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How To Make A DIY Mini 
Winter Snow Hat
By: Evelan C. 

Supplies: scissors, paper towel roll, or 
toilet paper roll, ruler, yarn, mini rubber 
band (optional), tissue paper

Instructions:
1. Cut paper towel roll or, toilet paper toll 
(one inch in width)
2. Cut about 37, twelve inch pieces of 
yarn
3. Next, cover the one inch paper towel 
or toilet paper roll with yarn (1 piece at a 
time)

a. Take a piece of yarn and fold it 
in half
b. Put it through the roll
c. Take the bottom and slide it 
through the loop and pull

4. Repeat step # 3 until you cover the 
whole roll
5. Gather the tips of the yarn together on 
top with a mini rubber band or strand of 
yarn and trim the access to create a 
pom-pom.
6. Stuff the hat with tissue paper to keep 
its shape
7. Enjoy your mini winter snow hat! 

The Mitten Drive has 
happened again this 
year for the 30th time! 
So many people 
brought in mittens for 
people who need them! 

Congratulations to all the kids and classes 
who brought in mittens and 
congratulations to the kids who were able 
to bring in 30 pairs of mittens. We are very 
proud of the amount of mittens that we 
were able to collect. Thank you for 
participating Palos West! 

“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Mitten Drive
By: Sarah B.
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By: Leo N.

Counting Thyme is an amazing 
book.

Counting Thyme is about a girl 
named Thyme who has to move to 
New York from California, since her 
younger brother has cancer. Thyme 
feels embarrassed about her 
brother having cancer and lies 
about why she came to New York.

Counting Thyme is a book that hits 
you with emotion since Thyme, has 
to go through hard times at her 
new school, and is experiencing the 
feeling that she might lose her 
brother.
My opinion on Counting Thyme is 
that it’s an amazing book that more 
people should read.

“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Counting Thyme 
Book Review 
By: Sarah B. 
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How to make a snowman
By: Savannah G. 

If you are wondering how to 
make a snowman. This is what 
you are here for. 

The first step of making a 
snowman is to start by rolling a 
ball. Just remember the first ball 
is the largest ball for the 
snowman. 
Next, you have to roll a medium 
size ball. 
Then, make a smaller size ball. 
After that, stack them. The 
largest goes on the bottom, The 
medium size ball goes on top of 
the largest ball. 
Then, the smallest ball goes on 
top of the medium size ball.

What Do Dogs Do 
During Winter?
By: Kamile J.

Dogs during winter could be really funny 
to watch. Last year’s winter, my Red Fox 
Lab, had quite an adventure one day! 

My sister and I were playing outside in the 
snow with our puppy. Luji went next to 
our pond and put one paw on the ice. He 
thought it was hard enough to hold him 
but when he fully stepped on it… KA-
BOOM!!! Luji was soaked with freezing 
cold water! He was really surprised that he 
fell in. After that, Luji ran up the slide to 
the treehouse but was to scared to slide 
down. So my dad had to carry him all wet 
and freezing cold inside to get a bath. It 
was quite an adventurous day for Luji! 
Let’s see what other dogs do during 
winter!

Sofia in 4th grade has a dog named Duke. 
She says he likes to eat snow from the 
deck and once ran into a snowman and 
made a hole.

Austin in  4th grade has a dog named 
Winston. He says that Winston knocks 
down ornaments from the Christmas tree.

“Set and communicate high expectations 

Chick chat  
Specially made for Preschool through Second grade December 2019
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What to do on winter break
By: George s.

Chick chat  
Specially made for Preschool through Second grade December 2019
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Stuck Outside 
By: Leila G. 

Mrs. Farrin has two pet 
foxes. Their names are Soyer
and Quill. It was the 
beginning of winter. Soyer
was a very curious fox. He 
always sneaks out when 
nobody is looking. 

One day, when Quill was 
playing in the basement, and 
Mrs. Farrin was doing the 
laundry, Soyer snuck out of a 
hole in the wall. There were 
leaves on the ground. 

Snowy The missing dog
By: Nora M.
“Snowy! Snowy!” I yelled. Where are 
you? I was so worried about where 
my one year pup Snowy went. He 
has gone missing before but I was 
able to find him! It would be the 
worst Christmas ever, if I couldn’t 
find my best friend. 

