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Welcome
Our vision

WE RECEIVED A ‘GOOD’ RATING FROM
OFSTED IN 2017, WITH ‘OUTSTANDING’
FOR EFFECTIVENESS OF LEADERSHIP AND
MANAGEMENT; PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT,
BEHAVIOUR AND WELFARE; AND EARLY
YEARS PROVISION.

Inclusion statement
Learning

OUR CHILDREN ATTEND FOREST SCHOOLS
TO ENHANCE THEIR LEARNING.

Learning environment
Governance and our sponsors

WE PROMOTE HANDS-ON LEARNING TO
MAKE LEARNING FUN AND EXCITING.

Admissions
WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY IS
AT THE HEART OF OUR ‘PARENTS AS
PARTNERS’ AGENDA.

The teachers at Churchwood make children feel safe
and secure.”
Parent of Year 1 pupil

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR WE HAVE
THEMED WEEKS TO WORK TOGETHER AS
A WHOLE SCHOOL – THIS ADDS TO OUR
‘FAMILY’ FEEL.
WE TAKE PART IN ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES
SUCH AS SPORT AND MUSICAL EVENTS.

As a staff team we work under the mantra of ‘one
team, one standard - outstanding.’”
Member of staff
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Ros Collett, Principal

WELCOME
We provide education for children between the
ages of two and 11 in a creative way that inspires
and motivates children to learn.
We have high expectations of each child to achieve and
we pride ourselves on having an ethos that promotes
learning in a caring, supportive environment. We respect
each child as an individual, guiding and supporting them
to reach their full potential. Through high-quality teaching
and learning our children develop knowledge and skills
giving them confidence, independence, determination
and ambition which will shape their futures.
We are situated in the picturesque setting of Church in
the Wood. We have a large playing field, our own Forest
School and two acres of beautiful woodland. We have
just over 200 children who are organised into single-age
classes and a thriving nursery which has space for 47
children per session.
Churchwood is committed to working in partnership with
our parents and carers. Through working with you as a
team around your child, your support and feedback helps
us to keep improving. We will work tirelessly to ensure
that we aim high and achieve together because ‘At
Churchwood Everyone Can.’
Please contact us if you would like the opportunity to
experience life at Churchwood first-hand: seeing is
believing!

Achieving excellence together
Churchwood Primary Academy is part of the University of
Brighton Academies Trust’s network of 15 infant, primary
and secondary academies, located across Sussex.
We believe that education transforms lives. Enriched by
the University of Brighton’s education expertise and our
experience working with academy schools for almost
10 years, we want to ensure that our 7,500 pupils are
inspired to meet their potential and develop a passion for
lifelong learning.
It is important to us that our academies have a positive
impact on their local communities and that parents and
carers are actively engaged with their child’s learning. We
look forward to welcoming your family to Churchwood
Primary Academy as we support each other – and your
child – to excel.

Dr John Smith
Chief Executive
University of Brighton
Academies Trust

Ros Collett
Principal

www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk
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OUR VISION
‘At Churchwood Everyone Can’
Churchwood is an academy where everyone:
• achieves their own personal excellence
• has high expectations and the confidence to reach
their goals
• develops spiritually, morally and culturally
• supports each other and works together as a team
• celebrates achievements with each other.
It is an academy that is dedicated to achieving excellence
through:
• happy, motivated, independent learners
• a stimulating, creative, challenging learning
environment
• children with high self-esteem, a positive self-image
and pride in themselves
• a safe, secure and calm environment in which
everyone feels a sense of belonging
• a caring ethos in which everyone is valued and
respected
• aspiration for high standards so everyone can achieve.

