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The festive season is now truly underway and children in all year groups have immersed themselves in the traditional
Christmas preparations over recent weeks. Talent and enthusiasm have been in abundance in our Christmas events
and productions on both sites and our children should be congratulated for the joy and pleasure they have given to
the whole school community.
This has been a busy and indeed productive term on many fronts, not least in sport where our senior boys and girls
have enjoyed so much national and regional success in hockey, rugby and football. The sports hall is fast taking shape
and is very much on schedule to be opened in the Summer Term. This wonderful new facility will certainly widen and
add new dimensions to our sports’ curriculum. In the classroom, your children have achieved so much and their
efforts and progress will be highlighted in end of term reports and new data cards for Years 6 and 7. Do please share
and discuss these reports with your children and in particular where recommendations are given.
This is very much the time for giving but at Danes Hill we don’t wait for Christmas to find a way to help others less
fortunate than ourselves. I am so pleased by the many and varied efforts of our children to raise funds for Combat
Stress, our nominated charity of the term. After New Year we will start the campaign to help The Cure Parkinson’s
Trust.
This is indeed a magical time for one and all irrespective of age; we will of course look forward to enjoying the turkey,
mince pies, lights and carols but it is also the time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. All over the world
families will come together to celebrate the birth of Jesus and share in the joy this brings. In the accelerated pace of
modern life it is a time to slow down, look around and appreciate the many gifts we have and spend quality time with
those we love.
Merry Christmas everyone and let’s look forward to welcoming the New Year and all it brings.
I look forward to seeing you all in 2020.
WD Murdock, Headmaster
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Shakespeare Schools Festival

Visit to Wisley

Earlier in November a selected group of actors from Danes Hill
performed in the annual ‘Shakespeare Schools Festival’. Over 100
children auditioned and a selected group of 35 actors from Years
5-8 were chosen. This year we had the wonderful task of
mounting a production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. This was
produced as an ensemble piece with all actors, simultaneously on
the stage, using a range of drama conventions to display the story.
Narration, slow motion, physical theatre, live music all rolled up to
tell this wonderful tale. The children had the privilege of
performing this piece at The Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts
(RADA), in London’s West End. The evening ended with a fabulous
critique from the Festival Director, claiming their performance to
be one of the best story-telling from any primary children he had
ever seen. A fun-filled, successful evening had by all.

What a wet day! The children all
behaved beautifully and good fun
was had despite the weather. The
childrenused theirsenses to feel
the soft leaves of lambs ears, smell
the thyme and rosemary; they also
looked at all the beautiful
autumnal colours and listened to
the sound of the rain on the glass
house roof. In theworkshops the
childrentook cuttings and planted
them, saw a slow worm and also
went on anautumn walk.

Poetry Recital
In November the English department held the annual Year 7 Poetry Recital. In Year 7 the children have been
studying World War 1 and this term the children havelooked at persuasive writingand writings from the
soldiers' letters and diaryentries. They have now tried their hand at poetry writing, taking inspiration from ‘In
Flanders Fields’ and other famous war poems. Twelve Year 7 children read their poems aloud to their English
teachers and a selection of senior managementat the Main
School. Following their readings the pupilsenjoyed a hot
chocolate and a
doughnut whilst
discussing with
the teachers their
inspirations for
their poems.

Christingle
The Year 3 children put on their Christingleto their parents,
siblings, friends and teachers. Christingle means ‘Christ light’,
the candle represents Jesus as the light of the world, the orange
represents the world and the red ribbon celebrates the birth of
Jesus. Through narration, song and dance the childrentold ‘The
Innkeeper’s Story’. The pupilsperformed beautifully and worked
very hard to create such an amazing performance with Mrs
Marr, Mrs Bingham and the rest of their Year 3 teachers. Well
done to you all!

Dream Jars
Year 4 pupilscreated their very own dream jars! In their English classes they have been studying Roald
Dahl’s The BFG, the Big Friendly Giant, who is befriended by a young girl called Sophie. The children were
focusing on the dream scene; the BFG has jars filled with good dreams which he gives to the children at
night. The children were trying their hand at some creative writing, creating their own dream sequence.
They also made their very own dream jars, using an old jar, coloured tissue paper, glitter and a little electric
candle to create the glowing effect. The children’s creations were beautiful as were their creative writing
pieces.

Cinderella Rockerfella
Congratulations to the Year 2 children on their fantastic production
‘Cinderella Rockerfella’. The children and teachers worked very hard to create
such an amazing show!