I saw something in the snow. Snowy? 
Is that you? I ran over to the thing I 
saw. It looked just like Snowy’s little 
tail wagging but it was just my 
neighbors dog, Winter. He was a 
little golden retriever, just like Snowy.

After  looking for my pup for hours, I 
was getting too cold and called 
family to help me find him. But, just 
as I looked back I saw Snowy 
sprinting towards me. “Snowy!” I 
yelled. I am so happy to see you 
again!

“Set and communicate high expectations 

Chick chat  
Specially made for Preschool through Second grade December 2019
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Winter Activities  
By: J.B. M. 

If you’re bored in winter, here are some ideas to keep you busy while having 
fun. If it is snowing, why not make a snow fort? They’re pretty fun to make.

But if you don’t want to make a snow fort then have a snow ball fight with 
friends. I mean nothings more fun than getting to throw things without 
getting yelled at by your parents. Plus, you’re spending time outdoors and 
you’re not on your electronics.

You could also build a snowman. Or even a snow family if you wanted. You 
could build any sort of animal, creature, or person! I mean the possibilities 
are endless! There’s always something to build.

I remember when I was little my family and I  built a big snow slide! It was 
awesome we took our sled and sled down the slide. Maybe you could try to 
recreate the same thing. It would be a fun family activity.

Now here are some ideas from your fellow students.
Tessnim said, “Skiing would be fun!”

Leila said, “I make snowman and sled down hills.”

Kamile said, “I like to chase my dog in the snow.”

Colleen said, “I shovel the driveway and then pile all the snow up on the side. 
Then, I dig a hole in the pile from the side and make it my fort.” 

“Set and communicate high expectations 

Chick chat  
Specially made for Preschool through Second grade December 2019
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The SWC is organizing a 
toy drive for the first time 
at Palos West! It will be 
happening from Dec. 16th

to Dec. 20th. 

Please bring an 
unopened and 
unwrapped toy to school. 
There will be boxes in 
your hallway to drop off 
your toys. We would 
really appreciate, if you 
could donate a toy. 
THANK YOU!

“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Winter Poem
By: Leah A.

I love winter
Winter is fun

Fun presents to 
share

Share hot chocolate 
with friends

Friends to sled with 
in the snow

Snow is fun to play 
with in the winter

SWC Toy Drive
By: Kamile J. and 

Sarah B.
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I am here to teach you how to make a 
transforming ninja star, so let’s get right to it!
Did you know that you can write a message 
on a ninja star and then open it and the 
message will break apart and close it and the 
message will come back!

Now let’s build!

First, we will need to fold the post-it note so 
the corners are like a paper airplanes. 
Then, we will fold the corners up and then 
down, so It makes creases:

After that we will pinch the corners together, 
so it looks like this:
We will have to do this 8 times.
Note you are able to do this multicolor. I am 
doing blue and pink.

Finally, the hardest part, we have to slip one 
fold into another the put down the corners 7 
times. It will look like this:
Finally, we will slip the last one in fold down 
the corners but, this time we fold the corners 
into the edge slots of the other one!
It will look like this:
Now all you do is push the outside inside and 
boom: 
A ninja star!

“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

How to Make 
a Transforming 

Ninja Star 
By: Nayan B.

What should I do a DIY on next?

A: Normal Ninja star
B: Paper fortune teller
C: Something else (________________)
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

The Mystery of The Destroyed Snowman

One snowy December day, my friend Carl and I built the perfect snowman. It had 
nice rock eyes, a rock mouth, and buttons. We used one smooth carrot for the 
nose. We even added one of my mom’s red scarves. For a finishing touch, we gave 
him a coal black hat that Carl found in his basement. It was the best-looking 
snowman we’d ever made. We were proud of our hard work. Everything changed 
the next day.

I have a three-year-old brother named Wes. He loves to play in the snow. I woke up 
to hear him shouting, “Fwosty is dead, Fwosty is dead!” I ran to the window and 
couldn’t believe my eyes. Our snowman was destroyed! Wes was stomping around 
in the snow, smashing the leftovers of our creation.

