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In May 2019, Mr Seal, Principal at Shrewsbury International School Bangkok Riverside 
and members of the school’s Higher Education Team undertook a study tour of 
universities on the West Coast of the United States. Focusing on institutions in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle, the team visited world-class college campuses, met 
with admissions directors and reconnected with our alumni who are studying across the 
region.

The unique character of each institution came across clearly. The importance of helping 
individual students to find a college environment in which they will succeed through 
precise, bespoke guidance was evident. Shrewsbury lives by the mantra that we prepare 
our students to thrive at university, and this visit affirmed the wisdom of this philosophy.

The team’s starting point was Los Angeles, California. Here the team visited Chadwick 
School, UCLA, University of Southern California, Harvey Mudd College, Pomona College, 
Occidental College, Cal Poly Pomona (California Polytechnic of California), and Caltech 
(California Institute of Technology). The tour around Greater Los Angeles and Pasadena 
allowed contact with many alumni, both on campus and at alumni events. The opportunity 
to see our past students thriving at university and in their early careers remains the most 
rewarding aspect of these trips. 

The team then flew to San Francisco where they visited UC Berkeley in Oakland and 
met with the Admissions Liaison for Thailand. It was wonderful to see two of our gifted 
Shrewsbury alumni, Copter ‘17 and Proud ’15, before heading to California College of the 
Arts, where they met with the international admissions team. 

Stanford University and Santa Clara University were next on the itinerary where the 
discussions were wide-ranging. The admissions process, our students’ offers, the current 
employment landscape and the burgeoning interest in Computer Science were all topics 
of conversation. It was valuable to spend time in the heart of Silicon Valley to learn 
firsthand what new technology is breaking out and what skills students will need to be 
empowered in today’s employment market. Of particular interest is how art & design 
intersect with more quantitative disciplines. 

The last stop was in Seattle - home of Boeing, Microsoft, Amazon and Starbucks. The 
team scheduled a visit to The University of Washington, which has been the most popular 
U.S. destination for Shrewsbury alumni. Poom ‘17 treated the team to a campus tour after 
an extensive discussion with members of UW’s admissions staff.
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SAN FRANCISCO CENTRAL SF, AS PER GOOGLE MAPS

WASHINGTON

ITINERARY
These are the drive times and 
miles for each University:

WASHINGTON

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

California College of the Arts, San Francisco
downtown campus in SOMA district

Santa Clara University
46 miles/56 mins from San Francisco 
OR 4 miles/10 mins from San Jose

Stanford University
35 miles/40 mins south of 
San Francisco in Palo Alto)

University of California, Berkeley
14 miles, 26 mins from San Francisco

University of Washington
3.8 miles/7 mins from Seattle
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WASHINGTON

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

WASHINGTON

CALIFORNIA

CALIFORNIA

Occidental College
7.6 miles/14 mins 
north of central LA

LOS ANGELES CENTRAL LA, 
AS PER GOOGLE MAPS

California Institute of 
Technology (Caltech)
15 miles/30 mins northeast 
of central LA

UCLA
16 miles/20 mins west 
of central LA, 2.5 
miles from Bel Air

Chadwick School
25 miles/40 mins 
southwest of 
central LA, 30 mins 
from Long Beach

University of 
Southern California 
4.6 miles/10 minutes 
from Central LA

Harvey Mudd College
33 miles/40 mins 
east of central LA

Pomona College
32 miles/40 mins 
east of Central LA

Cal Poly Pomona
28 miles, 40 mins 
east of central LA
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LOS ANGELES AND PASADENA
Los Angeles is the second-most populous city in the United States, billed as the “Creative Capital of the World” with 
a healthy student population making up 7.34% of the city’s residents.  Pasadena is a city within Los Angeles County 
located 10 miles northeast of Downtown LA. These cities are the centre of the country’s film and television industries, 
as well as a hub of scientific research, appealing to academics and creatives alike.

CHADWICK SCHOOL
Palos Verdes, California

The first day of the study trip was spent at Chadwick 
School, an independent day school for students from 
Kindergarten through Twelfth Grade (equivalent to Y13). 
Although Chadwick is significantly smaller than Shrewsbury, 
with a student population of 870, it has many parallels 
to our school, including having a sister school in Songdo, 
Korea. Bruce Poch, Dean of Admission and Executive 
Director of College Counseling, is the former Dean of 
Admission at Pomona College and a former colleague of 
Terri Overton’s (of the Higher Education Team) at Wesleyan 
University. He and his colleague, Deb Dowling, Assistant 
Head of Academic Affairs, graciously spent time with us, 
discussing curricular initiatives, facilities renewal and trends 
in U.S. higher education. 