Remembrance Service
Danes Hill School gathered to remember those who fought in
the war in our annual Remembrance Service. The Main School
children and teachers all entered the Ark wearing poppies.
Poems and prayerswere read by the Upper School children,
including ‘In Flanders Fields’ which reminded the children of why
we wear poppies and remember those who fought for their
country. The beautiful service concluded with Mr Falshaw
playing ‘The Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ with a two minutes’ silence.

Bella the
Bevendean
Beagle
We are very excited to introduce
you to a new member of staff at
Bevendean. Bella was born on
Friday13 September. She is a purebred Beagle who is in training to
become a school dog and is set to
become an integral part of our
school community. Bella’s dad was
a Crufts winner called Tank and her
mum was called Tilly Dot. We have
enjoyed welcoming Bella to the
Bevendean community and will
embrace all that she has to offer
the school.

Outdoor Learning Day
On Thursday 7 November, Danes Hill, alongside 24,967
schools and 3,068,143 children across the world, took part in
Outdoor Classroom Day. All the teachers at school aimed to
take at least one of their classes outside during the day with
the maths department looking at shapes around the school,
the English department using leaves and nature to inspire
pieces of writing, the science department drawing distancetime graphs
outside and
completing a
treasure hunt to label a microscope and tutors completing a
nature collage and a mindfulness scavenger hunt. The weather
was on our side and the enthusiasm of the children was high!
The next Outdoor Classroom Day will be on 21May and
Danes Hill will be encouraging even more classes to take their
lessons outside!

Outstanding Skiing Success
Last month, four teams from Danes Hill qualified in the regional competition, for the English Schools' National
Dry-slope Ski Championships. This was more teams than any other school in the country! Those who
successfully qualified are: AEdgar, PFord, SJenkins and EOchoa in the U12 Girls' category;HColenso,
ODrake, NHardy and WWagnert in the U12 Boys'; LBailey, ABagshaw, CEdgar and MGuevara-Correa in the
U14 Girls'; and LBailey-Bain, CJerram, LJovanovich and MKing in the U14 Boys'. The finals took place in
Norwich, with the skiers all competing hard, nearly all a year or more young for their categories, against strong
competition from across England. Notably, the Boys' Under 12 teamdid brilliantly to win Bronze, as did
LJovanovich to win the award for fastest boy for his age. Medals and awards were handed out by four-time
Olympian, Chemmy Alcott, Britain's most successful female skier of all time.

The Big Draw
This year’s Big Draw theme was ‘Drawn to Life’.
Children from the Lower School, along with their
parents, were invitedto the dining room to help
their teachers paint large pictures of images ofthe
rain forest. It was a very successful evening on
many levels; the paintings are beautiful, so
colourful and full of expression. It was a pleasure
to watch parents, children and teachers enjoying
painting and chatting together. The finished pieces
have been displayed on the blue fence facing the
Wrens building for everyone to enjoy.

Geography Award
As part of The Geographical Association, Danes Hill
School has worked hard this year to ensure a high
level of geography education and enrichment for
our students. The Geographical Association
recently announced the Primary Geography
Quality Mark (PGQM) 2019 Awards; Danes Hill is
delighted to have achieved Silver level this year,
recognising a high standard of teaching and
learning in geography. This goes beyond the
classroom, as we saw geographical learning taking
place during Earth Day, a visit from a Nepalese
Sherpa talking about climbing Everest, and the
‘Beyond the Wall’ project, which involved children
presenting work about places they had visited.
Many thanks and
congratulations to all
the staff involved in
achieving this award,
in particular Emma
Harvey, and to the
children for their hard
work.

Pumpkin Picking
The Transition children looked at various topics all related to autumn. Following their harvest celebrations
at St Andrew’s Church, the children explored how we celebrate harvest, understanding how we harvest
wheat, potatoes and pumpkins and the importance of farmers. Their Autumn Term topic has been on
pumpkins and the tradition of pumpkin picking in the lead up to Halloween. The Transition classes went to
Garson’s Farm to try their hands at pumpkin picking. Upon arrival the children, teachers and parents took a
ride on a tractor to get to the field where the pumpkins had been growing. In their classes they went off
through the field to pick out their
favourite pumpkins, one each to take
home, a pumpkin for their classroom and
a pumpkin for Mrs Samson. The children
were delighted to make pumpkin soup
with some of the pumpkins they have
collected at school and they got the
opportunity to try their delicious soup.
This experience was great for the
Transition children as they love exploring
nature. They also got to try new and
exciting activities and learn all about the
world outside their classroom.

