Dear Xavier family,
Don’t judge me, but the single greatest source of excitement for my December was
changing our new marquee. If you haven’t seen the sign, it is spectacular and thanks to the generous
donors who made it possible. We can now advertise multiple school events at once, using color and
animation, and without me risking frostbite every time a concert or theatre performance concludes.
Here’s the thing about the new sign – the possibilities are endless. I sit at my desk before school and
scroll through the hundreds of animations, trying to figure out a creative way to use that moving
subway car or to make the “Demolition Derby” animation work for exam days or the radio theatre
show. I toss and turn in bed, excited to get to school because I just realized that we are only 12 weeks
from Spring Break and I have just the background for the display. Am I odd? Probably. But admit it –
a life full of possibilities is energizing and enlivening!
Each of us is a walking billboard. The attitude that we communicate and the way that we speak to
each other sends as powerful a message as anything that could be animated on a marquee. Most significantly, as adults, we provide constant messages to our young people. Young people learn how to
disagree by watching their parents and teachers do it. They learn how to treat the less fortunate by
witnessing the actions of those whom they respect. When I meet a young person who is particularly
pessimistic, I am seldom surprised when my communication with the student’s parent takes a similar
tone. Several times a month, I reflect on an interaction with a student and realize that I had not chosen
my marquee carefully enough. It takes a lot to consider the message that we are sending to each other.
Attitude is a habit. Optimism is an outlook that must be cultivated. Gratitude is a worldview that must
be constantly cultivated. Kindness is an approach that must begin with being available. Here’s a New
Year’s resolution for all of us, the adults of the Xavier community. Let’s make our marquees more
positive, optimistic, grateful and kind.
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As you are probably well aware, we face an increasing battle for the hearts and minds of our young
people. Dr. Matthew Breuninger of Franciscan University says “Research suggests that the recent
cohorts of college students are the most anxious, depressed and suicidal to have entered our college
system ever.” While certainly there are elements of mental illness that require far more than positive
example, we also know that our young people report struggles to see that, as I often say, it is OK to
be OK. Talking about high school students, Dr. Breuninger reports that high school students are
“reporting less
positive emotion, fewer relationships with peers, feeling as if their life lacks purpose and less
engagement across various domains of life.” We might be quick to blame social media or a culture of
divisiveness, but let’s take some personal responsibility. How frequently do we demonstrate positive
emotion? It is easy to complain – but when do we show gratitude? When do our students see it?
When do we engage students in the kinds of experiences in which they see positive, optimistic, kind
adults who are grateful for the opportunity to serve and love? The goal of our school community is to
produce students who are prepared for college and career, not just academically but socially and
spiritually. What a great opportunity for us to put up a new sign, to send a positive message to our
students! These four years are formative. We can use them to send the right messages in the right
ways.
Today (January 1), we celebrate Mary, the Mother of God. What a marquee she was! Grateful in all
that she did. Faithful even during the tough times. Optimistic and brave. What must those who knew
Mary have learned from the marquee that she displayed every day? What are others learning from
me? I, for one, am going to use the excitement of the new school sign to do a better job of reflecting
on my own sign. I think I can make a bigger difference than simply
resorting to “Demolition Derby”. Join me – our students are worth it!

For God’s Greater Glory,
Xavier High School is a proud member
of the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School
System, and has been accredited by
AdvanceED (formerly the North Central
Association) since 1970.

Mike Mauthe
Principal
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From the Business
/Attendance Office

ACT Fee Waivers Available

Pre-Enrollment - 2020-2021

ACT is the most common college entrance exam taken by our
students. If you believe your family might qualify for a fee
waiver, please contact your child’s counselor or have your
student stop in the Guidance Suite to learn more.

Families are reminded that ACT allows qualifying students to
take the ACT up to two times free of charge.

The re-enrollment process saves you time and money. Your
Smart Tuition account will reflect a $75.00 re-enrollment fee
due in February on your established billing cycle. When you
pay that fee on time we accept that it is your plan to return to
Xavier Catholic Schools for the 2020-2021 school year. If your
student is not returning next year, notify us by January 31 and
the fee will not be charged.

