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HEAD’S

REVIEW
Welcome Back!

COMING SOON: RMH Senior Production

We hope you all had a wonderful and restorative festive
break, and that this new year will be a fantastic one for
everyone.
Our Christmas Catch-Up feature follows an end-of-term
packed with activity right up until the very last day.
Looking back over some fantastic events reminds us
what a wonderful community we’re returning to!
It has been an intense return for our Year 13s, who
embarked straight into mock exams. The lessons
learned from these exams will be put to good use now,
and we know you will all bring renewed focus, energy
and enthusiasm to your subjects as lessons return to
normal. Well done to you all.
We are delighted to announce that Miss
Sara Baldwin - Head of English - has
accepted the role of Head of Pyramid for
Merlin, and we are excited to see what
she brings to the Pyramids. The Pyramid
Academic Challenge (launched last week)
is, fittingly, Creative Writing (further details on page 5).
The Senior School were inspired by Old Girl Jessica
Robson last week, who launched the Careers Assembly
programme with a talk about her charity (more details
on page 7). The Careers Programme is all about
inspiration, information and support for our students
as they look to the future; dreaming, planning and
preparing for taking their place in the world. This
assembly was a superb example: it is exciting to think
what can be achieved when we take our own difficulties,
and look at how we could use our experience to help
others who are also struggling. Jessica’s global charity,
and its newly launched Eastbourne RunTalkRun group,
has the potential to make a huge difference to countless
people’s mental health and wellbeing.
Again, welcome back - and all our wishes for a happy
and fulfilling year in 2020.

In this edition...
Christmas Catch-Up: the Lower School Production,
Junior Christmas celebrations, Boarders’ Christmas party,
Knights’ Review, Pyramid Christmas song competition and
more... pages 2-3
Junior News: learning about the world through nonfiction... page 4
Academic Spotlight: Mathematics... page 4
Academic News: Year 7 visit Battle Abbey, and creative
writing challenge a-plenty... page 5
Arts Update: A fond farewell to Mrs Williames, a chance
to catch up on EYR, a trip to Blood Brothers at the Congress,
Just Sing! and the Advent Carol Service... pages 6-7
Careers Update: Jessica Robson and RunTalkRun... page 7
Academic and Unsung Heroes: page 7
Boarders’ Update: a new year in boarding and invitation
to day girls... page 8
Key Dates: page 8

Head’s Review

RMH Community - Christmas Catch-Up
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
We were busy with Christmas activities and celebrations
right up to the last day of term; here is just some of the
fun we had…
Lower School Production
The girls in Reception to Year 4 transformed into a
star-studded cast of nativity celebrities to put on a
spectacular show to celebrate the birth of Jesus and
retell the Christmas story. They entertained their
audience with fantastic songs and dances, including the
hustle, charleston and conga. The girls all did themselves
proud, they performed with humour, confidence and
glitz. Swann Hall truly became Strictly, the Nativity!

‘Over and Under’ and ending with the traditional
favourite, ‘Musical Statues’. They then enjoyed a feast
kindly prepared for them by the catering team, and a
visit from Father Christmas. We took the opportunity
to thank our catering team, not just for the fabulous
party food, but also for the care they put into providing
snacks and meals each day.

During the craft afternoon girls
worked in small groups (supporting
their younger buddies) to make a
range of beautiful Christmas items.
They practised their sewing skills on
Binca Baubles, decorated wooden
ornaments and some even had time to make a 2020
calendar. It was a lovely way to unwind after all the
hard work of recent weeks. Thanks to Mrs Martirossian
for organising the craft afternoon and to all junior staff
for leading party games!

Junior Celebrations
Junior girls celebrated the
end of term in style, with
their usual party and craft
afternoon. Having worked
incredibly hard all term, they
were treated to an afternoon
of party games, including
the
‘Winter
Chocolate
Game’,
‘Disappearing
Blankets’, ‘Pass the Parcel’,

