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HEADMASTER’S
FOUNDERS’ DAY
SPEECH
GOOD MORNING. I WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN BY THANKING
THE CHAIRMAN AND THE BOARD FOR GRANTING ME A
SABBATICAL THIS TERM, AND ALSO WILL WILLIAMS FOR HIS
EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP AS ACTING HEADMASTER. ON THE
TWO OCCASIONS WHEN I HAD TO RETURN DURING THE
TERM, MY IMPRESSION WAS THAT HE WAS ENJOYING HIMSELF
HUGELY BUT I SENSE HE IS NOW EVEN MORE RELAXED THAN
HE WAS AT THE START OF THIS WEEK!
The opportunity to step away from the College for three months has
been very welcome and both Alex and I certainly feel fresher mentally
than at the end of last term. I suppose that there are any number of
things we could have done but our priorities were to rest, recreate and
reflect. I confess it has been lovely to go at a more restful pace! On the
recreation front, we enjoyed trying our hand at watercolour painting
and dancing in Greece. For the latter we needed to step out of our
comfort zone — literally in Alex’s case, as I am a very C3 dancer and we
are not exactly matched in terms of height, so she has the bruises on
her feet to prove it! — but the experience was enjoyable and enriching.
For reflection, we travelled to Israel to visit some of the sites described
in the Bible. It is something I have always wanted to do but, clearly,
modern Israel is somewhat different. A country of almost unbelievable
complexity that has had a central part in human history, the remains
of successive civilizations tell a story of conflict, power struggles and
change: the impact of the Romans, Byzantines, Seljuks, Crusaders,
Mamluks and Ottomans all need peeling back to get near the ground
walked by Jesus of Nazareth. And indications of conflict still abound
in modern Israel: palpable tension in certain areas, armed soldiers
and security guards, and the 15m high concrete wall which divides
Israel from the West Bank territory of Palestine — a tragic reminder
that humanity has demonstrated time and again a tendency towards
disunity and hatred.
In truth, we didn’t need to go to Israel to see that: think of the quality
of contemporary political debate — if it can be called that — in this
country and America, which is sharply polarised and characterised
by antagonism rather than force of argument, by scorn rather than
substance. Social media ‘discussions’ often take the same form.
Given the significance of Israel to Christians, it was not surprising to
find busloads of pilgrims from all over the world converging on key
sites such as Nazareth, Capernaum, Bethlehem and in Jerusalem.
The noise and bustle this generated was quite challenging and, on
occasions, it was difficult to feel any sense of the numinous or to
obtain a reflective state. But in spite of this there was a sense of unity
which was striking - people of many nations, tribes and languages
united by faith in Christ, evidence of the power of the gospel to

break down dividing walls of hostility and to bring peace. In Israel I
found that the brokenness of our world was very obvious but that the
message of forgiveness through Christ crucified and risen was all the
more powerful and hope-giving.
Now this is not a sermon and I will be the first to admit that whilst the
message of Christianity is one of peace and reconciliation with God
and one another, sadly Christians (or at least those claiming to act in
the name of Christ) have too often been guilty of the opposite — the
massacre of the inhabitants of Jerusalem in 1099 comes quickly to
mind. Each of us needs to work out for ourselves where we stand
in faith matters but my point this morning is that I do believe that
unity is both attractive and needs greater effort to obtain at every
level of society: in family life; here at Pangbourne; on the national
and international stage. And accepting the reality that whilst we may
agree on many things, and perhaps ought to agree on more than we
do, there are likely to be areas of difference, perhaps deeply-held, it is
essential that we all learn to disagree well, or at least better, if we are
to avoid slipping down a slope towards ever-increasing division.
Disagreeing well requires taking time to listen to one another; making
an effort to try to understand and to empathise with another’s
position; willingness to reflect on our own values and opinions in the
light of that; and determination to act respectfully at all times. I hope
that Mr Williams’ ‘Inclusion’ theme for the term has helped us to make
progress in this area.
One of the books I found myself reading was called Reclaiming
Conversation by an American academic and clinical psychologist,
Sherry Turkle. She has spent many years studying the impact of
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technology on traditional values and has noted that, as a New York
Times reviewer put it, “our rapturous submission to digital technology
has led to an atrophying of human capacities like empathy and selfreflection”. In interviews with technology users, young people and
progressive adults, she noted that they admitted that they preferred
the sense of community that social media delivers, because it comes
without the hazards and commitments of a real-world community.
They admitted that they avoided face-to-face conversations because
of the risk of conflict, preferring instead to use the filter of their phones
and social media, because it gave them a sense of greater control.
But paradoxically, she found that they ended up feeling controlled
rather than in control. The likably idealised selves that they had
created with social media left their real selves all the more isolated.
They communicated incessantly but were afraid of face-to-face
conversations; they worried, often nostalgically, that they were
missing out on something fundamental. Her conclusion was to argue
not for the abolition of technology but rather to put it in its proper
place and to create spaces where conversation — proper, face-to-face
conversation — can take place.
The real world is messy and complicated at the same time as it is
wonderful and enriching, and instead of retreating further into a
virtual world, it is vital that we learn to navigate the hazards and to
learn the meaning of commitment to others. It seems to me that this
is an essential element in education and in enabling our humanity
to flourish. So, following a trial of new mobile phone zones, which
includes some spaces where we can be liberated from our phones
and their constant clamour for attention and others where there are
no restrictions, I was pleased to hear that it has been decided that we
should continue with them.
But the Reclaiming Conversation and Disagreeing Well themes have
broader implications than just for our use of technology, however, and
I hope that we shall develop these further next year.
On the matter of navigating life’s hazards, it was great to hear recently
that we have now been fully accredited as an AS Tracking school — this
is a product which uses data to support the pastoral care of pupils and
to enable ‘good driving’. We have achieved this in half the usual time
and I am grateful to the commitment of Mrs Bond and the HoMs in
enabling us to adopt it so quickly.
Before I look forward again, I want to highlight a recent example of
unity and disagreeing well which I think is absolutely humbling. At
Pangbourne, we have always prided ourselves on taking teamwork
seriously. Over the years, our sports teams have, as the phrase went,
“punched above their weight” but the students will know that I have been
concerned that as there has been a rise in individualism in society, so
there seems in recent years to have been a reduction in the sense of team.
Team Pangbourne is not as strong as it was, I suggested towards the end
of last term, and quite a lot of people (pupils and staff) sought me out to
agree with me. My theme for next term is going to be Teamwork. But we
still have plenty of examples to hold up and to build upon, and I would
like to take one and pay tribute to this year’s boys’ 1st VIII.
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If you sized them up, as Mr Woodcock did at the start of the season,
you would not feel very confident. I admit, I didn’t. Biomechanically,
they are quite different, with (without being specific) heights ranging
quite widely; in terms of power and weight, they seem to give too
much away to the opposition — Eton’s crew averages almost two stone
more per person. But they have had a tremendous season because
they have committed wholeheartedly to the training programme and,
as importantly, to each other. In terms of attitude, they are up there
with the best and an incident yesterday made that clear.
Rightly, the crew were awarded colours in the final assembly of term
but the cox, Wes Castelain, was left off the list in error. Rather than
make a fuss about it — let’s call that disagreeing badly, although they
had a case — the others sliced their own colours certificates into eight
pieces and created a certificate for Wes, each donating the slice (left to
right) which matched their seat number in the boat.
Wow!
As both a rebuke and a statement of their unity, as an act which shows
that their teamwork is not superficial but has been built on deep
foundations, they could hardly have been more eloquent. Wes has
since been given the certificate which he deserved, but I know theirs will
be priceless to him. I think that deserves our admiration and applause.
The magic of real teamwork is that the collective outcome can often
be greater than the sum of the parts. Next year, the major thing is
that we will be introducing the new timetable, with lessons moved
into the week. We have spent many hours thinking about this, and
I am particularly grateful to those parents — more than 100 of you
— who were able to attend one of the consultation sessions, which
helped us to make some important adjustments. Most encouraging
was the high level of commitment to involvement in the co-curricular
programme which was expressed, because it is in participating in the
opportunities here and in committing to one another that the magic
of Pangbourne happens.
If we get it right, then the benefits of the new week will be
considerable: improvement in the quality of learning because there
should be less disruption to lessons; better well-being because there
should be more opportunity to rest during the weekend, even a busy
one; and we believe that it will enable us to continue to strengthen the
offering for boarders. I have no doubt that there will be challenges to
be overcome but if we work together, we will get it right!
It has been a very busy year — aren’t they all? — and I want to pay
tribute to my colleagues on the staff, teaching and non-teaching,
academic, pastoral, administrative and practical, who have been
slogging away at the coal face. I am particularly grateful to my
colleagues on the Senior and Academic Management Teams who have
been grappling with the structure and implications of the new week.
And also to the governors, whose work is usually unseen but is critical
to the current and future health of the College.
Thank you, too, to the many who at different times and in different
ways help in a voluntary capacity, including the parents and OPs who
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supported the Careers Day and the Lower Sixth interview day; the
Chapel Flower Committee and the PPA Committee.
Finally, it is my task to thank those who are leaving the College. On the
teaching side, I spoke about Mr Allan, Miss Bibet, Mr Galloway, Miss
Rayner, Miss Rizan and Miss Patton in assembly yesterday. And on
the support staff side, we said goodbye to Simon Levine, the Estates
Bursar, earlier in the term. Many of you will also know Anna Kostur
on the catering team, she who always seems to be smiling, who will
return to Poland this summer after eight years here. Each has made an
important contribution to the health of the College.
Today, I want to mention briefly six others:
Mr Mark Woodcock joined us at the start of 2010 and has made a
vital contribution to both the Maths Department and the Boat Club.
As Assistant Head of Department, he set up the Euler Society and
Abelian Group, which provide enrichment and mathematical fun
for Sixth Form students, and his teaching has been rigorous and
stretching right up to Oxbridge level, as well as supportive to those
less confident. He is a strong believer in community and has acted as
the Wardroom President, encouraging regular social events for staff.
As Director of Rowing and coach of the 1st VIII he has ensured that
Pangbourne has been well represented on the national rowing stage.
He knows what makes boats fast — the art as well as the science — and
has the ability to communicate this clearly, so his crews have always
competed well and in most years have won medals at the National
Schools’ Regatta. Selection decisions were agonised over — life could
be unsettling for the eighth and ninth ranked members of his squad!
For those nearer the top, he has been instrumental in helping several
athletes to represent GB at the World Rowing Junior Championships
and it is testimony to his influence on them that a number of OPs

decided to show up at the Boat Club Dinner last weekend. A
traditional schoolmaster, a man of substance in the classroom with a
deep-rooted desire to help young people develop both academically
and in their wider interests, a man who has gone the extra mile and
beyond for the Boat Club, he will be missed as he leaves us to join
Sherrardswood School.
Miss Lucy Hamblin-Rooke is a Pangbournian to her core and she has
been a key player in the growth of the number of girls at the College
since returning as a Sportsperson-in-Residence in 2009. She quickly
acquired the additional responsibilities of being Head of Girls’ Games
and Assistant Housemistress in Macquarie, where her pastoral skills
were seen clearly. She is also a natural salesperson and has done
much to promote the College through her sporting connections in
our feeder schools, and initially worked in our Marketing Department
before completing her training as a PE teacher. For the last three years
she has been Housemistress of St George and it has thrived under her
leadership. Some thought me courageous to appoint one so young
to such a responsible position but she has always had an authority
beyond her years: Mr Hewick recalls a time when she was playing
alongside him in the boys’ 5th XI hockey side against Wellington. In
what was normally a civilised fixture, she ran rings around them and
also scored the winning goal 90 seconds from time, both of which
caused a progressive losing of the plot by the Wellington players —
mostly members of their 1st XV. Afterwards the Wellington coach,
I believe a certain Mr Williams, came over to apologise, only to be
given a roasting by Miss Hamblin-Rooke, the Chief Cadet Captain of
College, to the great satisfaction of her teammates! She will be sorely
missed but having been at Pangbourne for all but one year since she
was 11, she has an opportunity to develop her skills as a Housemistress
at another school, St Edward’s School in Oxford.
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Dr Beth Reynaert joined Pangbourne 17 years ago and has made a huge
contribution both as a chemist and as a superb administrator. Beyond
the simple fact that she is a very good scientist, her teaching colleagues
have identified her main qualities as kindness and having the patience
of a saint. There have been countless students who have struggled with
Chemistry, whether it be small aspects of the subject, or with Chemistry
in general. Dr Reynaert has always given these students her own time
and attention, quietly and calmly explaining ideas in as many ways as
one can think of, until — eventually — the penny drops. But for about ten
years she has played a key role in ensuring the smooth operation of the
academic life of the College, at various times being the cover organiser,
timetabler, Exams Officer, the Academic Manager and, most recently,
Head of Teacher Development, in which roles her initiative and quiet
efficiency have been clearly seen. Dr Reynaert is not one to blow her own
trumpet but her work is always rigorous, clear and strategic, and I am
confident that she is ready to take on the responsibility of being Deputy
Head Academic at Our Lady’s in Abingdon.
Another colleague who will be known very well to some of you but
perhaps not the majority is Mrs Susan Barton. She joined the College
in 2000 as a member of the EFL Department — or EAL as it is today
— supporting our international students in their learning of English.
She became Head of EAL in 2007 and her work in this area has been
invaluable. Mrs Barton is incredibly patient and understanding, always
offers well thought-out advice and is someone who looks for the best
in people and situations. Not only has she helped many international
students to pass their IELTS exams for entry to university, but she has
also spent hours screening applications from potential joiners for the
Admissions Department to ensure that they have the language skills
necessary to thrive here. She is a team player, working closely with
teachers and the LS Department to ensure successful outcomes for
her students. Her positive outlook and sunny nature means that she
has always been a pleasure to be around and will be greatly missed as
she begins retirement.
Mr Gerry Pike actually retired in 2014 before re-engaging as a parttime History teacher. I spoke about him at length at that time, so I have
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promised him not to do so again, but I feel that I ought to observe that
this has been his 99th term at Pangbourne, meaning that he started
teaching here before I had left school! He has been an exceptional
teacher but is, this time, properly retiring to Devon.
And lastly, we come to Mr Roger Cheeseman… As he told the Cadet
Captains on Wednesday, he has been teaching for 42 years in total
but 30 of them have been at Pangbourne, so he has been around the
block a bit. During his career here, he has worked in many important
roles: Head of Learning Support, Head of Film Studies and Master
in Charge of Rugby. In each of them, he has overseen conspicuous
success: a succession of powerful rugby sides, notably the 2002 XV
which reached the semi-final of the Daily Mail Cup, as it was then, but
he is equally able to get the most out of a 3rd XV or Dunbar side; the
Film Studies Department has regularly received commendations from
the exam boards for high performance; and it was Mr Cheeseman
and the team he built who established the College’s reputation for
learning support. The latter is not really surprising, given his own
temperament and it is this which I want to highlight most prominently
today, at the risk of causing him intense discomfort. He is modest, kind
and unassuming, and his calm, reassuring manner has been a hugely
positive influence on pupils and colleagues alike. I do not believe he
has ever given up on a pupil, always seeing the potential in them and
willing to consider how best to support them so that they can make
progress, and he is equally supportive of his teaching colleagues. He is
what the students would call a “legend”, not because of his longevity,
but because they always feel that he cares about them and makes a
positive difference to their time at the school. This, more than any of
his achievements, is what we will miss as he begins retirement so, as
we applaud all the leaving staff, I would like to take this opportunity to
present him with a leaving gift as a mark of our gratitude.
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and philosophy. The subject matter struck up interesting discussion
between the pupils, made more interesting by the fact that we are
often dealing with incomplete evidence. This lends itself well to
debate and it is always intriguing to see the inferences the pupils make
on any given subject.

CLASSICS
Year Review by
Head of Classics
Mr James Bamforth

This was the first year that our Upper Sixth pupils sat the ‘new’ A
Level and we were thrilled with the results produced by this cohort.
Their successes were thoroughly deserved after their tireless work
since the introduction of this new material.
It was a strong group and their abilities shone through, and the influence
that Classics has had on their university choices has been particularly
encouraging for the department. Amelia Catton-Wretham (U6,
Illawarra), who achieved a B grade at A Level, enjoyed the course to the
extent that she re-negotiated with Reading University to do her degree
in the subject rather than English. Elsewhere, Millie Metcalfe (U6,
Illawarra) achieved an A and will be studying Philosophy, and Matilda
Kite (U6, Illawarra) will be doing Theology following her B grade.
The changes to the course provided great variety within the final
paper, from the staging of Greek plays, through to Greek religion

There has been greater emphasis on secondary reading with this
syllabus and we have been helped by several online resources. The
Massolit website has proved to be excellent, providing a vast collection
of relevant talks and lectures augmenting our secondary reading.
The College-wide move to Google Classroom as our online learning
environment has also made the collation and sharing of resources with
the pupils that much easier, and is an area I will continue to look to
develop for Classics in the coming years.
Personally, I have enjoyed the opportunity to get out of the classroom
for networking purposes and to share resources with a number of
other ‘one man bands’, as many Classics ‘departments’ are! Many of
these resources are particularly relevant to the new syllabus and there
is plenty of innovation within the subject which we are keen to bring
into what we do here.
We did not run our Classics trip to Greece this year but our Upper
Sixth benefitted from the 2018 trip, reported on in last year’s edition.
We are planning to run the next trip during the 2020 Easter holidays,
and it provides something of a legendary focal point to the course that
has a great ability to bring the subject to life for our illustrious Sixth
Form Classicists.

COMPUTING AND ICT
Year Review by
Head of Computing and ICT
Mr Martin Palfrey

It has been a relatively stable year for
the Computer Science curriculum, with
no significant changes. However, OCR,
who provide the syllabus that pupils at
Pangbourne follow, have now published
their long-term plans for the subject. For
GCSE, the non-examined assessment will
be discounted for pupils starting the subject
in 2020 with their first exam in 2022. The
programming element of the course will be

assessed through the use of pre-released
material and a separate exam. OFQUAL,
the body that oversees all exam boards,
has determined that all GCSE Computer
Science courses will adopt this format from
this time. It is likely that curriculum content
will become increasingly standardised so
that there is less of an advantage in changing
exam boards. However, a detailed review
will be undertaken, once the plans for all

the exam boards are known. Aside from
minor specification tweaks, the A Level is
unchanged.
Our GCSE pupils this year completed a
challenging programming task that involved
them creating a dice game. The game, based
on the generation of random numbers, used
some sophisticated techniques to allow users
to play the game in a series of rounds and
the logging of high scores. It was extremely
testing and required a highly structured
programming approach to solve all the
problems posed. Whilst the challenge itself
was test based, using Python, there were
some innovative attempts at graphics that
anyone who played computer games in the
early ‘80s would recognise!
The retro theme was continued in the A
Level specification, with several pupils
creating ‘80s style games – ‘Space Invaders’
and ‘Super Mario’ live on! Pupils used C#
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and Visual Basic to code their projects
in an ‘object oriented’ approach. Other
languages employed this year include PHP,
HTML and JavaScript. The pupils used a
‘rapid application development’ paradigm
to develop their projects, which is a fast way
to get a working prototype and is a modern
programming approach adopted by the
computing industry for many applications.

G Suite for lessons and administrative tasks has
accelerated and although we have continued
to use Firefly, its prominence in learning
has diminished. We will be migrating any
remaining Firefly content to Google Classroom
throughout 2019/20 and discontinue its use by
the end of the Summer Term.

Perhaps the most significant event for
the year outside of the parameters of the
curriculum was the flood in IT2 in February!
The extreme weather with heavy snow,
followed by a rapid thaw and torrential
rain rendered the classroom unusable for
several weeks. Classes were moved to other
free rooms and fortunately the impact was
minimal, partly due to the BYOD programme
which was implemented in September. The
refurbishment was successfully completed
over the summer holidays, ready for the
return of our pupils.

Our continued investment in ICT has seen
our broadband speed increased significantly
as more tasks and services become cloudbased. As our reliance on this type of service
grows we have recognised the need to
improve our network resilience. To this end,
we have appointed a second supplier for
broadband. As well as providing a redundant
path for internet connectivity, our broadband
access speed has effectively doubled. Pupils
and staff at Pangbourne will therefore
enjoy close to 1 Gb/s on an uncontended,
synchronous connection. We are making
further changes to our infrastructure behind
the scenes to take advantage of this.

The most significant development this year
for the ICT systems at the College was the
increased adoption of Google Classroom as
our Virtual Learning Environment. Our use of

Pupils may rejoice! SmoothWall is being
replaced… with a new, more sophisticated
Firewall! However, we are changing how it
works and will be adopting different rules for

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Year Review by
Head of Design Technology
Miss Emma Patton

This year saw the DT department complete
its first full cycle of the new and improved
specification at GCSE level. Pupils learned
about a vast array of current trends and
issues designers need to tackle, and this new
focus on relevant and user-centred design
saw more varied coursework outcomes
than ever before. This change was warmly
welcomed by staff and pupils alike as we
continue to embrace all the subject has to
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offer in developing future-proof designers
and consumers.
It was also the first complete run through
of our new two-year Sixth Form BTEC
course. It has been an exciting and dynamic
addition to the department and it has been
a joy to see the ways in which our pupils
have embraced the opportunity to really
push themselves and make use of our

different year groups. We are also simplifying
the Wi-Fi registration process.
We have long recognised the need to have
more flexible and innovative learning
environments, e.g. the classrooms. The
widespread use of personal devices in
lessons through the BYOD programme has
also helped to drive the need for change.
As a result, we have started a programme of
classroom refurbishment. This entails the
replacement of ‘desktop PCs’ with laptops,
audio and modern projectors that enable the
teacher to adopt a classroom environment
suited to the subject and topic. The Study
Block was first, completed over the summer,
followed by Geography and PE. Science
and Modern Languages (English and MFL)
should be completed in the Michaelmas and
Lent terms.
As the school grows, the need for classrooms
that fit around the learner (rather than the
teacher) is necessary and places us in an
excellent position as learning evolves in the
internet connected and information age.

excellent facilities and possibilities in the
workshop. We have received very positive
feedback from universities regarding our
pupils’ portfolios after they have attended
interviews, and they are impressed with
the variety and quality of what our pupils
are producing. A number of leaving pupils
are now pursuing design and engineering
degrees; a very positive sign for the
department – we cannot wait to hear about
their progress in the future!
Current affairs issues influenced our work
across several year groups, none more
evident that when the current Form 4
embarked on their GCSE coursework:
‘Designing for a sustainable future’. This
proved a brilliant starting point for many
topical discussions and debates, supported
by the many sustainability articles and
documentaries produced in the last year.
We have considered why recycling is not
the saviour that some purport it to be and
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The DT Department enjoyed welcoming local primary schools for a ‘DT Challenge Day’

considered how we can retain functionality and style, whilst also
being sustainable. As a department, we have really embraced the
influence of current affairs on the subject and have enjoyed the
opportunity to bring this into the classroom.
We were keen to get the pupils to engage with design outside of the
classroom. Our Lower Sixth pupils attended Clerkenwell Design
Week in London, which offered an excellent chance to network
and meet with contemporary, practicing designers. It really opened
their eyes in terms of the work involved in developing and making
new and innovative products, and emphasised the importance of
understanding and engaging with your target market if you are to
be successful. Elsewhere, Form 4 visited the Mini Plant in Oxford
to see first-hand the level of automation involved in modern
production lines. The group was encouraged to consider the impact
of this in terms of benefits and drawbacks, as well as the potential
opportunities it creates. Giving the pupils the chance to engage with
experts in the industry is an invaluable experience and they really
made the most of the opportunity.
We had some exceptional designers this year, highlighted with the
results of our BTEC pupils in the Upper Sixth. We had 90% achieve

between a Distinction+ (equivalent of A*) and a Merit, with Cameron
Branney (U6, Macquarie) and Andy Cui (U6, Macquarie) in particular
producing some superb work throughout their two years.
We were pleased to welcome a new technician to the team, Mr Mike
Habasune-Cowdery, after the retirement of Mr Steve O’Farrell,
who had provided great support to our pupils for five years. As
an experienced and highly-skilled model maker, Mr HabasuneCowdery has brought a wealth of knowledge, skills and industry
experience to the department and the pupils are privileged to have
the support of such an excellent practitioner. His impact has been
tremendous already, particularly stretching and encouraging our
exam groups to access more varied and demanding materials and
techniques. The future of DT at Pangbourne is made all the more
exciting with him on board!
Over the course of the next academic year, we look forward to
cascading the exciting new content that our exam year groups have
focused on over the last two years into our Key Stage 3 offering. We
hope to enrich and deepen their understanding of the opportunities
available in Design Technology; both as an academic subject and the
range of career paths it supports in these exciting and changing times.
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1. Toby Draper (U6, Harbinger)

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

2. Christophe Dent (U6, Hesperus)

GCSE and A Level project
work from the year

4. Oliver Poole (Form 5, Harbinger)

3. Soren Sigl (U6, Harbinger)

5. Andy Cui (U6, Macquarie)
6. Angus Hearnden (U6, Port Jackson)
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ECONOMICS & BUSINESS

ENGLISH

Year Review by
Head of Economics and Business
Mr Robert Galloway

Year Review by
Head of English
Mrs Steph Poynter

have all been taken into consideration in our
Economic studies. On the Business side of
things, we have looked closely at ethics and
in particular, the notion of ‘fast fashion’ and
the issues this raises.

We had another positive year in the
Economics and Business department,
including a number of changes, a strong
set of A Level and GCSE results, and great
enthusiasm in the classroom.
I took over from Mr Mark Seccombe with
the goal of maintaining his high standards. I
also hoped to develop some of the enterprise
and entrepreneurial activity, and encourage
debate amongst our pupils to enhance their
knowledge of the subjects.
Business and Economics both lend
themselves extremely well to debates within
the classroom. So much of what is current,
newsworthy and influential on the world
stage relates to both fields and opening up
topics to our pupils improves their practical
knowledge whilst also helping to develop
a broader world view. Globalisation,
protectionism, the near collapse of the
Venezuelan economy, and of course, Brexit,

10
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In terms of the curriculum, we introduced a
new Edexcel Business A Level syllabus, which
has been an exciting challenge for both staff
and pupils. This course involves a detailed
study of a particular industry at the start of
the Upper Sixth year, which has meant that
the course been more topical and practical
than ever before.
Results for Economics were pleasing
this year, as 63% of our cohort achieved
A-C grades. In Business, Cody Zhang
(U6, Macquarie), Stan Thomas (U6,
Port Jackson), and Freddy Gardner (U6,
Macquarie) all came away with A grades.
There are further changes to the department
this year, as I make way for Mrs Adina
Buckland, who has plans to get the pupils out
of the classroom and visit more businesses
to see how the concepts learnt in class
are applied in industry. We will also be
introducing a new Business and Enterprise
course that will be followed by all members
of Form 3. This will provide an introduction
to business theory in preparation for possible
GCSE study, whilst also incorporating life
skills such as project management and
conducting business presentations.

It has been an exciting year once again for
English at Pangbourne, especially from a
personal perspective having joined the school
as Head of Department, taking over from Mr
Matt Coolin.
We had very few changes to the curriculum as
Mr Coolin had laid excellent foundations for
the department. This was evident once again
in the results as English proved one of the
strongest subjects at Pangbourne. The GCSE
results were outstanding, with a 99% pass
rate overall and 61% of pupils achieving grade
9 – 7, or the equivalent of the old A* – A.
We continue, as a department, to try to
bring the subject to life for our pupils, with
a host of trips, activities and technological
developments all playing a part.
Our theatre trips have been a real source
of enjoyment for the pupils this year, with
something on offer for all age groups. Our
Form 1 pupils in Dunbar were treated to a
unique re-enactment of The Tempest, by a
theatre company called The HandleBards,
who travel around on their bikes and perform!
That was fantastic, and there was loads of
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audience participation which really engaged
the group. Our Form 2 pupils in Dunbar
learnt more about Shakespeare with a trip
to The Globe, where they took part in
workshops and interactive sessions. Form 4
enjoyed seeing The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night Time, which supports the
IGCSE content, and our GCSE groups also
went to see an excellent Macbeth at the Corn
Exchange in Newbury. Finally, our A Level
group took a trip to The Old Vic to see All My
Sons, the 1947 play from Arthur Miller, which
they studied as part of their course.
We ran a Literary Society for A Level which
was very well-received and something we
are keen to develop further. We watched
films which linked to A Level text, providing
another level of understanding of the course
content; it is a really nice evening activity for
the A Level students. Our ‘Festival of Culture’
was another event outside the classroom that
proved to be a real success, as Form 1 did a
variety of performances which were inspired
by their studies of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, from soliloquys to their own pieces
of creative writing. The whole event was very
inspiring and a real highlight for the year.

big changes in the Key Stage 3 curriculum,
moving towards a more thematic approach.
Each term, Forms 1 – 3 will be learning around
a theme. For example, Form 1 will start with
Myths and Legends, incorporating the skills

of speaking, listening, reading and writing into
one linked theme. This will help us keep the
course lively, add variety, and introduce more
modern texts which should appeal to our
younger pupils.