This does not mean that we will treat all learners in
the same way, but that we will respond to learners in
ways which take account of their varied life experiences
and needs. We believe that educational inclusion is
about equal opportunities for all learners, whatever
their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment and
background. We pay particular attention to the provision
for, and the achievement of, different groups of learners:
• girls and boys
• minority ethnic and faith groups, travellers, asylum
seekers and refugees
• learners who need support to learn English as an
additional language (EAL)
• learners with special educational needs
• learners who are disabled
• those who are gifted and talented
• those who are ‘looked after’ by the local authority
• others such as those who are sick; those who are
young carers; those who are in families under stress
• any learners who are at risk of disaffection and
exclusion.
The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCo) will support class teachers to discuss
additional needs concerns, to review Individual Education
Plans and provision mapping. At other times, the
SENDCo will be alerted to newly arising concerns through
the special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and
additional needs referral form.

INCLUSION

The SENDCo will discuss issues arising from these forms
with the class teacher.

STATEMENT

Targets for individual pupils are used to inform and
support whole class approaches to inclusion, such as
differentiation and varied teaching styles.

Churchwood Primary Academy is committed to
providing an appropriate and high-quality education to
all the children living in our local area. We believe that
all children, including those identified as having special
educational or additional educational needs have a
common entitlement to a broad and balanced academic
and social curriculum, which is accessible to them, and to
be fully included in all aspects of academy life.

The SENDCo monitors planning for SEND and supports
class teachers with curriculum planning. The SENDCo,
together with the Principal, monitors the quality and
effectiveness of provision for pupils with SEND through
classroom observation.

We believe that all children should be equally valued
in the Academy. We strive to eliminate prejudice and
discrimination, and to develop an environment where all
children can flourish and feel safe.

Our main focus is the children; we all put their needs
first. There is a great sense of teamwork amongst
staff.”
Member of staff

Churchwood Primary Academy is committed to inclusion
and to developing cultures, policies and practices that
include all children. We aim to engender a sense of
community and belonging, and to offer new opportunities
to learners who may have experienced previous
difficulties.

The whole school is like one big family.”
Year 6 pupil
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LEARNING

Our curriculum combines high standards with
a broad, rich and creative curriculum. There is
continuity and progression, challenge and pace.
If we think back to our childhood years our most
vivid memories will be of experiences that affected us
emotionally. Experiences stay with us for life.
Churchwood Primary Academy is passionate about
bringing learning to life for all children. We believe this
is possible by providing exciting, stimulating first-hand
experiences that enthuse, motivate and immerse children
in their learning. We are keen to use our Academy’s rich
locality to develop their understanding of, and pride in,
the world around them. This affirms our commitment to
promoting British Values.
We are determined that our ‘Everyone Can Curriculum’
nurtures all children so that their many talents and skills
are brought to life and celebrated. We truly believe that
through working with children in this way high-quality
learning occurs, and a lifelong love of learning can be
fostered. We know that powerful learning will only occur
when our children are fully immersed in a truly creative
curriculum that inspires and touches their emotions.
Underpinning our ‘Everyone Can Curriculum’ are the
basic skills of reading, writing and mathematics. These
are taught in depth and have a central place in our
curriculum delivery through using and applying interesting
contexts.
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The teachers make learning fun…he can’t wait to get to
class in the morning.”
Parent of Year 2 pupil

Effective teaching ensures that pupils make rapid
progress from their starting points in English,
mathematics and science.”
Ofsted 2017

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
Pupils have access to our woodland playground
and larger Forest School site in our own woods.
Forest School explores the natural woodland
environment, providing children with an opportunity
to play in a context that is open ended, with lots of
opportunities for awe and wonder. These experiences
ignite curiosity in children and inspire them to want to
explore and find out more about the world around them.
The learning in Forest School is play-based and childled as much as possible. This approach allows children
to develop their skills in a holistic way, rather than in the
compartmentalised way that is usually observed in the
more formal classroom.
Forest School gives children time and space to practice
skills and take safe risks. Children can make choices and
decisions on how to approach practical challenges and
it allows them to do this in a creative way. All of these
opportunities require children to develop effective thinking
skills needed for future academic learning.

