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Southam College prepares for the General Election

"Over the last 7 weeks staff and students at Southam College
have worked incredibly hard"

Over the last 7 weeks
staff and students at
Southam College have
worked incredibly hard.
The shorter days and
inclement weather has at
times tested our positive
resolve. However,
despite these challenges
everyone can reflect on
a very successful half
term with a real sense of
pride. Pride which comes
from seeing hundreds of
students not only
showing mature attitudes

to learning in lessons but
also through their
enthusiastic participation
in extracurricular
activities. These
activities range from
representing the school
sports teams in Rugby,
Football, Netball and
Cross Country and
taking part in the Dance
Production where over
170 students from all
year groups showed
great determination,
resilience, and huge
amounts of talent in
providing two nights of
spectacular
entertainment.

and Human Rights week.
I personally found the
support given to Local
Food banks,
Leamington Night
Shelter, the Shoe Box
appeal and the
Chemotheraphy Care
package hugely uplifting.

In addition our students'
willingness to support
others once again came
to the fore with their
support for all the events
in Global Virtues week

Happy Christmas and
have lovely holiday.

In conclusion the events
of the last half term have
once again shown that
Southam College is a
truly wonderful school
with inspirational
teachers, talented and
caring students who with
the support of their
families make the world
a better place every day.

Mr Samra, Headteacher
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Dance Production
'A Star is Born'
Two amazing evenings with

top class performances
throughout, it was a truly
fantastic show from start to
end. Over 170 students were
involved in the creation of the
two night spectacular.
The show opened with a Year 7
group performance to a star is
born - which lifted the audience
out of their seat from the off.
Alongside the lively and
energetic performances from the
lower school gymnasts and the
sports acro’s interpretation of
Rocky there was also a serious
and mature part of the show with
saw performances from the
GCSE Dance group and soloists
such as Sinead Gillick and
Aisling Geraghty. Rounding off
the first half this year was an
exciting trampolining piece
created by Miss Maclachlan. The
prestigious Ian Clark Award was
presented to a very well
deserved winner, Ellie Bance for
her fantastic performance and
commitment to trampolining.

The second half did not
disappoint and started with a
beautiful technical solo from
Molly Sharp. The roof was then
raised after performances from
the elite gymnasts
(choreographed by Miss
Murphy), the trio of year 9 boys
(Reni, James and Shaun) and
the James Bond piece by
Savannah Eggleton, Arianna
West and Marie Green.
The cheerleaders again
showcased their talent in two
striking performances. The lower
school led by Miss Brookes and
the upper school led by Amy
Latus and Chantell Gardner.
The year 9 quartet of Millie
Hathaway, Hollie James, Abi
Mawby and Amelia Blumberger
performed an upbeat and
entertaining piece to Feel It Still
which proved to be a crowd
pleaser towards the end of the
evening.
The show closed with a
spectacular performance by the
Vaulting team (put together by
Miss Murphy and Mrs Mellor)
showcasing the talent and skill
students have at Southam
College.
A special thank you to the ‘Crew’
being led this year by Jake
Hathaway and Luke Chambers
for putting together a fantastic
show. An additional huge thank
you to year 8 choir and Emily
Taylor-Milne for singing in
between acts.
Congratulations to all staff and
students who were involved.
Mrs Turton and the PE Department.
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Global Virtues Week
Stowe Valley Academy
trust held their Global
Virtues week on Monday
2nd – Friday 6th
December. It was a
fantastic week, where a
range of schools in the trust
celebrated the key virtues
of democracy, rule of law,
individual liberty, mutual
respect and tolerance for
all. We have fantastic
highlights and memories
from the week. Southam
College students led whole
school assemblies at
Rokeby Primary School and
Temple Herdewyke Primary
School, where they
discussed with students
these key virtues and how
they can demonstrate these
in and out of school. Year 7
students visited St Paul’s
cathedral and Neasden
Hindu temple. Students had
the opportunity of guided
tours and the dome climb,
where they climbed all 529
steps to the top. We also
had a Bhangra dancing
performance where
students were able to take

part and learn a new
routine. We contrasted this
with a visit from a local
Scottish Country dancing
group. Here students were
able to learn a routine from
this performance too which
was wonderful to see.
Finally, thank you to all
students, staff and parents/
carers who have donated to
our pants and socks
collection as part of our
Global Virtues week.
Students visited Southam
Foodbank as part of Global
Virtues week and also
students will be visiting
Leamington Night Shelter
delivering our collection on
the final week of this half
term. Your donations make
a huge difference to
people’s Christmas!
Thank you to staff and
students for making it such
a memorable week, your
support on this is greatly
appreciated!
Mrs Thomas
Head of Philosophy and
Ethics

PTSA
Thank you to all those who have supported us so
far this term. We have raised an incredible £1100
from the 2 events in November. We are now on the
countdown to Christmas and are supporting the
school by serving refreshments at the Dance
Productions and Christmas Concert in December.
We are very grateful to Barclays who are matching
the funds we raise at the Dance Productions. If your
employer does match funding and is willing to
support future events, please get in touch at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com

Quiz Night – Friday 7th February
Back by popular demand, please come along and join us for
a night that promises to be great fun. Doors open at 7.00pm
for a 7.30pm start. £5 per person with a maximum of 6 in a
team.
Licensed Bar and refreshments available.
Book your team in in advance by contacting Nicola
Ryder on 07814 320991 or
emailing nicolaryder67@gmail.com