Rest assured the counselors will respect your right to privacy.

st

If your family is unsure of plans for next year, if you cannot
afford the registration fee, or if your parish or WPCP pays your
registration fee we can preemptively turn off the fee from your
Smart Tuition account. Please contact Tara Pearce, confidentially, at tpearce@xaviercatholicschools.org or call (920) 7359380 before January 31.
If your family is adding a new student, contact Admissions so
we can send you a new registration packet. The FACTS scholarship process and the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program
(WPCP) enrollment process remain the same as previous years.
Lunch accounts should always have an available balance. Reminders are sent to families with low balance accounts. Please
remember that you can check your balance(s) through PowerLunch.
Attendance: A sincere thank you to all parents for reporting
absences by 8:15 a.m. each day. We appreciate your continued
cooperation! Please remember to call 882-6903 when calling
before regular school hours. When your student needs an early
dismissal, we ask that you call or send a note that s/he can exchange for an early dismissal slip. This avoids unnecessary interruptions to the classrooms.

Blue and White Week
Blue & White Week will be celebrated January 27 - 31,
2020. This is a fun-filled week with activities each day,
Mass on Wednesday, themed dress-up days, and school wide
activities each day, culminating in a pep Rally Friday afternoon. All are welcome!
Students are also invited to a casual dance after the Boy’s
Basketball game on Friday, January 31. The free dance will
take place in the commons and we will have refreshments.
We look forward to celebrating all the amazing students that
make XHS a great Catholic school!

Happy New Year From our Scrip Office
Have you heard about Scrip but have never purchased or
maybe have not purchased Scrip recently? Or maybe you did
not know that Xavier had a Scrip Program...
Why not begin 2020 by using the Xavier Scrip Program to
help with your tuition and other school costs?
The Scrip Office is open Monday - Friday (7:30 am -noon)
Additionally we are open on Wednesday afternoon from
2:30 pm until 4:00 pm
If you need help with Scrip, please contact Roy Clark at
rclark@xaviercatholicschools.org, 920-702-5510 or stop in
the Scrip Office at 101 E Northland Ave (which is the north
side of the Xavier Middle School)

News & Notes is a periodical which is published
monthly by Xavier High School, 1600 W. Prospect
Avenue, Appleton, WI 54914
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Freshman Parent Night

Online Course Selection

Parents of current freshmen are invited to attend an information
night on Tuesday, January 14 at 6:30 pm in the theatre. Members
of the Counseling department will discuss setting up a four-year
plan for your student in an attempt to help them pick the right
courses for sophomore year and beyond. All freshmen will be
working with a counselor in class to make choices for their
sophomore year schedule. This meeting will allow you to learn
about the choices your child has and discuss options with your son
or daughter.

The school counselors have begun visiting classes to
advise students about course selection for the 2020-21
school year. It takes a few weeks to reach all of the
students, so thanks for your patience. Teachers and
counselors are ready to answer any questions that you
may have about course choices. Students have until
Feb. 14 to enter their choices in Powerschool.

rd

An overview of courses available to sophomores will be shared at
this meeting as well as a brief description of the sequence of courses in each subject area. Come learn about all that Xavier has to
offer your student as a sophomore next year. Your student is welcome to attend this meeting but is not required as this information
will be presented to them in class.

Junior Parent Night
All parents of juniors are encouraged to attend this meeting on
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020 at 6:30pm in the Xavier High School
theater.

Class of 2020 Information
Measurements for graduation gowns were taken this
week. Students will be issued the gowns about the second week of May. Information was also given to the
students regarding ordering graduation announcements
and other graduation products. The representative will
be available on January 14 during the lunch times to
take orders.
Here is the link: Brickhouse School Services . This
information also available on the school website under
Student Counseling. Please contact Mrs. Breuninger

The counselors will review your student's transcript and discuss
course selections for senior year.

World Language Honor Societies

In addition, we will discuss topics pertaining to the junior
timeline: college entrance exams, finding the right college,
college visits, the application process, and our junior meetings with
your student.

Chinese, French, German and Spanish students may be
eligible for membership in one or more of our world
language honor societies. To qualify academically,
students must be sophomores or older and have
completed three terms of their language at Xavier. Their
grade point average in the language must be at least 3.5,
with no grade lower than a B.

The goal of Junior Parent Night is to help prepare you to make
informed choices about your child’s post-secondary options.

Sophomore Parent Conferencing
Sophomore parents and guardians should look for information in
January regarding the meeting that will occur with you, your child,
and your child’s counselor. In this conference, which is tailored to
address the needs of students at the midpoint of high school, we
will discuss your child’s talents, areas of interest, educational
development, and career interests.
We will also share information helpful in your planning for the rest
of high school, including graduation requirements, test
results, course selection, and post-secondary options.
Conferences generally last 45 to 60 minutes, and take place
throughout the school day. Your involvement is very important and
we hope for 100% participation by the parents/guardians of our
current sophomores!