I called Carl right away and told him to meet me in the front yard. 
“Noooooooooooooooooooo!” he screamed, when he saw our snowman. He turned 
to my brother and shouted, “Why, Wes? What did you do?” Wes looked 
shocked. “No me,” he cried. I know that my little brother can be a little fart, but I 
could tell that he was innocent. Who could have done it? I looked down and found 
footprints in the snow surrounding our snowman. They were larger than Wes’ small 
feet. More proof that it wasn’t him. Where did those footprints come from?
“Hey, Jackson! Look at that,” Carl said, pointing to the ground. I looked down and 
saw pieces of carrot sprinkled on the snow. “Why would someone eat that gross 
carrot before knocking down our snowman?”

Just then I remembered about the cameras we have around our house. We went to 
my mom and asked her to show us the video from the night of the calamity. “Yes,” 
she said. “Let’s take a look.” We watched the video curious to solve the mystery. It 
turns out the culprit was a deer. “A deer!?” Carl yelled. “Oooh when I find that deer . 
. . ” “Easy,” I said. “At least the deer had a yummy snack! We can build another 
snowman.” So we did, and it was even better than the first. THE END!

By: Cooper C.
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Amit’s TECH REVIEW!

On September 13th, the amazing IPhone 11 was launched and released to the public. It’s starting price is 
$1,099 and I got a special look at it when I went to the Apple Store in Orland Square. Today, I will tell you 
what the IPhone 11 Pro Max is like, my first look, the software, and my personal impressions on this amazing 
phone. 

First Looks:
When I got a look at it, I immediately realized that this phone has an incredibly sleek design, with a stainless 
steel and glass arrangement. It comes in all sorts of colors (space gray, silver, midnight green, and gold)!!! I 
also realized that there was a 3D retina scanner that uses your face as an ID and unlocks your phone with it! 
Well, you can say goodbye to the old home button, because in the latest Apple phones, there isn’t any!!! 
When I unlocked the phone, I saw this awesome OLED (organic light-emitting diode) and Retina display 
screen that was beautiful in every single way!!! I recognized that this phone has 3 cameras. The ultra-wide, 
the wide, and the telephoto. These work together to shoot 4K UHD (Ultra High-Definition) video.
Chips, and the IOS:
Now, I will talk about the IOS 13 and the A13 bionic chip. I saw that IOS 13 has many cool apps and really 
awesome tricks. One example is that when you open the messages and go to the keyboard. When you look 
at the apps, you might see a Memoji. Remember Animoji? Well, in this awesome new phone, you can make  
an Animoji of yourself, which is basically a Memoji (shown above) This is technically not new. It has been in 
the IPhone XS, IPhone XS Max, and the IPhone XR, which were released last year. The cool thing about the 
A13 bionic is that it can perform 1 trillion operations per SECOND! This means that the A13 Bionic is 
extremely fast and it’s the secret to fast processing of Retina display life like images, and Face ID. 

My Personal Impressions on this phone:
So, in my opinion, I don't think much has changed since the past edition of iPhones, but this IPhone looks 
very promising. I think that the only things that have changed are that
1: The cameras have been really updated with 2 additional cameras
2: The display is much more functional.
3: It has a sleeker design compared to its predecessor 
I don't really think that this IPhone is a big change if you already have IPhone X or later but you might want to 
test it out.
So, that's it for my FIRST tech review. I hope you enjoyed learning about this new IPhone and I can’t wait to 
write another tech review for our early 2020 edition!! 

What would you like me to review next (optional)?
Circle ONE.
Nintendo Switch
Apple Watch Series 5
Galaxy S10 Plus
Google Pixel 4
XBOX 1X

When you have chosen your pick, turn this into Ms. Prudden, Room 19. Thanks!!!

By: Amit P.
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Winter Activities!

Kids love to play snow games especially on snow days or school days off due to snow. There are 
Olympics for Adults too. I will now explain both of these activities in description, from King of the Hill, 
to Snowboarding. Enjoy!