FODH Fun
We are very lucky to have the FODH (Friends of Danes Hill).
Family Day, Fireworks and the annual Christmas Fayre are
the events which took place in the Autumn Term. Glorious
weather was ‘ordered’ for Family Day that took place in
September. In November
the children, parents and
teachers enjoyed the
fairground rides and a
delicious BBQ under a
beautiful sunset, followed
by the spectacular
fireworks display. Then, in
December, the fabulous
Christmas Fayre. Thank you to everyone involved in
organising these super events!

Belfast Rugby Tour
Friday 25October saw the departure of the 2019
Senior Rugby Tour to Northern Ireland. 44boys
travelled on the trip which is always the highlight of
the sporting calendar. After 8 sessions of pre-season
training, all 3 squads felt prepared and raring to take
on the Irish in the midst of World Cup excitement!
First up were Killicomaine School, with whom Danes
Hill have formed a close sporting relationship over
previous years of touring. The Northern Irish always
provide passionate and determined opposition and this
year they did not disappoint tackling ferociously and running hard! The U12 A and mixed U12/13 teams
narrowly lost, with the U13 A eventually wearing the opposition down to earn themselves their first victory
of the season! After a fun filled weekend of training, rugby World Cup viewing, climbing, go-karting,
swimming, paintballing and ice hockey it was back to business against Campbell College, a large school full of
rugby tradition and also no other than Mr Andrews’s old school! Campbell looked strong in all three matches
right from the start with big ball carriers and a great passing game. All 3 Danes Hill teams lost however took
much away from the game which is sure to stand them in great stead for the season to come. Well done to
all the boys for giving their all on what was a great sporting and team building experience!

Surrey Cup Final Winners!
On Saturday 23 November, Danes Hill 1st XI football team played Cranleigh in the Surrey Cup Final. Both
teams deserved to be in the final and got the ball down, passing quickly. Our high pressure game caused
panic in the final third with our centre midfielders making many interceptions. However, we could not
convert this pressure into goals, despite creating plenty of chances. The deadlock was broken after 20
minutes when L Way hit a 30 yard free kick into the roof of the net. Danes Hill continued to dominate the
game and added a second shortly after half time, via our captain,
NKemp-Pedersen, striking the ball into the top corner from
outside the box. Cranleighpushed hard in the final 10
minutes, going very direct with their goal kicks, scoring with 3
minutes to go. This set up a tense final period but thanks to
some great defensive efforts, Danes Hill held on to win the
Surrey Cup. This is an amazing achievement for this group of
boys, who have worked diligently throughout the football
season.

Bevendean Christmas
Productions
It is such a wonderful time of year at Bevendean when everyone is well
and truly in the festive spirit. All the children were superb in their
Christmas productions, well done to all the children!

Christmas Lecture by
The Royal Institute of Science
There is nothing like a good explosion to begin the festive season and all the children in the Main School
were able to experience the wonders of the Christmas Lectures given by the Royal Institution of Science
on 7 November. The Christmas Lectures are the UK’s flagship science series. They were
started by Michael Faraday in 1825 and are now broadcast on National Television
every year. The pupils explored the concept of energy in a new light. W Faraday
in 2EEG is a descendant of Michael Faraday and one of the highlights of the
show was watching him create an explosion using his relative’s
electromagnetic science
experiment.

HOLLAND HOCKEY TOUR
During the first week of October half term 39 girls from Years 6, 7 and 8 travelled to Holland for the
2019Hockey Tour. During the tour the girls all played against two Dutch hockey clubs. The competition
was tough however the girls managed to win 4 out of the 8 games demonstrating their high skill level and
teamwork. The girls also thoroughly enjoyed enhancing their skills through training sessions with
masterclass coaches. On the final day the girls played in a hockey tournament- the U13Awon and the
U11Acame second overallwhich is a fantastic achievement. All the girls enjoyed experiencing the Dutch
culture, eating delicious pancakes, tobogganing,a very competitive game of laser quest and on the last
night dancing the night away at the disco.Well done to all the girls on a fantastic tour to Holland.