In addition to the academic requirements, new
members must earn a minimum of six service/social/
cultural-activity points by the end of third term.
Continuing members must continue to maintain the 3.5
grade point average in the language and earn eight points
each year. The most popular ways to earn points have
been by preparing and serving international meals for
family and/or friends, hosting international students,
working at the International Dinner, viewing international
films, and tutoring students who are struggling with
language learning.
There are many other opportunities to earn points. The
complete list is included on the application for
membership, which may be obtained from any world
language teacher. The deadline for applying for
membership, either as a new or a continuing member, is
Tuesday, March 24th. The Academic Awards Night is
scheduled for Monday, May 4 .
th

Watch for the letter you will receive in late January with details
about scheduling your conference. We look forward to meeting
with you.

If you have any questions or want more information,
please contact your son or daughter’s world language
teacher.
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Acting Showcase and Improv Show

Orchestra News

7:00 PM Thursday, January 9 and Friday, January 10 2020
Xavier Fine Arts Theatre

Incoming students
Are you considering coming to Xavier High School next year?
Please be sure to look at the Orchestra webpage to see what the
orchestra program has to offer. We have a wonderful growing
orchestra program with many fun and exciting events and
performance opportunities.

As their final project, the Term 2 Acting class will present a
collection of monologues and scenes which they have
worked on throughout the term. The Improv class will add
excitement to the evening with a brief improv show using
games similar to those found on Who's Line is it Anyway.
The performance fulfills a requirement for the students in
the class and is free of charge. Doors will open at 6:45.

You also have the opportunity to sign up for Chamber
Ensembles, which meets before school. Chamber consists of
small groups of musicians, one person per part, working on
pieces together. Please contact Mrs. Kenney with any questions
you may have.
Winter Concert – Wednesday, February 19 , 2020 , 6:30pm –
Xavier High School
This will be an 8 grade and high school strings concert with a
combined full orchestra performance of “Amadeus” by Mozart,
“Ancient Echoes of Time” by Douglas Wagner and “Quest for
the Grail” by Michael Mogensen. In preparation for this concert,
the 8 grade orchestra class and a select number of 8 grade band
members will be taking a field trip to the high school for a
rehearsal in early February. This is an exciting time for the 8
graders to see a glimpse of the wonderful Fine Arts that Xavier
has to offer. Please come hear the results of all the student’s hard
work!
th

Performing Arts Trip Parent Meeting

th

th

Performing Arts Trip to Los Angeles
There will be a mandatory meeting Wednesday, January
15th at 6:45PM for parents of students who will be traveling
with us to Los Angeles in Spring.
At least one parent should attend along with the student
who will be traveling. The meeting will be in the Fine Arts
Theatre and doors will open at 6:30. We will discuss flight
details and requirements for ID, itinerary, and payments and
answer questions about the trip.
Please bring the ID you will use at the airport to confirm
your information with us - driver's license, school ID, state
ID, passport etc. Our list must match your ID.

8th

th

th

High School State Honors Orchestra Audition Schedule
The High School State Honors Orchestra schedule is posted
online. This orchestra is a great opportunity to play with talented
musicians across the state. If you registered, be sure to check out
www.wsmamusic.org for more information. Good luck to all
those who will be auditioning Saturday, February 1 .
st

Solo & Ensemble
District Solo & Ensemble for the Xavier Orchestra will be on
Saturday, March 7 at Kaukauna High School. Students have the
opportunity to prepare solos, duets, trios or quartets for a
qualified adjudicator. Please encourage your son or daughter to
participate in this event as it is a wonderful opportunity to have
another musician’s feedback on your student’s musical progress.
th

Saturday January 25 – Celebrate, Fox Cities Exhibition Center
5 – 6:30pm
Wednesday February 19 – 8 – 12 Grade Winter Concert,
6:30pm, XHS Fine Arts Theater
Saturday March 7 – District Solo and Ensemble, Kaukauna
High School (all day)
April 10-17 – Fine Arts Trip to California (not required but
suggested)
Saturday May 2 – State Solo and Ensemble, Green Bay (only
those receiving a 1* at District)
Monday May 11 – Fine Arts Awards Night, 6:30pm, XHS Fine
Arts Theater
Wednesday May 20 – Spring Concert, 6:30pm, XHS Fine Arts
Theater
th