CREATIVE CURRICULUM
As an academy we are able to enhance the curriculum
in creative ways. We start each term with a WOW to
launch the topic and end with Grand Finale to engage the
children’s learning. Where possible we invite educational
visitors, or go on an educational visit or exploration to
deepen the children’s understanding of their topic.
• Our English curriculum has been designed to ensure
that children read and enjoy core books for each class.
• Our mathematics curriculum is designed to support a
deep level of understanding in ‘real life’ contexts.
• We have a specialist interest in art and our children visit
the Hastings Contemporary art gallery to enrich their
topic work.
• We have specialist sports teachers for lunchtime
sports. Our involvement with the School Sports
Partnership means our children compete in interschool events each term and have a wide range of
after school sports clubs from fencing to modern
dance classes.
• Pupils have the opportunity to learn a musical
instrument. We take part in East Sussex Music Service
events and have specialist music teachers working
with us.
We also have ‘themed weeks’ which see the whole
Academy work together for a united focus on a certain
issue. For example our ‘Friendship week’ focused on our
zero tolerance of bullying.

Each term we welcome parents and carers into our
Academy to share their children’s learning journey. Each
year group will be involved in a class assembly production
across the year.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
We run a daily Breakfast Club and After School Club (Hub
Club) which provide (for a fee) a child care service for
children aged 4–11 during term time. Hub Club runs from
3.10pm to 5.30pm daily and the children are provided
with a healthy snack in accordance with our healthy
eating policy. Parents can book their children in for a full
or half session. A full session is 3.10pm-5.30pm or half
session 3.10pm-4.30pm or 4.15pm-5.30pm which would
follow one of our range of after school clubs. Breakfast
Club runs from 8.00am-8.50am.
We offer a wide variety of extracurricular activities. These
may include football, netball, cricket, multi-sports, story
telling, cookery, woodland, ICT, art, chess, violin and
baton twirling. We review the clubs regularly so that our
current children’s needs are met.
We have a dedicated team of Churchwood Fundraisers
who hold events throughout the year helping to raise vital
funds.

School trips are a fun way of learning, you don’t want
to slow down because you are excited to see what
comes next.”
Year 5 pupil

The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal
development and welfare is outstanding.”
Ofsted 2017

WE HAVE AN EXCITING NEW LIBRARY AND
NEW ICT EQUIPMENT.
CHURCHWOOD PRIMARY ACADEMY
NURSERY TAKES CHILDREN FROM 2 YEARS
OF AGE.
WE RUN ADULT LEARNING COURSES FOR
PARENTS.

www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk
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GOVERNANCE AND OUR SPONSOR
Our governance arrangements are set by the
University of Brighton Academies Trust.
LOCAL BOARD
We have a Local Board that contributes to our Academy’s
vision and future strategy. It is responsible for ensuring
that our Academy maintains strong community links and
effective communication with all stakeholders including
parents and carers. It is also responsible for monitoring
student wellbeing, admissions, complaints and concerns.
Local Boards include individuals from the community,
including parents and carers. They are accountable to the
Trust’s Board of Trustees.

Its School of Education has an ‘Outstanding’ rating from
Ofsted for all of its early years, primary and secondary
teacher training and it is ranked in the top ten universities
for education courses in England in The Times and
Sunday Times Good University Guide 2019 and in the
top 20 in the Guardian University League Tables 2020.
Partnership working is central to the University’s mission
and it has a deep commitment to helping to shape the
futures and realise the potential of young people across
the region.
Visit: www.brighton.ac.uk

Visit www.brightonacademiestrust.org.uk/locallink for
information on volunteering as a Local Board member.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Trustees are responsible for determining the Trust’s
strategic direction, including overarching responsibility for
the three core functions: the Trust’s vision, educational
standards and financial performance.
Trustees are also responsible for ensuring the Trust
complies with charity and company law, as well as its
funding agreement with the Secretary of State. The Board
of Trustees includes representatives from the Trust’s
sponsor and local people with a wide range of expertise.