Boarders’ Christmas Party
In Boarding, we had the most
amazing Christmas party. Lots of
members of staff came to join our
Boarding family for a fantastic 3
course meal cooked by Mr Wakefield
and his team. Miss Sargent and Miss
Karkach dressed as Mrs Claus and
Santa’s little helper whilst Ms Archer
was everyone’s favourite holiday thief, the Grinch. All
the girls looked wonderful in their outfits and really
got into the holiday feeling. We had some killer dance
moves from our Year 10 and 12 girls, and Mr Pollard
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busted some moves too. Our Head of Boarding, Angela
and our two prefects, Izzy and Emma gave a wonderful
speech summing up the last term and we all said a very
tearful goodbye to the short stay girls and the lovely
Jessie. We wish them all the best in the future and hope
to see them back with us soon. The night only ended
when Miss Karkach closed the dance floor and we all
danced our way home. (With the exception of Emi who
got a ride on Kai’s back because heels and dance don’t
mix.) We are all looking forward to the new term, and
from everyone here in Boarding we wish you a very
happy new year.

RMHA Bazaar
Another big thank you is due to the RMHA for the
Christmas Bazaar; an evening of fundraising and fun as
we all got ready for Christmas. Thank you to all who
organised the stalls, made the hall look so lovely and
festive, and of course to Santa and his Elf for attending
at such short notice!

Psychology at Zizzi’s
The Psychology Dept enjoyed
a delicious three course pizza
feast at Zizzi’s in Eastbourne
shortly before the Christmas
holiday, not only to get into
the festive spirit, but to also celebrate the hard work and
achievement of the incredibly dedicated Psychology
students.
Knights’ Review
The Knights’ Review is a huge
favourite for many of us in the RMH
calendar - a festive feast of laughter,
performances (both impressive and
hilarious) and fun together. Huge
thanks to the Knights for organising
another fantastic event, to all who
took part, and to all who helped
make it happen.

Pyramid Christmas Song Competition
Once again, the Pyramids worked together to put on a
festive performance for each other - it never ceases to
impress how the girls and staff collaborate in so little
time to put on such fantastic mini-shows, and the sense
of shared enjoyment and endeavour certainly adds to
the Christmas Spirit.

Head’s Review

Junior News

Academic Spotlight

Exploring the World Through Non-Fiction

Maths

Year 5 have been learning about news reports and
newspapers in their lessons last term. They have
investigated the structure of a report and have explored
home and world news in their reading comprehension
homework. They have written their own news reports
centred on a key event in their class text, Varjak Paw,
and they have enjoyed reading the First News papers
in their free reading time. They were challenged at the
end of term to complete a big news quiz, by seeking
answers in the weekly editions from the year – they
were fascinated by the news about entertainment,
sports, animals and the ‘Crazy but true!’, alongside the
home and world news sections. Reading non-fiction
enables children to explore different styles of writing
and expands their vocabulary whilst enabling them to
develop their general knowledge skills and awareness
of what is going on in their world.

Happy new decade from the Maths Department!
A Level pupils have recently taken part in the annual
Senior Maths Challenge.
This is a national competition, where pupils test their
problem solving skills. I would define problem solving
as the process of finding the answer to a question
which you are unfamiliar with, and with which you
are not immediately certain of how to proceed.
Mathematicians enjoy this state of uncertainty (even
if, at times, it is frustrating or effortful!), and the Maths
Challenge is a wonderful opportunity for pupils to
challenge themselves by trying to apply their knowledge
to unfamiliar problems.
The girls achieved some fantastic results, with the
following pupils all set to receive certificates:
Aya		
Dan		
Jan		
Janice		
Emma Z.
Angela H.
Jasmine Z.
Izzy Z.		
Hollie		

Gold
Gold
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze
Bronze

Congratulations to all the girls on their achievements;
we hope you enjoyed the challenge!
Here is one of the questions from the paper for you to try;
as with all Maths Challenge questions, calculators aren’t
allowed and you will need to use some mathematical
reasoning to find the answer quickly!

...You can read about our Christmas Crafts
afternoon and Party, and our Junior Production,
in the Christmas Catch-up Section on page 2!

