
Action Plan.  It is important for students to continue strong study habits in order to maintain a solid GPA and class rank and continue 
to take challenging courses in order to best prepare for post-secondary options.  Seniors should review progress towards graduation, 
address any concerns, follow through with procedures needed for implementation of post-secondary plan; this includes an 
understanding of the application process, meeting deadlines for college admissions, NCAA, scholarships, testing and financial aid. 
This is a reflective time as students can now look back on how they have matured, but there is still work to be done as students prepare 
for the next phase of their life. The profile of a successful senior includes:  

ǒ Enrollment in Dual Credit and AP courses  
ǒ Discussion and evaluation of post-secondary plans 
ǒ Understanding and utilization of support systems and resources offered 
ǒ Continued participation in athletics and activities offered 
ǒ Continued participation in community service 
ǒ Participation in grade-level tasks as part of college and career readiness curriculum 
ǒ Ability to set realistic, future goals for post-secondary success 

 
A student who strives to meet these requirements will find high school to be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER BEFORE 12TH​ GRADE YEAR 
ɡ Check on summer school grades (See if they were received and recorded)  
ɡ Attend Senior Workshop in August 

FALL 
ɡ Continue participation in athletic and/or activities 
ɡ Consider ACT/SAT retakes and/or SAT subject tests 
ɡ Consider and plan college campus visits 
ɡ Participate in senior interview with counselor 
ɡ Visit the College and Career Center (CCRC) 
ɡ Visit the library to meet with college reps 
ɡ Attend College Night at WCC 
ɡ Attend Senior Meeting in October  
ɡ Determine target colleges to apply and deadlines 
ɡ Request and gather teacher recommendations 
ɡ Submit college applications, transcripts and college entrance exams (ACT and/or SAT) to be eligible for early admission 
ɡ Update post-secondary plans in Naviance 
ɡ Check for scholarships in Naviance 
ɡ Order cap and gown for graduation 
ɡ Attend Financial Aid Presentation and FAFSA workshop 
ɡ Complete FAFSA online, which opens on October 1st 
ɡ Parents:  Attend Open House –  12th​ Grade Level presentation  

WINTER 
ɡ Make sure all college applications and supplemental material are submitted  
ɡ Be sure to fill out the NCAA Clearinghouse form if you are considering a Division I or Division II school 

SPRING 
ɡ Plan campus visits to help with final decisions 
ɡ Compare award letters and financial aid options 
ɡ Send the required deposit to the school of your final choice and also notify the schools you won’t be attending 
ɡ Take AP exams, if appropriate 
ɡ Stay up-to-date on housing choices. Other important questions to answer: When is freshman orientation?  When are placement tests?  

               When is course registration? 
ɡ Attend Graduation/Senior Meeting 
ɡ Participate in Senior Activity Day 
ɡ Attend Senior Honors Night 
ɡ Request a final transcript be sent to your final college choice and log final college in Naviance 
ɡ Complete 12th-grade senior exit survey in Naviance 
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AFJROTC 1 (First-year Cadets): CT151Y 
�2�S�H�Q���W�R���� 9, 10�� 11, 12              �/ �H�Q�J�W�K���� 1 year                                                �&�U�H�G�L�W������ 1 
�3�U�H�U�H�T�X�L�V�L�W�H: �$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H�� Air Force Junior ROTC is a leadership and citizenship program. 
Students will be selected based on teacher recommendation and a completed application ï space is limited.  First-year 
cadets study Science of Flight, Health and Fitness, leadership and drill.  Topics also include the history of the flag, the 
structure of the Air Force and the opportunity to join the Drill Team or Color Guard.  Student-led community service, social 
and educational events are part of the program.  Cadets will be issued a uniform, which must be worn one day per week, 
and cadets are required to meet USAF hair and grooming standards while in uniform. 
  
AFJROTCé2 (Second-year Cadets): CT210Y 
�2�S�H�Q���W�R����  10�� 11, 12                �/ �H�Q�J�W�K���� 1 year                                                �&�U�H�G�L�W������ 1 
�3�U�H�U�H�T�X�L�V�L�W�H: �$�)�-�5�2�7�&���������,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U���5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q 
Air Force Junior ROTC is a leadership and citizenship program.  Students will be selected based on teacher 
recommendation.  Second-year cadets study Science of Flight, Health and Fitness, leadership and drill.  Topics also 
include communication, conflict resolution and leadership styles, with an opportunity to join the Drill Team or Color Guard.  
Student-led community service, social and educational events are part of the program.  Cadets will be issued a uniform, 
which must be worn one day per week. Cadets are required to meet USAF hair and grooming standards while in uniform. 
  
AFJROTC 3 (Third-year Cadets): CT310Y 
�2�S�H�Q���W�R���� �������������������������������������������������������� �/ �H�Q�J�W�K���� �����\�H�D�U���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �&�U�H�G�L�W������ �� 
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Air Force Junior ROTC is a leadership and citizenship program.  Students will be selected based on teacher 
recommendation.  Third-year cadets study Science of Flight, Health and Fitness, leadership and drill.  Topics also include 
communication, conflict resolution and leadership styles, with an opportunity to join the Drill Team or Color Guard.  
Student-led community service, social and educational events are part of the program.  Cadets will be issued a uniform, 
which must be worn one day per week. Cadets are required to meet USAF hair and grooming standards while in uniform. 
 
AFJROTC 4 (Fourth Year Cadets): CT410Yé

Open to:������ Length�����������\�H�D�U Credit����������������
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The Mission of Air Force JROTC is to develop citizens of character.  Students must have completed AFJROTC 3 and 
have instructor approval to enter AFJROTC 4.  Fourth-Year Cadets study Science of Flight, Health and Wellness, and 
Leadership.  Topics also include communication, management, personal leadership styles and other related topics.  
They also have an opportunity to join the Drill Team or Color Guard.  Fourth-Year students are expected to assume active 
leadership roles in the Corps.  They will organize, plan and manage cadet activities throughout the academic year. 
Cadets will be issued a uniform, which must be worn one day per week.  Cadets must also meet all applicable USAF hair 
and grooming standards while in uniform. 
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ACCCOUNTING 1:  CT233Yé
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Students will learn to apply basic accounting principles as they complete financial records for a sole proprietorship, a 
partnership, and a corporation. Emphasis will be on understanding the complete accounting cycle, accounting 
terminology, and the importance of accurate financial records in a profitable and successful business enterprise. Career 
opportunities in the field of accounting will be an integral part of the instruction.      �����������$������é
é

é

é

16 


