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ISI Inspection Report 2019 Highlights
Oakham School has achieved the highest grading
possible in its November 2019 ISI Inspection.
The two key findings are:
“The quality of the pupils’ academic and other
achievements is excellent.”
“The quality of the pupils’ personal
development is excellent.”
These are the two areas in which judgements are
reached and ‘excellent’ is the highest grading that
can be achieved.

I am delighted with the two headline judgements of
‘Excellent’ for ‘Pupils’ Achievements’ and ‘Personal
Development’. This really does reflect the abilities
and all-round commitment of our pupils, guided and
supported by our staff.
There is much to celebrate in the Education Quality
Report, and it is a very positive affirmation of what we
do at Oakham when inspectors describe our pupils as
“keen to learn and ambitious to succeed”. As educators
and parents, we want our children to be happy, but also
curious and intellectually motivated; I am delighted that
this has been recognised and praised.
The inspectors also acknowledged the ‘excellence’ in the
quality of pupils’ personal development. It describes the
pupils’ “high levels of self-confidence, self-esteem and
awareness of others”, as well as praising pupils for being
“polite and well-mannered”. In addition, the report outlines
how Oakhamians “demonstrate a strong moral stance” and
their “social development and contributions to their local
community and further afield are exemplary”.
Phrases such as these are a particular highlight for me,
as they articulate the immeasurable, yet vital qualities
that are an intrinsic part of our education, and of timeless
value at school and beyond.
Please do read more extracts from the Inspection Report
here or visit the Admissions page on our website for the
full report.

Henry Price
Headmaster

“Pupils develop
excellent analytical
and thinking skills
within the academic
and extensive
co-curriculum.”

“Pupils are self-aware,
confident young people,
fully prepared to be
involved and supportive
of one another as they
live their daily lives
together in boarding
and as day pupils.”

“Pupils make rapid
progress, supported
at all levels and
across all subjects
by regular guidance
and feedback from
teachers and tutors.”

“Pupils are well prepared for the next
stage of their lives, encouraged to take
on increasingly challenging curricular
and co-curricular activities.”

“Pupils demonstrate a
strong moral stance,
understand right
from wrong and take
responsibility for their
actions. They are polite
and well-mannered.”

Achievements and learning

“Pupils have
highly positive
attitudes to
learning.”

“Pupils fulfil their
potential and achieve
extremely well, acquiring
the relevant skills and
knowledge to move to
the next stage of their
education with success.”

“[Pupils] acquire
excellent skills to take
control of their learning,
are independent in
approach with
well-honed study skills.”

“Pupils achieve
excellent
results in public
examinations.”

“Pupils develop excellent
analytical and thinking skills
within the academic and
extensive co-curriculum.”

“Pupils reach high levels of
achievement in an extensive
range of academic, creative
and physical pursuits, day
trips and overseas visits.”

“Pupils’ success in external
academic competitions, in sport
and music and in the creative
and aesthetic arts is excellent.”

“Pupils’ display excellent
communication skills. They are
articulate speakers, listen attentively
and discuss and debate persuasively.
They extend their knowledge through
pertinent questioning.”

“Pupils develop excellent study skills
from the earliest age which supports
rapid progress. Senior leaders and
Trustees’ key focus on establishing pupils’
independent study skills is highly evident
in pupils’ resilience and in their ability to
assimilate knowledge effectively.”

Personal development
“Pupils develop increasingly
high levels of self-confidence,
self-esteem and awareness of others.”

“[Pupils] are resilient and
respond extremely well
to the high expectations
set by the school and
boarding house staff.”

“From the youngest age,
pupils are encouraged to
take responsibility for their
learning and to understand
that to persevere and accept
challenge boosts their
confidence and self-esteem.”

“Pupils’ ambitions are
supported extremely well as
great importance is placed on
promoting independence and
encouraging pupils to take
responsibility for their own
decisions.”
“Pupils willingly take on a wide
range of roles and responsibilities
within the school community.”

“Pupils have a clear
understanding of their
strengths and areas to
develop and know how to
improve their own learning.”

Encouraging
service
“Pupils’ social development and contributions
to their local community and further afield are
exemplary, demonstrating their willingness to
share their time and energy for those beyond
their own immediate environment.”

“Pupils have a well-developed sense of
the school’s ethos of service to others
and a strong sense of the non-materialistic
aspects of life that pervades the school
community, encouraging them to reflect
on spiritual matters.”
“[Pupils’] strong moral stance and social
awareness are rooted in the ethos of the school
which encourages them to contribute to others
less fortunate than themselves.”

Boarding life
“Boarding successfully promotes pupils’ confidence,
encourages appropriate risk, mistakes are seen as
part of life skills’ learning, so that pupils feel free to
try new challenges, not afraid of failure.”
“Pupils collaborate and cooperate extremely well in
their boarding houses, demonstrating the school ethos
in word and action.”

“[Pupils] appreciate the
excellent range of meals prepared
for them to enjoy every day.”
“Pupils’ cultural awareness and understanding of
diversity is excellent. They are tolerant and respectful,
embracing the international nature of their boarding
house, fully prepared to widen their horizons.”

“Each house has its own spirit
and sense of community, new
boarders are welcomed and
new friendships made.”

“Pupils are keen to learn
and ambitious to succeed.”
ISI Inspection 2019

About ISI Inspections
An ISI inspection is the equivalent of an Ofsted inspection
in the maintained sector. It looks at all aspects of a school’s
educational provision, compliance with the Independent
Schools’ Regulations and the National Standards for Boarding.
The inspection that was carried out at Oakham School in
November 2019 was a Regulatory Compliance Inspection,
combined with an inspection for Educational Quality.
The Compliance Inspection reports only on the school’s
compliance with the Independent School Standards and
National Minimum Standards for Boarding Schools 2015,
and judgements are given either as ‘met’ or ‘not met’.
The Educational Quality Inspection reports on the quality
of the School’s work and focuses on two key outcomes:
the achievement of the pupils, including their academic
development, and the personal development of the pupils.
Oakham School met all standards in the Compliance
Inspection and was awarded ‘excellent’ in both key
categories of the Educational Quality Inspection the highest grading that can be achieved.
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