Winter Games
Winter Games, everyone loves them no matter what. Personally I am a fan of King of the Hill, but I’ll 
explain others as well. Snowball fights, kids LOVE them. They are very simple, a person picks up a 
handful of snow and forms it into a ball shape. Then, they throw the snowball at another person 
getting them out. (Depends on what rules you have.) Snow Angels, just for a small activity, everyone 
does it! This is a little more complicated then the Snowball Fight subject. A person lays on snow and 
spreads their legs in opposite directions and arms too. Then, they move their legs to back and forth. 
Their arms go up and down forming an angel. King of the Hill, many kids favorite this game. How you 
do this? It is when 10-20 kids make a big hill out of snow. Then they all climb them at the same time, 
where one person gets to the top and tries to push the others off to stay on top. These are the main 
activities kids usually do during Winter games.

Winter Sports
Winter Sports, usually Adults do these kinds of activities. These main activities are very big for 
popularity and fame. These activities (3) are Skiing, ice skating, and Snowboarding. Skiing originated 
from the Xinjiang region (which is now China). In the 1800’s, it became a very popular sports

Rules and History 
The skier must move in control. To do that, they have to adapt too speed and manner. Also the most 
difficult thing for a skier (also this is for a snowboarder) is learning and avoiding obstacles in the 
terrain. Such as trees, rocks, ponds, rivers and many more. Also weather is one of these casualties. 
Snowboarding, a popular sport that started in 1965 when a Man named Sherman Poppen, invented a 
toy for his two daughters. Where it was two skies and a rope to one end for control. They sold the 
invention named the “snurfer” to a corporation. From that point forward, it became a huge sport and 
competition for players. Take terrain for your skill level either below or even, never up. Don’t 
Snowboard alone in case of injury. Stay in a specific area your comfortable with. Ice skating, started in 
Finland more than 4,000 years ago. It started raising popularity in the 17th Century becoming a sport 
in the Netherlands. Wear protective gear, and have no heavy items. Beginners should stay on the 
sideboard.

Those are the three main winter sports. Including their history and rules. These sports have originated 
from early time to present, still being revenant.

By: Sam L.
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

A Winter Celebration!

Today, we’re going to learn about three holidays that people around the world celebrate, and you 
or one of your friends might celebrate one of them, too!
To begin, Jewish culture has a holiday like no other. Hanukkah is a holiday celebrating the 
rededication of a temple and the Jews rising up against the Greeks, and it lasts for eight days. A 
menorah is a nine-candled stand that Jews use to celebrate. Jewish families light one candle each 
night, using the center candle to light each of the others. According to the Talmud, one of 
Judaism’s key texts, Judah Maccabee (a famous leader of the Jews) and some other Jews were 
taking part in the rededication of a temple, after the Greeks had desecrated it by sacrificing several 
pigs to Zeus inside its walls. Even though there was only enough olive oil to keep the lamps 
burning for a day, the flames still burned for another 8 days. This event led to the holiday we now 
know as Hanukkah.

Kwanza is an African-American holiday and did not originate in Africa, rather in 1966 
by Dr. Maulana Karenga, who wanted to bring African-Americans together as a community. 
Kwanza revolves around seven main principles: Umoja (unity), Kujichagulia (self-determination), 
ujima (collective work and responsibility), ujamaa (cooperative economics), nia (purpose), kuumba
(creativity), and Imani (faith). Kwanza also has seven symbols: Mazao (crops), Mkeka (place mat), 
Muhindi (corn), Mishumaa Saba and Kinara, the candles and candleholder that represent the 
seven principles, Kikombe Cha Umoja, the unity cup, and Zawadi, or gifts. Something you may not 
know about Kwanza is that since it is not a religious holiday, many people celebrate both 
Christmas and Kwanza. Kwanza is a holiday not of religion, but of family, community, and 
friendship.
Christmas is most likely the most famous holiday of the 3 we’re talking about. You might know the 
story: Jesus was born in a stable full of animals, while wise men and shepherds gave him gifts and 
adored him forever and ever, etc. Now, we’re just going to focus on how it became a holiday. At 
first, Easter was the main holiday for Christianity, and the birth of Jesus wasn’t yet a holiday. 
Around the fourth century, church leaders decided to establish the birth of Jesus Christ as an 
official holiday. The question was, when? Pope Julius I chose December twenty fifth, mainly to 
adopt the traditions of a pagan festival. Christmas is commonly celebrated with an evergreen tree 
(real or fake) decorated with ribbon and ornaments. Since evergreen leaves never wither, the tree 
is used as a symbol of unending life with God.
As you can see, these are three of the many holidays people celebrate during December. I hope 
you walk away feeling refreshed and in the holiday spirit of giving and loving!