All year groups enjoyed a host of theatre trips and workshops this year

Whilst we have had plenty to keep us enthused
outside of our main studies, there have been
developments on this front as well. The new
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) policy that
was introduced at the start of the year has been
brilliant. It has been incredibly useful when
working with A Level students in particular, as if
there is an article or a relevant piece of reading
we want to use it is easy for everyone to have
access. The ability to share things so easily is
hugely beneficial and it allows us to broaden
the reading, providing greater insight for the
pupils outside of core texts.
There are some exciting changes on the way
for the year ahead. We are moving to one A
Level English Literature group which should
be the best-performing GCSE pupils, and we
are introducing a brand new Media Studies
BTEC. This should be more suited to pupils
who enjoyed a practical style, with less focus
on exams, and it provides a great opportunity
to broaden what the department can offer
without taking anything away. We also have
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FILM
STUDIES
Year Review by
Head of Film Studies
Mr Roger Cheeseman

If you are studying film, it turns you
into a psychologist, a sociologist, and
anthropologist, because it’s all about people!
It has been an enjoyable subject to teach and
academically it is very challenging.
This is the second year of teaching the
new specification for the course and the
content we cover has many strands. We
studied five films last year, all of which
bring something very different from
the viewer’s perspective. We looked
at the Coen brothers’ adaption of
Cormac McCarthy’s No Country for Old
Men, the early Jennifer Lawrence film,
Winter’s Bone, the 2002 film City of
God, Tarantino’s epic Pulp Fiction, and
Guillermo del Toro’s Pan’s Labyrinth – all
fantastic movies. Within these studies

we cover elements such as the role of
the auteur, understanding and studying
spectatorship, and storytelling narrative.
Dr Clare Harraway covered an equally
diverse range of content, from cult classics
This is England and Trainspotting, to
documentaries, to silent cinema.
Throughout the year we continued to
absorb the new syllabus and develop our
knowledge, whilst also drawing on current
affairs to influence discussion. Modern film
will pick up on what is going on in the world
around us, and the course content constantly
touches on aspects of real life, whether it
is close to home or completely removed.
Film provides a way into current affairs
and we were fortunate to have a cohort
with excellent knowledge of film and an
enthusiasm for debate. They were very active
spectators - what all pupils taking this option
should aspire to be - and they came up with
some great ideas for their coursework.
The coursework reflects the diversity of the
subject as a whole, with students having
to write a screenplay for a five minute film,
complete a storyboard of 20 polaroids or
produce two minutes of film, write an 1,800
word essay on the screenplay, and watch at
least 15 short films, some of which should
serve as reference points for their own work.
As a relatively ‘new’ course at the College, we
continue to grow the subject and maintain
a proud record of every student having
passed the course over its 16 years. It is my
final year as Head of Department but I leave
knowing that the foundations that have
been laid for the subject here will be built
upon. Film Studies opens up a great range of
opportunities and the pupils appear to thrive
on the subject.

GEOGRAPHY
Year Review by
Head of Geography
Mr Tom Poynter

We had 168 pupils populate our GCSE and A
Level Geography cohort this year. In a small
school, with a broad range of voluntary topics
in the exam years, that is a serious number. In
fact, a total of 303 pupils cross the threshold
of the department each week and I am
honoured to be at the helm of this faculty.
The pupils have voted with their feet and
they have all made a crucial step on a journey
that shall see them becoming more engaged
global citizens.
The contemporary relevance of the topics
are unparalleled, with the June 2019 public
exams featuring the summer’s wildfires on
Saddleworth Moor, Banksy’s art, Brexit,
HS2, Heathrow’s new runway, Jarvis Cocker’s
lyrics, and volcanic eruptions in Hawaii from
just a few months ago. Geography is about
what is happening to us right now and it is
awesome to be able to support our pupils in
working out their place in it all.
The unique feature of geography, and our
pleasure as a department, is to help the
pupils develop a breadth of skills that will
keep them in good stead, whatever future
path they choose. The department staff
are also encouraged to push themselves
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and we have all benefited from continued
professional development through the
Princes Teaching Institute and exchange
of pedagogy through the 86 Group
membership. I am happy to congratulate our
latest member, Mr Ryan Cruwys, for passing
his NQT induction – he can now wear those
elbow patches with pride!
We are now firmly entrenched in the
2016 specifications and for the first time
we see the material and exams integrate
human and physical geography in a style
most appropriate for the 21st century. The
department has to keep up with this dynamic
subject and we have benefited this year from
the College’s new Bring Your Own Device
policy and an excellent flow of electronic
resources from the library. A typical
geography lesson will see pupils moving
between a number of audio-visual resources,
GIS and traditional texts. Mapping and media
have proved popular mediums for discussion
points and situating concepts in reality.
At all levels, we ensure our pupils study
beyond the classroom and this year we
have run field trips to London’s Docklands,
Reading, Sulham Woods, Brick Lane and
Dorset. A particular highlight for the senior
pupils was discussing places of protest whilst
on Parliament Green at Westminster and
then taking a river boat down to Greenwich
whilst charting the change in London’s river
front land use. In order for A Level pupils
to flourish in their NEA (Non Examined
Assessment), a large investment has been
made in fieldwork equipment and we can
now confidently meet the needs of the
most imaginative inquiry title that pupils are
required to propose.
Michael Palin wrote of his days in a
geography classroom as “a great adventure
with purpose”, and in June he was dubbed
a Knight for services to the subject after a
lifetime of broadcasting and eight television
series. It is our agenda as a department to
further the delivery of geography which
couples that sense of adventure and purpose
and maybe, one day, whatever exciting route
they took in life, one of our 303 geographers
this year might look back and make that same
admission.

GIFTED
& TALENTED
Year Review by
Head of Gifted & Talented
Miss Ellie Calver

Having taken over as the lead teacher from
Mr Matt Coolin at the start of the academic
year, it was a real pleasure to see the wealth
of achievement and high level activity in
so many areas within the College, and to
begin to work with the highest achieving
pupils to support their progress. Over the
course of the year, we have continued the
tradition of holding Academic Breakfasts,
with these doubling in frequency and being
made available to an increasingly wide range
of participants. Some have been centred
around particular topics, and aimed at
pupils of a certain age, where others have
been a more general opportunity for our
most able learners to come together to
discuss the challenges they face as the top
of their classes, as the most sought after
athletes, or musicians. After these events,
feedback has been sought, and has shown
that the chance to engage with like-minded
learners in a relaxed environment has been
of real benefit to pupils.
A new aspect of the programme has been
the introduction of the Challenge Email each week, a teacher from a representative
academic department has sent out an email

to pupils appropriate to their year group,
giving a stimulus connected to the subject,
and some thought provoking questions.
Pupils are then invited to respond by email
and/or attend a discussion session with that
teacher to further explore the concepts
raised. These emails have prompted some
very creative responses and interesting
discussions, so will be continuing next year.
The additional opportunity to engage with
real life applications of some of the more
advanced concepts tackled in the classroom
has proven very welcome for our young
people.
Individual departments have continued
to offer extension outside of standard
lesson work, in the form of societies and
talks, with notable contributions from
the Maths department through the Euler
and Abelian societies, the Psychology
department through an array of interesting
visiting speakers, and multiple theatre trips
from English and Drama, concert trips for
Music, and the second year of the Choral
Scholarship training programme pushing
our most advanced singers to new heights.
The Summer Term also saw a pilot of a Form
4 leadership programme, with pupils signing
up to complete independent projects
attached to departments, with teacher
support. We hope to be able to roll out a
more fully fledged programme next year for
the incoming Form 4.
At the top end, it is my great pleasure to
be able to congratulate Chulin Zhang (U6,
Hesperus), who successfully gained a place
at Oxford University to read Chemistry
from October 2019. I would like to thank all
the staff who helped to mentor and support
Chulin on his journey. Pangbourne is fully
committed to the needs of the individual,
and pupils with high aspirations at this
level are supported by a personal mentor in
their chosen subject area. We are fortunate
to have a large number of highly qualified
staff, whose commitment to supporting
excellence is a credit to the College.
Pangbourne is a member of NACE
(National Association for Able Children in
Education), which gives our departments
access to a range of good quality research,
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resources and training to help us to
support our learners. A crucial aspect of
this is the understanding that stretch and
challenge is important for all, regardless
of whether a pupil is highlighted as having
a particular aptitude for a certain subject
or discipline, so our core aim is to ensure
that every learner at Pangbourne College,
whatever their starting point, is stretched
and challenged to achieve their maximum
potential. I am excited to report that the
College has recently signed up for the
Challenge Framework through NACE,
which will allow us to audit, tailor and
improve our provision in this area. Over
the next few years this will culminate in an
assessment, and hopefully a recognition of
our work through a national accreditation
for excellence in this area. Watch this space
for exciting developments to come!

Our Academic Breakfast have been popular and enlightening.

HISTORY
Year Review by
Head of History
Mr James Frost

We enjoyed another consistent year in the
History department which was bolstered by
a positive set of results for our GCSE and A
Level pupils.
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Our A Level group had some especially strong
candidates including Millie Metcalfe (U6,
Illawarra), Bethan Smith (U6, St George)
and Cody Zhang (U6, Macquarie) who all
achieved A grades whilst Tom Edmondson
(U6, Harbinger), Tomas Hessian (U6,
Hesperus), Luca van der Wyck (U6, Hesperus)
and Nick White (U6, Hesperus) received Bs.
It was a hardworking and affable group and
we wish them all luck for the next stage. At
GCSE level we had a good ratio at the top end
and stand out performers included Hamish
Bamforth (Form 5, Hesperus), Rosalind
Harper (Form 5, St George)), Grace Spalton
(Form 5, Illawarra), and Elise Szala (Form 5, St

George) all doing excellently in their studies,
achieving grade 8s.
We have had a number of parallels to draw
upon from modern society which relate
well to course content and are a catalyst for
debate amongst the pupils. From the days
of Henry VIII and the question to remain or
exit the Catholic Church, to the language of
propaganda from Hitler or Stalin in World
War II mirroring that coming from the Brexit
Party or Donald Trump’s Republican Party,
these similarities are a way to bring the course
content ‘closer to home’ for the pupils.
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The ‘hands-on’ nature of our classroom
discussion have been supplemented by
embracing Google Sites and Classroom as
our online learning facility. The Google Site
we have created provides extensive resources
in a variety of formats for all year groups and
is continuously added to and developed, so
this technology is now very much part of the
woodwork for us.
Our annual trip to Hampton Court with
the Lower Sixth is always a highlight and
this year was no exception. The always
enlightening trip sees the pupils interact and
enjoy discussion with actors in role on site.
For example, this year we had one pupil ask
Catherine Parr about her role as Elizabeth I’s
step-mother. We were blessed with glorious
weather this year and the timing of the trip
gives the Lower Sixth welcome relief from a
busy schedule. We also take Form 5 pupils
on a trip every year which relates nicely to
their GCSE studies and this time we visited
Porchester Castle which linked to their
work on Norman England. A number of
pupils found this to be very helpful in their
understanding of the use and multipurpose
nature of castle life in Norman England.
Our department has experienced one
significant change, which sees the departure
of Mr Gerry Pike following 30 years of
service. His teaching of pupil and staff alike
has been exceptional. He will be missed
across the College and he will be a big hole
that we will have to work hard to fill.
For the year ahead, we have a number of
plans. We will be creating and adapting a
new Scheme of Work for Form 3, which will
include studies of the American Civil War,
the Holocaust and the First World War – all
fascinating topics for our younger pupils.
The department is adapting to the new
layout of classrooms, working with all three
members in close proximity of each other
in order to facilitate greater collaboration.
In general, we are aiming to become a more
streamlined and efficient department. This
will include sifting through our resources and
making our teachers share good practice and
operate with tighter lesson plans to provide
consistency of lesson delivery.

LEARNING
SUPPORT
Year Review by
Head of Learning Support
Mrs Susan Cohen

we have Mrs Rebecca Metcalfe completing
her Level 5 Dyslexia course this year, and
Mrs Julie Middleton-Reid is completing EAL
training as she will be heading up this side of
the department.
The pupils are dealing with invisible
disabilities, and they are incredibly hardworking in overcoming these barriers to their
learning. Our aim is to encourage all of our
pupils to be independent learners and we see
that consistently in our work, which is very
pleasing from the department’s perspective.

LIBRARY
Year Review by
Librarian
Mrs Christelle Aguillon

It has been another busy year in the Learning
Support department, as we continue to
provide crucial assistance to our pupils via an
increasing number of individual and group
lessons along with exam support.
We have welcomed two extra sessional
staff to our department this year. Dr Chris
Campbell has joined us to teach Science
and Mrs Carole Smythe is adding to our
Mathematics provision. Both have been
a huge help to us this year and we are
particularly appreciative of extra Science
support due to the considerable demand.
We have done more group work this year,
with small interventions for the GCSE years,
which has proved to be very beneficial. It
has allowed us to give more pupils access to
our support as the majority of our work has
tended to be one-to-one.
For the coming year, the ‘English as an
Additional Language’ (EAL) department
will move under the umbrella of Learning
Support, so we are increasing our offering
to the school. Added to this, as part of the
progression of the department, we are always
looking at professional development and

The College Library has continued to be
a hub for quiet reading and purposeful
studying.
In September 2018, Deputy Head Academic,
Mr Will Williams, and Head of Sixth Form,
Mr James Bamforth, agreed to extend the
opening of the Library, in prep time, to five
nights a week instead of two. The supervised
prep sessions have been run by the Library
Committee, a group of Upper Sixth pupils,
formed of our Divisional Scholars, and led by
the Senior Scholar, Madelaine Hart (U6, St
George), and the Assistant Senior Scholar,
Tomas Tokovyi (U6, Port Jackson). The aim of
the supervised prep sessions in the Library is
to nurture independent learning, and provide
a quiet and emulative environment for our
Sixth Form pupils.
In accordance with the Bring Your Own
Device policy implemented from September
2018, there have been upgrades to the
portfolio of non-fiction digital resources.
The addition of the Massolit Philosophy and
Classics collections to the already existing
and very popular English Literature course
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has been a real success amongst our A
Level pupils. Massolit offers a wide range
of short academic lectures on topics or
texts relating to the different examination
boards’ specifications. The Library has also
started subscribing to Credo Source, which
dispenses background information in myriad
subjects, as well as mind maps and tutorials,
which are specially designed to enhance
secondary school pupils’ information literacy
and research skills. It is particularly suited
for our GCSE pupils, who have to complete
a research-based project in Core Skills, and
our EPQ pupils, at the early stage of their
research. Furthermore, two of our Lower
Sixth EPQ pupils, Cameron MoorcroftTowers (L6, Port Jackson) and Bastien
Hamilton (L6, Port Jackson), have readily
contributed to a blog for the JCS national
website, in order to promote Questia School,
our key database resource.
For the second year running, the Library has
collaborated with the Art Department to
support Mr Iain Young’s venture to create the
first ever Festival of Culture at Pangbourne
College. The Library contributed to the
festival’s Renaissance theme by displaying
a range of literary texts written by some
of the most celebrated poets, playwrights
and philosophers in Europe, including
William Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe,
Erasmus, Niccolò Machiavelli, François
Rabelais and Michel de Montaigne. It
has also acquired a collection of works
commemorating the 500th anniversary of
Leonardo da Vinci’s death.
Finally, the Library has continued to
encourage ‘reading for pleasure’, by enlarging
its stock of junior, young adult and senior
fiction, with the invaluable help of the pupils
who have freely recommended some of their
preferred titles. The benefits of reading were
highlighted in the last Dunbar assembly of
the Summer Term, when the Dunbar Library
Prefects, Joe De Halpert, Charles Bishop,
Amelia Pride, Maddie McLaren, Hannah
Humphreys-Evans and Fraser Moffatt (all
Form 2), were given new fiction books for
assisting in the maintenance of the Dunbar
library branch, and for being sterling reading
ambassadors.

MATHEMATICS
Year Review by
Head of Mathematics
Ms Katie Conroy

Tomas and Chulin co-captained the Senior
Team Maths Challenge quartet, with
Norah and Frank Zhang (U6, Port Jackson)
completing the group. This skilled team went
onto win their regional competition and
qualify for the National Finals in London –
the best result we have had in over a decade!

Mathematics at Pangbourne College is thriving.
The departing Upper Sixth are the
first cohort to sit the new look A Level
Mathematics exam, and the changes to
the curriculum have increased focus on
problem solving and pupils applying their
mathematical skills. This new A Level is even
more relevant for pupils who are going on to
study a degree with mathematical elements.
The changes we have had mean we have
implemented more problem solving for
younger pupils throughout the school to help
them develop these crucial skills.
We ran a successful trip with Form 5 to the
Maths Inspiration Lectures at Winchester in
November which was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who attended. There were thought
provoking and captivating talks by Rob
Eastaway, Aoife Hunt and Matt Parker,
showing them some of the interesting
concepts that are not always covered by the
GCSE curriculum.
We also had 12 pupils enter the UKMT Senior
Maths Challenge in Michaelmas Term, which
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was a fantastic success. Open to pupils
from Form 5 to Upper Sixth, this national
competition tests top level mathematicians
on problem solving. The results of 11 of our
12 pupils being awarded certificates goes to
show we have a bright future developing.
Special mention here must go to Chulin
Zhang (U6, Hesperus), Tomas Tokovyi
(U6, Port Jackson), Madaleine Hart (U6, St
George), and Norah Yang (U6, St George)
who were all awarded Gold certificates,
placing them in the top 10% nationwide.

Lent Term was equally busy, with the
Intermediate Maths Challenge taking
place. This competition is open to pupils
from Forms 3 – 5 and we had 49 pupils
take part, with around a third of those
gaining a certificate. Many congratulations
to William Chen (Form 3, Hesperus) and
Libby Dale (Form 4, Illawarra) who were
the best performing pupils in Form 3 and
4 respectively, and to Tom Zhou (Form 5,
Hesperus) who was the best performing
Form 5 pupil and the overall Best in School.
The Team Maths Challenge event is comprised
of four teams from Forms 2 and 3. The team of
Susan Li (Form 3, St George), William Chen
(Form 3, Hesperus), Joe De Halpert (Form
2, Dunbar) and Elizabeth Denley (Form 2,
Dunbar) represented Pangbourne College with
great enthusiasm and enjoyment. They were
particularly strong in the Cross Number round
but found the Shuttle Round challenging,
which unfortunately dashed hopes of a top-ten
finish.
Not to be left out, Dunbar pupils took part in
the Junior Maths Challenge in April. With 37
pupils involved, we had an excellent haul of
15 certificates. Many congratulations to Joe
De Halpert (Form 2, Dunbar) and Brooke
Bethell (Form 1, Dunbar) for their ‘Best in
Year’ performances. I look forward to seeing
them flourish in the next few years.
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We welcomed 48 primary school pupils from
12 different prep and primary schools to take
part in our own Pangbourne Maths Challenge
in October. Pupils took part in a variety of
challenges from Towers of Hanoi, to building
the best structure. It was a thoroughly
enjoyable day, and we were well supported
by Sixth Form pupils.
Mr Fergus Yuille and Mr Mark Woodcock ran
another excellent programme for the Sixth
Form Maths pupils, with exciting Christmas
Mathematical treasure hunts, outside
speakers, and interesting talks exploring the
different areas of maths that can occur.
We are very sad to say goodbye to Mark
Woodcock, who is leaving Pangbourne
College this year, for a new beginning
at Sherradswood School, Welwyn. As
a long serving member of the Maths
department, he will be greatly missed by
both the staff and our pupils. He has run
the Abelian Group and Euler Society,
ably assisted by Mr Yuille, and has helped
many mathematicians develop a love and
enthusiasm for the subject.
We have been greatly enhanced as a
department by the addition of Mrs Amanda
Bowden and Mr Mike Salmon, who have
both been excellent teachers and fitted
right into the school. The forthcoming year
looks set to be a good one, with strong
mathematicians across all year groups.
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MODERN
FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
Year Review by Head of
Modern Foreign Languages
Miss Amy Ellerington

Our year started with the effervescent and
enjoyable ‘European Day of Languages’,
which is celebrated every year on 26
September. This is a wonderful way to get
the pupils enthused early on in the academic
year for the languages and cultures they will
be learning about. The Catering department
did an amazing meal which was French,
German and Spanish-themed, and the
Churros, which were a firm favourite last
year, made a welcome return. Mess Hall was
decorated with flags and banners, we had
poetry in lessons, and all sorts of European
quizzes. It was a great way to start the year!
From a curriculum perspective, all the
changes were done last year so we started
with our feet more firmly on the ground
in terms of our understanding and
teaching of the syllabus. We have been
aided considerably by the addition of two
members of staff this year in the form of
Miss Annabelle Cruwys and Miss Camille
Depeige. Miss Cruwys teaches German for
the most part, but also some French, and she
has taken to the school like a duck to water –
hardly surprising, given her big brother is only
just over in the Geography department! Miss
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Depeige has had a significant impact on the
department as an incredibly valuable native
French speaker. From September, everyone
doing GCSE and A Level French has had a
compulsory slot with her to practice their
speech specifically, which has proven to be
very beneficial.
In terms of the style of teaching, we have had
to take a slightly more traditional approach
due to the curriculum changes from last
year. There has been a greater emphasis on
grammar and translation at an earlier stage
because more of that is now included in the
GCSE exam. This has meant quite a lot of
verb learning, conjugation and writing. The
translation has proven to be quite popular
with the pupils, in part because the extra
work we have done on grammar and verb
learning provides them with a better base to
work from in terms of translation, and they
really seem to have enjoyed the challenge.
We have seen the BYOD policy prove
beneficial across the year groups and in
particular at GCSE level, where we have
utilised a website called ‘This is Language’.
This is an excellent resource which has a
catalogue of video interviews with native
speakers, around the same age as our
pupils, who are asked GCSE-style questions
focusing on family, school or holidays,
for example. Unlike many other listening
exercises in which the speech is slowed
down, the responses are at a normal pace
and there is more variety in terms of accent,
so it is a very useful tool which brings the
language to life nicely.
We had some very encouraging GCSE results
this year, particularly from our higher-tier
French pupils, over half of whom made
between grades 9 – 7 (the equivalent of A* A under the old grading system). Next year
for A Levels, we look forward to some dual
linguists in the cohort, which is something
the College has not had for some time and
will be exciting to see.
Over the next year at the College, our plans
reflect a wider landscape nationwide in that
we want to boost the teaching of languages
and the numbers of pupils studying Modern
Foreign Languages at a higher level.

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
Year Review by
Head of PE
Mr Sam Hewick

Once again it has been a very busy year within
the Physical Education (PE) department.
Pupils have experienced vibrant, exciting,
and fast paced lessons across theory and
practical. As the new Head of PE, I will look
back on my first year with fondness.
This is not entirely my first experience of
Pangbourne life. As an Old Pangbournian,
I return to the school with great affection
having thoroughly enjoyed my time as a pupil
at the College. The pupils this year have been
great, and it is brilliant to see the Pangbourne
spirit alive and well! I have been well
supported by my team of Mr Chris Sandbach,
Mr Richard Follett, and Miss Lucy HamblinRooke. We have also been lucky to have Mr
Alex Hawthorn in the department, who this
year successfully completed his PGCE. Each
member of the department has brought their
own style, enthusiasm, and character to the
lessons. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank each of them for their work this year,
it has been invaluable.
Dunbar pupils and Form 3 have been
focussing on gaining skills that are outside of
Games. We have been aiming to develop the
pupils’ physical literacy in a range of activities
that encourage their lifelong participation
in physical activity. Much of this has been
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delivered in a non-competitive environment,
encouraging pupil performance against
themselves, and the mastery of skills and
techniques. As the weather improves we will
be aiming to increase the use of our fantastic
new swimming pool. Hopefully, this will
continue well into the Michaelmas Term.
The Upper Sixth and Form 5 pupils worked
incredibly hard in the lead up to their
respective exams. It was pleasing to see
many pupils attend optional enrichment
sessions throughout the year, where they
could extend and develop their knowledge.
As expected, the closer we got to the
exams, attendance spiked and the focus
turned to revision, topic recap, and exam
question application. This year has also
seen the College integrate the use of
Google Classroom into lessons. Form 5
utilised this to great effect, by completing
their coursework online, which allowed for
immediate feedback and marking.
This Summer Term also sees the culmination
of the our first BTEC Sport cohort. This
course gives the pupils a chance to spread the
examination content over the two years of

PSHCE
Year Review by Head of
Personal, Social, Health
& Citizenship Education
Ms Rebecca Atack

study, along with a combination of practical
and theory based coursework. The pupils
achieved 1.8 grades above their predicted
scores, which is truly excellent.
Form 4 have started their GCSE study with
particular vigour. They have really got to
grips with the examination content. Learning
about the major bones, muscles, and joints in
the human body, combined with the types of
movement possible and their application to
sporting contexts. This year group seems to
be shaping up to be a good vintage.

15 year association with Pangbourne College,
including her time as a pupil, Miss HamblinRooke leaves us to become a Housemistress
at St Edward’s School, Oxford. She will
be greatly missed by pupils and staff alike.
Having been a CCCC in her time as a pupil,
Head of Girls’ Games, Teacher of PE,
Assistant Housemistress of Macquarie, and
Housemistress of St George, she has been
an excellent role model for pupils and an
outstanding member of staff - she will be
sorely missed.

The Lower Sixth have approached their
respective A Level PE and BTEC Sport
courses in a similar vein. The BTEC pupils
have sat three exams, with some pupils
already achieving excellent results. The A
Level PE pupils have been working through
the exam content, which they will sit this
time next year. These two groups look to
be developing into two strong cohorts and
should deliver some excellent results.

However, this does mean that Mr Hawthorn
will be remaining with us. He will begin his
NQT year and will take full responsibility for
his classes. I am sure his classes will benefit
from his enthusiasm and excellent teaching.
Furthermore, we will welcome Miss Pip
Sanders to the PE department, she will spend
the year undertaking her PGCE and she
another fantastic role model for us to have
within PE.

Finally, the department must say goodbye to
Miss Lucy Hamblin-Rooke. After eight years
of service as a member of staff, and a total of

All in all, an excellent year within the Physical
Education Department, I am already looking
forward to the next.

As incoming Head of Department this year for
PSHCE, we wanted to keep things very similar
to how my predecessor Mrs Nicky John had
structured the course. She did an amazing job,
so there were not too many tweaks that we
were going to make for this year.

Tim Emery, Safer Schools Partnership Officer
from Thames Valley Police, is a stalwart of
the programme and provides our pupils with
insight on topics such as; ‘E-Safety’, ‘Drugs
& Substance Abuse’ and ‘Coercive Control –
Domestic Abuse Presentation’. We welcomed
Satveer Nijjar who gave our Sixth Form
pupils and excellent talk on ‘Mental Health &
Resilience’ which we will certainly be keen to
do again next year, and we hope to extend it to
parents as well.