Although Chadwick is in a different part of the world, it 
isn’t too different from our own. There are certainly lessons 
to take away from visiting Independent schools across the 
globe and sharing ideas with like-minded institutions. 

Chadwick’s classes are generally small, on average, 
20 students per class. They don’t offer a course 
if fewer than eight students are interested.
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UCLA
The University of California, Los Angeles is the third oldest 
of the nine undergraduate campuses of the University of 
California, founded in 1919. (Other University of California 
campuses are Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Merced, Riverside, San 
Diego, Santa Barbara and Santa Cruz). A ‘quarter system’ 
university, UCLA boasts 337 undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs in a wide range of disciplines. 

As of 2017, UCLA had produced 24 Nobel Laureates (two 
on staff), 3 Field Medalists, and 5 Turing Award Winners. 
Located near upscale Beverly Hills, UCLA makes the most 
of its Southern California location with access to the beach, 
mountains and Hollywood, not to mention a beautiful 
climate.

As a place to study UCLA is a popular choice, well regarded 
in all academic areas, but especially in arts and media. 
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UCLA is also well known for its hugely successful sport 
programme.  UCLA is a public university with admissions 
preference given to Californian residents. This year, the 
admission rate for international applicants was only 8%. 
Overall, UCLA receives more applications than any other 
institution in the U.S. 

While visiting UCLA, the team met with Ffiona Rees, 
Senior Associate Director of Evaluation and International 
Admissions, and Seray Teleke, Senior Assistant Director.  
According to Ms Rees, A Level grades are still crucial to the 
admissions process. Amongst an 8% overseas acceptance 
rate, UCLA receives six to twelve Thai students per year 
(mostly Thai Royal Scholars). 

Shrewsbury alumni, Fern, from the class of 2016, studies 
Computer Science. In the summer of 2019, she commenced 
an internship at Facebook and shared her experience of 
studying at UCLA. Fern felt that although study is essential, 
it’s only a part of the UCLA experience. Another alumni, 
Gigi, class of 2018, shared how Shrewsbury has prepared 
her for UCLA on an academic level, but it could have done a 
little more on the social side of things as this is an area she 
struggles with.

Strengths

Computer Science, 
Media, Sport

Student Population

40,000*
Average Annual 

Applicants

139,000

Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

3
Jazz(15) Fern(16) 

Gigi(18)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled** 

6
* 30,000 Undergraduate ** Since 2004

 ▲ Mr Seal, Ms Overton and Mr Markes meat Fern and Gigi.
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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA
The University of Southern California is the oldest 
private research university in California, founded 
in 1880. In the 2018-19 academic year, there were 
20,000 undergraduates enrolled in four-year 
undergraduate programs, and a further 27,500 in 
post-graduate programs including law, engineering 
and medicine. 

The achievements of those affiliated with the 
university are notable, boasting 11 Rhodes Scholars 
and 12 Marshall Scholars. As of this academic year, 
there have been nine Nobel Laureates, and one 
Turing Award Winner. 

The University of Southern California’s campus 
is a park line gem in the middle of a less affluent 
neighbourhood of South Central LA. The USC 
Village, a student residential area - and home to 
our alumni Neen and Bella - opened last year, and 
offers terrific housing, dining and retail options. All 
students have guaranteed housing on campus for 
the first 2 years.

USC has the second-highest number of international 
students of any US university, approximately 
one-third of which are from mainland China. USC is 
most well known for its Business and Engineering 
programmes, Visual and Performing Arts,  and of 
course, its famous School of Cinematic Arts. USC 
has become increasingly selective recently, fueled 
by its high profile athletic success and upscale 
campus facilities.
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The team met with Kevin Hostetler, Associate Director of 
International Admissions to learn about the admissions 
process. Of note, UCLA does not offer Early Decision or 
Early Acceptance places. 

Class of 2017’s Shiunne (International Relations) and 
Neen (Business) met with us to share their experience of 
studying here.