By: Colleen K.

Have you ever wondered how other people celebrate the 
winter months?

The History of celebrating Hanukkah, Kwanza, and 
Christmas
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
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Interviewing the Teachers
By: Eabha

I interviewed 3 teachers who are new to the school. I interviewed Mrs.Dalton, Ms. 
Huneryager, and Mr. Haleem. I asked some questions so let’s see there answers! 

The first question was “What’s is your favorite holiday tradition?” Mr. Haleem said” To go 
to his relatives house”,Mrs. Dalton said “ Me and my family build a snowman”, and Ms. 
Huneryager said her mother makes the family a Filipino breakfast on Christmas morning. 

The second question was what was your favorite winter food or drink? Mr. Haleem says 
he likes to drink hot cocoa, Mrs. Dalton says she like hot cocoa with whip cream, and Ms. 
Huneryager says her favorite is a dark chocolate star cookie. 

Then the third question was where do you go in the winter? Ms. Hungeryager told me 
that she goes on a skiing trip with her and her family. Mr. Haleem says he like to stay at 
home in his warm cozy bed, and Mrs. Dalton said she likes to visit family out of Illinois. 

Now I asked what was your favorite thing about winter? Mrs. Dalton said “I love the first 
snow”, Ms. Huneryager said “ I love being cozy by the fireplace and waking up to fresh 
clean snow in the morning”, and Mr. Haleem said” I like all the different types of holiday 
food”. 

My fifth question that I asked was what was your favorite winter activity? Mrs. Dalton says 
she plays family games with relatives, Ms. Huneryager says she likes to ski, and Mr. 
Haleem says he likes to drink hot chocolate. My last question I gave the teachers were 
How do you celebrate the holidays? Ms. Huneryager told me she celebrates the holidays 
with her family, Mrs .Dalton told me she celebrates Christmas with her family, and Mr. 
Haleem says he celebrates with family and food. 

That’s something that will help you know the teachers more and maybe you figured out 
that you might be alike to one of the new teachers.

14



Palos West Press
Palos West Elementary School December 2019 Palos Park, IL

“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

Interviewing the Teachers

So today I interviewed three teachers. One of them was Mrs. Yann. I ask her six 
questions they were “What’s your favorite winter activity she said “building a 
snowman.” Next, I asked her” what’s your favorite food/beverage?” she said” hot 
chocolate/ cookies.” Then, I asked her what’s her favorite place to go in the winter 
“she said “to stay inside cause it’s too cold outside. “Next I asked her “what’s your 
favorite winter tradition? “She said “to get together with family. “Then I asked her 
what’s her favorite thing about winter” she said “watching it snow but she doesn’t 
not like to go in the snow. “Then I asked her “how does she celebrate her holidays 
and she said “she goes to her fiancés house then goes to her fiancés family’s 
house”.

Then I interviewed Miss Prudden. First I asked her what’s her favorite winter activity 
and she  said “ go to the movies/ hang out with friends”. I asked her what’s her 
favorite food/beverage she said” coffee/tacos’ and in the winter extra hot chocolate! 
Then, I asked her where’s her favorite place to go in the winter and she said “to stay 
with her family.” Next I asked her what’s your favorite winter tradition and she said 
“she likes to go to the mall with her mom and sister and then when they are done 
they get a pretzel.” Then, I asked her “what’s her favorite thing about winter and she 
said ‘to watch her dogs play in the snow.” Next I asked her how does she celebrate 
the holidays and she said “by having a party with her friends and family”.

Also, I interviewed Mrs. Djikas. She said, “My favorite winter activity is to go skiing, but 
I haven't been in a really long time! My favorite food no matter the time of year is 
sushi. My favorite place to visit in the winter is Florida. My favorite holiday tradition is 
making homemade raviolis with my mom and sister. I like winter because the snow 
is very pretty! I celebrate the holidays with my family by going to church and having 
dinner together.”