The department staff, as ever, were fantastic
and I would like to sing the praises of Mrs
Caroline Bond and Mrs Harriet Waller, who
were both brilliant as they shared the teaching
of Form 3. Miss Waller in particular is great
when it comes to involving current affairs in
the teaching of the course, as well as keeping
displays and other course content up-to-date.
Miss Letitia Rizan was also amazing and she will
be very much missed in the department as she
moves on at the end of the year. We also had
Miss Emma Green, Mr Rafal Zawistowski, Miss
Faith Fordham and Mrs Jo Hart teaching from
Dunbar up to Form 5.
Our external speaker programme continues
to be at the heart of the PSHCE syllabus and
we have been fortunate to have such engaging
and enjoyable speakers again this year. PC

The subject matter on the course lends itself
to discussion amongst the pupils and debate
around a variety of topics. This year, not only
in the classroom but across the country, Brexit
has clearly been on the tip of everyone’s tongue
and it is certainly something which has fuelled
discussions across every single year group.
Other subjects that have frequently got the
pupils talking include recycling and plastic
pollution.
Other initiatives within the department have
included a Form 2 ‘Dragon’s Den’ event, which
is run by Miss Waller. The premise is obviously
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taken from the popular BBC programme,
the pupils conduct research and produce a
presentation on something of their choice
which is related to the course content, such
as recycling initiatives or items. We have
found this very interesting in terms of helping
the pupils to see that they can make a change
and we want to empower them to do so.
For the next academic year, we are hoping to
modernise the curriculum to some degree. It
has been very solid in terms of socialisation
but we are keen to keep the topics updated

PSYCHOLOGY
Year Review by
Head of Psychology
Miss Letitia Rizan

and focus in greater detail on the most relevant
issues currently for our pupils, to include
environmental issues and plastics in particular.
The speaker programme has great value and
we will hope to maintain the level we have
had in recent years and develop it further.
Whilst everyone involved has been excellent,
much of the content surrounds a negative
experience which then sparks a positive – in
the future we hope to include more positive
speakers, perhaps with more of a ‘life
hack’ theme, in terms of creating positive

I cannot thank Mrs Julie Hoather enough
for her work within the department; she has
been a huge help to me and will be taking on
the role of Head of Department next year.
We also look forward to Mr Dan Paynter and
Mr Steve Thompson becoming involved in
next year in the teaching of several modules
as we look to expand the offering available.
As well as the contribution from our staff,
we have been fortunate with the quality of
people brought into speak with the pupils
about certain aspects of the course. We
had Old Pangbournian Hannah Stone join
us to share her experiences as a criminal
psychologist at Broadmoor. This was
absolutely fascinating, very engaging, and

experiences as opposed to learning from
negative ones.
We will also be involving staff more to
compliment external speakers. This will
include Mr Richard Follett discussing cyber
safety and phone usage, and Mr David
Metcalfe addressing the pastoral initiative we
have implemented in recent years called AS
Tracking. Within this, we will also be keen to
engage parents more with Pangbourne life
and the day-to-day lives of the pupils through
the PSHCE programme.

she passed on a great deal of information
which tied in well to the popular forensic
module we do. There was also a session
that was very different but no less enjoyable
from Miss Chantelle Duoart-Mellor, a
sports psychologist. It took the form of a
very active workshop over the course of a
few hours, focused on ways of coping with
anxiety and stress.
The relevance of the topic to our pupils
is something that they are becoming
increasingly aware of, and pushing the
level of engagement can really set apart the
higher end pupils. We saw this with some
really positive results in our A Level cohort
as Upper Sixth pupils Cameron Branney

We enjoyed another positive year in the
Psychology department as the subject
continues to progress and become more
firmly entrenched as a popular A Level
option with our pupils.
As the curriculum was changed in the
previous academic year, it felt more ‘bedded
in’ and there were minimal changes. This
meant that both the staff and pupils were
comfortable in the structure and allowed
us to make our own developments within a
framework we were now settled with.
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Practical experiments played a big part in the Psychology classroom this year
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(Macquarie), Rowan Shields (Macquarie),
Stanley Thomas (Port Jackson) and Cody
Zhang (Macquarie) all achieve A grades
which was a great return.
Our use of ‘Dynamic Learning’, an online
resource that provides high quality content
and unique learning tools, was invaluable
again this year. For next year we are hoping
to work with a company that utilises virtual
reality products which could be brilliant and
very relevant for psychology, and a really
exciting addition for the pupils.
This is my last year as Head of Department,
but Mrs Hoather will do an amazing job and
she will develop the course using her own
vision. We had a large uptake coming into
Lower Sixth, which is very encouraging, so
as a department we will hope to keep the
numbers up and the interest in Psychology
at Pangbourne high.

RELIGIOUS
STUDIES
Year Review by
College Chaplain
Reverend Neil Jeffers

plummeting. Fortunately, the popularity
of RS at Pangbourne continues to grow as
pupils realise the benefits for understanding
the modern globalised, multicultural world,
as well as developing the transferable skills
of essay-writing, weighing up contrasting
arguments and worldviews, and logical
thought. The bonus of the university
situation for our pupils is that gaining a
place on a Theology degree at a higher-tier
university has never been easier!
The academic year begin with positive
results from 2018. There were some great
performances at A Level, with Dylan
Cresswell (U6, Macquarie) scoring 100%
on his Islam paper, and four other pupils
scoring above 90% on at least one paper.
In the first year of the new GCSE syllabus,
there was a 98% pass rate for RS, with
42% achieving grades 9-7. Similar success
at GCSE level was enjoyed in 2019, with a
98% pass rate and 40% of pupils at the top
end, with grades 9-7.

The news this year has featured panicked
warnings of university Theology and
Religious Studies (RS) numbers

The big change for this year was the offering
of the full course GCSE as an optional
subject to Form 4. Uptake was positive and
pupils seem to be enjoying the opportunity

to spend more time getting their teeth
into Christianity, Islam and ethics. For this
new class, the year finished with an RS trip
to Oxford. We spent some time at Christ
Church, touring both the college and the
cathedral. Some pupils seemed more
excited to be treading in the footsteps of
the Harry Potter films, but also learned a
lot about Christian worship and had their
eyes opened to university life, Oxford-style.
After some free time for lunch, the Oxford
mosque hosted us to help us understand
Islamic worship and community life.
Our Lower Sixth pupils also enjoyed the
regular trip to London in the Lent Term.
We visited the British Library to see an
incredible array of ancient manuscripts,
both biblical and Qur’anic. The new Islamic
art and history galleries at the British
Museum opened eyes to very different
cultures, as did our tour of the Regents
Park Mosque. Dinner at Carluccios was a
pleasant way to finish the day in the big city.
Both trips have proved popular with pupils
so will be running again next year, with the
hope also of a presentation evening from
Sixth Form pupils.
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SCIENCE
Year Review by
Head of Science
Mr Stewart McKane

Following some significant changes over
the last two years in the Science curriculum
at GCSE and A Level, this year was one of
consolidation and improvement. Although a
quiet year in terms of changes, Science does
not stand still, and nor has our department.
Some significant changes have come
amongst our staff, both outgoing and
incoming. Mrs Nicky John and Dr Beth
Reynaert both left Pangbourne after many
years of fantastic service to both the College
and the Science department, for which we
are extremely grateful and we wish them
well in the future. Miss Faith Fordham has
joined the Chemistry department and has
already had a significant impact, so we are
delighted to have her with us. Mr Edward
Hardyman has also joined us, and due to
the growth and success of Science overall
at the school we have had to recruit an
extra teacher to the department, Mr Jack
Sims, who will be teaching Biology. The
contribution all of our staff made across
Biology, Chemistry and Physics was evident
come results season in August.
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I was pleased with the hard work all of
our pupils put into their GCSEs, the set
of results we had this year really was a
testament to the hard work of them and the
staff. Every pupils passed and we felt as a
department that everyone got results that
did them proud. We had some pupils that
were struggling and unsure of their ability
to pass and some who were striving for and
achieving 9s – every result told a different
story of the hard work that was put in. We
were equally pleased with some outstanding
A Level results, particularly in Chemistry and
Biology. Tomas Tokovyi (A grades in Biology
and Chemistry) and Chulin Zhang (A grades
in Chemistry and Physics) were especially
impressive in the Upper Sixth as they worked
incredibly hard and got what they deserved,
with the latter taking up a place at Pembroke
College, Oxford University, to study
Chemistry.
The breadth of resources available to us now
and the investment we have been fortunate
to be able to make in the department have
certainly contributed to these successes.
There have been investments in new
equipment across all three subjects which
means that we have been able to be more
‘hands on’ with some of the concepts and
the data that can be acquired, particularly in
some areas at A Level.
Our online resources have developed
considerably, the use of which is enhanced
further by the BYOD policy. These have been
influential in revision but more generally,
the whole learning process throughout. One

of the most popular with GCSE pupils is
Thinkie, which incorporates web resources,
educational pages and video questions and
is particularly engaging visually. We have also
been thrilled with Isaac Physics, which is part
of Cambridge University’s Physics outreach
and combines thousands of interactive
questions which help, support and provide
feedback to pupils. Whether pupils want to
be the next top-class Cambridge physicist, or
they just want a decent grade at GCSE, this
resource is there to encourage and motivate
them, and it has been inspirational to some
of our pupils this year.
Outside of the classroom, the course
content was enhanced by a number of
trips. The Physics department took our A
Level pupils to the Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory in Didcot for a Particle Physics
Masterclass which proved immensely
useful, as about a quarter of the of the
Lower Sixth were looking at sub-atomic
physics and a handful of the Upper Sixth
were investigating nuclear physics. Being
able to see the practical application of the
theories we address at A Level and see what
it really is to be a physicist brings everything
together well for the pupils. There was a
trip to London for our Biologists to attend
a fascinating conference, and we have set
up Medicine Days which help to prepare
veterinary or medical applicants. Although
much of the focus on this has been at the
upper end of the cohort, we have plans in
place for our first Prep and Primary School
Science Day in the next academic year, and
other initiatives will be forthcoming to help
inspire all age groups.

Investments in equipment this year have benefitted all Sciences
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ART
Year Review by
Head of Art
Mr Iain Young
Megan Myhill (U6, Illawarra) working on her piece representing Pangbourne life

Devitt House and Study Block. Lower Sixth
artists Tia Duffy (L6, St George), Megan
Myhill (L6, Illawarra), Maddy Sawbridge
(L6, Illawarra) and Jasmine Simpson-Smith
(L6, Illawarra) produced four impressive
works on themes drawn from Pangbourne life
which now decorate these buildings. With
Pangbourne’s love of rowing, it is perhaps
no surprise that Tia’s oil painting above
the fire place in Devitt has drawn the most
comments, but all the works show a real
insight into the culture of the College.

This year, Art at Pangbourne opened its
doors to an even larger number of pupils and,
with characteristic excitement, they set about
producing some fantastic work. They were
ably assisted by our newest member of staff
Mr Rafal Zawistowski, who has made it his
mission to strengthen pupils’ skills with paint.
He has certainly won a lot of friends, both
amongst the Art pupils and with the boys in
Hesperus where he is a Visiting Tutor.
Perhaps the first public demonstration of
creative energy present amongst the pupils
came with the new paintings unveiled in

Not wishing to be outdone, photographers
undertook what must surely be the highest
risk assignment of the year, staging an
exhibition of portraits of senior college staff,
including the Headmaster, his wife, and all
the Deputy Heads. Mischievous rumours of
expulsions for those failing to please their
sitters were rife and, with both subjects and
photographers meeting at the private view,
more than a few nervous faces were evident.
Fortunately, the final show was a triumph
with some genuinely sophisticated images
on display, the new studio space being
converted to a surprisingly smart gallery for
the occasion.

All artists need to feed their creativity and this
year the search for inspiration took a group
of our artists on a trip to New York. The city
is an amazing venue, both architecturally and
in terms of its collections. Twelve pupils took
the opportunity to broaden their horizons,
visiting the Metropolitan, Guggenheim and
Modern Art museums. They also enjoyed
some more traditional sightseeing, climbing
the Empire State Building and riding on the
Staten Island ferry.
Later in the Lent Term, the Art Department
took the lead in producing our first ever
Festival of Arts & Culture. Following the
‘Renaissance’ theme, the renowned art
historian and Oxford Professor Emeritus
Martin Kemp addressed pupils on the theme
of Leonardo da Vinci. Over a preliminary
dinner with the art pupils he had already
charmed his audience, before impressing
them deeply with a demonstration of
Leonardo’s ability to weave together art and
science. It was a remarkable opportunity to
hear arguably the world’s greatest expert
speak on the theme of Leonardo in this
anniversary year, five centuries after the
artist’s death.
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In the same week, the Royal Academy visited
the department to reintroduce the study of
life drawing. This demanding and dynamic
session saw students produce a multitude
of drawings, scaled from tiny images to life
size works, with pastels, charcoal and a
plethora of other media serving to make their
diverse images. Even in the space of one day,
progress was tangible and there was a buzz of
excitement amongst the students. We now
plan to make life drawing a more regular part
of their experience.
One of the way in which we measure our
success is by the places that our students
take up at university. This has been an
exceptional year, with three of our Upper
Sixth artists – Andy Cui (U6, Macquarie),
Kristina Hou (U6, St George) and Yan Wang
(U6, St George) – being offered places at the
University of Arts, London. This is arguably
the most prestigious art institution in Britain,
so to have so many students going straight to
degree courses is a success that we are happy
to celebrate.
The year drew to a close with the normal
round of exams followed by the annual
major exhibition of work from our pupils.
Understandably, this showcase of Form 5
and Upper Sixth work is a source of pride
for many students giving them a chance to
show just what they have worked so hard to
achieve. Hopefully it will also have impressed
the many visiting parents that we welcomed
on Founders’ Day.

4

24

Colours 2019 | pangbourne.com

1

2

3

THE ARTS YEAR REVIEWS

5

7

6

8

10

9

11

1. Mimi Davis (Form 5, St George)

5. Emma Woodrow (Form 5, Illawarra)

9. Claudia Orr (Form 5, Illawarra)

2. Georgia Paine (Form 5, Illawarra)

6. Lily Grundy (Form 5, St George)

10. Emma Woodrow (Form 5, Illawarra)

3. Mia Macfarlane (Form 5, St George)

7. Harvey Day (Form 5, Hesperus)

11. Lillie Pitchforth (Form 5, Illawarra)

4. Jake Alexander (Form 5, Macquarie)

8. Bella Kent (Form 5, St George)
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12

13

14

15

12. Alex Barnes (U6, Illawarra)

16. Freya Banky (U6, St George)

20. Dan Atkins (U6, Harbinger)

13. Andy Cui (U6, Macquarie)

17. Archie Relf (U6, Harbinger)

21. Andy Cui (U6, Macquarie)

14. Fergus Beresford (U6, Harbinger)

18. Yan Wang (U6, St George)

15. Abbie Lewis (U6, St George)

19. Elliot Teague (U6, Macquarie)
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DRAMA
Year Review by
Head of Drama
Ms Rebecca Atack
This year’s College production was Much Ado About Nothing

and make-up. This is beneficial in the way
it introduces our pupils to what theatre
really is and it gets them to look at it in a
detailed way.

It was another vibrant year for the Drama
department at Pangbourne, punctuated by
a host of trips and workshops alongside our
marquee events: the College Production and
Divisional Drama.

The A Level now involves three set texts.
These are Machinal by Sophie Tredwell,
Accidental Death of an Anarchist by Dario Fo
and The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time by Simon Stevens. These are more
accessible texts than those set previously but
there is still an extensive amount of content to
cover, so there is no time for messing around!
From the perspective of the performance
element and the devised project, the
course goes into the minutia of directing,
performance and design.

We continued to adapt to the course
changes for GCSE and A Level that were
implemented last year, which have brought
many challenges as well as benefits. The
curriculum for GCSE takes a more holistic
view and as such, it requires longer to
teach. We have four sections which come
from a directorial perspective and a design
perspective, addressing aspects ranging
from rehearsal techniques to lighting, sound

Being able to bring the course content to life
by attending live performances is key so we
always want to attend as many productions as
possible. We had a joint trip with the English
department to see The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night Time which added a great
deal of value as a core text for both subjects
at A Level. Form 5 enjoyed an excellent
showing of Missing at the Oxford Playhouse
performed by Gecko Theatre Company; it was
a very physical, non-naturalistic production.
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The Lower Sixth also ventured to the Oxford
Playhouse, but this time to see Dead Dog in
a Suitcase and Other Love Songs, which is a
modern take on The Threepenny Opera by
Bertolt Brecht and was fascinating – the Lower
Sixth were studying Brecht with their set text
so to see this adaptation provided a good
physical connection.
Our desire to help pupils gain greater
knowledge of theatre has been aided by
setting up our Theatre Group. On Thursday
evenings we took the opportunity to offer
Form 3 and Gifted & Talented pupils the
chance to come and have some supper
before watching a host of productions
available on the Digital Theatre platform,
with everything from Shakespeare to East
by Steven Berkoff. We set up a really nice
community by doing this and it is definitely
something that we will continue next year.
As ever, the College production provided
us with one of the highlights for the year.
We took on the challenge of Much Ado
About Nothing, and the results were
wonderfully well-received by three packed
houses on consecutive nights in Drake
Hall. Shakespeare is always challenging
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but everyone involved benefitted, and as a
final production for Upper Sixth students
Madelaine Hart (U6, St George) and Sam
Hollaway (U6, Hesperus), it was a fitting
send off after years of dedicated contribution
to Drama at Pangbourne.
Maddie and Sam were both awarded The
Prompt Book on Founders’ Day this year,
and rarely have we had students who
deserved it more. Throughout their time at
Pangbourne they both had a huge impact
on the department as individuals. Maddie
was an exceptional role model, not only
as Drama Scholar, but in her contribution
to Pangbourne life. Sam’s enthusiasm for
Drama was infectious and had a hugely
positive influence on the department, with all
appreciating his effervescence and energy in
everything he did. We’d like to congratulate
them both and wish them well!
We also had a number of outstanding
individuals in the lower years, across Forms
3 and 4, who earned Drama Scholarships.
Nora Shields (Form 4, St George), Molly
Upton (Form 4, Illawarra), Max Fuller (Form
4, Port Jackson), Megan Scarborough (Form
3, St George) and Oscar Brown (Form 3,
Macquarie) are all in this group and we
cannot wait to see how they progress over the
next few years.
As a department, we are sad to see Miss
Becca Rayner leave but we would like to
thank her for her the effort and the joy that
she brought to the department throughout
her two years with us. We now look forward
to welcoming Miss Rhiannon Bland who
joins us from Kennet School where she was
Head of Drama, having previously taught at
Downe House. Mr Ben Kearney is now full
time with the department which has been
hugely beneficial to us – he really is invaluable
and now he is even helping to teach a GCSE
student lighting, so it is wonderful to be able
to offer more on that technical side.
For the year ahead, we aim to build the
department and make Drama more
accessible to everyone. We would also love to
bring in more workshops so the students can
see the subject from a different perspective
and really develop their enthusiasm for
everything Drama offers.
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MUSIC
Year Review by
Director of Music
Miss Ellie Calver
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This has, as always, been a busy and
productive year in the Music Department.
The ceremonial output of both the flagship
ensembles, Choir and Marching Band, has
been superb. This year saw the Band grow
by a full rank, with a need to audition the
drum corps due to so much enthusiasm for
involvement in the ensemble. Meanwhile,
the Choir demonstrated exceptional prowess
in being able to sing music in up to eight
unaccompanied parts (double choir) - a
huge achievement for a school ensemble,
and a testament to the hard work, skill
and commitment of its members. The
Choir also, for the first time, introduced
sung responses to College Sunday, in five
parts, something which we hope to build
on in the coming year. A special mention
in terms of contribution to the ceremonial
life of the College must go to Lucy Perring
(L6, Illawarra), whose remarkable skill as
principal trumpeter in the Marching Band

and Fanfare team has had a huge impact on
the quality of all major occasions, not least
Remembrance Sunday, on which occasion
she played the ‘Last Post’, reportedly better
than most professionals. We wish her
every success as she takes on the coveted
position of Drum Major for the Band in
September. Remembrance Sunday saw
our outgoing Drum Major, Barney Brown
(U6, Macquarie), leading the Band with
style as they contributed to the local
community’s parade and subsequent Service
of Remembrance in the afternoon. All the
students did an excellent job, and were a real
credit to the College in terms of the way they
supported the local community.
The first event of the year, the Divisional
Music competition, saw some superb entries,
especially in the offerings put forward for
the Vocal section of the event. This was
particularly hotly contested due to the
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superb singing contingent in the Upper Sixth,
led by Bethan Smith (U6, St George) and
Rowan Shields (U6, Macquarie), both Grade
8 standard singers. Our adjudicator, Teresa
Cahill (whose own career saw her perform in
such prestigious operatic venues as Covent
Garden and La Scala) was impressed with the
energy, enthusiasm and skill of our students,
and with the warm and friendly atmosphere
at the College. Our young singers were lucky
enough to benefit from her expertise in a
masterclass during the day, which saw some
breakthroughs of huge proportions for some
voices. On the same day, we were lucky
enough to have Robert Saxton, Professor
of Composition at Oxford University, doing
workshops alongside Teresa, but in musical
composition, which was a huge benefit for
our young composers.
October saw Pangbourne’s Choir finally take
the lead at the Annual National Service for
Seafarers, after the tragic cancellation of the
event last year. Our singers did the College
proud, stepping up and leading massed
choirs of around 200 singers in very complex
repertoire by Elgar and Stanford, and setting
the bar very high indeed for next year’s lead
school, Reddam House.
The Tea Concert series continued to run
throughout the year, again attracting a strong
following of young musicians wanting to
test out their work in progress in a safe and
supportive performance environment, and
then to talk music over tea and cake. These
relaxed, informal monthly concerts are of
great benefit in terms of building confidence
to perform in larger, more public events, and
give pupils the chance to give one another
valuable feedback as well as receiving this
from department staff.
As usual, the end of the Michaelmas Term
saw a great deal of music making, with
excellent performances from both Choir
and the Brass Band. Musicians had an
incredibly busy time, with harmonies for
our carols, a performance in the Christmas
showcase, entertainment during College
Christmas lunch, and then the fanfares in
the main College Service. All the pupils did
a tremendous job to put out a huge amount
of complex repertoire on some very tight
timescales, and listeners were justifiably
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impressed with the quality of our output,
with much of what was produced rivalling
standards achieved by adult groups. The
Chamber Choir again did the College proud,
leading a candlelit service for Advent for the
local community in early December and then
going on, alongside the College Choir, to
produce a superb performance for the whole
College community in the Carol Service.
Dunbar, not to be outdone, even succeeded
in performing a four part carol, from memory,
in French for their service!
On to the Summer Term, and still we were
busy - May Revels (now traditionally held
in June) proved to be a most entertaining
evening, giving a forum for more popular
based ensembles, student led submissions
and some lighthearted repertoire from
the flagship groups as well. As ever, staff,
students and visitors came together over
a hog roast and lively music making. This
event also saw our team of Form 4 leaders
come into their own, doing a great deal to
lead the event and ensure that everything
ran smoothly. They should be commended
for their efforts. At the end of term, the ever
popular Founders’ Day Concert produced
a strong array of both solo and ensemble
performances, which showcased our
brightest and best to good effect.
The Music department’s last commitment
this year was in fact after Founders’ Day.
The following morning, very early, we took
a group to Italy for the week, where we
explored the Lake Garda area, did some
musical performances, Drama workshops,
and even saw an opera, La Traviata,
performed live in the arena in Verona. This,
combined with ice cream, good food and
a little stop off at a theme park on the way
through made for a creative but fun way to
end the year.
I would like to conclude by offering
my heartfelt thanks to the entire Music
department staff for all they’ve done above
and beyond simply teaching this year,
to make the musical experience of our
community so special. Onwards and upwards
to next year!
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Dubar staff and pupils 2018-19

DR IAN HART

Formal House and Divisional Photographs are reproduced with the kind permission
of Gillman & Soame photographers. Photographs can be ordered through the
Gillman & Soame image bank: www.gsimagebank.co.uk/pangbournecollege

HOUSEMASTER OF DUNBAR
THIS YEAR BEGAN IN THE USUAL DUNBAR FASHION, WITH
LAST YEAR’S WIDE-EYED AND EAGER FORM 1 RETURNING
AS THIS YEAR’S WISE AND WORLD-WEARY FORM 2, AND
A WHOLE NEW GROUP OF FORM 1 PUPILS READY TO TAKE
THEIR PLACE.
We started with the induction of the incoming pupils on the
first Wednesday of term, and apart from the various tests and
administration required, our new additions could be found running
around the College trying to find names on benches and opening
dates of buildings. The winners of this very first competitive InterWatch event was Starboard, who got 26 of the available 40 answers,
and were therefore off to a flying start.
Our first social event of the term was, as ever, the hotly-contested
Parents vs Pupils Football match. As with last year, we were blessed
with fine weather but, unlike last year, the fixture was a close content,
with the Dunbar pupils just pipping the parents by a score of 7-6.
Later in Michaelmas Term, were thrilled to open our doors for the
Parents’ and Guardians’ Dinner which took place in the Old Library.
It once again proved to be a wonderful evening and a lovely way for
families in Forms 1 and 2 to get to know each other. The food was
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excellent and the apres-meal ‘entertainment’ was a game of higher or
lower in the spirit of ‘Play Your Cards Right’ with Dr Hart playing the
role of Brucie!
Throughout the rest of the year, the range of different events enjoyed
by the Division were as diverse as they were abundant. From an
‘official’ College perspective, Dunbar’s own specific Open Morning
saw the pupils show themselves to be our best ambassadors. Nearly
30 Dunbar pupils volunteered to come in and support the event and
it was a tremendous success, with a real buzz on the day. Things then
moved onto the more social events, with Divisional ‘Come Dine With
Me’ a new innovation this year. “Dun-Bar” was selected to provide
the ‘Mocktails’ which would kick the evening off and left the judges
suitably impressed with at least two of the exotic beverages proving to
be drinkable… Perhaps less sugar syrup next year would be advisable.
The events continued to come thick and fast with The Dunbar Family
Quiz, Pangbourne’s Got Talent (PGT), the College 100% Race and
the Family Fun Day all proving to be as enjoyable as the last. The Quiz
saw over 100 people gathered for 10 rounds of intellectual pugilism
in the Mess Hall, with questions ranging from ‘Kings and Queens’ to
‘Low Temperature Solid State Physics’ (I kid you not…). The range
of abilities displayed in PGT bodes beautifully for the future with the
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pupils showing great courage to perform in front of the whole College,
with many of them reprising these acts at May Revels.
With plenty to shout about on the creative side of things, we also had a
number of Dunbar pupils excel in sporting activities both in and outside
of the College. Isla Farrow (Form 1) took part in an international ski
event, Bea Askar (Form 1) continued her steady rise through the ranks
of synchronised swimming, achieving selection for the prestigious
‘Beacon’ squad, Josh Bodimeade (Form 2) made his comeback from
injury in gymnastics and qualified once again for the National Tumbling
Competition, whilst Boyd Price (Form 1) and Jack Walters (Form 1)
worked on lowering their already impressive golf handicaps. Team
Pangbourne appears to be in safe in hands in the years to come.
In addition to the entertainment provided on site and in the Division,
a couple of trips provided us with some real highlights this year. The
Form 2 Camping Trip was a tale of two halves – Monday was fine and
dry and the pupils dry and happy, Tuesday was not, and they weren’t…
Nevertheless, we had plenty of fun around the campfire as well as
nearly four hours’ sleep. The Form 1 trip to Royal Windsor Horse was a
great day out for our younger pupils, many of whom ride themselves,
so this was a lovely day out with lots to see and do.
The Form 2 Dinner was the emotional and ceremonial end to the year
for our departing Form 2 pupils. Hosted as usual in the magnificent
Old Library, the theme was ‘The Movies’ and Miss Green did her
usual magic with the decoration. The menu was ‘cinema food’ with
Nachos and Hot Dogs plus Ice Cream, and a film was projecting
silently onto a big screen throughout the meal. The photographs are
now up in Dunbar and are a wonderful reminder of this special event.
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Harbinger staff and pupils 2018-2019; to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MR DAN PAYNTER
HOUSEMASTER OF HARBINGER
MY FIRST YEAR AS HOUSEMASTER OF HARBINGER WAS A
PLEASURE FROM THE BEGINNING AND THE GREAT FEELING
OF COMMUNITY IN THE DIVISION CONTINUES TO HELP
BREED SUCCESS.
The atmosphere is something which has been very important to us.
Having people who are happy and take pride in the Division tends to
ensure that they give their best, and when our boys give their best,
more often than not they come out on top.
This level of dedication was evident in a number of Cups and
competitions throughout the course of the year, with the boys
enjoying plenty of success. One of the major highlights came in the
Div Ergo competition – for the first time in nine years, Hesperus were
knocked off the top spot and we were the ones who managed to do
it! This was a massive moment for the boys and there was impressive
leadership shown by Tom Edmondson (U6) and Charlie Bullen
(U6), really setting the example and getting the whole Division to
contribute to a superb performance. This set a positive trend for us
in the Divisional Sports competitions which continued all the way
through to the end of the Summer Term, when we were awarded the
overall Sports Cup on Founders’ Day.
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The boys also showed their creative side on many occasions, with
wins in the Divisional ‘Come Dine With Me’ and ‘Pangbourne Does
Bake Off’, as well as a pleasing win in Divisional Drama. All round,
the boys showed that we have many strings to our collective bow as a
house and it was an impressive year in that regard.
The collective performances are of course driven by certain
individuals, and no one had a greater influence in Harbinger this
year than our Chief, Toby Draper (U6). I could not have asked
for a better boy in the role for my first year in charge – he’s been
everywhere, and he’s done everything! He has spent a lot of time
with the boys in the Division and he has commanded respect, not by
being an authoritarian, but by getting to know everyone and treating
them as his equal. Toby epitomises the best of what a Pangbournian
can be and if we could bottle some of his work ethic and his spirit, it
would benefit the whole College.
It would also be remiss of me if I did not pay credit to Dan Atkins
(U6). He has been fantastic this year not only in the house but
with his kayaking, competing at the Junior European and World
Championships and winning gold medals at both. The Division and
the College are incredibly proud of him and we are hoping to see
him on an Olympic podium in the future!
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Our staff have provided us with amazing support, as always.
Stewart McKane as Assistant Housemaster continues to baffle me
with how much work he gets through. He is ever-present in the
house and cares very deeply about all the boys, as well as how we
perform as a Division. He takes it upon himself to contribute and he
brings a brilliant balance. Jenny Jones and Andy Sumner have both
been fantastic in their roles as Visiting Tutors. Not only have they
owned their evenings but they have attended Divisional events and
made significant contributions to them. Mrs Jones is going onto be
Housemistress of St George and, whilst she will missed, we hope
that she will take a few things with her and are sure she will do a
brilliant job.