Adopted from care
Is your child adopted from care or did they leave care system under a Special
Guardianship Order/Child Arrangements Order?
If so, did you know that you need to self-declare this information to your child's
school to enable them to claim the additional Pupil Premium Plus funding they are
entitled to?
This is a figure of £2300 in additional funding to facilitate closing the gap between their
attainment, progress and experience and that of non disadvantaged students.
If you would like to self-declare or would like to discuss how, as a school we can support
your child further please contact Mrs Milsom (Designated Teacher) on
milsom.m@welearn365.com
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HUMAN RIGHTS WEEK

We were delighted to receive a visit from the High
Sheriff of Warwickshire, Simon Miesegaes. Simon lead
a Year 7 assembly, sharing what he does in his role as
High Sheriff and encouraging students to support their
local community as well as praising them for the
excellent contributions that they already make. He was
also able to meet our Head Girl and Head Boy and take
a short tour of the school. An interesting and
informative visit, our thanks go to Simon, High Sheriff,
for giving us his time this morning and sharing this
knowledge and enthusiasm with staff and students.

In celebration of Human Rights Day
the Amnesty Youth Group hosted a
week of campaigning and activism
based on issues important to them.
Campaign stalls focused on global
gender inequality e.g. putting an end
to child marriages and period
poverty. 6th form students also
spread awareness of child poverty,
climate change and the Free
Nazanin Campaign. The Any
Questions Debate was hosted by
Kineton High School and students
across the MAT debated key issues
impacting on young people’s lives in
the UK

Shoe Box Appeal
We are so pleased to have collaborated with Bilton this year to have had an
amazing 50 shoeboxes donated to Migrant Help charity. We hope these bring a
smile to all who receive them and thank you to everyone who contributed to this
generous, festive haul.
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Tips, Talks and Tapas

On Thursday 5th December, we welcomed back
five former Southam College students for our
'Tips, Talks and Tapas' event organised for the
current Year 13 students. A huge thank you to
Katie Andrews, Charlotte Woodward, Caitlin
Thomas, Sam Walker and Miss Gregory for their
time, effort and fantastic tips on how to succeed
at A Level.
The former A+ grade students gave their expert
advice, guidance and wise words from a real
student perspective, divulging their A Level and
University life experiences.

Year 8
Chocolate
Raffle
Winner
Well done to Lily H. the lucky
winner of the Cadbury's
Chocolate Hamper donated to
raise funds for Tejay. Don't eat it
all at once! I'm sure your sisters
will be on hand to help out! and
a massive thank you once again
to Jemima for generously
donating the prize.
Mr MacGibbon

We were extremely pleased to see such a
brilliant turn out from our current students. Year
13: we have every belief in you, you can do it!
We hope you continue to stay focused,
motivated and push yourselves to the limits this
year!
Mr Bradbury and Mrs Campbell-Birch

Southam College Christmas Trees
Kindly donated
by Mr Gary Collins of Deppers Bridge
Christmas Trees 07768 594 363
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Never Such Innocence
Seventeen students attended the Warwickshire launch of
the "Never Such Innocence 2019/2020" Competition.
Three of our students from y9 Evie, Ruby and Jack were
chosen to recite their poems in front of a very prestigious
audience consisting of the Rt Hon. MP Jeremy Wright, the
Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire Mr Timothy Cox (the
Queen's representative), Max Dutton from the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and Lady Lucy
French OBE founder of the charity.
All of the students are entering their poems in the
competition which is open to all schools across the world.
Our students represented themselves and Southam very
well and I am very proud of them all.
Mrs Bell

On election night, Southam College is lit up in
the major political party colours to show that
no matter what the election result, we stand
together as a country in solidarity.
This piece of art was created by Character
and Culture students in their lessons during
Global Virtues week. Students graffitied mdf
in the shape of the Southam shield with all
the shared values we, as a society, hold.
Well done to all students who contributed
their ideas and a huge thanks to Mr
Phillips, who made the shield.
Mrs Cooper
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Sports News
Equestrian News
An exciting new partnership!
A very promising and exciting start for Jess W (year 11) with
her new horse Fred. It's taken them a little while to gel but
now this new partnership is coming together and looking great
and if their round at the Eventer Challenge is anything to go by
they have a lot of fun times ahead.
Well done Jess
Mrs Vincent

Season to remember for Year 8 under 13
Smashing Season of good will!
D e a r s t a ff , s t u d e n t s a n d l o y a l
supporting parents - as we move
forward into 2020 and begin to look
back at the achievements of a long
hard term - please take stock and a
moment to be proud of a great
season.
Highs and lows of performance
alongside growth and development.
The A squad were undefeated this
year at U13 , ( so far more highs than
lows), but it is performances above
results that matter and all of the
squad have been involved in
outstanding performances. They have
taken on and developed as
individuals and more importantly as a
team.
No one person is bigger than pride,
passion and determination of a
squad.
A special thank you has to go to Mr Robinson and Mr Etough whose help and
uncompromising commitment to the success of a squad that scored over 280
points compared to just to 60 conceded in the season.

SOUTHAM

COLLEGE

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire Secondary School pupils recorded 10,017 half day
sessions of absence due to holiday in the Autumn/Spring term during
academic year 2017/18. This is an increase of 1,122 on the previous year.

September

2019
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