More teacher interviews to come in the 2020 article! 

By: Tessnim A.
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
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Amit’s Tech Review

Intro
Yep, you guessed it!! This “Amit’s Tech 
Review” is going to be on Epic!! If you don’t 
know about Epic, I will tell you ALL about it 
and latest trends on it, too. Now, let’s get 
started on this edition of ATR!!!!!! 
First Looks:
So, when I first got an account for Epic, I. 
LOVED. IT. Epic looked so miraculous, with 
so, so, so MANY books!!! I saw so many Big 
Nate Books and comics, but as all apps 
are really cool, they ALL have problems… 
The Problems:
Well, some problems that I saw was that
The search bar is not the best, and it lags. 
Slow, I want to say?
Not the best tap-reaction time.
Why it’s good:
I think that epic is a good app because it 
gives you a really big introduction to a life-
long love of reading. It’s also really good 
because the latest trends are comics and 
nonfiction. Keep in mind, Epic is always 
adding to their collection!!!
Well, that’s it for the Winter Edition of ATR, 
I hope you liked it, and what do you want 
me to do next? CIRCLE ONE
Prodigy    Freckle   ABCYA  ClassDojo

By: Amit P.
Reindeer Run!!! 

Ya-Hoo!!!
By: Kamile J.

The Reindeer Run 
is going to happen 
again this year on 
Friday December 
20th, the last day 
before Winter 
Break. We are all so 
happy to have Mrs. 
Berner and the 
SWC to organize 
and make the 
Reindeer Run 
happen again this 
year. Don’t forget 
to wear your gym 
shoes!
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“We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

The Leaf Cat

Once upon a time there lived a girl named Dawn. She loved 
going on adventures. Then she discovered a book series about 
unique species of cats. Dawn looked at the different books and 
found the Leaf Cat. She told her mom about the adventure, 
then started to pack. They packed food, water, flashlights, and a 
first aid kit. Then they picked out what to wear. After they got 
everything ready, they started the adventure. Dawn and her 
mom were looking for a long time, but they finally found a path 
that was very green & had leaf prints on it and started to find 
the cat. While they were looking for the cat they found a village 
with a house that had their last name Kashy on it. They dropped 
off some of their stuff, then started the adventure back up 
again. They made their way to the barn. When they opened the 
barn doors they saw a green cat with leaf prints on it sleeping in 
a basket. A few hours later it started to get dark so Dawn and 
her mom went back home with the cat. Dawn picked out the 
name “Lola”. Dawn and Lola had a good time playing together.

By: Lily S. 
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Winter Word Search
By: Sarah B.

We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students” 18

L M M X M R S T O I K G H S G

W E X T E P N K C T N L Y T L

M V P T A Y D I I I A H L O A

E A N F R A C S D I V O I O C

C I R R E L J R H S N W C B I

W E R S E H A T N Q K G E W E

H O T C H O C O L A T E S O R

W J I B B M W T L E D J K N S

O H D W I F A S Y L C O A S N

N G O I L M R L F W R Z T B E

S N K A F E C A L P E R I F T

S Z K G L O V E S O H Z N S T

I E S L E D D I N G W D G Z I

H T N K V C U V Y W Q F L S M

Z K F N M N A M W O N S J Z I

COAT FIREPLACE GLACIERS

GLOVES HAT HOTCHOCOLATE

ICE ICESKATING ICICLE

MARSHMALLOW MITTENS SCARF

SKIING SLEDDING SNOW

SNOWBOARDING SNOWBOOTS SNOWFLAKE

SNOWMAN WINTER
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Coloring Contest
By: Miss Prudden

Directions:

1. Color the Picture
2. Fill out the entry form
3. Turn in your picture to your teacher by 

Wednesday, January 8th.

We Love a Challenge!” 
“Set and communicate high expectations of all students”

There will be a one winner for grades 
Preschool-2 and one winner for grades 3-5.

Cut------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut

Entry Form
Name:________________________________________________
Grade:_______________________________________________
Teacher:______________________________________________
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