Other year groups will soon have a chance to take part in
the Junior and Intermediate Maths Challenges, and we
hope you will all take up the challenge with enthusiasm:
the Intermediate Maths Challenge (Years 9-11) will
take place in February, and the Junior Maths Challenge
(Years 7-8) is in April.
Mr Walker - Head of Maths
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Academic News
Creative Writing
Once again the English Department were blown away
with the entries for the latest - Christmas-themed creative writing competition.
We had some exciting poems, gripping short stories and
even a Christmas song! After many deliberations, we
decided there could only be one winner - a wonderful
Year 7 Explore Battle Abbey
poem written by Daisy L. in Year 6 - very well done, Daisy!
Last term, Year 7 studied the build up to the events of
Miss Baldwin - Head of English
1066, a date known to almost everyone in England. The
last time England was successfully invaded, and indeed,
Christmas by Daisy L. (Year 6)
conquered.
Here comes that time of year,
when the world is filled with special cheer
Battle Abbey was (almost certainly)
elves, presents and reindeer.
the site of this great turning point in
What makes it so euphoric?
History, but our concerns were fixed
The scent of mint, and cinnamon stick?
on rather more mundane matters
or could it be, could it might
to begin with – has everyone got
be the wintry bond that makes us all unite?
wellies? During our guided visit
But perhaps it is, in the eyes of a young child, the glow
we were able to try on chain mail
of a light in their eyes as they watch for snow?
and walk (or rather, squelch) in the
Either way, everyone
footsteps of soldiers from that day.
may relax in the happy Christmas fun.
It was easy to imagine how tough
So I remind you here, so you might remember,
it would have been to have to run
to soak up the joy of this December.
up and down the hill in full armour,
holding a sword and shield. The
weather and underfoot conditions
helped to bring home the difficulties
for those involved.

Pyramid Academic Challenge 2020

We launched our ‘Pyramid 500 words’ competition
last week - an exciting opportunity for students to
showcase their incredible writing skills whilst competing
Students said:
for valuable Pyramid points. The task is to write a piece
• [It was] fun and interesting... I discovered that of creative writing inspired by the theme of ‘truth’- it
helmets were designed so that an axe or sword can be whatever style of writing they wish and there
would slip off it.
will be support sessions running during Pyramid time in
• A great experience to learn about my heritage and the next two weeks. Seniors must stick to a 500 word
think about things that occurred years ago.
limit, whilst juniors can write as much as they wish to.
• Chainmail stopped arrows.
Entries must be handed in to Heads of Pyramids by 4th
• We actually stood on the field where they fought.
February 2020.
• The armour was so heavy.
Happy writing!
Mrs Gamester - History teacher Date
Pyramid Location/Activity
Tue 21st Jan 2020
13.30-14.00

Own Pyramid assembly – creative writing
Certificates handed out

Tue 28th Jan 2020
13.30-14.00

Own Pyramid assembly - creative writing

Tue 4th Feb 2020
13.30-14.00

Joint assembly - Swann Hall - competition
launch

Tue 11th Feb 2020
13.30-14.00

Senior school 500 word creative writing awards

The Heads of Pyramids
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Arts Update
A Fond Farewell to Mrs Williames

Blood Brothers at the Congress

We were very sad to say goodbye
to Mrs Williames at the end of
term. She has been an integral
part of the Art and Design team
since joining the school in 2008.
She was a wonderful Head of
Art for many years, making a
big impact with both staff and
students. With a passion for
sculpture, she has inspired many
students in her time with us.

Year 11 GCSE Drama and Year 12 BTEC students went
to see the acclaimed production of Blood Brothers at
the Congress Theatre in December.

Mrs Williames has, in more recent years, taken the
Junior School Art classes under her wing, and helped
to motivate and excite at the lower end of the school,
enthusing girls with a passion and providing an
excellent grounding in visual literacy as they move into
the Senior school. Mrs Williames has also nurtured our
gifted and talented girls, alongside the Art scholars,
providing them with opportunities to develop work of a
more personal nature.
Not stopping there, Mrs Williames has also been involved
in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme for the school, happily
spending weekends away on expeditions to support the
needs of the girls. Her hard work and commitment to
the school has always been greatly appreciated by both
the teachers and students, and she will be sorely missed.
Thank you for being such a fantastic member of the
RMH family Mrs Williames - we wish you the very best
for the future.

Missed EYR?! Don’t Worry...
For those of you who missed our fantastic contribution
to Eastbourne Youth Radio, it is available to listen to
online at: https://www.mixcloud.com/eyrlistenagain/
Our show was Friday 15th at 11am. Please do tune in it was a belter.