th

Laura Kenney, Orchestra Director
lkenney@xaviercatholicschools.org
(920)733-6632 ext. 4214
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Celebrate is less than three weeks away!
 The Early Bird reservation deadline is this Thursday, January 9, 2020. After the 9th, admission
prices increase, so get your reservations in now! Click here to register online or send in/drop off
your admission card to any campus.
 Event Volunteers Needed! The Celebrate SignUpGenius is now available. We need almost 100
event volunteers to make Celebrate a success. Please consider volunteering before, during, or after
Celebrate. We receive a huge and wonderful response from high school students, but also need
adult volunteers. Note: XHS students have their own SignUpGenius emailed to them.
 Extra Gift Cards? Did you buy or receive gift cards that you are not going to use? We need
them for our Mystery Box game! Please put them in an envelope marked Celebrate, include your
name for donation acknowledgement purposes, and turn in to any campus. Thank you so much!
 Live Auction Sneak Peak—we have amazing live auction items this year—something for everyone! Sports— Fantasy Football league entry and luxury draft trip to Las Vegas, Brewers group package for 20, Arlington Horse Racing trip, autographed and framed jerseys (Giannis, Rodgers and
more!). Food—the Vande Hey Grilling party, Paella dinner, and four-course dinner for eight at Cannova’s are all back. Much more and additional details to come!
Our last pre-Celebrate meeting is next Tuesday, January 14 at noon in the XHS Library. Join us if you
can! If you have any questions about Celebrate, call Lisa, Stephanie, or Bob at 735-9380 or email Lisa at
lpfaff@xaviercatholicschools.org or Stephanie at szinser@xaviercatholicschools.org
th
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HAWK FALL ATHLETIC NEWS - 2018
Another successful fall for Xavier athletics, as our teams
competed as the smallest school in the Bay Conference. Over
sixty percent of our students participated in a fall athletic
team. The Hawks earned four conference championships, two
regional championships, one sectional runner-up and two
sectional championships, four conference Players of the Year,
and a state champion doubles team! Five of the seven sports
of our fall sports advanced in WIAA tournament play and
three were represented at the state level!

GIRLS & BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Under the guidance of 17th year head coach Scott Doering,
the boys’ team finished 4th in conference and the girls’ team
took first, paced by 4x conference champ senior Annie Higgins. The girls team won the sectional, resulting in the team
taking 5th at state. The young Hawks ahd two sophomores and

three freshmen on the state team with two seniors
leading the way. Higgins finished in 10th place, earning
her fourth trip to the state podium. Senior Mitchell Lambert
also qualified for state. Alum Sam Pawlak was the assistant
coach along with Andy Vande Hey.

FOOTBALL
The Hawks were competitive in the Bay Conference, placing
fourth in the conference. Head Coach Dave Hinkens led the
Hawks to qualifying for the WIAA playoffs for the 17 th time
in his 19th year at the helm. The Hawks lost to Denmark in
Level 1.
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VOLLEYBALL
The Hawks, led by fourth year head coach Luke Herriges, were
again undefeated in dual conference play, and finished the conference tournament as undefeated as well. The regional champion Hawks lost a 4 set match in the sectional final to LuxemburgCasco. Coach Herriges was assisted by Jeff Vanden Heuvel,
Andrea Fiestadt, Kelsey Riedel, and Morganne Markofski.

2019 Fall Bay All Conference
Congratulations to the following Xavier student-athletes who
were named to the Bay All-Conference Teams:
CROSS COUNTRY – BOYS – 4 Place
Mitchell Lambert SR 1 Team
Nick Mastorides SR HM Team
th

st

CROSS COUNTRY – GIRLS – 1 Place
Annie Higgins SR 1 Team **
Jessica Kwasny SR 1 Team
Veronica Much FR 1 Team
Rae Willison FR 1 Team
Allison Matzek SO 2 Team
Catherine Higgins SO HM Team
**Bay Conference Runner of the Year
st

st

st

st

st

nd

FOOTBALL – 4 Place
Chris VandenHeuvel SR 1 Team Wide Receiver
Mac Strand JR 1 Team Linebacker **
Sam Kiesner SR 2 Team Kicker
Andrew Schermerhorn SR 2 Team Defensive Line
Nate Clemons JR 2 Team Offensive Line
Sam Loken JR 2 Team Linebacker
Mac Strand JR 2 Team Running Back
Trent Twombly JR 2 Team Linebacker
Ray Zuleger JR 2 Team Quarterback
Ethan Severin SO 2 Team Defensive Back
Jonathan Bryan SR HM Offensive Line
Bryce Woelfel SR HM Defensive Back
**Bay Conference Linebacker of the Year
th

st

st

nd

nd

nd

GIRLS GOLF
The Hawks were conference, regional, and sectional
champs! The team qualified for state and captured 5th place.
Junior Lauren Haen was the Bay Conference Player of the
Year. The team was coached by Xavier alum Jason Haen, in
his third year at the helm.