Paddock Afternoon
The Year 5 pupilstook a trip to the paddock for an afternoon of activities, exploring and games. On their walk
to the paddock they took part in a scavenger hunt, seeing what they could find amongthe trees. Upon arrival
theywent off foraging for materials they could use to create their snail. Using clay they shaped their snails
anddecorated them, some children sat their snail onleaves and others
decorated the snail’s shell with buttercup petals and threeleaf clovers. After
creating their beautiful artworks, with the help of nature, the children took
part in various team building activities. In their teams their first task was to
run with cups of water to fill up a bucket, the winning team needed to get
theirball to the top of the bucket the quickest! Their final activity was
entirely based on working as a team, they had to get from one end of the
paddock to the other using hula hoops without stepping out of the
hoopcentre or leaving any hoopunattended. The children thoroughly
enjoyed spending their afternoon out in the sunshine, exploring nature and
getting involved in some team building activities.

DiscoverYou Workshops
The DiscoverYOU workshops with the Year 6
pupils have all been completed. The DiscoverYOU
team initially met with the whole year group to
introduce them to the idea of thinking deeper
about what it is that they love to do and what
they think their talents and strengths are. The
children have enjoyed giving each other wonderful
feedback on how they would describe each other
and the caring friendships and bonds that they
have together.

Gingerbread Competition
A few weeks ago Middle School pupils were challenged to design their very own dream gingerbread house.
The entries were of a very high calibre and the eight shortlisted winners were invited to a Christmas
gingerbread house workshop. Christmas songs played in the background whilst the children were put through
their paces trying to assemble a house in the allocated ti
time. More sweets were eaten than used for
es that would have
ha made Hansel and Gretel
decoration, but the final result was a selection of houses
exceptionally happy!

The Little
Mermaid
On Tuesday 3 December, the Year
7 pupils put on a magnificent
production of ‘The Little Mermaid’,
directed by Mrs Louisa Graf and
music by Mrs Jeanette Marr; the
play was an outstanding success.
The talent of the hard-working
children combined with the
breath-taking costumery skills of
Mrs Rebecca McInally made the
performance even more electric.
The audience were hanging on the
edge of their seats as all of the
actors performed an extraordinary
finale of ‘Under the Sea’. The
backdrop was imaginatively
created by Mr Ben Hanlan. All of
this hard work was celebrated by
an astonishing, standing ovation.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in this event and very
well done to all of the children
who performed magnificently. A
special mention to Eva Jardella
(Ariel) and Alfie Hunter (Prince
Eric) for their efforts by learning
their lines over a short period of
time. Thank you to Mrs Louisa
Graf for choreographing this
incredible play; the Year 7 children
are truly thankful for all you do for
us.
Report by Jack Sisson - Year 7 pupil

Environmental Walk
The Year 1 childrenwent on their ‘Environment Walk’ in the
Autumn Term. Each day one of the Year 1 classes walked up
to Oxshott high street to complete some activities. 1RKS
walkedin the beautiful sunshine from Bevendean and in
groups they visited the florists,post office and the butchers.
In their classroom the childrenwroteletters to their
Headmistress Mrs Samson. The first group wentto the post
office to buy a1st class stamp which they stuck onto their
letter and then posted. The second group went to the
florists and gave them the flower pictures which the
children had drawn in their classrooms. The third group
wentto the butchers to find out how much 10 sausages
would cost. The butchers were very pleased to see the Year 1
childrenand showed them all the different produce they
sell. Finally the children all went into Munch and Wiggles to
enjoy a drink and a muffin. This was a great opportunity for
the children to explore their school’s local village, meet shop
owners and practise their money counting skills. 

House Music Competition
The children competed in the House Music Competition in October. The competition took place over two
days and the children played their chosen instruments and pieces to our guest adjudicator, Mr Nick Smith.
Mr Smith would determine a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place and the placed winners were then awarded points for
their houses. The competition was a great success and the music department were delighted with the
achievements of the musicians. Parents and teachers were invited to the annual House Music concert where
our children showcased their musical talents. There was a variety of instruments played, piano solos,
bassoon ensemble, an electric guitar and drum duet, a saxophone solo and various singing solos.
Congratulations to the Saxons for winning the House Music Competition and to all the performers who
took part.