Strengths

Engineering 
Film studies 

Student Population

44,000*
Average Annual 

Applicants

67,000**

Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

4
Mos(19) Shiunne(17) 
Neen(17) Bella (17)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled*** 

6
*** Since 2004** Freshmen applications

 for 2018/19
* 20,000 Undergraduate
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HARVEY MUDD COLLEGE
Harvey Mudd College (HMC) is part of the Claremont 
Colleges Consortium in Claremont, California. It comprises 
five colleges (with Claremont McKenna, Pitzer, Scripps and 
Pomona) that are all adjacent to each other. It is a small 
liberal arts college offering broad non-specialist majors in 
engineering, science and mathematics with less than 900 
students.

The core curriculum is extensive, and all students are 
required to take minors outside of Mathematics and 
Science. HMC says this ensures a well-rounded education 
that produces graduates who are extremely attractive to 
employers.

There are some impressive statistics around the trajectory 
of their graduates. 
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Strengths

Maths, Science, 
Engineering

Student Population

889*
Average Annual 

Applicants

4,180**

Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1
Jenny(18)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled*** 

1
** In 2017 *** Since 2004* All undergraduate

The mean starting salary for a Harvey Mudd graduate is $92,500 with most 
international students going on to live and work in the U.S. Approximately 62% 
of graduates go straight into industry with the remainder pursuing advanced 
degrees in the world’s most prestigious programmes. Their mission statement “to 
produce well rounded, socially conscious scientists” informs all of their decisions.  

HMC is known for being very intensive yet extraordinarily supportive, and prides 
itself on its remarkably diverse student population and equal male to female 
ratio. Engineering is the most popular major (roughly 25% of graduates); specific 
subfields such as Electrical Engineering or Civil Engineering are not offered.  
Research and experiential learning are critical facets to a student’s education 
here, with either a senior thesis or a clinic project required for graduation.

HMC is highly competitive, with 4,180 applications for 216 places enrolling the 
following academic year. 

Peter Osgood, the Director of Admissions and Jason Santiago, the associate 
Director of Admissions, shared insight into what kind of students they’re 
interested in. They were clear that applicants needed to be well rounded. They 
are not interested in students that focus heavily in one area but preferably, 
those with diverse interests. Shrewsbury alumni, Jenny, class of 2018, is currently 
studying Engineering at Harvey Mudd but can also take courses at some of the 
other colleges within the consortium. Jenny is passionate about music which she 
can pursue at Harvey Mudd.  ▲ Ploy (Pomona) and Jenny (Harvey Mudd)
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Strengths

Liberal Arts College, 
including economics, 

Maths, Computer Science, 
Neuroscience and Biology

Student Population

1,650*
Annual Applicants

10,245
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1
Ploy(15)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled** 

1
* All undergraduate ** Since 2004

POMONA COLLEGE
Founded in 1887, Pomona College is a private liberal arts 
college in Claremont, California. Its strengths are wide and 
varied, offering a well-rounded college education to all of its 
1650 undergraduate students. Pomona is well established 
and is continuing to develop in many areas with STEM 
subjects multiplying, and double majors becoming more 
and more popular. They are in the process of building a new 

state of the art athletics centre and museum on campus. 

Pomona caters well for the international admissions market. 
They offer financial aid and classify economics as a science 
which can allow graduates up to three years of work 
experience after earning the degree. They’re in discussions 
about building a dedicated international centre to further 
support their growing international student population. 

Pomona is ranked among the top 5 liberal arts colleges 
in the USA by Forbes, and the Times Higher Education 
and for a good reason. It’s a highly vibrant campus with 
extensive resources, including opportunities to take courses 
at any of the Claremont colleges. Gorgeous buildings, well-
maintained gardens, pretty courtyards and fountains are 

numerous. It currently has the lowest admission rate (8%) of 
any US liberal arts college,  and many graduates (83%) go 
on to top graduate schools. 

Adam Sipp is the Director of Admissions. He shared with 
the team that this school offers an International Financial 
Aid Budget which isn’t always the case in the US. Looking 
forward, Pomona are keen to diversify the student body 
with graduates from around the world.
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OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE
Occidental is a private liberal arts college, near Pasadena, 
with just over 2000 students enrolled. It is the oldest 
liberal arts college on the West Coast, boasting famous 
alumni such as Barack Obama, who studied at Occidental 
for two years before transferring to Columbia.