Harbinger that they want to keep the same. From an ‘achievement’
perspective, we will, as ever, be targeting the major Cups including
Parade and Sports, but the boys have also said their sights on the
Headmaster’s Cup which would be a huge moment. Overall, we aim
to maintain our standards, have the boys give their all to College
life, and keep the community vibe and pride for the Division at the
forefront of everything we do.

Wendy Saddington, our Matron, has now completed 24 years at
Pangbourne and she has been outstanding. She is always happy
to prompt the boys on the standards required, she keeps me and
Stewart on our toes, and she reminds us of what goes into Harbinger
to make us one of the strongest Divisions in the school. Rosa Jurek,
our Housekeeper, goes about her work fantastically and is another
major part of keeping the standards so high in Harbinger.
Inside the Division we are always keen to improve things, and
this year we have made the Gunroom more of a focal point for
socialising. We have bought some new sofas, put in new carpets,
and there is Sky TV, an Xbox, table tennis, pool, table football. We
have made it very homely and the boys are using it a lot and creating
a great atmosphere and that is exactly what we wanted. Elsewhere,
the whole of the top floor corridor has been revamped by being
painted and recarpeted, and our hope is that the bathroom facilities
will be upgraded next year.
Our activities have been boosted by the development of the
boarding programme, which has been very beneficial, but we have
also focused on our own initiatives within the Division. Friday night
football in particular is fantastic and is a great bonding event for the
boys. There was a great addition to the house via a very generous
parent donation, which we used to buy a pizza oven! This has been
brilliant for social evenings; we have had nights with 25 boys all
making their own pizzas which take just a minute to cook, and it is
a wonderful team bonding exercise. We have revamped Muster to
include a Mental Health Tip for the Week, and we have also had
Jenny Jones and Andy Sumner tackle topics such as stigma in the
LGBTQ society and appropriate use of social media.
All of this is clearly done with the intention of sending our boys out
into the world as the best people they can be, and this year’s Upper
Sixth have been a very affable group who have stepped up when they
had to. They have all had roles and they have taken responsibility
for them at different times. That said, the Lower Sixth have been
excellent as well, and we are excited to see them take the reins. They
have shown great promise and certainly in Taking Responsibility, lots
of them really came to the fore. We have boys who really care about
the Division and I am hoping they will leave their legacy.
For the next year, the boys have said it is the atmosphere in
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Hesperus staff and pupils 2018-2019; to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MR TOM CHENEY
HOUSEMASTER OF HESPERUS
THE TOGETHERNESS OF THE HOUSE, THE KINDNESS AND
INTEGRATION SHOWN BETWEEN EACH YEAR GROUP HAS
BEEN EXCELLENT. THAT IS THE LEGACY THAT THE UPPER
SIXTH HAS WORKED TOWARDS AND WILL BE LEAVING
BEHIND, WHICH IS A REAL ACHIEVEMENT FOR THEM.
We welcomed an extremely diverse Form 3 into Hesperus this year,
containing boys from France, Spain, Japan, China and the Ukraine.
This was great to see and the fact that we gelled together so well, so
quickly, is a real testament to the attitude of the boys we have and to
the atmosphere that they help to create.
Our performances in the Divisional competitions illustrated the
togetherness we have as a Division perfectly. The ‘Come Dine With
Me’ evening was a big high for the house and that was completely
student-led as the boys took on the centrepiece of the evening, with
the main course, and responded in great fashion. Divisional Music
and Divisional Drama brought the best out in them again and despite
losing out on the Drama title on a technicality (… we didn’t read
the rules!), the boys produced a brilliant piece of comedy that went
down very well. Our performances in Divisional Sports competitions
saw wholehearted efforts and it was a shame to lose out on Div Ergo
having won it for nine years in a row, but it was not by much of a
margin and we will be back fighting strong to regain it next year.
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There were some outstanding individual achievements from our boys
this year across a broad spectrum. Laurence Livesey (Form 5) and
Harvey Day (Form 5) had their artwork put on display, and Laurence
also performed fantastically in his GCSEs with eight GCSEs at
grade 8 or above, including five grade 9s. Staying with the academic
achievements, we were incredibly proud of Chulin Zhang (U6), who
takes his place at Oxford University in October and was a real example
in his studies to the whole Division. There was plenty of individual
success in sports as well, with Oliver Andrews-Hirons (L6) enjoying
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an excellent rugby season in the 1st XV, as well as playing for Reading
Rams, and Ed Nash (L6) who played 1st XI cricket and competed in
several triathlons outside of school.
Our Chief, Sam Holloway (U6), has been at the forefront of the
Division for a number of years. He is charismatic, likeable and does
everything with the right attitude. He is neither too serious nor too lax,
and has a good balance which has brought the whole house on board
with this approach. His presence will certainly be missed.
In terms of staff in the Division, first and foremost we must thank our
Matron, Gail Webb, who has been here for 25 years. She is the house
rock – she is everything to everyone, and she keeps me sane! Jack
Oprakow our Housekeeper is also excellent, doing a great job in the
Division and getting on really well with the boys. On the Tutor side of
things, we have welcomed Rafal Zawistowski (or ‘Mr Z’ to the boys)
and Mike Salmon who have both been very good for the Division.
Matthew Eagers has settled well into his role as Assistant Housemaster
having had the big shoes of Dan Paynter to fill, but he has done it
admirably. He has always got the boys giving him a game of Fifa or
challenging him to a game of pool – Mr Eagers is quite competitive, so
he has been thriving on those matches!
On the subject of games, we have reintroduced board games in the
Gunroom in the form of chess, Battleships and Guess Who, which
has really helped enrich the boys’ down time. Instead of fighting to
get onto a sofa and sit on their phones, the boys are now fighting over
who gets to use the chessboard! We will be adding a chess leader
board next year and a ‘chess challenge’, as it is really nice to see them
engage with the games and take themselves away from their devices.
Following on from ‘Bake Off’ and ‘Come Dine With Me’, a lot of boys
have really bought into Friday night snacks where we cook our own
stuff. Frankie, my wife, has been giving them some guidance in terms
of the cooking and it really brings everyone together, adding to the
positive atmosphere.
Whilst it is a shame to see the Upper Sixth leave, equally you feel a
sense of achievement because they are leaving as nice, well-rounded
individuals. They have cared about the Division but the time comes
to move on and if I have succeeded in my role as Housemaster, they
will look back with fondness but also knowing they have the skills to
go out and achieve their potential. They leave a legacy of work ethic
and friendliness with the Lower Sixth as another very good group take
over. They are very close-knit and they will work really well together as
a unit, so we are looking forward to that.
The main goal of the house is always happiness and to create a settled,
comfortable environment. Achieving that helps them thrive both
academically and in a co-curricular sense. Of course, we would love to
retain titles like Come Dine With Me, and we want to get the Div Ergo
title back, but keeping Hesperus a happy home for the boys is
the priority.
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Illawarra staff and pupils 2018-2019; to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MRS AMANDA BOWDEN
HOUSEMISTRESS OF ILLAWARRA
ALTHOUGH I DID NOT JOIN THE COLLEGE UNTIL JANUARY, I
WAS QUICKLY INTO THE SWING OF PANGBOURNE LIFE AND
THRILLED TO BE HOUSEMISTRESS TO SUCH A WONDERFUL
GROUP OF GIRLS.
One of the first major events I experienced in the Division and a
longstanding Illawarra initiative was Flowers for Friends. Our Chief,
Matilda Kite, was fantastic throughout the whole process and the
girls were very passionate about the cause; all of them contributed
towards a really good feeling in the house. It was also pleasing to see
the initiative spread between all year groups rather than being mainly
driven by the Upper Sixth, which was indicative of the Division’s
attitude throughout the year.
The collaboration between the girls from Form 3 to Upper Sixth
was excellent. We shifted things slightly in a physical sense, in that
all the corridors in the house became mixed-year – a new initiative
for Illawarra allowing older pupils to mentor younger, and good
relationships across the year groups. The benefits have shown,
particularly in competitions like Divisional Drama where all the girls
worked superbly together.
The 100% race was another event which brought the Division together
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with a great effort by everyone. We had t-shirts which all the girls
personalised in their own inimitable ways and the general camaraderie
was incredibly pleasing. Similarly, the boarding activities such as
‘Pangbourne Does Bake Off’ and ‘Divisional Come Dine With Me’
illustrated Illawarrior spirit again and we were particularly pleased with
our sponge cake ship and kangaroo cupcakes entered into the Bake
Off, although it was a shame not to take the Star Baker title.
Every Division has really benefited this year from the significant
boosting of the boarding programme in terms of evening and weekend
activities, with a host of interesting and fun trips and events with
great variety. In-house, Emily Wilks has done a terrific job with our
Friday night activities, coming up with all sorts of ridiculous games
and quizzes that are very good fun. I have been very happy to see
the success of bringing in-house nights into my own home as well,
whereby we welcome all year groups to the Bowden family flat! It
has been a new initiative this year and the girls have really taken to it,
enjoying making pancakes or playing games together.
We were extremely proud to have Millie Metcalfe (U6) this year as Chief
Cadet Captain of the College, and she had a superb year. Not only did
she carry out her ‘Head Girl’ duties flawlessly, she excelled in her studies
at A Level, too. Our Chief, Matilda Kite (U6), was equally important
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to the Division and as mentioned, was particularly influential during
Flowers for Friends. She managed her own studies and responsibilities
well and delegated to her Deputy and other key figures effectively, and
we were all grateful for her contribution this year.
I cannot thank the staff in the Division enough during what has
been a relentlessly busy start to my time as Housemistress. Pip
Sanders as Assistant Housemistress had the huge responsibility of
assisting the transition between Mrs Nicky John and I, and she was
instrumental in keeping the house calm and on track throughout
what is a very significant change. Our Matron, Dawn Grehan, is
always there for the girls when they need her, and Katrina Oprakow,
our Housekeeper, does a wonderful job. We are also grateful to our
Tutors, with Emily Wilks contributing a lot to life in the house with
Friday activities, and Becca Rayner, who we are sad to see leaving the
College at the end of the year but we wish her well as she heads off
to teach in Kenya! Huge thanks to everyone, they all made significant
contributions that keep the Division running smoothly.
The outgoing Upper Sixth deserve our appreciation as well. Despite
having to deal with the complex transition of Housemistress,
particularly as Mrs John had been at the helm in Illawarra for the
duration of their time at Panbgourne, they had an exemplary year.
We did build our relationship but of course with the Upper Sixth,
you feel that they should be ready to leave, and this cohort were
– we were all very proud of them. They hand over to a strong year
group below them who have gelled together well this year and work
very proactively. There are some big personalities who will learn to
work together well as a team.
Our three words within Illawarra are ‘courtesy’, ‘honesty’ and
‘loyalty’. As a Division, we want to try and implement those and
continue to bring together the whole house, with a number of
academic and sporting goals to strive for.
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Macquarie staff and pupils 2018-2019; to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MR DAVID METCALFE
HOUSEMASTER OF MACQUARIE
WE HAVE SEEN SOME REAL ACTS OF KINDNESS FROM OUR
BOYS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, PARTICULARLY FROM THE
MORE SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE DIVISION IN WELCOMING
AND INTEGRATING A LARGE NEW FORM 3 GROUP.
As ever, we had a number of highlights throughout the year in the form
of various Divisional competitions. Divisional Music is a great spectacle
and although the boys were gutted to just be pipped to the title, our
performance of the classic ‘Hooked on a Feeling’ by Blue Swede was
fantastic, and it was pleasing to win the Instrumental Cup when we
teamed up with St George as the performance of Dick Dale’s ‘Miserlou’
really showcased a great level of talent in the Division.
Following this, we managed to retain our ‘Pangbourne’s Got Talent’
crown which was thanks to a superb performance from Nathan Mangan
and Barney Brown (both U6). The duo gave a rousing rendition of ‘A
Million Dreams’ from The Greatest Showman which more than lived
up to the performance which won us the inaugural event last year, and
there is certainly hope that we will make it three in a row at the next
event. There was great enthusiasm shown for other recently introduced
boarding competitions as well, in the form of ‘Pangbourne Does Bake
Off’ and ‘Divisional Come Dine With Me’. We took on the tricky fish
course for CDWM and the boys created a great atmosphere and some
excellent food for our section of the evening.
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Our Chief, Peter Hyde (U6), was right at the forefront for all the major
events and led the Division very well. He works extremely hard and has
brought an element of kindness to the leadership of the Division, whilst
also managing his own ambitions well – he has excelled in his rugby,
captaining the 1st XV at the College, playing for his club Newbury,
and getting selected for South West England Counties. Despite the
commitments to his rugby he has always had the Division’s interests and
goals in mind too, and has been well supported by his peers.
There have been a number of other individuals who performed well
across a variety of disciplines. Academically, Cody Zhang (U6) was
outstanding and worked incredibly hard in his A Levels, ultimately
achieving AAAB in Business, History, Chinese and Physics. Rowan
Shields (U6) struck an impressive balance throughout his time this year
and this was especially evident in Upper Sixth, where he was captain of
the 2nd XV, achieved ABC in his A Levels, whilst being Choir Captain
and one of the College’s outstanding musicians. We also had the captain
of the 1st XI cricket team among our ranks, Elliot Teague (U6), who led
well and capped his year with a maiden hundred.
This year, we say goodbye to the hugely influential Roger Cheeseman,
who has been at the College for 35 years and has played a major role
in Macquarie life for much of that time. It is sad to lose him, but we are
fortunate that throughout the rest of the house we have had very few
changes which gives us real consistency. Ben McLeod has been superb
in his role as Visiting Tutor, and Assistant Housemaster, Ryan Cruwys,
plays an important part in the Division. Our Matron, Helen Pilkington,
and Gosia Zawadzka, our Housekeeper, both do exactly what the boys
need every day, and they do it brilliantly.
The Division itself has seen some significant improvements to facilities,
with the Gunroom, Galley and the ablutions block all being refurbished
or renovated. These have been really beneficial changes for us and they
all contribute to the atmosphere in the house and the general make-up
of the Division.
A significant part of Macquarie life is understanding that there is a time
for work and a time for play, and within that we try to make sure that
everyone in the Division is contributing to at least one area of College
life. Whether this is in a sporting context, Duke of Edinburgh, CCF,
or creatively in Music and Drama, we want to push the boys to play
a part in College life and enjoy the opportunities that are afforded to
Pangbournians should they take them.
The departing Upper Sixth are a group that have taken on this mantra
well, displaying well-rounded capabilities. They have taken on
responsibilities well and we are confident that they are a group that is
very much ready to take the next step. Similarly, the Lower Sixth are
ready for their next challenge as they prepare to lead us next year – they
are small, but perfectly formed as a year group. There are plenty of
different characters but are a very cohesive unit and we anticipate them
doing a great job.
Next year we will aim to continue to push the academic standards and
ensure that the boarding programme matches up to the changes in the
shape of the week and the new timetable. More importantly though, a
happy and healthy Division is the aim for all of us.
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Port Jackson staff and pupils 2018-2019; to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MR STEVE THOMPSON
HOUSEMASTER OF PORT JACKSON
WE ARE A VERY CLOSE-KNIT DIVISION IN PORT JACKSON
WHICH LENDS ITSELF PERFECTLY TO COMPETITIONS LIKE
DIVISIONAL MUSIC, DRAMA AND SPORTS EVENTS.
We have progressed since last year, both as a Division and as individual
boys. We really try to apply the ‘PJ Gentleman Rules’. There was a
brotherly atmosphere within the Division this year which was very
encouraging and satisfying to see.
The boarding activities have been taken to brilliantly and there is a
vibrant programme here. ‘Pangbourne Does Bake Off’ is a wonderful
addition and ‘Pangbourne Come Dine With Me’ has really been
welcomed by all the boys, with everyone chipping in. I think that the
inter-Divisional events really do play to their strengths in terms of the
competitiveness, but they are also testing and utilising skills that would
not necessarily always be in focus at school. With more activities on the
way next year it will be nice to see the boys fully immerse themselves in
everything the College has to offer.
We are fortunate as a Division in that we are very diverse and have a real
range of talents, which is a pleasure to see over the course of a year as
Housemaster. At May Revels we had boys contributing musically, like
Bastien Hamilton (L6) with his excellent piano playing, but also others
who contribute in a ‘behind the scenes’ capacity with direction and
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production. We had Liam Turnbull (Form 4) develop leaps and bounds
as a cricketer, playing in the 1st XI and making 150* for Hampshire
Under-15s – for a boy his age to bat that long and show that level of
concentration is massively impressive, and he continued in the same
vein for the College with several strong showings. We also had Ed Lee
(Form 5) stand up on his own at ‘Pangbourne’s Got Talent’ and perform
a comedy sketch of his own creation, which went down a treat with the
audience. It is this range of qualities across all the year groups that are so
pleasing to see.
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The Division has been led well right from the top. Angus Hearnden
(U6) is, physically and mentally, an imposing and powerful figure! He
has been brilliant. He is a bit of a dark horse in a way, but I knew he had
it in him. He has communicated well with me and with the boys in the
Division, he has gained respect and has really wanted to drive on things
like Cups and Parades. He has also pushed inclusivity between the
younger and older years which has led to a nice cohesion in events like
Divisional Sport. He has laid excellent foundations which I hope will be
built upon next year.
Kate Klymow has done a fantastic job as Assistant Housemistress. She
has settled in really well and being around 53 boys is certainly a very
different challenge, but she has been great for me in my first year as
Housemaster too. Gill, our Matron, as ever, is one of the most important
cogs of the house, things simply would not work without her. Cassia, our
Housekeeper, commands huge respect from all the boys and from me
for the work she does. The tutor team has made a major contribution
too, with each individual playing a huge part. It is a shame that we are
losing Mark Woodcock because he was much-loved by the boys but we
all wish him well.
When I first started working with this year’s leavers, they were in Form
4, so to see them develop through the years and see them grow into a
group of impressive young men has made me very proud. We wish all
the leavers the very best for the next stage and welcome in this year’s
Lower Sixth. They are a strong group and it will be difficult to pick out
the leaders because there are a number of candidates, and I am really
looking forward to working with them.
Our juniors won a clean sweep of the sports competitions, so we are
looking to build on that momentum over the course of the next year.
Academically, I want us to continue to strive for better as a house. We
were top of the boys for the Headmaster’s Cup, but next year I would
like to be top across the whole school – we have the personnel and that
is the area I want to push further.

Caption
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St George staff and pupils 2018-19: to order copies of this photo please see page 34.

MISS LUCY HAMBLIN-ROOKE
HOUSEMISTRESS OF ST GEORGE
THIS YEAR HAS BEEN AN EMOTIONAL BUT THOROUGHLY
ENJOYABLE YEAR IN ST GEORGE, AS IT HAS BEEN MY LAST
AS HOUSEMISTRESS. THE HAPPINESS, THE OUTGOING
NATURE, AND THE SPIRIT WE HAVE HAD THIS YEAR IS
CHARACTERISTIC OF MY WHOLE TIME IN THE DIVISION.
Our goals as a house were not radically different to previous years as
I have always felt if something is working well, which we have been,
there is not a great deal of need for change. A main aim for us every
year is to maintain a safe, caring, and happy environment. On top of
this, we have the ever-present desire to perform within the Divisional
competitions, and the Headmaster’s Cup.
We retained the Headmaster’s Cup which was pleasing as that made
it three years in a row, and it gives a good indication of our approach
as a house, showing we are hard-working, organised, and we know
our roles and responsibilities. I am particularly chuffed with a few
individuals who contributed a great deal on the academic side of
things with this, such as Rosie Hart (Form 4), Katherine Harper (Form
4), Fleuve Williams (Form 3) and Molly Jourdain (Form 3), who
ensured that we were top of the merit lists. We added the Divisional
Music title for the second year in a row which was a nice bonus too,
and the girls did brilliantly in their performance on the night of ‘This
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is Me’ from The Greatest Showman. The whole event was a great
spectacle again and one the girls really thrive in.
Our sportswomen were excellent again and we had a few real
standout pupils who led the way. Alice Moody (Form 4) is continuing
on a path to full international honours for England Korfball, having
developed through several age groups. She is now playing for England
U17s and has been picked as part of the training squad at U19 level.
Imogen Abbott-Fenn (L6) was unbeaten in her tennis season and

BOARDING LIFE - ST GEORGE

she was also named Girls’ Tennis Captain in the Lower Sixth which is
a rare feat and an achievement she should be proud of. We also saw
Elise Szala (Form 5) win Players Player of the Year for Hockey having
performed extremely well throughout.
Our Chief, Bethan Smith (U6), led brilliantly from day one to
Founders’ Day - she was really enthusiastic and keen to get involved
in all aspects of the Division. Her pinnacle would probably have been
Divisional Music as she is an extremely talented musician and worked
hard to get all the girls involved and singing brilliantly. Throughout the
year she brought plenty of new ideas to the table and led us very well.
She was in charge of a small Upper Sixth year but one in which every
individual contributed and led with their own strengths. The New
Entry COs and Deputies were always behind the scenes making sure
the girls were okay and overall they were a very cohesive year group.
We have, as always, been backed up by a great staff team. They
have been so strong, very reliable and have provided a wealth of
experience, from Tutors in each year group to Visiting Tutors, to
Matron, to Assistant Housemistress, to Housekeeper. Everyone in
the Division has been excellent. We also had two 60th birthdays (I
am sure they won’t mind me saying!) for Sue and Sheila, my Matron
and Housekeeper, and we managed to throw them a surprise birthday
party which was great fun.

afterwards - as it was a weeknight, we could not be loud in the
evening, so I decided to hire a silent disco! Seeing all the girls and
their parents, with their headphones on, partying in St George was
absolutely amazing. It was a real favourite moment of mine from my
three years in charge and one that will stay with me.
The Upper Sixth leaving has some similarities with my own departure
from Pangbourne in as much as it is a close of chapter, they are moving
onto something and starting a new one, which is really exciting. The
Lower Sixth are a strong group and I have finally been able to get the
Chief of College in my house, with Jenny Crossley (L6) taking on the
role for 2019-20! The whole year group has picked up a number of
roles in the wider College which is wonderful to see and shows how
talented and committed our girls are. I’m really excited for them as to
what lies ahead as they will bring a lot of energy and enthusiasm to the
house, and I know that Mrs Jenny Jones will pick that up and run with it
as she takes over.

Everyone plays a significant role in enriching the girls’ time in the
house and we have seen loads of awesome activities in the house
throughout the year. We always ask the girls what they want to do on
Friday nights because that is the ‘big’ evening in St George and this
year we have had all sorts, including talent shows, eating challenges,
‘Shakeaway’ nights and bunting making. On the academic side of
things, I pride myself on making sure the girls are looking after their
own timetables and how efficient they are being. Their management
of this is helped in the house with work stations of an evening and
upstairs being a quiet area, whilst the girls have had a really good
library ethic in exam period.
Towards the end of the year we had the traditional Divisional Dinner
which welcomed all the Upper Sixth leavers and their parents. The
dinner itself was lovely but one of the highlights for the year came
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CHAPEL
Year Review by
College Chaplain
Reverend Neil Jeffers

A new venture this year has been the launch
of ABC (Ask questions, look at the Bible,
eat Cake!), a Christian discussion and Bible
study group for Forms 3 to Upper Sixth on
Friday afternoons. It has been lovely to see a
good number of students from all year groups
attending, with thoughtful questions sparking
lively discussions. Alongside ABC, Explore
has continued to run for Dunbar in the same
time slot, with about half the Division popping
along at different points in the year.
The year began with a very different preacher
in the first College Sunday of the year. Mr
Rico Tice is a world-renowned speaker and
certainly got the congregation’s attention by
throwing a rugby ball around a full chapel. No
one was injured, but we sat up and listened!
Falklands veteran, Commodore Adrian Nance
OBE spoke for a moving Remembrance
Sunday service, with the College Choir, under
Miss Ellie Calver, on excellent form.
The College hosted Moulsford, St Andrew’s
and Elstree prep schools’ carol services in a
busy week at the end of the Michaelmas Term.
The Chapel is greatly valued by prep schools
as a venue, both for the building itself and its
significance to the nation and the area. It is
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a valuable way to build links with many prep
schools and, this year, I have also preached
in Chapel at St Andrew’s, Sandroyd and
Lambrook prep schools.
2019 has had an RAF flavour to it. The
Deputy Chaplain-in-Chief, Giles Legood,
spoke at College Sunday in March and his
boss, Chaplain-in-Chief, the Venerable
Air Vice-Marshal John Ellis spoke for the
Falklands Service in June. He was joined by
the RAF band for what turned out to be a
bigger-than-normal service. The influx of a
large group from HMS Fearless meant the
congregation spilled over into the Nancye
Harding Recital Hall. The College students
provided outstanding service over lunch to,
among others, the First Sea Lord. Veterans
and families are so grateful for the students
and staff who serve them each year and are
rejuvenated by chatting to so many young
people. The Falklands Service always sees
Pangbourne at its best. The selflessness and
industry of pupils who serve, combined with
the opportunity to be at the heart of a major
national event, makes for a special day.
For our Lent Reflections this year, we departed
from the normal pattern of a major speaker in
Chapel and instead held an informal session
in each Division. Hugh Bartlett (OP 20052012) was Chief of PJ in his final year and
a stalwart of the 1st XV. He freely admitted
he had no interest in faith during his time at
the College and did all he could to get out
of Chapel! However, during university he
became a Christian and ended up working
for a Christian activity holiday charity before
moving into finance. He spoke to each boys’
Division about what had changed in his life and
answered questions from the boys. Meanwhile
Anastasia Posner, a medical student and GB
international rower, spoke to Illawarra and St
George about living as a committed Christian in
the high-pressure, competitive environments of
medicine and international sport.
The final major event of the year was the
Confirmation Service in the Summer Term. Six
students were confirmed by Henry Scriven,
a recently retired bishop living in Abingdon.
Bishop Scriven was fascinated by the Chapel,
especially as he had been leading a Spanishspeaking church in Argentina in 1982 when the
Falklands were invaded and he and his family
had to flee the country overnight.

CHARITY
Year Review by
Charities Coordinator
Mr Ben McLeod

In my first year as Charities Coordinator for
Pangbourne, it was thoroughly enjoyable
seeing engagement across the community
with a number of initiatives. It was also a
productive year in terms of assessing our
current activities and outlining our future
plans to maximise the charitable work we do
as a school.
We have again raised impressive amounts
through our traditional, whole College
fundraising initiatives which include Chapel
collections and non-uniform days. Our
collections this year in the Chapel raised
£5,870, which was split between several
charities chosen by Divisions, whilst the
Remembrance Sunday collection raised
more than £2,300 for The Royal British
Legion. All non-uniform days throughout
the year raised nearly £1,500 with the
funds again being split across a number of
charities, whilst the Christmas Jumper Day is
designated solely to Save the Children.
It has been heartening in recent years that
each Division has developed an affinity with
some form of charitable activity. Illawarra
have led the way with their ‘Flowers for
Friends’ initiative, which is now longstanding and something that galvanizes
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the whole house. Megan Myhill (Lower
Sixth, Illawarra) provided this year’s designs
and, as ever, Pangbourne florist Ruby &
Grace generously supplied the carnations.
The amount raised totalled nearly £1,000
and the recipients were split between Air
Ambulance and Action Against Cancer.
The boys in Port Jackson are the driving
force behind a separate and significantly
contrasting event, as in December they again
‘braved the shave’ to fundraise for OddBalls
Foundation. Six PJ pupils and two each from
Harbinger and Hesperus all shaved their
heads, along with Assistant Housemaster
of Macquarie Mr Ryan Cruwys, and were
sponsored to the tune of over £2,000. The
charity of choice, OddBalls, raises awareness
for testicular cancer.

of activities including a variety of sports.
As part of our partnership, we hosted an
orienteering day in February, welcoming
nearly 40 pupils from four schools: Whitley
Park, Geoffrey Field Infant School, Christ the
King Primary School and New Christ Church
Primary School. RSM Colin Hearn led the
event and our Form 4 assisted each of the
schools’ teams in a thoroughly successful
day. This partnership continues to grow, with
more events planned over the next year.