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON
ACADEMIES TRUST
The University of Brighton Academies Trust is a network
of 15 academies in Sussex all supporting each other –
and their pupils – to excel. It is a multi-academy trust and
a not-for-profit charitable company limited by guarantee.
The University of Brighton is the Trust’s sponsor. The
University’s commitment to improving educational
opportunities by supporting academies began in 2008 in
Hastings and St Leonards, and has since developed to
include academies in East and West Sussex.
Visit: www.brightonacademiestrust.org.uk

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON
The University of Brighton is a leading provider of higher
education in the south east. It has 21,000 students,
2,600 staff on four campuses across Sussex and runs
500 undergraduate and postgraduate courses including
teacher training, medicine, mathematics, computing,
engineering and fashion.

A WORD FROM THE TRUST
We work collaboratively to help everyone connected
to our academies achieve excellence.
By working together and sharing, insights and best
practice, our academies support each other to
improve. We value our staff, investing in their training
and development at all stages of their careers.
It is important to us that our academies have a
positive impact on their communities and that pupils
understand the role they can play in the wider world.
We also work to ensure parents and carers are
actively engaged in their child’s learning.

WE VALUE EXCELLENCE, INTEGRITY AND
INNOVATION
We want excellence for our pupils and their
families, our staff, and our academies’ communities.
We believe that education transforms lives, which
is why each of our academies has a rich curriculum
to ensure that pupils meet their potential and are
inspired to continue learning.
We work with integrity. We recognise the unique
character of each of our academies, and tailor the
support we provide to suit the individual academy
and its pupils. We respect all cultures and beliefs,
and believe in honesty and openness.
Innovation is key. We constantly strive to
improve. Our pupils’ experience is enriched by
the contribution of the University of Brighton and
its School of Education. Our school improvement
framework is informed by best practice and creative
approaches.

www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk
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ADMISSIONS
Churchwood Primary Academy will
consider all applications for places.
Our admissions policy, which includes our
admissions numbers and oversubscription
criteria (which are applied when there are
more applications than places) is available on
our website:
www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk/
statutory/admissions

NORMAL ADMISSIONS ROUND
Most pupils join in Reception and
applications for this year group will be
made in accordance with East Sussex
County Council’s coordinated admissions
arrangements and will be made on the
Common Application Form provided and
administered by East Sussex County
Council’s Admissions Team.
A brochure describing the primary
admissions procedure and application forms
are available from East Sussex County
Council or online at: www.eastsussex.
gov.uk/admissions. You can make your
application online or by returning the
completed form to the Schools Admissions
Team at the county council.

IN-YEAR ADMISSIONS
The University of Brighton Academies Trust
is responsible for the allocation of places
outside the normal admissions round
(including Years 1–6, and applications to
join the Academy part way through the
Reception Year). The administration of these
applications is carried out by East Sussex
County Council on behalf of the Trust. Details
of these arrangements are posted on the
Academy’s website.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact
the Admissions Team at East Sussex
County Council by email on admissions@
eastsussex.gov.uk or phone 0300 3309472
between 10am and 3pm Monday to Friday.

My child has made brilliant progress at
Churchwood.”
Parent of Year 2 pupil
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ENQUIRIES
If you require more details about our Academy please
look at our website and make contact to arrange a visit.

CONTACT DETAILS
01424 852326 • office@churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk

www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk

“FUN.
EMPOWERING.
WORTHWHILE.”

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
JOIN A LOCAL BOARD

“SHARE KNOWLEDGE.
CHALLENGE.
INSPIRE.”

‘At Churchwood Everyone Can’
Churchwood Primary Academy
Church in the Wood Lane
St Leonards on Sea
East Sussex, TN38 9PB

University of Brighton Academies Trust
University of Brighton, Room A304,
Checkland Building, Falmer Campus,
Village Way, Brighton, BN1 9PH

01424 852326
office@churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk
www.churchwoodprimaryacademy.org.uk

01273 082005
enquiries@brightonacademiestrust.org.uk
www.brightonacademiestrust.org.uk

This publication is available in alternative formats on request.
Content correct at time of publishing in July 2019.
University of Brighton Academies Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales with company number 7185046.