There are 34 majors offered and nine minor-only 
programs, including Public Health, Linguistics, and 
Classical Studies. The average class size is 18, and there’s 
a 9:1 student to faculty ratio. As is the hallmark of such 
colleges, students at Occidental are routinely in small 
classes and work very closely with professors and fellow 
students. There are no graduate students to compete 
with undergraduates for resources, and faculty are fully 
committed to working with students at this stage of their 
education.

Strengths

Activism, Socially and 
economically diverse

Excellent diplomacy/world 
affairs, incl internship at UN

Student Population

2,112*
Annual Applicants

6,409
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1
Sean(17)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled* 

1
* All undergraduate ** Since 2004

14



In 2018, 6,409 applicants resulted in 2,936 admitted, 
giving the school an admit rate of 45.8%, 13% of which 
were international applicants. 

Sean, Shrewsbury class of 2016, joined the team on campus 
to share his experience of studying at Occidental. Sean said 
the experience has come with many surprises, not least of 
which, is the lack of spoons! He said what has really helped 
him settle in is mixing with people from outside of Thailand 
and learning about American culture, which he finds 
fascinating. Sean has three jobs; working in the library as a 
technician, tutoring underprivileged students, and working 
at the Summer School. He believes these experiences 
outside of his academics have helped him feel at home at 
Occidental.

 ▲ Sean is the first alumnus to matriculate at Occidental.
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CALIFORNIA POLYTECHNIC 
STATE UNIVERSITY
California Polytechnic State University (commonly 
abbreviated to Cal Poly Pomona) is organised into 
six colleges offering 64 bachelors degrees to 20,426 
undergraduates. It is a public university, one of only two 
technical colleges in the California State system, making it 
relatively competitive on price when compared to private 
institutions. 

Built on the former Kellogg’s ranch, Cal Poly has the 
second-largest landholding in California, and the most 
extensive college campus in the USA with 9,678 acres for 
students to enjoy.

Cal Poly requires students to declare a major within the 
admissions process, which is essential to note if there is a 
specific academic programme you are seeking. In 2018 Cal 
Poly received 54,663 applications, admitting 16,491 students. 

Our primary observation of this campus is that it’s relatively 
isolated and has many commuters who travel in for study. 

Strengths

Xxxxx xxxx

Student Population

21,812
Annual Applicants

54,663*
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1
Kaustubhi(16)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled** 

1
* In 2018 ** Since 2004

However, when compared with other institutions in the 
region, Cal Poly is relatively inexpensive. Shrewsbury alumni 
Kaustubhi, class of 2017, is studying Industrial Relations. She 
shared how much she enjoys campus life, particularly when 
it comes to organised activities and clubs. She reiterated 
the need for students to achieve a realistic work/life 
balance when studying at Cal Poly.

 ▲ Kaustubhi meets the team.
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CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY (CALTECH)
California Institute of Technology (Caltech) is a private 
research-doctorate granting university and is considered 
one of the most prestigious universities in the world. It sits 
at 5th  on ‘The Times Higher Education World University 
Ranking’. Caltech specialises in natural sciences and 
engineering. It has notable faculty, alumni, and researchers 
with Albert Einstein having been a visiting professor. 
73 Nobel Laureates are associated with the university, 
including chemist Linus Pauling, the only individual in 
history to win two unshared prizes. 

The campus, which boasts 8 residential houses, is in a 
suburban setting in Pasadena, California. There are 2233 
students, 948 of which are undergraduates. According to a 
2015 Pomona College study, Caltech ranked number one in 
the U.S. for the percentage of its graduates who go on to 
earn a PhD. 

The team were warmly hosted on their Saturday afternoon 
visit by Jarrid Whitney, Executive Director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid, who gave a personal tour of buildings 
and facilities. He emphasised Caltech’s commitment to 
enrolling students from diverse backgrounds, including 
those who will be the first in their families to pursue 
higher education.  Whilst many of the teaching spaces are 
‘traditional’ in style, there was a relatively vibrant feel to the 
campus.

Like other U.S. institutions of higher education, students 
do not solely focus on their ultimate major. Employing the 
‘quarter system’, the core curriculum at Caltech requires 
12 terms of classes in Humanities and Social Sciences. 
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Although most majors are in the Sciences and Mathematics, 
Caltech also offers majors in English, History, Political 
Science, Economics and Philosophy. Students generally 
live in residential ‘houses’ and enjoy breakfast and dinner 
together in their respective houses. Lunch is served for the 
entire community at a central location on campus.