For the next year, we have put in place
a number of changes to the charities
programme which we hope will engage
the whole community with our work and
encourage pupils to become more involved.
We will aim to establish a Charity Committee
who will meet regularly, and will hear the
thoughts of each Division. We will also
have a designated Charity CC role. We look
forward to informing you of our increased
activities next year!

Macquarie continued to push the Christmas
collection for the Reading food bank,
ReadiFood, which again had a great response
from the whole community with hundreds
of donations including tinned food, biscuits,
instant coffee, long life milk, shower gel,
shampoo and many more.
Hesperus Housemaster Mr Tom Cheney
organises the College’s annual Classic Car
Show, and the £5 parking charge for the
event goes to a designated charity which
was Footsteps Foundation this year - a
charity specialises in the rehabilitation of
children and young adults with cerebral
palsy and other genetic disorders. Over
£3,500 was raised in total during the 2019
Classic Car Show.

The Sixth Form boys and Mr Cruwys before they ‘braved the shave’ for OddBalls

The Dunbar Family Quiz is an ever-popular
event and through the sale of tickets and
cheese boards and on the evening, nearly
£500 was raised for Dunbar’s chosen
charity. We also had a fantastic contribution
from staff towards the MacMillan Coffee
Morning, organised by Miss Harriet Waller,
that contributed over £150 and a host of
incredible baking!
Our charitable work extended beyond
fundraising to other partnerships this year,
in particular our increased work with the
Whitley Excellence Cluster (WEC). WEC is
comprised of 10 South Reading schools and,
with the support of the charity Aspire2, it
helps to engage over 4,000 pupils in a range

…and after!
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CCF
Year Review by
Contingent Commander
Major Colin Hearn

We have continued to be consistent with our
CCF programme this year as the offering has
worked well for a number of years. It remains
an enjoyable opportunity for the pupils to get
themselves out of the classroom and the skills
we develop contribute well to other areas of
school life.
Although we have kept the programme
generally in line with previous years, we
started Michaelmas Term with a new
innovation: a five-week recruitment training
package for our Form 4 pupils. We decided

50

Colours 2019 | pangbourne.com

to give everyone the opportunity to try all
facets of the CCF programme section-bysection, moving from the Navy, to Marines,
to Cadets. In week four they all did some
more generic exercises, then in the final
week we went on a field day. After that, each
pupil chose which section they wanted to be
in. This worked very well as a ‘trial year’, so
we will be continuing the initiative as it gives
a good insight into each section and what
it entails.
Once the pupils are settled into their
sections, we supplement the regular CCF
activities with a number of trips throughout
the year which are always keenly anticipated.
In October, we took groups to Bramley
Training Area and they tried clay pigeon
shooting, went on the climbing tower, did
some archery and had some basic weapons
training. At the same time, Naval section
went to Portsmouth to do sailing. Our Form 5
Royal Marines had their traditional excursion
to Longmoor Military Camp in Hampshire
to test out their shooting skills, which is a
challenge they always look forward to!

In March, we had a survival company called
Footsteps of Discovery come to the College
and they put on an excellent day for all pupils
involved in the CCF. It was a ‘survival’ day,
testing out all sorts of skills including fire
making and target practice.
Then, in May, we split off into each section
again as the Royal Marines go to Bramley
for field craft, blank firing, and various other
exercises. The Army section do adventure
training on ropes courses and several
different exercises down at Burghfield Lake,
and the Navy head off sailing again but this
time down in Cowes.
We had an outstanding group this year for
the annual Sir Steaurt Pringle Trophy and
produced one of the College’s best results in in
the competition in nearly a decade. The team
of Louis Winter (U6, Hesperus), Nick White
(U6, Hesperus), Cameron Branney (U6,
Macquarie), Tom Wright (L6, Port Jackson),
Ali Harris (L6, Harbinger), twins Freddie and
Robert Siebert (L6, Macquarie), Westley
Castelain (Form 5, Harbinger) and Daniel
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McMeekin (Form 5, Hesperus) all performed
superbly over the weekend. The College won
the Drill section and came third overall against
some formidable competition. Deserved
congratulations go to all members of the team.

out of their comfort zone and allow them to
express a different side of themselves. There
are some children who may struggle to a
degree in the classroom and the CCF really
allows them to come into their own, which is
always a great thing to see.

Across the whole programme, we continue
to pride ourselves on helping pupils move

PPA
Pangbourne Parents’
Association Review by
PPA Chair Mrs Kirsten Coltart

The Pangbourne Parents’ Association
continues as a parent-led volunteer group,
supported by the College. It has dual aims:
to provide fun and sociable events which help
bring the College community together, and
to use the funds raised from those events to
support projects within the College and an
external charity.

UPPER SIXTH FORM
WINE SOCIETY
Year Review by
College Chaplain
Reverend Neil Jeffers

The Wine Society continues to be a popular
activity with the Upper Sixth. Once a month
on a Tuesday evening after prep, anywhere
between 10 and 25 students gather for some
strong cheese and good-quality wine.
Guest presenters or staff (Messrs Jeffers, Pike
and McLeod) lead through a theme to the
evening, this year including whites, reds, Old
World, New World, Spanish, Italian, lesser-

known grapes etc. The emphasis is on enjoying
and appreciating wine alongside food in a
sensible manner.
The final evening of the year is always
a sparkling one. POP (Parent of Old
Pangbournians) Roy Campbell very generously
flew in from Gibraltar to treat us to Prosecco,
sparkling English rosé and two top-quality
Champagnes.

For the last few years, our external charity
has been Young People and Children First
(YPACF), a Thatcham-based organisation
which provides a home, life skills training and
preparation for adult life to young people who
have spent most of their childhoods in foster
care. This year, we were delighted to be able to
support YPACF twice, through the provision
of a donation of £2,000, and through giving
Christmas stockings and gifts to each of the
young adults living there.
Closer to home, the PPA funds projects for
College departments, Divisions and clubs
which go beyond the normal budget. In the
last year, we were able to help improve the
sound and lighting systems for Drama, provide
additional equipment to the Art Department,
provide support to the Health Centre in the
establishment of their wellbeing room, and
give a generous grant to the boarding activities
programme for equipment, games and
materials.
The work of the PPA cannot be done without
the help and support of so many parents.
We are thankful to those who give their time
to serve on the committee, who help as
volunteers at events, who donate prizes for the
annual Christmas Market raffle and tombola,
and for those who attend PPA events.
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The Silver Expedition braving The Black Mountains in the Brecon Beacons

Participation in the Duke of Edinburgh
programme at Pangbourne is consistently
high, and we had another successful year
across the board.

All Form 3 pupils complete the Bronze
Award, and one of their most memorable
activities is the trip they take to Llangorse
Training Centre in the Brecon Beacons,
South Wales. The Llangorse week is
focused on practice and preparation before
the assessed expedition which takes place
in West Berkshire, nearer to the College. It
is always a great way for a new year group
to gel together and activities include a
16km walk with a full bag, climbing, camp
craft, ropes courses and various other
team building exercises. They always
come back as a stronger year group and it
brings together everything the pupils do in
enrichment sessions prior to the trip.

We have got a very good standard of teams
here at the College at Bronze, Silver and
Gold levels, and much of that comes from
how our pupils work together. Through the
range of other co-curricular and boarding
activities we have at the school, a culture of
teamwork is fostered and this helps pupils
to thrive at DofE.

The assessed expedition entails the group
spending two days and one night in the
local countryside implementing all the skills
they have learned throughout the year. This
year we did not quite have the blazing 30
degree temperatures of the 2018 trip, but
the group still had to show a high level of
resilience and they all performed well to
achieve their Bronzes.

DofE
Year Review by
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Coordinator
Mr Andy Crossley
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Our Silver Award groups also head to
the Brecon Beacons for their practice
trip, venturing into the Black Mountains
alongside their Gold Award counterparts.
We take these groups there in the Easter
holidays and continue to build their skills
for their respective assessments.
For the Silvers, this assessment comes
in the final week of term in the Lake
District. Our Gold group have also always
completed their assessed expedition in
the Lake District, over the course of a six
day trip. We had a new innovation this
year where some of the students took
their expedition in kayaks. All the students
involved in this form of assessment had to
take part in a training weekend at Poole
Harbour before practicing on the Thames
from Oxford to Wallingford, building up to
the real thing on the River Wye.
The trips we take are obviously a significant
focus across the whole DofE programme,
but there are other aspects which are
equally important and beneficial for our
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pupils. We have volunteering in various
forms at all levels. From working in the
woodlands, to helping in the College small
holding, to supervising Dunbar prep, to
Peer Mentoring. There are many different
volunteering options and, because these
are often engrained in school life, the
pupils do not always even realise they are
completing their DofE requirements. Given
the constraints of our timetable here and
a busy schedule, external volunteering is
occasionally difficult and we are fortunate
here to have so many internal initiatives
which can fulfil this element.
We always aim to maintain or increase our
numbers whilst keeping the programme
at the same level. This is a goal for next
year and will be particularly important
given the size of the Form 3 contingent
we have coming into the Senior school,
with 100 pupils in the year group. It will
be an exciting time to get a group that
size through their Bronze level and we are
looking forward to it.
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SPORT
Year Review by
Director of Sport
Mr Chris Sandbach

This year my focus has been to instil the mantra
‘Ten Things that Require Zero Talent’ for
our approach to sport at the College. These
included wanting pupils who turn up on time,
have the right work ethic, have positive body
language, be coachable and be prepared to do
a little bit extra to help the team. This helped
form the criteria for how our sportsmen and
women were judged throughout the year,
including the awarding of Colours.
As a school, we are not the biggest and we
do not have unlimited money or resources,
but what I have seen this year is ability, heart,
passion and a sense that Team Pangbourne
is behind us. This is never more evident than
in our Divisional competitions where the
togetherness, enjoyment and camaraderie
was clear to see across the whole school. In
Michaelmas Term, we saw Divisional Rugby,
Girls’ Hockey and Rowing all contested at a
high standard, showing great team work ethic
and sportsmanship.
In the Michaelmas Term, we had some
particularly positive rugby results, which
culminated in the 1st XV and the U14As
progressing to County Cup Finals, played at
Maidenhead RFC on the same day. The Team
Pangbourne ethos was shown beforehand, in a
lovely moment when the 1st XV boys clapped
their junior counterparts onto the bus before
the journey. This epitomised the attitude we
aim to instil across all sports in the College.
Congratulations to our 1st XV for winning the
trophy. Next season we will enter the 2nd XV
into this competition.
The diversity of sport here at Pangbourne is
hugely important, providing opportunities
to suit every pupil. This shines through in
the Lent Term, when we have netball, boys’
hockey, rowing, rugby 7s, equestrian and
basketball all running concurrently, with
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fixtures, competitions and events at every
turn. Next year I will be looking to add dance
into the sporting programme as well.
Hockey for both the boys and girls, plus
Netball for the girls in Lent Term were all
punctuated by some outstanding results but
as much as anything it is the participation and
enthusiasm which has been satisfying to see
as a department. We were thrilled once again
with the success of our Prep Schools’ Hockey
Tournament, which brings over 240 girls from
more than 20 schools to Pangbourne where
they enjoy a competitive and entertaining day
with some top quality hockey. For our own
teams across all age groups, there were over
200 hockey fixtures played across the first two
terms and netball’s more varied programme,
which included yoga and sports psychology
sessions, has reaped rewards.
As we moved into the Summer Term there
were plenty more positive results across the
school but a number of heartening moments
to go alongside. The way our 1st XI cricketers
conducted themselves throughout the season,
adhering to the unique aspect of the sport
whereby you play by the laws of the game
but also within the spirit of the game, set
the example for all our squads and was the
foundation for a real enjoyment for each game.
The positive spirit was mirrored elsewhere
with the politeness, energy and work ethic of
the senior girls’ tennis throughout the term,
even following losses in some extremely close
and competitive matches. In the junior girls’
tennis we had similar encouragement in our
match against Rendcomb College, in which
every Dunbar girl represented the College.
Our rowers and riders again produced some
superb results. From a riding perspective many
individuals have flourished. A number of
younger pupils have performed well in various
competitions and qualifiers and Emily Collings
(Form 5, St George) continues to thrive in
British Dressage riding at National Level. Daisy
Brader (U6, St George) has led the team well
and been a good role model for the younger
pupils and Megan Norgate (U6, St George)
has shown great resilience when representing
Pangbourne at National Level.
Our 1st VIII rowers performed admirably at
Henley Royal Regatta but were unfortunate

to be drawn against Eton in the first round,
the eventual winners. They again achieved a
bronze medal at National Schools Regatta and
showed great determination at every event this
year. The Senior Girls’ squad has progressed
well throughout the year, whilst lower down
in the school the J14s and J15s, both boys and
girls, are showing huge potential and there
are many individuals in these two year groups
who have shown great technical talent and the
future is certainly bright.
Highlights for the year are not necessarily
results driven, as once we develop a culture
and implement high standards across the
school, results will take care of themselves.
As we look to instil this culture we benefit
from many students who have progressed by
playing sport to a high level outside of College,
which this year have included: Alice Moody
(Form 4, St George) representing England
at Korfball at age group level, Dan Atkins
(U6, Harbinger) taking World and European
gold medals in Kayaking, Josie Symons (Form
5, Illawarra) continuing to impress on the
International Showjumping circuit, Peter
Hyde (U6, Macquarie) representing South
West England at Rugby, and Liam Turnbull
(Form 4, Port Jackson) not only representing
Hampshire’s U15 cricketers, but making 150
in one of his games. Moreover we have Fleuve
Williams (Form 3, St George) competing at
a high level playing water polo and Charlotte
Richards (Form 4, St George) continues to
go from strength to strength in her netball.
All superb achievements which help us drive
the standards of sport at Pangbourne - and
apologies to anyone I have missed off. We
regularly tweet and share any outstanding
achievements so please do let us know of any
interesting and exciting news.
As a department, we rely heavily on the tireless
work of our staff, all of whom have been
outstanding this year. Each of them continues
to help us instil an ethos which ensures our
pupils conduct themselves in the right way we want them to play hard, play to win, but
realise the result of a fixture is only half of a
school’s reputation. More prominent is the
tone of the occasion, the fairness, the fun
and the atmosphere. Winning is important
but the reputation is more so, and we want
Pangbourne’s reputation to be stronger than
ever in the years to come.

SPORT

CRICKET
Year Review by
Head of Cricket
Mr Ryan Cruwys

This season has largely been interrupted by
inclement weather, however the cricket that
has been played has adhered to the Spirit
of Cricket and showcased some exceptional
talent. The Cricket Club has continued to
develop the girls’ game this year and we will
continue focus for the foreseeable future.
The scoreboard has been mounted on the
Anthony Hudson Pavilion and the improved
lighting in the Sports Hall has enabled an
increased use of the facility by all teams.

first round of the county cup. A monumental target of 186 was set by the hosts. In response,
Liam Turnbull made 96 runs and accompanied by several excellent knocks, a narrow loss by
16 runs resulted. Wins against Cokethorpe, Lord Wandsworth College and Shiplake College
culminated in a most successful season and a promising cricketing future for this year group.
The 1st XI have been treated to a range of formats this year. Having started the year against
two travelling men’s sides in the timed format of the game, the players had the opportunity to
spend some quality time in the middle. As a result, captain Elliot Teague (U6, Macquarie) took
advantage and scored an impressive 114* against the Old Dowegians. The second leg against
Shiplake College saw the run chase come down to the final ball and the 1st XI managed to
secure the win, by just 2 runs. The final week of term saw the annual fixtures against the MCC,
SOAs and OPs, and the reintroduction of the 1st XI game against staff, which proved to be a
highly entertaining yet competitive affair with the remarkable result of a tie.
The Cricket Club continues to aim for increased participation, the growth of the girl’s’ game
further and an enjoyment for the sport.

The Dunbar section of the club has thrived
this year. The Dunbar girls enjoyed success
against Reddam House and also competed
against Marlston House. Yet another
competitive fixture card has allowed the
juniors to test themselves against the best
local sides. The boys performed admirably
throughout the term and the future looks to
be most promising indeed. This year Dunbar
benefited from more time in the Big Side nets
with quality coaching and on occasion the 1st
XI players lending their knowledge and time
to the younger prospects.
The U14s have had a challenging season.
Having started positively with a 4 wicket win
against Eton College, the A team struggled to
build an innings despite bowling consistently
well. As a result, narrow losses against
Shiplake College and Lord Wandsworth
College were recorded. The U14Bs were
more successful with two excellent wins
against Shiplake College. Connor Jacob
(Form 3, Macquarie) particularly impressed
throughout the season consistently taking
wickets and scoring runs.
The U15s have been characterised by
consistently good bowling areas and the
building of partnerships with the bat. An
exceptional spectacle of cricket was seen
against Reading Blue Coat School in the
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EQUESTRIAN
Year Review by
Head of Riding
Mrs Stacey Mackie

With more riders than ever looking to be
part of the Equestrian team, we were set for
an exciting year of riding. Our first major
competition was the Nationals, which
proved to be as nail biting as ever before,
but the team of Bella Kent (Form 5, St
George), Megan Norgate (U6, St George),
Jessie Saunders (Form 5, St George) and
captain Meredith Wilson’s (OP 2013 –
2018) hard work paid off when they took a
top ten finish (7th place} in a super speedy
jump off.
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With the standard of riding at its highest
across the National schools Equestrian
Association (NSEA), Meredith remained
every bit composed and, with equal
measures of competitive spirit, stormed
into 4th place in a hotly contested 1.10m
National Final.
It was not long before the Keysoe Plate another National Championship where
competitors would have qualified across
the country to be there, and we knew from
previous experience the competition would
be hot! Our junior rider Libby Dale (Form 4,
Illawarra) set the tone with two competitive
rounds, finishing just outside of the ribbons.
This was no mean feat given it was her first
Championship.
Jessie had her time to shine in the 90cm
Showjumping Final where she did just that,
taking 4th place. A collective 5th place
for our team of Bella, Megan and Harry
Goodenough (Form 5, Port Jackson) but on

this occasion we saved our best for last as
the team of Jessie, Bella, Megan and Harry
stole the show in winning the Windsor
qualifier, securing Pangbourne their golden
ticket to The Royal Windsor Horse Show.
Despite the risk of snow and ice, December
saw our team as determined as ever when
they set off to Wickstead. It was not without
reward - Poppy Wright (Form 5, St George),
Libby Dale (Form 4, Illawarra), Imogen
Benson (Form 3, St George) and Team
Captain Daisy Brader (U6, St George) won
the 80cm by an impressive margin.
Though there were ribbons galore and great
levels of success at the County and National
competitions we attended across the year, it
could be argued that our Summer Jumping
League and Summer Training Camp were
what will lead to a continuation of our
successes for the coming year. New horse
and rider partnerships were formed, the
team spirit was second to none and the
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confidence and togetherness of our team has grown above and
beyond expectation.
The summer league saw current Pangbournians compete against
OPs and parents alike, leading to a real sense of inclusiveness and a
team prepared to respect one another and combine their skills for a
successful year ahead.
Finally, we’d like to mention Josie Symons (Form 5, Illawarra)
who, although no longer riding in school competitions, has taken
the National and International British Showjumping circuit by
storm, clinching a national title amongst other wins and numerous
placings overseas.
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GIRLS’ HOCKEY
Year Review by
Head of Hockey
Mr Ryan Cruwys

Girls’ Hockey at Pangbourne has continued to thrive this year with
high numbers of participation, representation at the Berkshire County
Championships, hosting of our annual Prep Schools’ Tournament, two
senior tours and a terrific set of results, with 111 fixtures overall, for all
age groups.
The pre-season preparations involved all age groups venturing to
Cardiff for the annual Invitational Tournament, at which the girls
secured their best finish to date. The College continues to arrange a
competitive fixture cards with opponents such as St Edward’s School,
Oxford, Dauntsey’s and Epsom College. The U14s and U18s both
competed in the Berkshire Cup, with the former progressing through
to the semi-final stage and the latter also representing the College
at the indoor county competition. The Jubilee Astro was again host
to 240 prep school hockey players in a fantastic annual event which
continues to showcase an exceptionally high standard of hockey.
The U14s had yet another successful run in the Berkshire
Championships. Jemma Swire-Thompson (Form 3, Illawarra)
captained admirably and Mollie Jourdain (Form 3, St George) was
particularly clinical over the course of the season. A coherent unit
defined this year’s U15s. With far too many individuals to name, their
tremendous season was a testament to the cohesion between the
offensive and defensive components. The 1st XI were the busiest and
most successful side, with a 64% win percentage. This group also
enjoyed a trip to Glasgow over the Half Term break to attend a twoday tournament featuring strong opposition from Ireland, Northern
Ireland and Scotland. The girls conducted themselves admirably here
and thoroughly enjoyed the chilly conditions and the very welcoming
Scottish folk.
Pangbourne Hockey continues to possess a great number of talented
athletes and many of our potentials represent Berkshire Hockey,
attend Performance Centres, and compete in the Futures Cup.
The Club’s facilities continue to be upgraded year-on-year. With the
addition of floodlights, night games have become a well-established
annual affair and this year we saw the 1st XI face Churcher’s College
in a cracking game which the College won 4-0. The fencing around
the Jubilee Astro has also been completed and a sand redressing has
improved the drainage during the wet season. The Sports Hall lighting
has been modernised to allow more frequent use of the facility and to
allow the girls to be exposed to the indoor format of the game.
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Next year presents itself with an exciting overseas tour to South
Africa and the introduction of morning fixtures on Saturdays. With
the fixture card completed and a whole host of new and competitive
opposition, Pangbourne College Hockey Club looks well-placed to
have another tremendous year ahead.
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BOYS’ HOCKEY
Year Review by
Head of Hockey
Mr Ryan Cruwys

The boys’ side of the Hockey Club has grown in strength once again
this year, with a good number of students making the Berkshire
County squads which maintains a trend we have seen for several years.
We have had boys representing the County from U13 up to the U17
age group, which has been great to see and is something which helps
to drive the standard up at the College.
We have had the largest number of boys participating in hockey this
year and the buzz around the whole club has spread all the way from
Upper Sixth down to Dunbar, who have participated in training and
attended tournaments. At an early stage it was satisfying simply to see
this level of engagement from the youngest pupils, but they enjoyed
success on the field as well with an excellent run in the Berkshire Plate
competition at U13 level which saw them finish as runners up.
Although we were interrupted at times early on in the season due
to several weeks of heavy snow, we managed to fulfil the majority of
fixtures across the club. Results were mixed at times, but we had some

outstanding year groups. Our U14s were the most exciting prospect,
with three excellent wins, three hard-fought draws, and just two losses
as the group showed increasing maturity as the season went on. Our
2nd XI also enjoyed an impressive season with four wins, one draw
and one loss including a very satisfactory 6-1 beating of local rivals
Shiplake, which is always an enjoyable one to win!
Ed Carter-Keall (Form 5, Harbinger) was again a stand out player among
the boys as he continued to be involved with the Berkshire Hockey
Performance Centre and has now become a fixture in the Reading 1st
XI squad, who play in the top league in the country. As mentioned
earlier, the U14s are a strong and exciting group and in particular Jasper
Bromfield (Form 3, Hesperus), Freddy Barnes (Form 3, Hesperus) and
Archie Saunders (Form 2) have shown great promise.
The 1st XI enjoyed a pre-season tour this year to Cardiff Metropolitan
University where they hold an Invitational Tournament, which was a
thoroughly enjoyable experience. The boys played four matches and
were given video analysis feedback which is incredibly useful, and there
were also psychology seminars, strength and conditioning sessions, and
an all you can eat buffet. We will be keen to continue this and as a club,
we are always looking at ways to expand ventures off campus to other
year groups, so this may develop in the coming seasons.
Over the next year we are hoping to further develop our links
with ‘Hockey for Heroes’, Berkshire Hockey and Reading Hockey
Club, which will hopefully provide our players with some exciting
opportunities. Most importantly, we would like to promote a love of
hockey to all Pangbourne pupils, with enjoyment and participation
being the main focus.
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NETBALL
Year Review by
Head of Netball
Miss Harriet Waller

The netball season started with an
enjoyable enjoyable Parents and Daughters
tournament, which was really good fun and
got a buzz developing around the sport
from the girls and their families. The club
then carried on in that vein throughout the
year, with plenty of positive results and a
real enthusiasm for netball seen across the
year groups.
We have had some exceptional sides this
year, in particular our U15As, many of whom
play netball for clubs outside of the College.
They were coached by Miss Pip Sanders, and
she did an excellent job with a core group
of players providing a strong base for the
side. They lost just two games and enjoyed
comprehensive victories against the likes of
Queen Anne’s School, Lord Wandsworth
College and Cokethorpe.
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There has been encouraging participation
from the top down in the netball club and
the team spirit has shone through. This was
never more evident than when the Dunbar
C Team, which had barely played any netball
before, won against Reddam House – this
was wonderful to see and was as satisfying
as any result we had this year. The levels of
participation and enthusiasm has not just
been there to see in results though, as we
have had Form 4 girls volunteer to come and
help with coaching Dunbar as part of their
Duke of Edinburgh ‘Volunteering’ element,

which has helped them but also developed
the camaraderie within the club.
One of the main highlights overall was our
tour to Paris which was brilliant. We took 44
girls from Form 1 – Form 4 to the event which
is hosted by Sports Experiences, and they
were treated to a range of different activities.
These included playing in the main netball
tournament that is put on for all attendees,
taking part in England Netball coaching
sessions, and to top it all off, spending time
at Disneyland Paris! We took five teams all
competing at different levels. The A Team

SPORT

performed impressively and came second overall in the U16 Cup, just
losing out in a thrilling final. Loads of fun was had on the trip and there
was lots of great feedback so it is certainly something we will look to
continue and hopefully expand in the future.
We have tried to increase the level of variety in the netball offering
at Pangbourne this year, to provide more than training and weekly
fixtures. This stemmed all the way back to pre-season which involved
some sessions around nutrition and psychology to get the girls
thinking about sport in a wider sense. Later in the year, we had a very
mixed programme for Forms 3 and 4 which has involved spin classes
and yoga to give another aspect to the training regime.