The show is centred on the lives of twin brothers who are
separated at birth, and while these performances - from
Joel Benedict as Eddie and Alexander Patmore as Micky
- were excellent, the production is always driven by the
performance of their biological mother, Mrs Johnstone.
Lynn Paul, of New Seekers fame, played the part and,
although a little old for the role, she sang the emotive
numbers Tell Me It’s Not True and Marilyn Monroe
excellently. The students were very impressed with the
performance of the Narrator, played by Eastbourne’s
own Robbie Scotcher and he certainly brought a degree
of menace to his performance. The girls have been
studying the play for their GCSE written examination
and so the ending was not a surprise to them and no
tears were shed. The member of staff who was unaware
of the tragic nature of the tale was seen dabbing his
eyes at the end of the very good performance though!

Just Sing!
On the last Thursday of term, we welcomed the children
of Willingdon Primary School Choir and their director,
Chris Hills, to Roedean Moira House for our annual ‘Just
Sing!’ day. The children benefitted from a full day of
activities alongside our own Year 3-6 students. They
enjoyed musical theatre and singing coaching sessions,
delivered by our specialist staff, before recording Jingle
Bell Rock in our studio. After a slap-up Christmas lunch,
all students involved went to Swann Hall for a short
performance of Jingle Bell Rock, True Colours (RMH),
and the collaborative song, Raise My Voice. Plenty of
Willingdon parents came to enjoy the performance, and
all students had a thoroughly enjoyable and productive
day. Special thanks must go to Mia Longman, Liv and
Camryn (our Year 9 helpers), Neil Wakefield and his
team, Frank and, of course, Jenny Jones, for making this
event such a success again.

Advent Carols
At the start of December, we returned to All Saints’
Church for our Advent Carol Service. The church was
packed with all our students, staff, and their family and
friends. At 3pm, the lights were dimmed and the Elite A
Cappella Choir, gathered at the rear of the church, sang
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the beautiful Spanish carol, El Señor Nacio en Belen
before processing up the aisle to Once in Royal David’s
City, the first verse beautifully sung solo by Maya K. The
welcome and bidding prayer were given by Revd. Robert
Lovatt, followed by our first reading, read by School
Knight, Georgia H-M. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
was preceded by a fanfare for brass, composed by Sir
David Willcocks, and played con forza by the RMH brass
ensemble. The carol was accompanied by the brass
ensemble, chamber orchestra, and Mr. John Eady, on
organ. Lucy A. in Year 7 gave the second reading, which
was followed by a beautiful rendition of John Rutter’s
Candlelight Carol, sung by the massed school choirs.
Amelia B. from Year 10 read the third lesson, before the
RMH staff choir, in keeping with tradition (started last
year), sang the earthy 15th century folk carol, Lullay My
Child, with Bronwen T. (Year 11) and Aya W. (Year 12)
providing excellent accompaniment on violin and cello
respectively, alongside our harpist, Alice Phelps. Our
fourth lesson was a dramatic reading of ‘Visitors from
the East’ (Matthew 2:1-11) by members of the Junior
School. Next the girls from Reception to Year 4 brought
us a brilliant medley of songs from their recent Nativity
production, Lights, Camel, Action!, led by Mrs. Jones,
putting smiles on everyone’s faces with their joy and
energy. Our principal, Mr.Wood, read the final lesson
before Julian Dale, All Saints’ young people and families
worker, gave the address, titled Birds in the Snow. The
congregational carol O Little Town of Bethlehem was
followed by a final prayer, read by Jemima S. in Year
11. Revd. Lovatt then gave the final blessing, before
another Willcocks fanfare for brass preceded the final
congregational carol, O Come, All Ye Faithful.
Thanks, as ever, go to all of our wonderful RMH
colleagues, the staff at All Saints, our guest musicians,
and all of the parents, friends and family of our students,
who support us so wholeheartedly at these events, and
during the lead up. It was wonderful to see a full church,
and hear such lusty singing.

Careers Update
Jessica Robson, RMH Old Girl, led our first Careers
Assembly of the Spring Term on Monday 6th January,
and presented her mental health charity ‘RunTalkRun’
to all the senior school.
In a very moving and inspiring presentation, Jessica
explained her own personal journey to the founding of
her charity, now operating in many countries worldwide.
Jessica also announced the opening of her charity’s
first RunTalkRun event in Eastbourne – a gentle 5km
jog for all abilities, and a safe space to talk about your
mental health: starting weekly from Monday evening
20th January 2020.
Further details can be found on Jessica’s website www.
runtalkrun.com.