National Hockey Champions
A record-breaking term for Danes Hill sport. Our girls’ hockey teams have been crowned in three national
hockey titles - U11 and U12 IAPS National Cup Champions and U13 IAPS National Plate Champions.
The U11 IAPS National tournament took place at Haileybury College. Having won their regional
competition, the girls were excited to compete amongst the best 24 schools in the country after a
phenomenal 189 teams had entered. In a fiercely competitive group stage, the girls fought hard to top
their pool with 10 points from their 5 games, conceding just one goal in the process. The girls then went
on to beat Foremarke Hall 1-0 in the quarter finals. In the Semi-Final, the girls faced St George’s. With
normal time and Golden Goal ending scoreless, it took a brilliant penalty save by our goal keeper and a
winning penalty from Danes Hill to send the girls through to the final. In the final, the girls faced Ashford.
After hitting the post in normal time, a scoreless 10 minutes resulted in Golden Goal to decide the
winners. Danes Hill piled on the pressure to score and were crowned U11 IAPS National Champions!
The U12 hockey team took part in the IAPS National Hockey Finals at Rugby School. The girls travelled to
Rubgy the day before and stayed overnight in a hotel. They were ready and raring to go on the day of the
tournament. In the pool stages, the girls scored an outstanding 14 goals in 4 matches and only conceded 1
goal, putting them top in their pool and through to the cup competition. The next knock out match was
crucial. The girls again demonstrated their strength at scoring goals and beat St Faith's 5-0. They were
thrilled to be through to the semi-finals and played local school Cranleigh. This was an exciting game and
both teams had chances to score. In the last 10 seconds of the 14 minute match, Danes Hill scored the
winning goal to put them through to the finals. The final game was against last year's Year 6 IAPS National
winners, Clifton College Prep. What a final this was! On the final whistle Danes Hill won the match 4-2 and
were crowned U12 IAPS National Champions!
The U13 Girls Hockey team competed in the IAPS National Finals at Repton School in Derbyshire. The girls
travelled the night before to prepare them ahead of a tough day. With a very hard pool, the girls got off to
a 0-0 draw in a closely fought match with Dean Close. They faced a tough 3 matches, all close together. A
2-1 win over Downsend saw the girls show great character before beating The Downs 4-0 with a brilliant
display of attacking hockey. Immediately afterwards, we headed to the sand-based pitch to face
Winchester House, unfortunately losing 1-0. Going into our final game, the just needed a draw to reach
the quarter-finals of the Cup but lost
2-1 to The Oratory. As a result we
were through to the plate
competition, facing Lambrook in
the Quarter-Final and
comfortably winning 2-0. In the
semi-final, the girlsfaced
Northampton and after a tense
match, scored a late goal to seal
a 2-0 win to set up a rematch
with Winchester in the Final. The
Final was an extremely tense
match with Winchester having
lots of chances withDanes Hill
defending brilliantly. With just a
couple of minutes left, Danes
Hill sprung a counter attack to
break through the Winchester
defence and scored to win the game
1-0 and be crowned U13 National Plate Champions!

PUTTING GREEN
At the beginning of the Autumn Term, it was evident
there were a lot of changes over the summer. The
sports hall is well under way, the Ark had a
makeover and an exciting addition to the grounds
is our brand new putting green!During lunchtime
the children are able to practisetheir putting skills
on thegreen with their friends and teachers. All
year groups have been very keen to try out this
new facility. At Danes Hill we are very lucky to
have beautiful grounds and the children, parents
and teachers have all been excited to try out the
new putting green!

European Languages Day at Bevendean
Bevendean celebrated European Languages Day in October.All the children came into school dressed in
costumes or in the colours of the European flags. In assembly Mrs El Bachir gave the children a wonderful
presentation on languages and a selectionof the Year 1 children
performed a song about the rain, in Spanish! The children had created
posters and recipes and S Kim created a poster for her class with all her
classmates’ names written in Korean. The children had a lovely morning
celebrating languages in their fantastic costumes.

Whole School Charity Swim
Danes Hill School participated in a sponsored Swim raising money
for our chosen charity Combat Stress this term. During their
swimming lesson children in Reception swam width relays and
those in Year 1 completed length relays. Children in Years 2 to 8
swam for twenty minutes, in any stroke, were able to change
strokes or use floatation aids to encourage them to swim as many
lengths as they could in the allocated time. Every child who
participated swam exceptionally well! In each year group a pupil
was awarded a prize along with 50 house points for swimming
the most lengths in their year, L Murray in Year 8 swam 50
lengths, J Gartside in Year 7 swam 42 lengths, N Van Maaren in
Year 6 swam 50 lengths, W Courts and J Acres both in Year 5 swam
40 lengths. A Stafford in Year 4 swam 36 lengths and in lower school R McDonald swam 36 lengths and R Lai
swam 30. Some of the teachers took part and
Miss Glover was the winning teacher who
swam 47 lengths in the 20 minutes.
Congratulations to all of those who swam
and for raising such an amazing amount of
money for Combat Stress.