Our coaching staff have been excellent across the board and we are
sad to see two core members leave this year. Miss Letitia Rizan has
coached the 1st Team for a number of years now and done a superb
job, and Miss Lucy Hamblin-Rooke has been key to girls’ sport at the
College since her arrival. She has previously been Head of Netball and
has coached the U14A side which is a critical juncture in terms of their
development in the sport. They have both been fantastic and will be
missed by the staff and the girls.
It is our hope that by adding more variety and driving the enjoyment of
the sport this year will provide us with a basis for more consistency next
year. We have a new fixture card due to the change in the shape of the
week and we hope that we can add more wins across all our year groups
to bolster the enthusiasm the girls are showing for the sport.
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ROWING
Year Review by
Director of Rowing
Mr Richard Follett

The College rowers are used to travelling
across the country to compete in one event
or another, but the opportunity to race
abroad is always an exciting one. With the
development of a more competitive senior
girls’ squad this year, the decision was made
to enter The Head of the Charles Regatta
in Boston, USA with both boys’ and girls’
eights. The event is the largest two-day
rowing event in the world, attracting over
2,300 crews and drawing nearly half a
million spectators to the banks of the
Charles River for the two days of racing. It
genuinely is unlike any other rowing event,
with television coverage and much of the
city of Boston coming to a temporary halt
for the weekend as crews from across the
world arrive to compete.
After two days getting used to the big river
and race course, the girls woke early on the
Saturday to cheer on the Headmaster, who
was himself racing in the Regatta. Competing
in Grand Masters’ Singles, he deserves
credit for his result against very experienced
opposition.
The racing was a tremendous experience.
After three days’ preparation, race day
arrived and unfortunately with it, a strong
northerly headwind, the nemesis of lighter
crews like ours. The 5km course winds
through the centre of the city of Boston
and is iconic in many ways, taking the racing
crews under a series of bridges with difficult
tight turns. Despite the youthfulness of
our two coxes, Wes Castelain (Form 5,
Harbinger) and Verity Szala (Form 4, St
George) steered extremely well, avoiding
any incidents and keeping a good line down
the course. Whilst our results showed both
the size and power of the opposition crews
and the strength of world rowing in general,
the Pangbourne crews produced respectable
results and a determination to plough on
with the winter training.
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During the Michaelmas Term the seniors also competed at Burway
Small Boats Head, picking up numerous wins in singles, pairs and
fours. We also took a senior girls’ eight to Wallingford Fours and
Eights Head who finished in a respectable 4th place against strong
opposition. The term ended with a trip to the London Olympic
Velodrome for the British Indoor Rowing Championships. The senior
girls all competed individually and in the team relays, but pick of the
results were the boys relays, finishing in the bronze medal and 4th
place positions.
The J14s made good early progress with their technical skills which,
combined with some gutsy races, brought some encouraging results at
the Scullery Head at Dorney Lake. The girls finished in 30th place in
their quad and the boys a fantastic 12th place, just 2 seconds outside
the top 10 in the octuple sculls event.
For the rest of the club, there were strong showings at Avon County
Head, winning six events and the 1st VIII followed this with a win at
Reading Head. The wind forecast was so poor for The Schools’ Head
of the River in London, much of the event was cancelled. On the day,
just our three senior eights raced over the 4 mile course, with an injury
affected boys’ 1st VIII finishing 6th, the girls’ 1st VIII finishing 13th
and the boys 2nd VIII finishing 11th. The J15 boys’ and girls’ were left
waiting for their first race on the Tideway stretch of the Thames for
another year. The head racing season ended with a highlight for the
senior girls with their trip to Kingston Head, one of the oldest distance
races in the UK. They raced in the Senior Open Women’s Coxed Fours
event and produced an excellent result to finish as winners.
The Boat Club once again ran two Easter camps; for the J14s and J15s
based on our own stretch of river and for the seniors, a week in Ghent,
Belgium. Staying in a hotel just five minutes’ walk from the rowing club
meant that the squads could train three times each day and return
to their hotel comforts in between sessions. The rowers completed
over 120km of rowing by the end of the week, as well as enabling crew
selection and formation to take place ahead of the first regattas of the
summer.
The summer proved to be one of great success for the senior boys in
particular, picking up early season wins at Evesham in pairs and fours,
then Wallingford Regatta. It was the latter where they showed real
potential for the big events, fighting off challenges from Hampton,
King’s Chester and St George’s to win the Junior Eights category. The
senior girls also raced at Wallingford, gaining some useful multi-lane
course experience at Dorney but fully appreciating the challenges to
come. In contrast to the 1st VIII who were a mature crew comprising six
Upper Sixth boys, the girls’ top boat, a coxed four, was entirely made
of girls in the Lower Sixth, plus Verity (the cox) from Form 4.
The pinnacle of the school racing season, the National Schools’
Regatta is held at Dorney over three days. On the Friday, the J15 boys
A and B coxed fours saved their best race until last, finishing 1st and
2nd in their C Finals. The J14s always find the event tougher than
others, arriving back from Llangorse just in time to race. Despite this,
they put in a solid effort to make the B final in J14 octuples.

64

Colours 2019 | pangbourne.com

Over the weekend it was the turn of the seniors. The boys’ 2nd
VIII, almost all of whom were J16s, produced an excellent race in
the B final to move up the ranks from their time trial to finish 4th,
almost snatching 3rd which would have been a superb result. The
girls’ Championship and J16 doubles found their time trials tough,
but the coxed four fared much better, qualifying for the semi-finals.
Unfortunately, equipment failure just before halfway in their semifinal meant they had to settle for a place in the B Final. In this they
rowed well to finish 3rd and for a crew one year younger than their
opponents, can be proud of 9th position overall.
The boys’ 1st VIII overcame a sluggish time trial to make the semifinals, where they qualified for the B Final and a chance of a medal in
the Non-Championship Eights event. They produced a superb row
in their final to beat many of the Championship Eights also racing
in the event. A gutsy second half of the race saw them challenging
Westminster and Abingdon for the overall victory, but their third
place and 11th out of all the boys’ eights was enough to win a very well
deserved bronze for the second year running.
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The senior boys and girls raced in small boats on the Sunday, with the
girls finishing in respectable 18th and 21st in Championship Coxless
Pairs and the boys moved up from 12th in their time trial to 9th overall
in Championship Coxless Fours.
After the Half Term break, a fixture for the J14s against St Edward’s
School was a hugely successful and great fun occasion on home water,
and the J14 boys’ octuple showed more racing form with 5th place at
Marlow, beating a number of A Final crews from National Schools’.
The J15s raced at Reading Town Regatta showing much improvement
on their early season speed, the boys’ winning their coxed fours event
and girls’ producing a fine win over Sir William Perkin’s School before
coming up just short in their final of the J15 girls’ eights.
For the senior girls and boys, Henley did not bring the good fortune
required to make progress to the latter stages. For the girls racing
at Henley Women’s Regatta, illness to two of the four struck at just
the wrong time and knocked out training for almost the full week
prior, meaning the crew really should not have raced at all. They will
certainly expect the crew, another year older and stronger, to reach the
latter stages next year.
The boys’ eight continued to develop speed through Reading Regatta,
winning their event on the Sunday with a strong row against Monkton
Combe and followed this with a successful private match on the
Henley Regatta course the following week against Green Lake from
Seattle, USA. Sadly the draw was not on their side, putting them
alongside the hotly tipped Eton. On race day the Pangbourne crew
made Eton work very hard for their win, so the boys could certainly
hold their heads high. Eton went on to win the final, showing that they
truly were an exceptional crew.

We say farewell to two coaches this year. Mr Allan has been with us for
one year as a rowing graduate, and worked tirelessly to professionalise
the approach of his J15 boys’ squad. Whilst his dry humour may have
been lost on many, his enthusiasm for taking crews up to Goring has
paid good dividends and their eagerness to commit further to rowing
is much to his credit for planting seeds of potential within them.
At the opposite end of the experience spectrum is the departure of
Mr Woodcock, who departs after nine years at Pangbourne. During
this time he has taken the 1st VIII and never ceased to put his total
energy into their pursuit of excellence. The countless notebooks he
has kept season after season, cataloguing each training session and
performance achieved would make a fascinating archive, but it is his
boundless energy both on and off the water which has instilled a
sense of belief in so many boys at the river. He departs for a Head of
Mathematics post at a school in Hertfordshire, the only surprise being
that they do not row, but it will almost certainly not be long before he
is back in a coaching capacity somewhere.
It is clear for all to see that rowing is far more than just winning
regatta trophies and medals. There are few sports which require
such complete dedication for such a small opportunity for success,
yet every day we see nearly one third of the College jogging to and
from the river in pursuit of personal and crew improvement. There is
no doubt lasting friendships are formed on the water, as well as the
more obvious benefits developed such as teamwork, self-discipline,
concentration, time-management and of course, physical fitness. With
potentially our largest ever group of J14s joining the club currently
filled with huge potential, it should present an exciting and challenging
year for all.
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RUGBY
Year Review by
Head of Rugby
Mr Roger Cheeseman

This year in the Rugby Club, we continued
a period of transition which began last year
and we have certainly made significant
improvements. There was plenty to do in
terms of establishing patterns, structures,
finding where our weaknesses were as
a club, and trying to get all our pupils
enjoying and engaged with rugby, but I
feel we have worked very well collectively
towards doing that.
As a club, there was a positive atmosphere
and team spirit throughout with everyone
developing good relationships which, in
turn, helps things progress on the pitch. We
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had a very good cohort in the Lower Sixth
in terms of talent and development so that
made a big difference to the 1st and 2nd
XVs.
The 1st XV started the season against
Reading School in the First Round of the
National Vase competition and we came
away with a 34-5 victory which was a good
start to the year, especially against a local
rival. Unfortunately, the next stage in the
National competition saw us fall short against
Gordon’s School but at this stage of the
season, the boys were learning their trade,
which soon paid dividends. Three victories
in a row followed, with a 23-13 win against
Churcher’s College, 36-0 against LVS Ascot
in the County Cup quarter final, and a terrific
47-7 win against Lord Wandsworth College,
the last of which is always a nice one to chalk
up given the rivalry over the years.
The County Cup run continued with a
comprehensive 45-0 win against Berkshire
College of Agriculture which took us to a
second consecutive final in the competition.
This final is a great occasion to end

the season on as it is a floodlit game at
Maidenhead RFC with a good atmosphere,
and the match lived up to its billing with
an exciting contest against The Downs.
Ultimately, a last-gasp try from Luca van
der Wyck (U6, Hesperus), converted by
Oliver Andrews-Hirons (L6, Hesperus),
handed us a 17-10 after a tense second half
where both teams were locked at 10-10.
The Downs pushed us all the way, but the
determination of our boys to get a positive
result was a testament to how they came
on over the course of the season, showing
a real unwillingness to let heads drop. It is
particularly encouraging for the club that
several members of this side were Lower
Sixth students who will be returning next
year, so we look forward to continued
success from that group of players.
Christian Tivey (L6, Macquarie) was
certainly a stand out in this group, and had
success elsewhere with England Lambs
recognition. Oliver Andrews-Hirons and
Stephen Bonnett (L6, Harbinger) have
been training with Reading Rams and
have both performed well for the College
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too, for the squad it is beneficial to have
that standard of players as it helps to
raise the level overall. I must praise Oliver
in particular as he is a player with real
potential and he could be key in his Upper
Sixth year to the 1st XV’s success. Tom
Atkins (L6, Port Jackson) grew into being
a very good centre/winger, Harry Skinner
(L6, Macquarie) also showed excellent
potential, and Joe Bowden (L6, Hesperus)
was another standout player, particularly
throughout our 7s season. Peter Hyde (U6,
Macquarie) deserves a mention as well, as
Captain of Rugby for the year – he was very
good in his role, leading by example and
keeping everything well-organised, He had
a great experience with Berkshire County
Rugby and South West England which again
helped boost standards, and he worked
well with his vice-captain, Nick White
(U6, Hesperus), who also enjoyed a solid
season. Overall, we have a good nucleus of
young men in those coming up that will join
the 1st XV and our hope is for continued
improvements next year.

Elsewhere in the Club there have been
equally promising signs. We have had a
good group of J15s coming through this year
and our U14s, albeit raw, have shown good
qualities throughout the year. The latter were
well-coached by Mr David Metcalfe and Mr
Matthew Eagers, and were a whisker away
from mirroring the County Cup success of
our 1st XV as they made it to the final which
was also contest at Maidenhead RFC. They
had played well throughout the tournament
but were unable to keep up with Reading
Blue Coat School, though they can be proud
of their achievements this year.
Our 7s season, led by the incoming Head
of Rugby Mr Sam Hewick, proved to be a
fantastic success as we won another County
Cup in this format and made it to the quarter
finals of the prestigious Rosslyn Park National
Sevens Tournament. The Rosslyn Park
performance was particularly impressive on
a renowned national stage for school rugby
– our team won every game in their group by
considerably margins to reach the quarter

final, as strong a performance as the College
has produced in the last 20 years.
The quality of coaching is secure at the
College with the likes of Mr Hewick, Mr
Tom Cheney and Mr James Frost all doing
an excellent job and we are ever-grateful to
the catering staff for their match teas and
the grounds team for pitch preparation.
As Head of Rugby, I’ve also been very
appreciative of the Herculean efforts
produced by the Harbinger Matron, Mrs
Wendy Saddington, in managing to wash
goodness knows how much kit every week –
she is a diamond!
Looking ahead to next year, we have a
good crop of players and as mentioned, the
coaching is in excellent hands.
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TENNIS
Year Review by
Head of Tennis
Mr Alex Hawthorn

The Tennis Club at Pangbourne continues to
grow and this year the enthusiasm for the sport
has been matched by some superb results on
the court.
Our senior boys’ squad has led the way
impressively, winning all but one of their
matches, including comprehensive wins
over Oratory School, Shiplake College and
Leighton Park. We also entered a boys’ singles
competition which involved all the schools
in Berkshire, with outstanding results. We
came second in the intermediate competition
and won the Senior Boys competition, with
a team of Toby Draper (U6, Harbinger),
Louis Coltart (L6, Harbinger), George Young
(Form 4, Macquarie) and Benedict Merritt
(Form 4, Hesperus), who all deserve a great
deal of credit.

68

Colours 2019 | pangbourne.com

We have had a record number of Form 4 girls
doing tennis this year, which has been great
to see. The top half of this group have been
exceptionally strong and there have been
some promising partnerships developing. A
number of these girls will push for selection
in the Senior teams next year which is hugely
encouraging, with standout performers
including: Lottie Davis (Form 4, St George),
Charlotte Richards (Form 4, St George),
Megan Fergusson (Form 4, Illawarra) and
Poppy Simpson (Form 4, Illawarra).
Both of our captains this year, Imogen AbbottFenn (L6, St George) and Toby Draper (U6,
Harbinger), have been outstanding. They
have set a perfect example for everyone and
have grown into their roles well. The club
has benefited from their presence because
not only do they communicate well with all
the year groups and are both very organised,
they also push me to get more fixtures which
satisfies the pupils’ enthusiasm for the sport.
As satisfying as any results we have had is to
have seen this enthusiasm spread throughout
the Tennis Club. For some players involved this
year, they came into the club without having
played a great deal at all, or necessarily seen it
as a potential strength of theirs. However, for

so many of them they have really just enjoyed
being on the court and have improved through
the sheer enjoyment.
The pupils have been assisted by excellent
coaching. Mr Alex Corps has taken on the
Senior Boys in his first year at the College,
doing a terrific job. We have also had Mr
Dan Colquhoun and Miss Pip Sanders make
significant contributions to both Senior
squads, and we have had Miss Annabelle
Cruwys and Miss Camille Depeige help with
Dunbar – it has been a real team effort and
everyone has been a huge help. Performance
Tennis, our external coaches, have also made a
good contribution again.
Next year, we would like to enter into the
Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) League
which will enable us to play some of the top
schools and really progress the fixture card.
I am also keen to have LTA qualified coaches
for every year group because that will be a
huge factor in driving the quality here. The
main thing for us is to supply the highest
standard of coaching we possibly can and
to push our better players to take part in
competitions that are regional or nationwide.
If we can do that then Tennis at the College
will continue to go from strength to strength.
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GOLF
Year Review by
Head of Golf
Mr Neil Jeffers

The golfing highlight this year has been
the influx of keen golfers lower down the
College. Seven Dunbar students have been
regulars at golf lessons this year, with two of
them, Boyd Price and Jack Walters, already

good enough to win matches for the College
against Bradfield and the Old Pangbournians.
In Form 3, a number of other regulars have
joined us, the standout performer being
Connor Jacob (Macquarie), already playing
off a handicap of only 5!
This has enabled us to field strong teams
against the Old Pangbournians at the
Berkshire Golf Club in October. Having won
for the first time in many years in 2016 and
lost in 2017, the boys were keen to fight hard
in blustery conditions. After a close-fought
battle, a 3-3 draw leaves it tantalisingly
poised for next year. With more younger boys
in the team, it has been harder to find times

for school fixtures, but we did enjoy a 2-1
victory over Bradfield in the Summer Term,
not a frequent occurrence.
The in-house competition of the year, the
Whitmore Trophy, was played at Sandford
Springs on another blustery day early in
the Summer Term. Tommy Hessian (U6,
Hesperus) and Connor Jacob (Form 3,
Macquarie) tied for the overall title, with
gross scores of 10 over par, while Ed Nash
(L6, Hesperus) won the plate competition.
We are looking forward to fixtures against
both Shiplake and Bradfield next year, as well
as possibly two matches against the OPs.
Game on!
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STUDENT PROFILES

SIXTH FORM STUDENTS REFLECT ON THEIR TIME AT PANGBOURNE AND PICK
OUT PERSONAL HIGHLIGHTS FROM PACKED COLLEGE CAREERS

What life skills do you feel the role has
taught you?
This role has taught me different ways of
interacting with people. For example, on
a professional level as part of the ‘job’ of
being Chief, a stern level encouraging pupils
to follow the school rules, and the more
personal, friendly level. You need to be able
to read any given situation appropriately
and decide which approach to use with each
individual, being in this role has really helped
with that.

MILLIE METCALFE
Chief Cadet Captain of the College
Chief Cadet Captain of the College Millie
Metcalfe (Illawarra) joined from Westbourne
House in Chichester and studied Classics,
English Literature and History A Levels.
During her time at Pangbourne, Millie played
1st XI Hockey, rowed in the Girls’ 1st VIII,
completed the Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver
Award, made a significant contribution to the
Drama department and College productions,
was a Peer Mentor, and travelled to
Nabugabo Community Learning Centre with
the College in 2018.
Describe your role as Chief Cadet Captain
of the College.
Busy! There are lots of things that go on
behind the scenes at the College which
many people don’t know about. You have
to be willing to communicate your ideas
with senior members of staff about almost
anything, so you need to be organised
with your time and your ideas. You need a
community spirit as well because the role is
formed from a willingness to converse with
and listen to your peers, and anyone within
the community. It’s vital that you’re able to
relay the general feel of the school to the
management team. The Chief is the link
between the student body in this way.
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What are your highlights from
Pangbourne?
Getting the role of Chief is certainly up there.
But ultimately, the friendships I have made
are definitely my favourite highlights. I have
made bonds which I will always be able to rely
on in life and which stretch across multiple
countries.
How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?
I came to Pangbourne really quite introverted,
and wasn’t viewed as being great at any of the
traditional school activities like academics or
sports. But Pangbourne has been amazing in
helping me to develop in both of these areas
and has pushed me to become confident

in who I am. This has allowed me to feel
confident in taking on the role of Chief and
feel proud of my achievements in general.
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
My biggest challenge has been that I live far
away from Pangbourne. This affects you both
in term time and in holidays as you are either
distanced from your family or your friends,
but it is worth it in the end because the fact
you miss people is testament to the great
friendships I have already mentioned.
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The huge range of opportunities offered here,
together with the support that the whole
community provides to try these things out.
There is no stigma surrounding any of the
activities and through this everyone feels
comfortable to try things out which they
never would at other schools – they can
discover what they like best and who they
really are.
What are your plans for the future?
I am going to Exeter University to study
Philosophy and History, then after that, who
knows!
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What life skills do you feel the role has
taught you?
Definitely communication. Different
people are different people and you have
to adapt the way you communicate with
them in the questions you might ask or how
you compromise on the solutions. That’s
something that is definitely going to be useful
for me in the future.

MELIHA RESO
International Students Cadet Officer (CO)
Cadet Captain of Illawarra
International Students Cadet Officer Meliha
Reso (Illawarra) joined from First Bosniak
Gymnasium in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and studied Computing, Mathematics
and Physics A Levels. During her time at
Pangbourne, Meliha became Cadet Captain
of her Division, played top level Hockey,
became an integral member of the CCF
programme and excelled in Music.

How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?
It is a small school compared to some but
there’s still a lot of pupils and teachers here
which you all have to interact with so, again,
communication has been key. Being a bit
more open and socialising more, creating
connections with people has also been
important to me.
What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
Networking events and mock interviews have
been really beneficial and not something I’ve
faced before. There have been several social
dinners and sports that have been great too -

I’ve been able to try rowing and astro-hockey
which I’ve never tried. Boarding activities like
paintballing were really good fun!
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
Being away from friends and family at home
is a challenge. You have the support of the
school and members of staff, having to learn
to live independently is difficult but it turned
out a bit easier than expected actually!
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The community here is different to anywhere
else. The other would be the Naval history of
the school, which is clearly unique. You won’t
find many schools which do Parades and
marching, but we implement that into the
modern era, so we balance tradition and how
it applies to things now.
What are your plans for the future?
Going to university and doing a masters - I am
hoping to study Computer Science and then I
hope to do a Masters abroad somewhere.

Describe your role as International CO.
As an International Students’ CO, I attend
any meetings of international students at
Pangbourne and take any suggestions that
the international students, all the way from
Form 3 to Upper Sixth, might have to staff
and student bodies.
I’m also Cadet Captain in Illawarra which
involves communication with different year
groups, solving some problems or providing
suggestions if there is something happening
in the house. If we want to create an event or
plan something in the house I will help with
that too. Considering that I’m a full boarder
and Cadet Captain I can provide help at any
time it’s required which helps.
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Mr Metcalfe so working with him in the house
was enjoyable, it was a nice role to have. It
gave me responsibility and it was satisfying to
see the boys have a good year. Boys’ Rugby
Captain had similar responsibilities and that
was a role I was really excited to take on as I
love playing rugby.

PETER HYDE  
Captain of Boys’ Rugby
Chief Cadet Captain of Macquarie

Captain of Boys’ Rugby Peter Hyde
(Macquarie) joined from Sulhamstead &
Ufton Nervet Primary School and studied
Geography A Level and Art and Design
BTEC. During his time at Pangbourne, Peter
became Chief Cadet Captain of his Division,
and was a Peer Mentor.
Describe your role as Chief Cadet Captain
of Macquarie and Captain of Boys’ Rugby.
As CCC, it is a role with a lot to do but
one that was great to get. I’d seen what JJ
[Sugden, CCC of Q 2018] had done the year
before and given some thought as to how
I could go about it – carrying on his good
work but not copying him, I wanted to do it
my own way. I have a good relationship with

What life skills have these roles taught you?
Both have taught me leadership, particularly
on the rugby pitch. Reminding the boys
about the value of training, being on time,
intensity of our training sessions and putting
the work in before games has been important
for me. In the Division, I’ve developed my
communication skills I think as dealing
with all the boys and making sure there’s
integration between all the year groups has
been a big thing. Delegation as well, with
events like Divisional Music which were great
in terms of being able to give roles to those
in the Division who were skilled in that area
like Rowan [Shields, Deputy CCC] or Barney
[Brown, Drum Major].
How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?
The first three or four weeks in Dunbar
helped me talk to people more and settle
into school life. From that point all the
way to Upper Sixth, Pangbourne has really
helped me to be my own person and not
be over-influenced by others or what you

might see on social media, for example. They
don’t push you here to do things which don’t
necessarily suit you, the school lets you find
your own path and encourages that.
What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
I started in Dunbar which feels like ages and
ages ago, so there are a few! Every Divisional
event has been enjoyable. Div Music is really
fun and the Div Drama last year was great
after they brought it back. We’ve won Div
Rugby most years I’ve been here which has
been exciting.
Founders’ Day last year with Nick White and I
being Guard Commanders and taking part in
the Beat Retreat was special. I was nervous at
the time but it was a really nice feeling.
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
We do have quite long days and weeks here.
You do get used to it, but adjusting to quite
a full-on schedule is a challenge. Having long
holidays definitely helps and you tend to
make the most of them!
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The one which stands out is obviously our
Naval tradition because not many schools
have anything like that. Also though, we
have quite a small school here and that size
helps everyone find their own way. This
is reinforced by a lot of relationships you
develop with your teachers over the years
here, it’s less formal and really beneficial.
What are your plans for the future?
Enjoy the summer!
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What life skills do you feel these roles have
taught you?

What have you found most challenging
about being here?

Definitely people skills. I feel like I can interact
with people really well now and I have the
confidence to address certain situations. I also
think I’ve developed listening skills; Mrs Bond
has always drilled into us that it’s important to
be a good listener.

All the commitments. Especially during A
Levels – keeping momentum and enthusiasm
going amongst the Division can be tough at
times but that has definitely helped to teach
me about time management. I feel like I can
cope well at university after everything we
have to manage at Pangbourne!

How has the College helped you to develop
as an individual?

MATILDA KITE
Chief Cadet Captain of Illawarra

Chief Cadet Captain of Illawarra Matilda
Kite joined from Cranford House School
and studied English Literature, Classics and
Religious Studies A Levels. During her time at
Pangbourne, Matilda played top level Hockey,
was a Peer Mentor, and coordinated Illawarra’s
charitable initiative ‘Flowers for Friends’.
Describe your role as Chief Cadet Captain
of Illawarra.
You help to look after the girls, take care
of Parade practice, and work alongside the
Housemistress to make activities for the girls.
It’s really a pastoral role in terms of making
the sure the house is running well and making
sure the girls are happy. I’m also a Peer
Mentor which is another pastoral role, so if
any student or any year group needs any help
then they can come to me.

I think, particularly in the Sixth Form, having
a more grown up relationship between
teachers has helped things. I can go to
teachers with important issues and they
won’t sugar coat things, they will address it
and help me with it. So it has helped me in
terms of the support you are given here and
the relationships the College enables
you to develop.

What makes Pangbourne unique?
I think the small size of the school means that
everyone knows everyone. I think I can name
every single person in the school and I hope
that they can with me too. With the teachers
as well, because some attended the school
themselves or others have been here for a
very long time, the traditions have kept going
and every year gets better.
What are your plans for the future?

What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
Probably meeting such good friends.
Growing up for five years with a very good
group of friends has helped me to come out
of my shell. Developing into the person I am
now has been a significant personal highlight.
I’m getting sad now we’re coming to the end
of the year! Getting Chief of Division was a
big highlight for me personally.

Next year I am going to go travelling with my
best friend, Luca van der Wyck (Hesperus),
we’re going to Asia! Then I am going to go
to Leeds to study Theology, which I might
potentially follow with a law conversion.
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that I’m not nervous, but I’ve become used
to handling those pressures.
In terms of leadership, being in the Division
and working with younger years in the
Choir has generally improved the ability to
chat with them, be respectful to everyone,
and ensure they are respectful to everyone
around them too.

ROWAN SHIELDS
Choir Captain

Choir Captain Rowan Shields (Macquarie)
joined from Brockhurst School and studied
Psychology, Music and Classics A Levels.
During his time at Pangbourne, Rowan
was made Deputy Chief of Macquarie, he
was integral part of the Music department,
winning the Music Performance Prize on
Founders’ Day, he played major roles in
Drama productions, was a Peer Mentor,
and captained the 2nd XV for Pangbourne
Rugby.
Describe your roles as Choir Captain and
Deputy Chief Cadet Captain.
Choir Captain is mostly a performance
based duty, so I am involved in the Choir
in every performance such as College
Sundays, or the annual National Seafarer’s
Service. Around Christmas time things get
really busy, and that would be when I have
solos to perform such as ‘Once in Royal
David’s City’.
As Deputy Chief in the Division, that is just
general leadership around the house really,
making sure (to the best of our ability!) that
the younger years behave. Generally we
help to keep things in line and try to make
sure the Division operates smoothly.
What life skills has this role taught you?
Certainly a combination of confidence and
leadership. Confidence in particular has
come through the choral aspect of things
– getting up and singing in front of large
audiences is initially nerve-wracking, but
being involved in music over the years has
made me somewhat immune to it. It’s not
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How has the College helped you develop
as an individual?
It has really helped me develop an idea
of what I would like to do in the future.
Going into Sixth Form, I had decided what
I wanted to do was Law, but over the last
two years through A Levels it became clear
that it’s not where my main interest lie and
in fact it’s with music. Working with staff
here and the music department especially,
I’ve really established my strengths and
now I am focusing more on music. Miss
Calver has been amazingly supportive about
everything I do. As a younger pupil, I was
a little difficult in the classroom and found
focusing difficult, occasionally disruptive,
but going into the Sixth Form I turned that
around. With Miss Calver and the academic
staff’s help I began to develop and do well,
for which I’m very grateful.
What are your highlights from your time
at Pangbourne?
There are quite a few. With my interests, a
lot of performances stand out - doing the
Seafarer’s Servce at St. Paul’s Cathedral has
been really special and a phenomenal thing,
especially as this year I was also awarded a
bursary on the day to help me carry on my
music. Being up on stage over the last year,
particularly playing the lead in ‘Much Ado
About Nothing’ was a lot of fun! The most
recent May Revels was great as well. Barney
Brown (Drum Major) and I performed
together as we have done a lot over the years
and I was a part of four or five ensembles, so
that was a lot of fun too.
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
It is a very busy schedule at Pangbourne,
particularly as I have been involved in quite
a lot of different things. I’ve been involved in

sports teams, music, drama, so having that
schedule is difficult but it’s taught me to
manage my time and get where I need to be,
and do what I need to do.
What makes Pangbourne unique?
I think the culture here makes the school
unique. A lot of aspects of it are very
supportive of the individual and getting
them involved in what they’re good at.
Music, for me, has been the biggest thing
I’ve been exposed to because that’s where
my main talents lie, but I captained 2nd
XV rugby this year too and coming into
Pangbourne that wasn’t on the radar as one
of my main strengths.
What are your plans for the future?
Next year, I’m going to go to Sherborne
School in Dorset where I am going to be
working as a choral scholar for the year.
Effectively that means I will be helping
around the music department, ferrying
younger kids between different ensembles,
as well a few other responsibilities. There’s
also an Abbey in Sherborne and as part of
the role I will be in the choir there so with
that will come other responsibilities.
After that I’ll be off to university - I’ve got
applications at a few places to study so
that will be the next stage and an exciting
prospect!
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Describe your role as Deputy Chief Cadet
Captain of St George.
As Deputy of St George, I assist our Chief
in her output on what she wants to do for
the house, supporting her and everyone
in the Division. I’ve also played 1st Team
Hockey and Netball, as well as Senior Tennis,
so within that my role would be setting an
example on the pitch or court, playing to the
best of my ability and helping to be a leader
within those teams.

