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MR C C MULLER—HEAD 
Some of you may have read that after a long campaign the 
bronze statue to celebrate Nancy Astor, the first woman MP 

to take her seat in Parliament, was unveiled. 
 
The bronze statue now stands in Plymouth, where Mrs 
Astor was MP and was revealed on 28 November, the 
centenary of Mrs Astor's election, by the former Prime 
Minister, Mrs Theresa May. 
 

A century ago, Nancy Astor made the historic train journey 
from her constituency in Plymouth to London. Arriving in 
Westminster on 1 December 1919, she took her seat in 

Parliament — the first woman in British history to do so. 
 
Mrs Astor was elected as a Conservative Member of Parliament and at that time 

only a few women (those over the age of 30 who met a property qualification) 
had even been entitled to vote. This limited right was less than a year old. 

 
As the first woman to break the barrier and enter parliament, she defied 
centuries of traditional sexism; to enter what was then a totally male dominated 
environment, the House of Commons, must have been intimidating. 
 

We were, therefore, hugely 
proud and pleased that Hayley 
Gibbs, a Perkonian, had been 
commissioned to design and 
build the statue in Plymouth 
following a public design 
competition in February 2019.  

It is a stunning piece of work 
and a worthy testament to the 
achievement of Nancy Astor. 

SWPS NEWS 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

9 – 13 Dec WELLBEING WEEK 

9 & 10 Dec 
Carol Service @ St Peter’s 
(Book your free place here) 

RS: A Level Christmas Tea 
10 Dec  

SWPS Mock Election Hustings 

11 Dec   

Y9: Trip to Harry Potter 
World / WB Studios 

SWPS Mock Election Results 

SWPSBC: Senior Squad Pizza 
Night 

12 Dec   

Christmas Theme Dress Up 

Christmas Lunch 

6F: Social Event 

13 Dec Autumn Term Ends—12.35 

3 Jan 2020   

Art: A Level Work Day 

Perkonians: Christmas 
Comeback 

6 Jan Spring Term 2020 Starts 

EXAM INVIGILATORS 

IF YOU, OR ANYBODY YOU KNOW, 

IS INTERESTED IN JOINING THE 
SWPS COMMUNITY AS AN EXAM 

INVIGILATOR FOR THE 
FORTHCOMING EXAM SEASON, 

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

https://swps.careers.eteach.com/o/
examination-invigilator-s-chertsey  

RESIDENTIAL TRIPS 

AT SWPS WE HAVE A TRADITION OF 
OFFERING EXCITING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO 

EXPERIENCE OVERSEAS TRAVEL VIA 

NON-COMPULSORY RESIDENTIAL 
TRIPS DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS. 

PLEASE VISIT THE RESIDENTIAL 
TRIPS PAGE ON THE SCHOOL 

WEBSITE WHICH INCLUDES TRIPS 
THROUGH TO OCTOBER 2020, AND 

IS UPDATED THROUGHOUT THE 
YEAR.  

Poetry Live! 
Year 11 spent an inspiring day at 
the Poetry Live! event at the Apollo 

Theatre Victoria, listening to 
readings from some of the foremost 
poets writing in English today, 
including several of the poets that 
the students are studying for their 
GCSE in English Literature. 
 

Former Poet Laureate Carol Ann 
Duffy, her successor Simon 
Armitage and Imtiaz Dharker all 

read their poems and gave 
thoughtful responses to students’ 
questions. 

 
Examiner Tony Childs gave practical and supportive advice about writing about 
poetry in exams and, to finish the day, who could fail to feel energised by a 
reading from performance poet John Agard? 
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Hans Woyda Inter Schools Maths Competition 
If you have read our last two Hans Woyda reports this 
term, we are sure you are eagerly awaiting the result of 

our final group stage match against St Georges College.  
 

The SWPS team, again consisting of Clara McKee, Bella 
Cook, Bethan Williams and Ria Patel performed brilliantly 
to convincingly beat out local rivals 45-31. What a 
fantastic way to end the this year’s competition! 
 

Thank you to Clara, Bella, Bethan and Ria for their 
commitment and excellent performances this year.      

Year 8 Lunchtime Concert 
On 28 November, the Year 8s wrapped up the last of the 
Year 8 Lunchtime Concert Series for this term. Whether it 

is Sesame Street or the Seitz Violin Concerto, it has been 
an absolute pleasure to see such a variety of talent and 
courage within the year group. 

 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Year 9 Junior Captains who helped behind the scenes and 
family members who came to support. 

Cross Country 
Congratulations to Jimena (Y8 team), Jess (Y9 team) and 
Eloise (Y10/11 team) for making it through to the North 

West Surrey Cross Country Team. The students will 
compete at the Reigate meet in the new year and we wish 
them all well! 
 
Freya (Y7 team) also deserves praise, she is currently a 
reserve for the team - fingers crossed she will also be 
joining the others in Reigate!  Well done everyone! 

Judo 
Following on from her success earlier in the year as a 
Silver medallist in the U36kgs event at the British School 

Championships, Sofia Davies (Y8) was in competition last 
weekend at the British National Championships competing 
in the Pre-Cadet Girls Under 44kgs event. 
 
Despite being one of the lightest in her category, she 
fought valiantly to come away with a Bronze medal! 
 

Her club, Chertsey Judo Club: Core Judo Academy, her 
family and SWPS are very proud of her achievement! 

Acts of Kindness 
Quant- “Izzy is very funny and kind, she is a loyal 

friend and she always cares for people” 
 

Pankhurst- “I was really happy when my friend 
helped me organise my day before her own.” 

 

Lonsdale- “Dear JD 6th formers. Thank you soooo 
much I had the best of times.” 

 
Montagu- “Thank you cleaners for making the school 

nice and tidy for us.” 

https://www.facebook.com/swpsofficial
https://twitter.com/SWPSOfficial
https://www.youtube.com/c/SirWilliamPerkinssSchoolChertsey
http://www.swps.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/service-of-nine-lessons-carols-2019-tickets-81817170359
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LIBRARY 

Book of the Week 

This week’s BotW is ‘Christmas Days’ by Jeanette 
Winterson, selected by Mrs Vidgen. 

What’s on in the Library 
Follow @SWPSLibrary to keep up-to-date with 
what’s happening in the Library! 

ARTWORKS OF THE MONTH 

Here is the first Artwork of the Month, for December, 
selected by the Art & Design Dept staff. 
 

It is by Aalee (Y10). 
 
Take a look at more of our students’ artwork on the Art 
Dept website: artdesignswps.org.uk 

TECHNOLOGY 

Follow the SWPS Design Technology department 
@SWPSDesign to keep up with all of their 
creations and activities! 

This week we want to highlight the exceptional 

achievements of Year 9 in Technology; it has been an 
exciting and productive week for the product design and 

textiles groups with many finishing their lamps stimulated 
by iconic designers or their snack inspired cushions. Year 
9 have a few more weeks in either product design or 
textiles before they swap over to experience the other 
discipline, both of which we are excited to say will be 
offered for GCSE.  
 

Examples of snack cushions from 9W and X and lamps 
from 9Y and X.  
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