In 2018 Caltech received 8,208 applications and accepted 
6.6% of applicants; 231 enrolled.

Strengths

Technology, 
Natural Sciences, 

Engineering

Student Population

2,233*
Annual Applicants*

8,208
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

0

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled**

1
Tenth(09)

* In 2018 * Since 2004* 948 undergraduate
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UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA BERKELEY
UC Berkeley is a public research university founded in 
1868, with strengths in Science and Technology. It has a 
student population of 42,519, 13% of which are international. 
The admissions rate for 2018 was 15% with almost 87,000 
applicants. 

Shante D Hayes, the Senior Assistant Director in the office 
of admissions, specialises in international students. During 
the tour, she shared that the schools’ strengths lie in 
Engineering and Chemistry. Engineering is so competitive 
that you cannot transfer into this course, though the 
university does allow transfer from Community College 
which makes up 90% of all the transfers into Berkeley.
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Strengths

Science and 
Technology

Student Population

42,519*
Annual Applicants*

86,805
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

2

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled**

4

* In 2018 ** Since 2004* 29,000 undergraduate

Most courses are undeclared until the third year of study, 
and the competition for majors can be huge. Shante 
explained that the key to a successful application at Berkeley 
is balance; showing an interest in a diverse range of topics 
will set you apart, something that emerged as a common 
theme throughout our visit of West Coast universities. 

This was reflected in Proud’s experience of Berkley, 
she graduated from Shrewsbury in 2015 and majors in 
architecture. She explained the gruelling process of fighting 
for her place on this major but that it was worth it due to 
the fantastic faculty which she has the privilege of studying 
under. Her current lecturer designed the Pinterest building, 
amongst others. Proud feels that having such practical 
experience in the faculty is one of the primary reasons 
she enjoys studying here. The team also met with Copter, 
class of 2016, who was finishing his second year. He is still 
studying a broad range of subjects, including Economics 
and Computer Science, in which there are many students. 
In Computer Science there are 2000 students in his class, 
though they work together in much smaller groups for 
projects. In economics, 600 is considered ‘small’!  ▲ Proud and Copter enjoy the Californian sunshine.
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CALIFORNIA COLLEGE 
OF THE ARTS
The California College of the Arts is an art, design, 
architecture, and writing school which is in the process of 
merging its two campuses (San Francisco and Oakland) into 
one. The team visited the San Francisco campus. The school 
currently has 1,950 students, 1,500 of which are undergrads. 
38% of last years class were international from over 50 
different countries. This college is private and offers 22 
undergraduate and 15 graduate majors. 

Assistant Director of International Enrollment, Michael Rossi 
shared information about the courses on offer and their 
popularity. Animation is by far the most popular course, with 
Interactive Design offering the best available programme in 
the U.S. Architecture at California College of the Arts is a five-
year programme which differs from some other universities. 
Mr Rossi also explained the calibre of graduates is enforced 
by over 200 companies which are actively looking to employ 
students from California College of the Arts. Students from 
the school are placed in over 600 internships per year.

Lisa Niang, class of 2015, graduated from CCA in December 
last year and is now working in California as an interior 
designer.

Strengths

Art and Design

Student Population

1,950
Acceptance Rate

64%
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled*

0

* Since 2004
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STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Based in Palo Alto, Stanford University is world-renowned as 
a school for technological innovation, with Google starting 
here. It is considered the best University in the USA by the 
‘Times Higher Education Ranking, which has been reflected 
in the volume of applications. Competition is undoubtedly 
high at Stanford with 2018 seeing 43,997 applications for 
just 2,063 places giving the school a 4.7% acceptance rate. 
This is the highest amount of applications in Stanford’s 
history, showing it’s growing popularity. Its international 
undergraduate percentage is around 23%.

Receiving an offer from Stanford is possible for one or more 
Class of 2019 students according to Eliza Powers, Admission 
Counselor (and liaison to Thailand schools). Ms Powers felt 
that what helped an application the most was showcasing 
a range of skills and interests which could include subjects 
such as music or art.  Once at Stanford, there are 600 
clubs and organisations for students, 97% of whom live 
on campus. Although Stanford has a strong reputation in 
science and technology, 20% courses taken last year were 
in the humanities and reflects a general broadening of the 
university’s image. 