FREYA BANKY
Deputy Chief Cadet Captain of St George

Deputy Chief Cadet Captain of St George
Freya Banky joined from St Andrew’s School
and studied Art, English and Film Studies.
During her time at Pangbourne, Freya played
First Team Hockey, Netball and Tennis, was a
Peer Mentor, sang in the Choir, and showed a
flair for Art and Design. She won the Form 5
Prize for Outstanding Endeavour and, in her
final year, a Headmaster’s Prize.

What life skills has this role taught you?
It’s taught me to be a people person. I used to
be quite shy but getting to know people and
talking to people more that I don’t know has
become much easier over time.
How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?
It’s given me a lot of confidence, taught me
how to follow what I want to do and shown
me where my passions really lie.
What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
Winning Divisional Music two years in a row
was great. Due to my role I had to help a lot

in the build up with organisation, so that
was satisfying to see it pay off in the results.
Winning our night game this year with 1st XI
Hockey was also a really great feeling!
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
It’s such a well-rounded school here but
that means the time you have to put into
everything is extensive. You have to have
several social calendars to run alongside
the work to be able to keep in contact with
people outside the school!
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The Naval traditions and the family
atmosphere. I’ve loved the Naval traditions
to be honest, it gives you something to focus
on and strive towards. And it terms of the
community here, you know everybody and
you’re friends with everybody. I think that’s
quite rare for a school.
What are your plans for the future?
I am off to Liverpool to study Sport & PE,
I’m doing a three-year course in that, then
hopefully a PGCE and then onto teaching!
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I am also New Entry Cadet Officer in
Harbinger. That involves looking after the
Lower Sixth new entries, making sure they feel
at home, as they are coming into a year group
which has already been together for three
years. I keep an eye out for them and make
sure everything is running smoothly.

TOM EDMONDSON
Captain of Boys’ Boats and
New Entry Cadet Officer

Captain of Boys’ Boats Tom Edmondson
(Harbinger) joined from Reading Blue Coat
School and studied Geography, History
and Economics A Levels. During his time at
Pangbourne, Tom was involved in Rugby as
well as being Captain of Boys’ Boats, he was
a Peer Mentor, and he was made New Entry
Cadet Officer in his Division.
Describe your role as Captain of Boys’
Boats and New Entry Cadet Officer.
First and foremost for me is the Boys’ 1st
VIII – as with every year it’s a case of ensuring
that we are going as fast as we possibly can be
and making sure every member of that crew is
committed to rowing. Secondly, is the wider
boys’ squad from J14 – J16, making sure they’re
all happy and engaging with rowing so that
when they get to the senior squad we have
talent coming through.
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What life skills has this role taught you?
A lot about leadership and taking charge
of situations. Being able to work with other
people towards the same common goal has
also been an important lesson I’ve learnt.
How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?
Rowing has taught me hard work and
dedication – you need both of those to achieve
the goals you set out to achieve.
The role in the Division has taught me a lot
about people skills and communication.
Learning to build relationships with younger
students or foreign students coming over
to the UK, it teaches you a great deal about
getting on with a broad spectrum.

What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
I would say rowing at Henley Regatta in
2018 and 2019 as they were both amazing
experiences at a unique event. The 1st VIII
also won bronze medals at National Schools
Regatta two years in a row, so that would
definitely be another highlight for me.
What have you found most challenging
about being here?
The boarding school environment can be
difficult occasionally as you can feel a little bit
cooped up, but for me in particular, rowing
has really helped as you get out every day. In
fact, the same can be said for sport and cocurricular activities across the board at school.
Exam pressure is another tough one but I
don’t think I’m on my own there!
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The Divisions are unique with the relationships
between year groups. A lot of younger boys
have friendships with boys in the upper years
and there is a lot of trust within the houses.
What are your plans for the future?
I hope to go and study Politics and
International Relations at Leeds University.
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especially in St George, because we have to
work closely as Deputy Chiefs and Chiefs - it has
certainly helped me to develop teamwork.
How has the College helped you develop as
an individual?

MADELAINE HART
Senior Scholar

Senior Scholar Maddie Hart (St George) joined
from The Oratory Prep School and studied
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics and Further
Mathematics A Levels. During her time at
Pangbourne, Maddie was made Deputy Chief
Cadet Captain of her Division, played leading
roles in several Drama productions, was captain
of girls’ Rugby, participated in the DofE and
CCF programmes, travelled to Nabugabo
Community Learning Centre with the College
in 2018, and won Form Prizes every year from
Form 4 to Upper Sixth.
Describe your roles as Senior Scholar and
Deputy Chief Cadet Captain.
As Senior Scholar, I act as an academic role
model to the other students. I try to set the
best example I can to show how the other
students should be acting and behaving in
lessons. I can also sit in on the Chiefs’ Meetings
and offer input because I am able to act as a
communicator between the teachers and the
wider student base, so if the students are having
any struggles I can pass them on.

It might sound clichéd, but the College has
helped me come into my own as a person.
When I first arrived in Form 3, I was a bit shy and
a bit uncertain about who I was. Throughout my
time here I’ve become more confident. Drama
has had a lot to do with this, which I’ve really
enjoyed and it has helped me to come out of
my shell.
The amount of things on offer here gives you
the opportunity to try everything. If you take
advantage of those opportunities they can really
help you find out things about yourself you
didn’t know. I tried rugby here for the first time
and found out I really enjoy it and I’d like to carry
on with it in the future, so things like that have
been important.
What are your highlights from your time at
Pangbourne?
One of them has to be the College productions
and in particular, Spamalot. That one really
appealed to all of the pupils I think and being a
part of that was something I’m proud of.

What have you found most challenging
about being here?
The busy schedule definitely plays a part.
You can fit a lot in and get so much done but
it is a tiring day here. The minute we have an
overnight leave weekend, it’s a bit of a relief!
Because it’s fresh in my mind, A Levels have
been extremely challenging! The step up from
GCSEs is completely different.
What makes Pangbourne unique?
The Naval links and traditions. It’s a nice thing
for us, it’s special to us. The community-feel we
have here is another. Being a small school has its
pros and cons but it’s good that you feel like you
know everyone, not necessarily on a one-to-one
basis, but speaking to friends at other schools
it’s often more separated. At Pangbourne,
there’s a real familiarity with everyone here.
What are your plans for the future?
Kind of uncertain! I’ve got a gap year coming up
and initially over the autumn I am going to work
up in Edinburgh at the Fringe festival. Hopefully
some work experience with some architecture
companies after that, possibly followed by
university. We’ll see what happens, anything
could happen!

The people I’ve met here as well – at my old
school, I didn’t really keep in contact with many
people but here I’ve met some really lovely
people and I am looking forward to keeping in
contact with them in the future.

I’m also Deputy Chief of St George and primarily
we assist Bethan [Smith, Chief of St George]
with anything that needs doing around the
Division and if she’s busy for some reason we can
help with Divisional meetings or Parade practice.
What life skills have these roles taught you?
Responsibility is one of them and is something
Pangbourne does really well, the distribution
of responsibilities among the Upper Sixth.
Leadership as well, so for example I took Parade
once which was nerve wracking but nice to
try. Working with others has been important,
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A NUMBER OF NEW STAFF JOINED THE COLLEGE IN 2018-19. HERE, SEVERAL
OF THEM REFLECT ON A BUSY FIRST YEAR IN POST, WHAT BROUGHT THEM
TO PANGBOURNE AND THEIR THOUGHTS ON COLLEGE LIFE.

What have you enjoyed most this year?
I have enjoyed throwing myself into College life, playing a big part in
the co-curricular side. Specifically, the Rugby term, and then Rugby
7s - where we had some notable success. I also have enjoyed the
teaching side, the students are great to teach and are willing to learn.
Hopefully, I have had a positive impact on all those I have come across
this year.
What excites you about working here?
I am excited about becoming Head of Rugby. I feel as though
Pangbourne Rugby has started to build some momentum and I am
looking forward to creating something that could be quite special.
What is unique about the College?

SAM HEWICK

The culture is unique and the College feels like one big family, there
are not many other places like it.

EHEAD OF PEE

When did you begin your role at the College?
I started as a member of staff in September 2018, returning after I left
as a student in 2008. I will start as the Head of Rugby in September.
Where were you working before and what was your role?
I was a teacher of A Level PE, BTEC Sport and Rugby Coach at
Worthing College, a large Further Education College on the South
Coast.
Why did you join Pangbourne?
Because I know and liked the school as a pupil and also the right job
came at the right time for me.
How have you found the school? And the pupils?
Much as when I left - a very friendly school, where all pupils and staff
are very welcoming. The facilities have been updated, and I thought
the campus looked really impressive when I returned in September.
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I FEEL AS THOUGH PANGBOURNE RUGBY HAS
STARTED TO BUILD SOME MOMENTUM AND I AM
LOOKING FORWARD TO CREATING SOMETHING THAT
COULD BE QUITE SPECIAL.

I N T E RV I EW S W I T H N EW S TA F F M E M B E R S

What have you enjoyed most this year?
Really enjoyed getting to know the English team and its characters.
Getting to know the students but also Pangbourne as a school. I was
blown away watching Parade for the first time. Seeing Divisional
Drama was amazing as well. Learning about all the nuances of the
school.
What excites you about working here?
Introducing new ideas and bringing some of my previous expertise
into my role here. Potentially introducing new subjects and expanding
what we offer as a faculty at A Level. Continuing to push the academic
standards in the English department.
What is unique about the College?

STEPH POYNTER
EHEAD OF ENGLISHE

When did you begin your role at the College?
September 2018

What isn’t?! Seeing that first Parade was unbelievable and incredibly
impressive. The pride that the students take in their individual
Divisions and seeing those Divisional competitions is fantastic, I think
it really pulls them together.
The setting is unique as well, the grounds are so extensive and it such
beautiful countryside.

Where were you working before and what was your role?
I was working at a state school in Reading called Maiden Earley and I
was there for 8 years. I joined there having done my PGCE and went in
as an English teacher, was quickly promoted to Head of Media Studies
there. Before that I worked in TV as a production manager.
Why did you join Pangbourne?
I was looking to take on the role of Head of English. I was attracted to
Pangbourne’s reputation and the idea of focusing on the individual - I
came from a very big school and liked the idea of being able to really
see the impact of the work on a smaller group of students.
How have you found the school? And the pupils?

THE PRIDE THAT THE STUDENTS TAKE IN THEIR
INDIVIDUAL DIVISIONS AND SEEING THOSE
DIVISIONAL COMPETITIONS IS FANTASTIC, I THINK IT
REALLY PULLS THEM TOGETHER.

Overwhelmingly welcoming - both staff and pupils. It has felt very easy
to fit in and has felt like a seamless process which has been great.
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On the whole, I found the pupils very nice and keen to improve their
French as well as their knowledge of French culture. Some have been
very curious and asked me a lot about French customs and habits. I
have very happily answered all their questions, as for me, teaching
a foreign language is not just about teaching grammar or tenses, it
is also an opportunity for me to discover the culture and lifestyle of
England and vice versa for the pupils and French culture.
What have you enjoyed most this year?
To see the pupils’ French improving throughout the year. There’s
nothing more rewarding as a Languages teacher than seeing your
pupils mastering more idioms and vocabulary each day.

CAMILLE DEPEIGE  
EMFL TEACHERE

When did you begin your role at the College?
I started my job as a Language Assistant at Pangbourne in
September 2018.

Somewhat unexpectedly, I have really enjoyed helping with sports
activities. Taking part in co-curricular activities is very specific to
the British education system and I have appreciated how it enables
teachers to get to know their pupils.
What excites you about working here?
I would say that contributing to the already vibrant sense of
community of the College is one of the things that motivates me
the most. Working at Pangbourne has enabled me to discover the
English school system of Houses. I have also enjoyed sharing a Tutor
group in Dunbar.

Where were you teaching / working before? And what was your role?
Two years ago, I began an MA in English Studies specialising in British
history at Clermont Auvergne University in France. I had two student
jobs including one consisting of giving private English classes to French
students between the ages of 11 and 15 to prepare them for their French
Brevet. I also worked as a conference assistant for my university.

What is unique about the College?
I believe the College promotes a perfect mix of traditions, innovation
in teaching techniques, and technologies. There is a strong sense of
‘family’ here.

Why did you join Pangbourne?
I have always wanted to work in England. I have also always wanted
to become a teacher, to share my own culture and to fight any cliché
about France and its people. British history has always fascinated
me as well, and the College’s history seemed a real embodiment of
British heritage and a sense of community. I’ve been fascinated by its
Naval background since arriving!
How have you found the school? And the pupils?
When I first arrived at Pangbourne, the staff were so welcoming.
Moving alone to a new country is not an easy thing to do and my
colleagues really helped me to settle in.
As far as my department is concerned, I felt I quickly fitted in. I get on
well with all my colleagues who have been so very inspiring for a new
teacher like me. I also had the opportunity to help with Netball and
Tennis with Dunbar girls.
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BRITISH HISTORY HAS ALWAYS FASCINATED ME AS
WELL, AND THE COLLEGE’S HISTORY SEEMED A REAL
EMBODIMENT OF BRITISH HERITAGE AND A SENSE OF
COMMUNITY. I’VE BEEN FASCINATED BY ITS NAVAL
BACKGROUND SINCE ARRIVING!

I N T E RV I EW S W I T H N EW S TA F F M E M B E R S

How have you found the school? And the pupils?
The campus is lovely and living on site has been great. With great
facilities such as the gym and the tennis courts, plus going out
regularly with the staff running club on Tuesday mornings, I have
been able to keep fit which is very important to me. I feel I have built
great relationships with the pupils too, which has made my role as a
sports coach and Teaching Assistant so much more worthwhile.
What have you enjoyed most this year?
I think the balance between academic and co-curricular activities has
been a great starting point for me this year, and I certainly know that
the experiences I have had will help me when I begin my teaching
qualification. Being a Dunbar Tutor has been great, and I have really
learnt about the importance of pastoral care, in which Pangbourne
College takes so much pride.

DAN COLQUHOUN

What excites you about working here?

When did you begin your role at the College?

The main thing that excites me is the potential that sport will get
even better. I think there is a lot we can do to improve it and the
chance to build upon what we already have is an exciting prospect
for me.

I began in late August with an U15 girls’ pre-season hockey
tournament, before the start of the Michaelmas Term 2018.

What is unique about the College?

ESPORTSPERSON IN RESIDENCEE

Where were you teaching/working before? And what was your role?
I graduated from Cardiff Metropolitan University last summer with a
degree in Sport and Physical Education, so apart from the odd part
time student job, this is my first leap into the “real world”.
Why did you join Pangbourne?

As mentioned previously, I interviewed for a long list of schools and
I don’t think any of those schools had a pastoral system that comes
close to Pangbourne. We have such a great system in place to look
after our pupils and prevent bullying incidents. My younger sister
was the victim of bullying during her last two years at her school
so I understand all too well that looking after our pupils and their
welfare is vital with the incredible help of Mrs Caroline Bond. That, I
believe, is what makes Pangbourne unique.

I had interviewed at a number of schools across the country,
knowing I wanted to go into teaching, and as soon as I attended my
interview day here I knew this was the right choice for me. The staff
made me feel so welcome in comparison to other schools and for
me that’s a big factor in wanting to work somewhere – knowing I am
surrounded by good people. The school’s reputation is outstanding
and I believe I can help the sport at Pangbourne continue to grow.

THE STAFF MADE ME FEEL SO WELCOME IN COMPARISON TO OTHER SCHOOLS AND FOR ME
THAT’S A BIG FACTOR IN WANTING TO WORK SOMEWHERE – KNOWING I AM SURROUNDED BY GOOD PEOPLE.

81

I N T E RV I EW S W I T H N EW S TA F F M E M B E R S

How have you found the school? And the pupils?
I have to keep reminding myself that I have only been here a year.
This says a lot about the way in which I have been welcomed into
the Pangbourne Community and I would actually really like to take
this opportunity to thank all staff and pupils for welcoming me so
warmly. I will never forget my first night in St George and the girls
giving me a huge round of applause to welcome me in!

ANNABEL CRUWYS
ETEACHER OF MFLE

When did you begin your role at the College?
I joined Pangbourne College in September 2018 as Teacher of
German and French. When I joined I took on the role as Visiting
Tutor in St George and have been a Dunbar Academic Tutor.
Where were you teaching / working before? And what was your role?
Before joining Pangbourne, I spent four years studying Modern
Languages and European Studies with French and German at the
University of Bath with a Year Abroad where I divided my time
between six months in France and six months in Germany. Last year,
I worked at the College Alpin Beau Soleil in the Swiss Alps.
Why did you join Pangbourne?
Other than following in my big brother’s [Ryan Cruwys] footsteps?
Not even the views and mountainous life of the Alps could tempt me
to stay after having heard such great things about life at Pangbourne!
It is a school very much like the one I attended and understanding
the “Pangbourne experience” that our pupils experience reminds me
of all of the opportunities that were on offer to my brother and me
that shaped us to be who we are today - probably why we both feel
rather settled at Pangbourne.

What have you enjoyed most this year?
It is almost impossible to pinpoint one moment as I have really enjoyed
doing a little bit of everything. I have loved getting to know my classes
from Form 1 through to Form 5, but have also truly enjoyed having
the chance to coach Netball and Tennis and spending my Monday
evenings in St George getting to know the girls in a more relaxed
environment. Not forgetting seeing my Dunbar tutees every afternoon
and making my ‘Pangbourne’s Got Talent’ debut, of course!
What excites you about working here?
The fact that every day is different and no one day is dull. I think it
is great that there is always something going on in the Pangbourne
calendar. This means that even if I have not necessarily had the time
to get involved in something, I can pop along to all sorts. Whether it
be Divisional competitions, fixtures on Wednesdays and Saturdays
to see our athletes in action or the more relaxed evening activities,
the list is never ending and no matter where you go there is always a
great sense of Team Pangbourne.
What is unique about the College?
I cannot ignore the impressive College Sundays that the pupils
work so hard for (I do not think these will ever cease to impress
me) and the way in which the College offers such a wide range of
opportunities to allow us to see each and every one of our students
in a different light.

NOT EVEN THE VIEWS AND MOUNTAINOUS LIFE OF THE ALPS COULD TEMPT ME TO STAY
AFTER HAVING HEARD SUCH GREAT THINGS ABOUT LIFE AT PANGBOURNE!
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ALEX CORPS
ETEACHER OF ENGLISHE

When did you begin your role at the College?
I started working at Pangbourne College in September 2018. I am
an English teacher, am actively involved in coaching sport, and assist
with the College Choir.
Where were you teaching / working before? And what was your role?
Last year, I was completing my PGCE at Durham University. I was
placed in two very different schools: one a small private school
of around 300 pupils, the other a state school with 1600 pupils.
Before that I spent three years at Kingham Hill School as a Pastoral
Assistant - essentially number two in a boarding house, but also
involved in teaching English, American History and coaching sport.
Why did you join Pangbourne?
I was drawn to Pangbourne by the excellent grades the pupils had
achieved in the previous year’s English GCSEs, the importance
that the College places on extra-curricular enrichment, as well as
the deep-rooted ethos of pastoral care. The beautiful location and
grounds sealed the deal!

How have you found the school? And the pupils?
I’m thoroughly enjoying the variety of co-curricular options that I
can be involved in. The staff and the pupils have been warm and
welcoming, and helped me to settle in quickly.
What have you enjoyed most this year?
Singing in St. Paul’s with the College Choir was a definite highlight,
as was seeing the vast display of talents and abilities at May Revels
and Pangbourne’s Got Talent.
What excites you about working here?
The continued focus on improving academic rigour, the Christian
ethos and the strong focus on pastoral care, and the wide variety of
co-curricular options.
What is unique about the College?
The emphasis the College places on pastoral care really stands out.
And I really enjoy watching the Parades on a Sunday.

I’M THOROUGHLY ENJOYING THE VARIETY OF CO-CURRICULAR OPTIONS THAT I CAN BE INVOLVED IN. THE STAFF
AND THE PUPILS HAVE BEEN WARM AND WELCOMING, AND HELPED ME TO SETTLE IN QUICKLY.
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PIP SANDERS
ESPORTSPERSON IN RESIDENCEE

When did you begin your role at the College?
September 2018.
Where were you teaching / working before? And what was your role?
The King’s School, Canterbury, as a Sports Graduate and in the
boarding house as a Visiting Tutor.
Why did you join Pangbourne?
The community, the fact it’s a small school so that everyone knows
each other, and how clear it is that each individual student matters those are three key things that really made me want to work here.

What have you enjoyed most this year?
The Divisional competitions. Getting everyone together for events
like the 100% race, Come Dine With Me, Sports events - they really
bring the Division together and have been great fun.
What excites you about working here?
Every day is different here, you never quite know what will happen!
Seeing the children develop and succeed, or overcome certain
things, or take part in something they never thought they would take
part in, that is all very satisfying to be a part of.
What is unique about the College?
The Parades. Both Parade practice during the week and College
Sundays. The way the Upper Sixth take responsibility for making
sure the Division is ready for the College Sunday. That’s something
unique to here and it’s impressive to see.

How have you found the school? And the pupils?
Very welcoming! The pupils are full of energy, they always want to help
and do whatever they can to go above and beyond in school life.

THE COMMUNITY, THE FACT IT’S A SMALL SCHOOL SO THAT EVERYONE KNOWS EACH OTHER, AND HOW CLEAR IT IS
THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL STUDENT MATTERS - THOSE ARE THREE KEY THINGS . . .
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For a more visceral type of thrill, I would have to include teaching
Chris Sutton how to play squash, alongside coaching the Pangbourne
First XV of 1992 with Roger Cheeseman, as they had a near unbeaten
season and amassed a huge number of tries. I also dimly recall getting
plied with wine at my first Cadet Captains’ Dinner and being battered
by gleeful students on the dodgems at the Headmaster’s Ball of 1988.
Then there was the final Parade Peter Points took, when he appeared
from Big Side in a full-sized tank….

GERRY PIKE
EHISTORY TEACHERE

How long have you been at Pangbourne?
For over thirty years, or nearly a century of terms!
What positions have you held at the College?
Head of History, House Tutor, Director of Sixth Form Studies, Second
Master, Senior Deputy Head and Deputy Head Academic. I have
also been a rugby and squash coach, an ISI Inspector and Mentor For
Buckingham University PGCE.
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
At Tiffin Boys School, Kingston-upon-Thames, which was very
different to Pangbourne.
Where are you going now – and to what post?
We are moving to South Devon, into a converted barn. The garden
needs landscaping and the outbuildings converting into an annexe
which is a new type of practical project for me. I also intend to travel
extensively and polish my Italian.
What are your highlights from your time at Pangbourne?
The royal visits were very special, as were Founders’ Days with
distinguished Guests of Honour. However, the biggest single event
I had to help organise was the formal opening of the Falklands
Memorial Chapel, given that the Queen and Margaret Thatcher were
both attending, as were many prominent VIPS. Liaising with the BBC
over the broadcast of “Songs of Praise” from the Chapel was also
memorable.

What achievements are you most proud of?
Obviously the collective ones are shared ones. For instance,
promoting and overseeing the introduction of girls to the College was
the most strategic change which went hand-in-hand with broadening
the culture of the College, so it became more academically ambitious
and more caring, in the process, distilling its very distinctive identity.
Indeed, seeing Pangbournians graduate in style on Founders’ Day
always makes me feel inordinately proud of them.
Then there are many, many individual successes logged in my memory:
helping Dan Painter win a place at Magdalen College, Oxford in my
very first year, followed in consecutive years by Alex Tate and Geoff
Canning-Cooke. This academic trailblazing was so important in
exemplifying what could be achieved by academic application and
aspiration.
I also have fond recollections of starting and running the Upper Sixth
Wine Society for some twelve years.
Will you miss Pangbourne?
Yes! Most of all I will miss the buzz of lessons. And the tempo and
intensity of College life, so there was never a dull moment. The
wonderful unpredictability of students, occasionally grumpy and
apathetic, but more often inspiring, quizzical and well-meaning.
How would you best describe the College?
As a sort of soap opera, with a very motley cast and an unbelievable script.

THE ROYAL VISITS WERE VERY SPECIAL, AS WERE
FOUNDERS’ DAYS WITH DISTINGUISHED GUESTS OF
HONOUR. HOWEVER, THE BIGGEST SINGLE EVENT I
HAD TO HELP ORGANISE WAS THE FORMAL OPENING
OF THE FALKLANDS MEMORIAL CHAPEL, GIVEN THAT
THE QUEEN AND MARGARET THATCHER WERE BOTH
ATTENDING.
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What are your highlights from your time at Pangbourne?
Getting the rugby team to one match away from Twickenham was the
biggest highlight. Some of those boys in that team were immense.
There was a real camaraderie amongst the players but also the families
of the players, everyone was so committed - that was a special time.
Directing Othello was amazing! It was a great experience working with
both pupils and staff on a production. I enjoyed being involved in Drama
in general. I also enjoyed when we did Music for a Summer’s Evening,
which was a huge occasion, and I got up and sang Mack the Knife.
A final highlight for me would be the long-term effect of Learning
Support, and the change and turnaround that has had on a number
of children over the years. Helping to create an environment where
certain pupils can really thrive was very satisfying.

ROGER CHEESEMAN
EHEAD OF FILM STUDIES E
EHEAD OF RUGBY E

How long have you been at Pangbourne?
30 years.
What positions have you held at the College?
Assistant Housemaster in both Macquarie and Port Jackson, SENCO
for 15 years, Master in Charge of Rugby, Teacher of English and Film
Studies, and I did get very heavily involved in Drama some years ago
doing choreography.
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
I was at Downside, a big Roman Catholic Boarding School, for 5 years.
Before that I did 7 years at The Clear in Hampshire. So I’ve had 42
years total as a teacher!

What achievements are you most proud of?
It isn’t necessarily a personal achievement but again, it’s what Learning
Support has done for the school. It has become an area where
Pangbourne is incredibly good, and I still have correspondence from
parents thanking the school for what we have done in this regard.
Will you miss Pangbourne?
When you’ve worked somewhere for 30 years, you build up
friendships, you develop a comfortable and familiar environment - you
will certainly miss a lot about that place, of course.
How would you best describe the College?
The College has changed so much since I arrived here. I would best
describe it as a very supportive environment for young people and a
place where they can prosper and develop.

Where are you going now – and to what post?
At 70 you don’t really want to work anymore! I’ll be on call here at the
College for a few jobs, including the rugby, and there are other options
elsewhere. I may actually just go for a bit of peace and quiet.

GETTING THE RUGBY TEAM TO ONE MATCH AWAY FROM TWICKENHAM WAS THE BIGGEST HIGHLIGHT. SOME OF
THOSE BOYS IN THAT TEAM WERE IMMENSE. THERE WAS A REAL CAMARADERIE AMONGST THE PLAYERS BUT ALSO THE
FAMILIES OF THE PLAYERS, EVERYONE WAS SO COMMITTED - THAT WAS A SPECIAL TIME.
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Where are you going now – and to what post?
St Edwards Oxford, Teddy’s as it’s known. I’m going to be a
Housemistress over there, and I’m going to be Head of Netball plus a
PE teacher. I’m really excited - it is daunting! But it will be good for a
change and we’re not too far away which is nice.
What are your highlights from your time at Pangbourne?
There are a few! From the beginning, it would be working in a boys’
boarding house with Chris Sutton and his wife. We got on so well - it
was like our own little family in Macquarie, and I’m actually now
Godmother to one of their children and we see them a lot. He was so
good at his job, so learning from him was a great early highlight.

LUCY HAMBLIN-ROOKE
EHOUSEMISTRESS OF ST GEORGEE

How long have you been at Pangbourne?
I’ve worked here for nine years. I was an assistant in Macquarie for six,
and then three years in St George. Prior to that, as a pupil, I was here
from 2001 - 2008. I’ve been here a long time! My partner Jack was
here as well as a student, he came here as a Sixth Form Rugby Scholar.
The pair of us have been at Pangbourne and known the school a long
time, so moving is quite strange but we need to do it and challenge
ourselves.
What positions have you held at the College?
Student first of course. Then professionally, Sportsperson in
Residence and Head of Girls’ Games, Head of Tennis, Hockey and
Netball, Assistant Housemistress in Macquarie, Housemistress in St
George… I even spent time in the marketing department too!
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
For about 18 months after leaving Pangbourne, I set up my own
business called 360 Degree Vision. I taught myself how to use a
camera to take 360 virtual tours, which at the time was quite new
technology. A couple of estate agents picked up on it and wanted to
use it to market houses with virtual tours rather than conventional
ones. Then my former Head of Girls’ games rang up and asked if I’d
consider the role because she was leaving and it seemed like a great
opportunity.