BOYS SOCCER

nd

nd

nd

nd

nd

The boys’ soccer team was guided by fifth year coach John
Meyer. The Hawks finished 4th in the conference. After defeating Ripon in their tournament opener, the Hawks lost
their second round regional game at Notre Dame. Coach
Meyer was assisted by Jeff Burton, Jim Wilkinson, and XHS
alum Jordan Meyer.

GIRLS GOLF – 1 Place
Lauren Haen JR 1 Team **
Kate Bernecker JR 1 Team
Tillie Carew SR HM Team
Gaby Wittmann SR HM Team
Lizzie Tetzlaff JR HM Team
**Bay Conference Player of the Year

GIRLS TENNIS

SOCCER – 4 Place
Sam Kiesner SR 1 Team Midfielder
Adrian Chenci SR 2 Team Forward
Aiden Carney JR 2 Team Defender
Theo Douglas SR HM Team
William Mattsson SR HM Team
Ryan Draheim SO HM Team

Led by seventh year head coach Rick Jandl, the Hawks again
were undefeated champions in conference play and qualified
the entire varsity team for sectionals. Five girls qualified for
state: junior singles player Anne Marie Knabe, the doubles
team of junior Kiley McCormick and sophomore Carly Bomier and the doubles team of junior Erika Curtin and senior
Ellie Macksood. Curtin and Macksood returned as WIAA
Division 2 State Champions! Coach Jandl was assisted by
Chris Nehrbass, Gary Akgulian. and XHS alum Rich
VanderHeiden.

st
st

st

th

st

nd

nd

Athletics continued on page 9…...
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GIRLS TENNIS – 1 Place
Ellie Macksood SR 1 Team doubles
Erika Curtin JR 1 Team doubles
Anne Marie Knabe JR 1 Team singles
Kylie McCormick JR 1 Team doubles
Carly Bomier SO 1 Team doubles
Bella Taleon JR 2 Team singles
Mary Van Straten SO HM Team singles
Maggie McGinnis FR HM Team singles
Megan DuBois SR 1 Team doubles
st

st

st

st

With the Christmas season just behind us, the season
of Lent is just around the corner. Lent begins with
Ash Wednesday on February 26.

st

st

nd

st

VOLLEYBALL – 1 Place
Emma Oelhafen * SR 1 Team OH **
Carolyn Popelka SR 1 Team L
Courtney Vande Hey JR 1 Team OH
Carly Michalkiewicz SO 2 Team OH
Bel Bovee JR HM Team MB
Kellan Meyer JR HM Team S
** Bay Conference Player of the Year
st

st

st

st

nd

Upcoming Events

January 21
January 25
January 27-28
January 29

All of these services will be held at St. Bernard
Parish from 9-10:15 am. We are grateful to the
many parish priests and retired priests who give of
their time so that we can offer this to our students.
We continue to celebrate Mass on Fridays at 7:15 am
in the school chapel. All students, parents and other
community members are always invited to join us!

* Denotes unanimous

January 10
January 14

During the season of Lent students will have an opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Services are
scheduled for each class:
 Freshmen - Tuesday, March 10
 Sophomore - Thursday, March 12
 Junior - Tuesday, March 17
 Senior - Thursday, March 18

XSC Blood Drive
Current Freshman Parent
Night (6:30 in theatre)
No School – End of Term
Celebrate!
Incoming Freshman Registration Nights
All School Mass

February 4
February 19
February 22
February 26
February 26

Junior Parent Night (6:30 in theatre)
Orchestra Concert (6:30 in theatre)
XSC Homeless Vigil
All School Mass
Half Day – Parent-Teacher Conferences
(4-7pm)

March 6
March 10
March 10
March 11
March 11
March 12
March 17
March 19
March 19-21
March 23-24
March 25
March 26

XSC Blood Drive
Freshman Reconciliation (9:00)
College Fair
All School Mass
Jazz Guest Artist Concert
Sophomore Reconciliation (9:00)
Junior Reconciliation (9:00)
Senior Reconciliation (9:00)
Spring Musical – Grease
Term Exams – Half Days of Classes
No School – Grading Day
All School Retreat Day (mandatory for all)

Our next all-school Mass will take place during
Catholic Schools Week/Blue and White Week. Fr
Bill Swichtenberg will join us on January 29 at St
Bernard Parish at 10:40. Fr. Joe Dorner will join us
for Ash Wednesday Mass on February 26 at 10:40.
As always, parents are invited to join us for Mass.
Juniors and Seniors can still sign up for the April 810 Kairos retreat. The retreat is a wonderful way to
dig deeper into your faith during one of the holiest
times of the Church year—Lent! See Kelly Wilda
for a permission form.