Ms Powers explained that Stanford runs a ‘quarter system’ 
which means 50% more courses than a semester system, 
and they don’t offer pre-med, pre-law, or pre-business 
programmes. The application process is rigorous; it 
requires students to not only score highly on their SAT’s, 
but throughout the high school experience. Stanford asks 
for letters of recommendation, Stanford supplement, 
co-curricular information and a letter to a potential 
roommate. Stanford does not offer merit scholarships in 
anything other than athletics. The school not only boasts 

graduates responsible for the founding of tech giants like 
Google and Snapchat but also activist based companies such 
as change.org. Eliza said that the school is exploring diversity 
in the intake, which is a potential opportunity for international 
acceptances. Like many other universities on this trip, well-
rounded applicants are desirable. 
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Strengths

Technology ( and 
associated links 
to Silicon Valley)

Student Population

16,914*
Acceptance Rate

4.69%
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

0

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled**

0

** Since 2004* 7,056 undergraduate

This school is highly competitive, but also considered an 
exceptional place to study with a 98% Freshman retention 
rate. A graduate’s average salary is $75,000 per year. 

23



SANTA CLARA
This private Jesuit University is based in the heart of Silicon 
Valley, Santa Clara California. Set on 106 acres of land, the 
suburban campus is certainly a beautiful place to study. The 
school is well-known for its business school with three of its 
graduates currently CFO’s for GoPro, LinkedIn and Apple. 

The Princeton Review named Santa Clara University one of 
the nation’s best institutions for undergraduate education 
in its 2012 annual guidebook, ‘The Best 376 Colleges’, and 
its strong reputation is continued by rounded graduate 
cohorts, an increasing proportion of which are equipped 
with double majors.

Rosalie Saladzius, Assistant Director of Undergraduate 
Admissions, helped the team better understand the unique 
offering of Santa Clara. She says many students who apply 
to Santa Clara also apply to Stanford and Berkeley, but 
they consider themselves very different to those schools as 
they focus more on the individual. Santa Clara doesn’t offer 
need-based financial aid to international students. Around 

Strengths

Business and 
Engineering

Student Population

7,155*
Acceptance Rate

48.3%
Currently Enrolled 
Shrewsbury Alumni

1

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled**

2

** Since 2004* 5,499 undergraduate

 ▲ Bobbi gave an excellent tour of the Santa Clara campus.
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10% of the undergraduate population is international.

Shrewsbury alumni and 2016 Deputy head girl, Bobbi is 
studying a liberal arts degree at Santa Clara When we 
met with her, she told us about a prestigious internship 
she was about to undertake in Silicon Valley in a digital 
security company. She was very happy and felt the school 
supported her well throughout her studies.
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
The University of Washington or ‘Udub’ is a public 
research university in Seattle Founded in 1861. It operates 
a ‘quarter system’ approach and is the largest university 
on the West Coast with 47,899 students enrolled. 32,594 
of these are undergraduates. It’s ranked 28th in the world 
and is known for its STEM subjects, particularly medicine. 

In Autumn 2016 (latest figures) 19,733 students were 
accepted out of 43,518 applications. The screening 
process for admission is based on cumulative academic 
performance, recommendation letters, and extracurricular 
activities. Kim Lovaas, Director of International Student 
Services, told the team that the university has been 
overenrolled for the last few years so they will be 
reducing offers next year. 75% of students are from within 
Washington State, 7,356 are international students, and a 
further 100 are Thai students.

Strengths

STEM

Undergraduate 
Student Population

40,000*

Acceptance 
Rate

45.4%

Currently Enrolled  
Shrewsbury Alumni

11
Sarit(15) Tham(15) Grace(15) 

PomPom(16) Poom(16) 
Benz(16) Wit(17) Punch(17) 
Kay(17) Hom(17) Fame(18)

Total Shrewsbury 
Alumni Enrolled**

22

** Since 2004* 32,594 undergraduate

 ▲ Poom is thriving at Udub.
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Student experience is paramount at the 
University of Washington with 60% of 
students staying in Seattle for at least one 
year after graduating. The school boasts 
impressive internships at companies 
including Boeing, Microsoft, Amazon, and 
Costco, among others.
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