Academic Heroes
Our
spotlighted
subject,
Maths,
nominated Aya as their Academic Hero
this week: Aya was the school’s top scorer
in the Maths Challenge, but is also a
wonderfully good-natured, enthusiastic
and hard-working student.

Unsung Heroes
Our wonderful Catering Manager, Neil
Wakefield, has been nominated as an
Unsung Hero. Quite apart from running
a fantastic daily provision for us, and the
special events he and his team cater for
so beautifully: he is forever going above
and beyond, and arranging catering provisions with a
moment’s notice. Thank you so much Neil!

Whose praises deserve to be sung?
We love to hear from you! Email us at:
news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
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Food for Thought...

Boarding Update
Welcome, and Welcome Back!
Our boarders are settling back well and we had a gentle
week whilst everyone recovered from jetlag and caught
up with friends, and our Year 13s embarked on mocks.
We were delighted to welcome 4 new girls to Boston
this term; coming from China and South Korea, they are
absolutely lovely, and settling into RMH well with our
warm welcome.
At the time of writing, we’re looking forward to heading
off to Hastings for some shopping and crazy golf, and
celebrating Russia by having a fun and yummy dinner.
We are also preparing for Chinese New Year which is
exciting.

Day Girls:
Join us for our Weekend Day-Trips!
Don’t forget that Day Girls are always welcomed on
our weekend trips! It is a great way to get to know
each other better, and enjoy time together. Day Girls
wishing to join us for any of these trips just need to let
Mrs Vallantine or one of the Boarding staff know. Trips
for this term will be:
Date		Trip 					Cost
25/01/20
Go-karting 				
£15
01/02/20
Middle Farm 				
£5
08/02/20
Cuckmere River and Birling Gap
free
29/02/20
Visit to Roedean 			
free
07/03/20
Harry Potter Studios 			
£50
14/03/20
Brighton Sea Life Centre 		
£15
25/04/20
Walk and Picnic			
free
08/05/20
Drusilla’s				
£15
09/05/20
Ashford				
free
16/05/20
Beach Clean Up			
free
06/06/20
Walking the Seven Sisters		
free
20/06/20
Thorpe Park				
£45
Have a great term, and a healthy and happy 2020.
The Boarding Team
@RoedeanMoiraHouse

Quotes from the field of Mathematics - our Spotlighted
subject this issue...
I like crossing the imaginary boundaries people set
up between different fields—it’s very refreshing.
There are lots of tools, and you don’t know
which one would work. It’s about being
optimistic and trying to connect things.
- Maryam Mirzakhani
(Maryam Mirzakhani was the first woman to win the prestigious
Fields Medal, often considered the Nobel Prize of mathematics.)

The pure mathematician, like the musician, is
a free creator of his world of ordered beauty.
— Bertrand Russell

IMMINENT KEY DATES:

21st January: Years 10-12 HE Information Event
22nd January: Year 11 GCSE netball filming
23rd January, 7pm: RMHA meeting
25th January: Chinese New Year - Boarders’ Dinner
and Party
27th January: Year 4-8 IAPS Swimming
28th January: Year 10-13 Visual Arts Trip
28th January: Year 3&4 Book Share and Chat
29th January: Year 5&6 Book Share and Chat
30th January: Pre-Prep Book Share and Chat
30th January: KS3 Parents’ and Options Evening
27 February, 5.30-6pm (Sitting Room): Careers
Presentation by ‘Firstpoint USA’: gaining sports’
scholarships to American Universities
5th March: World Book Day
10th March, 5pm (Y5 classroom): Y5/6 residential
trip meeting
12 March, 10-4pm (Gildredge House): Enterprise
Competition (selected Year 10 pupils)
20th & 21st March, Swann Hall: Senior Production
Thursday

TERM DATES 2019-20:

14th February, 4.15pm - 23rd February: Half Term
27th March, 12pm: End of Spring Term
19th April: Boarders Return
20th April: Summer Term begins
8th May: Bank Holiday (school closed)
22nd May, 4.15 - 31st May: Half Term
26th June, 12pm: End of Summer Term

www.roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk

theknightshift_2019