When I came in there were two girls in a year group in Junior School,
and I thought “Crumbs, how am I going to make a Netball team or a
Hockey team out of this?!” I basically had to go out and find girls, and
I did. That was a real highlight, the girls have really grown in numbers
here and I feel like I’ve been a part of that from day one.
In St George, there are so many moments that have been wonderful
but nights like after Divisional Music when we’ve won and we’re back
in the Gunroom, dancing, celebrating and listening to music. Or
when they are marching on Parade Ground and you think and think to
yourself that they really are a tremendous bunch of girls. Things like
that are very special.
They threw me a surprise birthday party last year and that was very
special too!
What achievements are you most proud of?
Getting the job in St George is my proudest moment and being able to
lead and grow that Division of girls.
Will you miss Pangbourne?
Yes we will miss it. It’s been a huge part of mine and Jack’s lives. The
friends we have in the community and the girls in St George, I’ll really
miss it, but now is the time for us to move on as a new challenge. We
won’t be far away, so I’m sure we’ll be back, and I’m sure people will
hurl abuse at me over the hockey pitch when we play each other!
How would you best describe the College?
Family springs to mind straight away. There’s lots of enthusiasm here,
and it’s a kind environment where I feel everyone can be at ease with
being themselves.

IN ST GEORGE, THERE ARE SO MANY MOMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN WONDERFUL BUT NIGHTS LIKE AFTER DIVISIONAL
MUSIC WHEN WE’VE WON AND WE’RE BACK IN THE GUNROOM, DANCING, CELEBRATING AND LISTENING TO MUSIC. OR
WHEN THEY ARE MARCHING ON PARADE GROUND AND YOU THINK AND THINK TO YOURSELF THAT THEY REALLY ARE A
TREMENDOUS BUNCH OF GIRLS. THINGS LIKE THAT ARE VERY SPECIAL.
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SUSAN BARTON
EHEAD OF EALE

How long have you been at Pangbourne?
I’ve been at Pangbourne since 2000.
What positions have you held at the College?
Initially I was a part-time EFL teacher, then I took over as Head
of Department in 2008. I was also Assistant Exams Officer for a
long time, and I’ve been a Sixth Form Tutor for a few years and an
International Tutor.
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
I was Head of EFL at Cokethorpe School and ESOL teacher at
Abingdon & Witney College of Further Education - I worked at
Pangbourne plus these roles part-time before becoming full time here
when taking over as Head of Department.
Where are you going now – and to what post?
Retirement. I haven’t got any particular plans yet but I’m looking
forward to having no timetable for a while, although I know I’ll quickly
be the busiest I’ve ever been! Travel is on the ‘to-do’ list - as we love
going to Italy, I might learn Italian, as well as brushing up on my
French.
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What are your highlights from your time at Pangbourne?
The Falklands 25th Anniversary and the Pangbourne Centenary seeing Pangbourne at its best for a big occasion when The Queen and
other dignitaries have visited.
What achievements are you most proud of?
My International Tutor role providing continuity for international
students as they have progressed through the school, and seeing
them integrate successfully, helping to ensure they have achieved the
English level required for university entrance.
How would you best describe the College?
A school where pupils are provided with a beautiful campus, amazing
pastoral care and dedicated teachers where they feel that we know
them as individuals and are there to support them through the ups
and downs of school life.

A SCHOOL WHERE PUPILS ARE PROVIDED WITH A
BEAUTIFUL CAMPUS, AMAZING PASTORAL CARE AND
DEDICATED TEACHERS.
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LETITIA RIZAN
EHEAD OF PSYCHOLOGYE

How long have you been at Pangbourne?
Just over three years.
What positions have you held at the College?
Head of Psychology, Visiting Tutor in St George, and Hockey and
Netball coach, including coaching First Team Netball for three years.
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
I was at Badminton School in Bristol.
Where are you going now – and to what post?
I am going to be doing a Sports and Exercise Psychology Masters with
Bristol UWE.

What achievements are you most proud of?
I’m really proud of where the Psychology department is. Small things
are important. For example, when I arrived, there weren’t really any
students considering Psychology at university, but this year we have
a good proportion of the A Level cohort who are keen to carry on
studying the subject which makes me very proud. That’s ultimately
what we want as a department.
Will you miss Pangbourne?
There are so many elements to life here at Pangbourne and there
are certainly a lot of things I’ll miss. The teaching side of things in
particular because I have enjoyed that a lot, but also loads of my
colleagues because it’s a lovely place to work.
How would you best describe the College?
It’s a bit of a bubble in a way - we have a very close-knit community,
and several unique aspects, and we’re a very proud school. We’re
proud of the type of pupils and people we produce.

What are your highlights from your time at Pangbourne?
There are a lot! From a personal and professional point of view, I’ve
got my PGCE and have just finished my NQT year, so that is huge.
At the start, I think I was lacking in some confidence and was not
sure whether I could do it but having made it through that I am really
pleased that everything went smoothly.

WE HAVE A VERY CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITY, AND SEVERAL UNIQUE ASPECTS, AND WE’RE A VERY PROUD SCHOOL.
WE’RE PROUD OF THE TYPE OF PUPILS AND PEOPLE WE PRODUCE.
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BECCA RAYNER

Where are you going now – and to what post?

EDRAMA TEACHERE

I am jet-setting off to Kenya, to Pembroke House school as the Head
of Drama.

How long have you been at Pangbourne?

What achievements are you most proud of?

I’ve been at the College for two years.

I enjoyed writing the Form 3 plays a lot and building good relationships
with my Form 4 dramatists and world leaders of the future! Bringing
back Divisional Drama was a highlight, as was making a fool of myself
in Pangbourne’s Got Talent and going out with a bang. There was also
a particularly memorable win by the third team netballers that was
very satisfying.

What positions have you held at the College?
Drama Teacher, Tutor and House Tutor to the Illawarra Warriors,
Netball expert & fun Tennis Coach.
Where were you working immediately prior to Pangbourne?
I was working at Gresham’s Prep School, Norfolk.

How would you best describe the College?
A community.

I ENJOYED WRITING THE FORM 3 PLAYS A LOT AND BUILDING GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH MY FORM 4 DRAMATISTS AND
WORLD LEADERS OF THE FUTURE!
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SPEECH BY
CHAIRMAN OF
GOVERNORS
REAR ADMIRAL
ROGER LANE-NOTT
HONOURED GUESTS, PARENTS, FELLOW GOVERNORS,
HEADMASTER, STAFF AND STUDENTS.

Victoria has an outstanding career to date, with many achievements
including being Chief Executive Officer for the Invictus Games
2016 in Orlando and the Military Project Leader for the first Invictus
Games in London in 2014, inspiring 14 nations and over 400
athletes to compete.
She has completed a distinguished 21 years’ service within the Royal
Air Force, culminating in the prestigious rank of Group Captain. She
served on numerous deployments around the world she was the Base
Support Commander for 2000 personnel in Afghanistan.

The first is to introduce our Guest of Honour, and the second as the
warm up for the Headmaster’s keynote speech.

Victoria is a passionate sportswoman and dedicates most of her spare
time to promoting sport across various sectors. She is Chief Executive
for GB Snowsport, custodian for the Rugby Centurions, responsible
for creating social impact on a global platform through the rollout of
the Centurions’ ‘Future Leaders’ course for children between the ages
of 11 and 18.

This is one of the few opportunities I will get to speak to you in such
a direct way. So, I hope during the day and over the coming months
when you see me you will not hesitate to come and say hello, as I am
keen to meet as many parents as possible and hear your views.

She is an Invictus Games Strategic Advisor and a Director of a
flourishing Fintech business with a mission to provide solutions for
those who are underserved, overcharged, or excluded by mainstream
financial services, among many other interests.

Now, it is my great pleasure to welcome Victoria Gosling and her
husband Christopher to Pangbourne today.

She was awarded the MBE in 2004 and the OBE in 2014 for her
commitment to RAF Benson and adaptive sports.

I have two roles this morning.
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In between all this, she has found the time to have three young
children!

There are changes coming too in the working week, and Thomas will
cover these.

We are looking forward to what she has to say. Victoria and
Christopher – you are very welcome.

I must, at this point, thank the Headmaster, and all the academic staff
for their unfailing commitment to the College and also to the support
staff, all led by the Bursar, who provide so many vital services to allow
the College to work so well.

From a “State of the Nation” perspective, I would just say that my
fellow Governors and I consider that Pangbourne is in good shape,
despite the many challenges we are facing. Your Governors are
continuing to push forward with investing in the future in all areas.
As Governors, we are only too conscious that life is tough out there
for all parents and in these challenging times. We understand the
affordability issues only too well. So, I would thank you all for your
continued support of this College. Pangbourne is a unique school and
we are determined that we continue to provide a balanced education,
focused on the individual, character and leadership, as well as
academic rigour. We are doing everything we can to control costs and
provide you with both what you want for your son or daughter and
provide value for money.
We are constantly looking for new revenue streams outside fees to
ease the burden and we are still exploring potential partnerships to
build a school in China.

As you know, the Headmaster has been on a very well-earned
sabbatical over the past few months and is now back in the fold. In
his absence we have been very well-served by the Deputy Heads, Will
Williams, Caroline Bond and Rupert Bancroft. My thanks to them for
all they have done and welcome back Thomas.
I would also like to thank my colleagues on the Board of Governors.
They are very much behind-the-scenes and keep a low profile, but
their collective expertise and voluntary commitment is absolutely
crucial to the well-being and progress of the College.
A few weeks ago, we were all shocked by the sudden death of Roger
Barklett. He has been a parent; his wife, Lynne, ran the parents of OPs
and he was a forensic member of the Governors Finance Committee.
Pamela Bale has also retired after 10 years’ dedicated service.

Rest assured we will continue to do our best to give our boys and girls
the best possible preparation to take advantage of the opportunities
available and the life in front of them.

That is all I want to say. We have a great programme arranged for you,
as usual, and I would encourage you to make the most of what is on
offer, culminating with “Beat Retreat” later this afternoon.

In the past 12 months, the refurbishment of the swimming pool has
been completed, we have replaced all the windows in the Study Block,
installed a new heating system, improved the outside appearance,
and we will complete the modernisation of all the classrooms by the
end of the summer. We have upgraded all bathrooms and showers in
Hesperus and Macquarie, and will be seeking planning permission for
significant enhancements to our Boathouse.

And finally, I would just like to extend, to those boys and girls leaving
today, my personal best wishes as they start on the rest of their lives.
As you move forward in life, please remember your time here with
pride and the affection it deserves as a very special, formative period
in your lives.
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Thank you everybody, and have a great day.
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SPEECH BY CHIEF
CADET CAPTAIN
OF THE COLLEGE
AMELIA METCALFE
Good morning ladies and gentlemen, students and teachers.
One thing that I have noticed from my time at Pangbourne is that we
are all encouraged to throw ourselves into any and every opportunity
that is offered to us. The determination of a Pangbournian to ‘seize the
moment’ is something that I believe is derived from the abundance of
opportunities that we find whilst we are here and the support we are
given to commit to such events.
This year I have been thrilled to see that, despite the school being the
biggest it has ever been at 432 pupils, our community has kept these
outgoing qualities.
One of the ways that this has been displayed is through Div Music,
which is always a little too close for comfort at the start of term for
some of the groups!
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But, despite the usual panic, this year it was clear that everyone was
more than happy to give the Pangbourne tradition a go even if they
weren’t musical. The standard of music undoubtedly benefited from
this as the Sixth Form were able to harness individual talent from
across all the years and from numbers that were never before available
(perhaps not helping to lessen the tendency of the boys houses to
appear a bit shouty!).
St George should be praised for their musical performance as the
winners of this event. No mean feat and thoroughly deserved!
Whilst on the subject of music, it would be remiss of me not to
mention the incredible achievements of Forms 3 and 4 during Congers
this year. Despite these Saturday morning rituals not being witnessed
by many parents, they are a key part of the spirit of Team Pangbourne
and something which the pupils typically grow into as they move
up the school. However, this year, the Form 3 and 4 pupils truly
astounded us all with the noise they were making in these sessions and
deserve credit for their willingness to throw themselves into an activity
which can be daunting.
Perhaps this was something they were able to achieve after having
their boundaries pushed at the inaugural Festival of Culture, led by
the Music, English, Art departments and the Library. This included
a talk on Leonardo da Vinci’s, Leicester Codex, from Art Historian

F O U N D E R S ’ D AY

Martin Kemp, along with a life drawing class. Readings of Shakespeare
were also carried out within the English Department and various
explorations of musical genres were enjoyed, some of which the
school is still recovering from!
Another highlight of this year for the pupils would undoubtedly
be the Art trip to New York, where they all found new inspirational
matter and really enjoyed themselves.
However, this was not the only group of Pangbournians to jet off to
America, with the Senior Girls and Boys Rowing crews going to the
Head of the Charles, Boston – the most prestigious Head Race in the
world. This was undoubtedly a fantastic learning experience for all
the crews and one which they have clearly applied to the rest of their
season as the Senior Boys went onto win bronze at the Indoor Rowing
Championships and the National Schools Regatta.
Rugby has also seen a great season this year with the Rugby 7s
winning the County Cup and the Lord Wandsworth College Rugby
7s tournament, as well as making it to the quarter finals of the Rosslyn
Park tournament. All fantastic achievements which show a promising
future for Team Pangbourne.
Whilst the boys achieved success, the girls too had some great
results in Hockey, with a winning season for the 1st XI and the U14s,

who also reached the final of the Berkshire County Championships.
Horse riding also continues to flourish within the College and I
encourage you to visit the lower end of White’s Field during lunch to
see the team in action.
Entrepreneurialism has been stirred amongst the students by the
reinvigoration of Young Enterprise. The Lower Sixth Young Enterprise
team demonstrated true business acumen by winning at Berkshire
level with their ingenious idea of a GPS collar. This achievement is
representative of the dedication and initiative which pupils exerted on
top of an already busy Pangbourne schedule and should be praised.
The area which I believe has best captured the sentiment of
Pangbourne culture this year is the various boarding activities, both
new and old.
Most notable were the inter-Divisional ‘Come Dine With Me’ and
‘Bake Off’ competitions. Both of these inspired the students to work
well together and deploy their various talents, whether that was
cooking, entertainment or design. Whilst there may have been some
interesting outcomes from these challenges – for example, St George
placing the Headmaster in wellies and a bin bag for their festivalthemed event – there were also some amazing examples of what
Pangbournians can achieve when they put their ideas to the test and
pool their efforts, as illustrated by Harbinger’s winning lion cake.
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The return of ‘Pangbourne’s Got Talent’ and Div Dodgeball were as
eventful as last year with some of the costumes, especially from the
Chiefs, being just as questionable but, again, it is the spirit of putting
yourself out there which is embodied by both of these events. Firstly,
in terms of your own personal skills and secondly, physically putting
yourself in front of dangerous dodgeballs.
After looking back at all these highlights of this school year, I feel the
mass of opportunities that I touched on at the start become apparent,
showcasing exactly what enables the Pangbourne spirit.
This is something which stands out to me personally, for this kind of
environment enables people to blossom. For by trying new things, we
can discover who we are, both individually and within a group.
I came to Pangbourne with no idea who I was, but this environment
has allowed me to evolve. Pangbourne allows us all to be different.
This is not something only the staff follow, but something the
whole school buys into. To me, this is the meaning of the inclusive
Pangbourne community and something I will always admire and be
thankful for moving forward.
So, thank you to everyone here from the leavers and me for creating
such a positive and safe place for us all to grow.
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PRIZE
GIVING
WINNERS
SPORTS CUP
Harbinger

HEADMASTER’S CUP
St George

FORM 3

HEADMASTER’S TANKARDS

Susan Li and Jemma Swire-Thompson

Awarded to the outgoing Divisional Chiefs
for their service and leadership

Outstanding Endeavour
Megan Scarborough and Fleuve Williams
FORM 4

Samuel Holloway (Hesperus)

Peter Garnier and Katharine Harper

Matilda Kite (Illawarra)

Outstanding Endeavour
Callum Bond and Rosalind Hart

Peter Hyde (Macquarie)

FORM 5

Bethan Smith (St George)

FORM PRIZES

Emily Greenwood and Andrew Mullins

Awarded for exemplary academic
performance and effort throughout the year

Outstanding Endeavour
Emilia Davis and Poppy Wright

FORM 1
Verity Brickman and Boyd Price
Outstanding Endeavour
Cherise Lamptey-Palmer and Sophia
McAlpine-Swash

LOWER SIXTH FORM
Tia Duffy, Daniel Gosney and Ailsa Yuille
Outstanding Endeavour
Gregory Harbot

FORM 2

UPPER SIXTH FORM

Joe De Halpert and Eva Griffin

Medelaine Hart and Louis Winter

Outstanding Endeavour
Charles Bishop and Nathan Bissett

Outstanding Endeavour
Amelia Metcalfe, Kenny Xu and Cody Zhang
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Toby Draper (Harbinger)

Angus Hearnden (Port Jackson)

F O U N D E R S ’ D AY

WINNERS’
CITATIONS
DRAMA, THE PROMPT BOOK
Madelaine Hart (U6, St George)
Madelaine has been an amazing help in
the Drama department over the last five
years. She has been involved with the
College Productions since she arrived,
being Philostrate in A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Mrs. McGarrigle in The 39 Steps,
King Arthur in Spamalot, Marjarah and an
excellent ensemble member in Arabian
Nights and she finished her fantastic
Drama career as Beatrice in Much Ado
About Nothing.

Verity Brickman receives her Form 1 Prize

Not only has Madelaine been fully involved
with the annual College Productions, she
has always helped out during the Dunbar
and Form 3 Productions, back stage, being
crowd control in the green room or helping
with tickets front of house. She has been
a role model as a Drama Scholar; always
involved, the first to learn lines, supportive
of others with blocking and choreography,
timekeeping, behaviour in rehearsals - every
aspect of Madelaine’s drama life has been
exemplary. It has been a privilege to watch
her grow in confidence and ability and I want
to thank her for her involvement with Drama
over her time here.
I would like to thank Madge for her
professionalism, energy, enthusiasm and sheer
hard work, and wish her luck and much success
and happiness in her future endeavours. The
department already misses her!
Samuel Holloway (U6, Hesperus)
Sam has been at Pangbourne College for
seven years, and he has always had an
involvement with Drama. He was awarded
a Drama Exhibition in Form 3 and has been
involved with the department from that
moment onwards, not only as a performer
but as a technician. He attended Mr
Kearney’s Theatre Tech Club and threw
himself into the varied backstage disciplines
with gusto. As a performer he has been in
every College Production, in A Midsummer
Night’s Dream he was Snout, the joiner,
in The 39 Steps he was McQuarrie, in

Joe De Halpert receives his Form 2 Prize

Peter Garnier (Hesperus) receives his Form 4 Prize
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Spamalot he was Sir Bedevere and he
greatly impressed everyone with his singing
abilities! He was an excellent ensemble
member in Arabian Nights as well as being
Ali Baba’s brother, but he concluded his
dramatic career as Dogberry in Much Ado
About Nothing.
Sam has always been a role model and led
the way for the younger students, his quote
that will live with me and I share often is ‘Go
big, even if it goes wrong!’ He has lived his
life with that attitude, a clear example of
this was during the rehearsals of the musical
‘Spamalot’. He openly admitted he couldn’t
sing, but his was the one voice everyone could
hear over everyone else during the show!

Callum Bond (Harbinger) receives his Form 4 Prize for Outstanding Endeavour

He has always been on time, his behaviour
in rehearsals has always been exemplary.
His line learning skills have always been ‘last
minute’ but have always been forgiven due to
his infectious enthusiasm!
I know he has already started his next venture
and I wish him and Toby much success with
it. I would like to thank Sam for everything he
has done and I know that whatever he puts
his mind to, will all work out in the end. He is
already missed!
MARCUS GRAHAM ART PRIZE
Kristina Hou (U6, St George)
Kristina has benefited from the opportunities
offered through living and studying in
different cultures. She has learnt to
appreciate art in its many forms and has the
passion of a true artist to put in the effort to
meticulously express her ideas.

Emily Greenwood (Illawarra) receives her Form 5 Prize

Archie Relf (U6, Harbinger)
Archie has proven to be an exceptional
photographer, combining both a natural
eye for an image with an ambitious desire to
explore new possibilities. His compositions
manage to combine both a considered and
structural method with a pleasing naturalism.
Often working with highly edited images,
his work has a subtlety of intervention that
demonstrates his sophistication in judging
visual qualities. Intellectually his work is
equally strong, with an impressive ability
to make connections to sources as diverse
as Foucault’s “Discipline and Punish” and
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Daniel Gosney (Harbinger) receives his Lower Sixth Form Prize
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Dante’s “Divine Comedy”. Even more
impressive that the latter was used to explain
the experience of waiting at railway stations.
MUSIC PERFORMANCE PRIZE
Rowan Shields (U6, Macquarie)
Rowan has been incredibly committed both
to the development of his own technical
skill and to encouraging a love of music,
and particularly singing, amongst his fellow
students. He has led others by example as
Choir Captain, and created a wonderfully
supportive and fun environment in the
groups he has been part of. He is a talented
musician and has been a pleasure to work
with, almost becoming a member of the
Music Department in his own right through
the energy and enthusiasm he has poured
into making music in College the best it can
be. He will be missed.
AMBROSE WHITE PRIZE
Abbie Lewis (U6, St George)
Abbie has overcome considerable challenges
during her College career to finish on a high.
From finding it a tough challenge to get up
the Hill to College, to now racing down that
same hill to get on the water, her grit and
resilience have helped her through. From
Mr Bacncroft’s early spotting of “something
special” in her on the water, to the position
of Girls’ Captain of Boats this year, she has
conquered so much. In her position she has
been leading by example, offering support
and encouragement to all the girls in the club
and giving detailed accounts to the whole
College in HM Assembly.
CHRIS MULLINS PRIZE
Awarded to the most improved
mathematician in Form 3
Toshitake Maekawa (Form 3, Hesperus)
KEITH EVANS PRIZE
Awarded to the most public spirited,
supportive and positive member of Form 3
Jemma Swire-Thompson (Form 3,
Illawarra)
NIGEL HOLLEBONE CENTENARY PRIZE
Awarded to the pupil in Form 5 who
demonstrates most the characteristics of a
good citizen
Oliver Chamings (Form 3, Macquarie)

Gregory Harbot (Harbinger) receives the Lower Sixth Form Prize for Outstanding Endeavour

HEADMASTER’S PRIZES

Alexandra Barnes (U6, Illawarra)

Awarded at his discretion for extraordinary
contribution to College life
Dan Atkins (U6, Harbinger)
He is driven and resolute so that success,
whilst hard won, is not a surprise. He has
managed to juggle studies and training
with the only downside being that we have
been unfortunate to see less of him about
College. He has taken the most difficult
decision to leave his friends and spend
more time kayaking miles and miles with
gruelling schedules. He has sacrificed his
last year at Pangbourne to chase his dream
of representing his country at the Olympics.
Keep an eye open to see if he achieves this in
the future!

Alex’s beaming smile lights up the room
when she enters, she is a kind and thoughtful
young lady. She is a team player and a leader.
Whilst happy to help others in their pursuits,
no one who watched her manage the 1st XI
hockey team in warming up and playing will
doubt her combination of grit and charisma.
That same determination to succeed has
been translated to her studies over the last
two terms. Her diligence and in particular,
the occupation of the seat in the library has
helped to set the tone for her year group.

Freya Banky (U6, St George)
Hard-working, selfless and kind, Freya
demonstrates the Flag Values in so many
different ways. She has been an excellent
Deputy Head of House in St George and an
exemplary Peer Mentor, supporting those in
need and always with a smile on her face. A
force to be reckoned with on the sports field,
she has been a committed member of “Team
Pangbourne”. We are all exceptionally proud
of her.

Christian Tivey (U6, Macquarie)
In two short years, Christian has
demonstrated an unrivalled commitment
to Pangbourne College and, through his
endeavours, demonstrated many of our
prized ‘Flag Values’. Industry in lessons and
on the sports field, selfless and kind when
interacting with others around the Division
and showing excellent moral courage as
a member of the Upper Sixth, he will be
remembered in Macquarie as one of the
‘good ones’. If future years model their
attitude and behaviour on his they will go a
long way, as we are sure will Christian.
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Nicholas White (U6, Hesperus)
Nick has excelled this year, in all areas of
College life. Academically he has strived
to do his best, in 1st XV rugby and the
rowing VIII he has given his all. The epitome
of working hard and playing hard. In the
Division he has been a tremendous support
to the leadership team bringing a calm
approach to all problems faced and instilling
enthusiasm in events.
AUSTAIN ANDERSON PRIZE
Bethan Smith (U6, St George)

Rosalind Hart (St George) receives her Form 4 Prize for Outstanding Endeavour

Bethan’s approach to her work has been
exemplary this year. Her application and
effort in completing preps and other
assigned work has set an example for her
peers. She is a talented academic. She
has shown an impressive ability to express
complex and subtle situations in a clear
and structured manner. She takes a keen
interest in understanding how economic
thinking has evolved and developed to reflect
the changing environment. She has shown
a high level of intellectual curiosity and a
determined focus on improving the quality
of her work - attributes which will serve her
well at University. All this and the occasional
opinion too!
JUDE MEMORIAL PRIZE
Tomas Tokovyi (U6, Port Jackson)

Toshitake Maekawa (Form 3, Hesperus) receives the Chris Mullins Prize

Boyd Price receives his Form 1 Prize
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Tomas has been an outstanding student.
He never rests until he has got to the very
heart of an answer and understood the
theory and background behind it. He has
gone out of his way to read a large range
of texts far above the A Level curriculum
in order to enhance his knowledge and
understanding. His greatest attribute is his
desire to learn and to understand Biology
in more depth. The student who loves and
pursues extra reading more than any other,
he also enjoys presenting and explaining
to his peers. Always polite and extremely
hard-working, Tomas wished to keep all his
educational options open and managed to
study for his Ukrainian school leaving exams
(in 13 subjects, I think) which he passed so
successfully last year that he was awarded a
gold medal. Tomas seeks out opportunities
across the world which will enable him to
pursue his studies to the highest level.
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OLD PANGBOURNIAN PRIZE
Chulin Zhang (U6, Hesperus)
Chulin arrived from China with a vision of
success. He chose the College because he
had recognised that it offered a different,
all-round educational experience which
would help him stand out from others as he
moved through life. He was determined to
make the most of every opportunity presented
to him, which I feared might have had an
adverse effect on his academic progress.
He was determined to achieve his DofE
Gold, learn to play the violin and piano from
scratch, sample sports (including rowing)
which he had never participated in before.
Having never attended an English speaking
school before arriving at Pangbourne, it is
even more impressive that he managed to
achieve high grades in his academic subjects
from the start. His time management must be
phenomenal. A true scholar, Chulin works
consistently hard at every problem he is
presented with, yet still manages to make the
end results look effortless. he has shown drive
and determination throughout his studies
which has made him a pleasure to teach. The
chemists say that his love of molecular models
will long outlive his departure!
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S
GOLD MEDALS
Amelia Metcalfe (U6, Illawarra)
Millie’s leadership of the College has been
extremely challenging, to carry the individual
responsibility and recently to support an
Acting Headmaster, takes huge reserves and
grit to persevere when times get tough. Few
may be aware of all the responsibilities that
she has undertaken, such is her independent
drive, she works tirelessly and without
complaint. She takes her duties seriously.
Her compassionate soul has been tested over
the year but never found wanting. She has
been the perfect conduit between students
and the Headmaster, Mrs Bond and Mr
Bancroft. Never ducking away from delivering
tough news or feedback, she certainly kept
the Acting Headmaster on his toes! Within
her peer group she has the utmost respect
and gentle but firm authority. In Division,
she leads by example and embodies all the
flag values. She has a calm, clear authority,
standing up for the individual in need of care.
When relaxing, she is fun and good company
for the girls.

Chulin Zhang (U6, Hesperus) receives the Old Pangbournian Prize

Amelia Metcalfe (U6, Illawarra) receives Her Majesty The Queen’s Gold Medal
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