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HEAD’S

REVIEW
Welcome!

Once again, our Performing Arts teams have blown us
away with the quality of performances at the Advent
It’s the last week of term, and it’s beginning to look a
Service, the Performing Arts Showcase, and our jamlot like Christmas!
packed Musical Theatre Experience Day. Well done to
all of you who took part and performed in all of these
events so superbly - we can’t wait for Just Sing! to
round off 2019 - another incredible year for Performing
Arts. Huge thanks to all our PA staff who have worked
tirelessly to manage so many events in so short a period
- it is testament to your dedication and inspiration that
all these events are such a success.
Many thanks to all of you
who are making this festive
season so enjoyable for the
RMH Community. From the
Nursery and Pre-Prep Nativity
to the Advent Carol Service, we
have enjoyed reflecting on the
Christmas message together,
and have been uplifted by the wonderful performances
of the children and young women across our school.
Grateful thanks to the RMHA for organising a hugely
enjoyable Bazaar, with fantastic stalls from our students.

As we look back on 2019, there are so very many
people to thank. It has been a year of exciting new
developments, as well as challenges, and throughout,
the staff, students and friends of RMH have shown
the strength of our community, the warmth of our
friendships, and the passion for the learning and
development of our students throughout this year.
Thank you to every one of you who make RMH so very
special. Merry Christmas.

Weekend trips for
Boarders and Day Girls

Day girls are warmly invited to join boarders’ trips
that take place on Saturdays and bank holidays - it is a
great way to get to know each other better, and enjoy
time together. Day girls wishing to join us for any of
these trips just need to let Mrs Vallantine or one of the
Boarding staff know. Trips for next term will be:
Date		Trip 					Cost
11/01/20
Hastings 			
£15
25/01/20
Go-karting 				£15
We still have lots of festive activities to come - the junior
Middle Farm 				
£5
school’s Christmas Party, the senior school’s Knights’ 01/02/20
Review, and the whole school Pyramid Christmas Song 08/02/20
Cuckmere River and Birling Gap
free
competitions enable us to come together and relax - 29/02/20
Visit to Roedean 			
free
laughing, singing and dancing our way to the holidays,
Harry Potter Studios 			
£50
and a well-earned rest. Having worked hard all term, it 07/03/20
Brighton Sea Life Centre 		
£15
is lovely to enjoy some time together before the break. 14/03/20

Head’s Review

Performing Arts
Performing Arts Autumn Showcase
The Autumn Showcase evening on the 29th November
brought together a wonderful selection of dance, drama
and musical pieces from the Senior School.
The Senior Choir opened the evening beautifully with
For the Children, with Michaela O. singing a lovely solo at
the end. The LAMDA pieces from Daisy W., Camryn, and
Eleanor and Jemima R. were sassy and heartfelt, and
left the audience wanting more, and the solo dances
from Emma, Carys, Sian and Daisy L. were performed
superbly.
The audience were treated to a varied musical medley
from the Senior Musical Theatre group led by Kate S.
which had the audience toe-tapping along. Bronwen
played a solo piece on the cornet that expertly
demonstrated how the brass family of the orchestra can
be tender and charming, as well as bright and heroic.
Sian, Emma and Carys from Year 11 truly stunned
the audience when they performed their GCSE dance
assessment piece, choreographed by them and
entitled Grenfell, and we were all deeply moved by
their compassionate, tender and respectful dance
commemorating this tragedy.
The evening finished with a captivating performance
of Send in the Clowns by Esme from Year 11. She was
accompanied by Mr Robert Cousins, former Director
of Performing Arts, whom we must also thank for
kindly stepping in at the last minute to be our piano
accompanist throughout the evening.

Sian and Carys Top the Scoreboards
Dance scholars and GCSE Dance students, Carys and
Sian C, recently took part in the International Stars
Regional Qualifier in Hertfordshire. They were the only
two students representing their local dance school and
danced two solos each. Carys was placed 1st in her
contemporary solo and 3rd in tap. Out of 96 dances,
Carys and Sian took the 1st and 2nd highest scores
between them. Carys scored the 2nd highest score of the
day with her contemporary
solo, and Sian once again
showed herself to be a wellchosen ambassador for this
dance competition, as she
achieved the highest score
of the day with her tap solo.
Sian scored an incredible –
and unanimous - 270/270
with not one deduction.
Congratulations Carys and
Sian on these fantastic
accomplishments.

Autumn Term - Issue 6

Academic Spotlight
Snapshot of: Key Stage 3 Humanities
In Geography, the Year 7s have been enjoying their
weather topic and can now explain why we get rain
some days, and on others it is beautiful and sunny but
cold. Last week, they spent a lesson out and about in
the school grounds collecting data and trying to answer
the question “Does Roedean Moira House have a micro
climate?”

Unsung Heroes
Hollie, Year 12 is a huge help in Pre-Prep
PE every week. She is amazing - punctual,
responsible, reliable, mature and she is just
wonderful with the little ones - they love
her. Thank you Hollie!

Megan L., Alex, Ellie S., Darcey R., Beth C., Eva R-W. &
Beth B. have all given up their time this term to support
the PE Department in running our home swimming
galas. Thank you for your school spirit girls!
Mrs Vallantine nominated
Gracie, Year 7, and Poppie, Year
6: for playing with my son Léo
in boarding, playing the piano
History - Year 8 have been looking at the Slave Trade
with him, making him laugh
- the capture, work conditions and attitudes of slaves.
and being so lovely. The RMH Family at its best!
We also considered whether it is ever right to make
someone a slave?
Mrs Standen, who takes part in every
The Year 7s recently
activity with such warmth and energy, has
enjoyed a trip to Battle
been nominated twice for this edition. Mrs
Abbey, which we will
Standen is the personification of the MoHo
be sharing with you in
Spirit – helping out wherever it’s needed,
the next edition of the
taking part in everything, and giving us such loving care
Head’s Review.
and support. In the last few weeks alone, Mrs Standen
has taken part in the Geography Bake Off (the only
staff entrant!); the staff/student/parent Netball, and
stepped in last minute to help out with the Benenden
Swim Gala, she also helped set up Santa’s grotto on her
day off, and was a Christmas Elf (also on a day off) for
the RMHA Bazaar! Thank you Mrs Standen!
In Year 8 R.S. we have been looking at the life of Jesus
- including the questions “Are miracles real?”, and “if so
Another member
does this prove the existence of God?”.
of staff to be
depended on, Mr
Academic Heroes
Pollard has also
been nominated
Mrs Gamester says: I would like to nominate as an unsung hero this week.
Imogen. She has worked so hard in both He is always one of the first
History and RS this term. She gives her best to help anyone if they need it,
effort to every single piece of work.
staff and students alike: in first
Well done Imogen!
aid, in the pool, in Maths and
in general! An all-round good
Mr Walker says: I’d like to nominate Maya
egg! Thank you Mr Pollard!
in Year 11. She has a fantastic attitude to
her Maths studies, takes real pride in the
Whose praises deserve to be sung?
quality of the work she produces and is also
Email us at: news@roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
very thoughtful & considerate.
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Junior News
Nursery and Reception Sensory Trip
We had a wonderful trip
with children from the
Nursery and Reception to
the Towner Art Gallery’s
sensory room, the ‘Fuse
Box’. The children had a
brilliant time exploring a
new environment using
their senses. They looked
at themselves in mirrors,
saw pictures of the natural
world projected onto the
wall, and experienced lots
of textures. There were
interesting lights including bubble lights and coloured
wire lights. Sounds played as we explored and relaxed.

Internet Safety
The Junior girls learned about how to stay safe on the
internet in assembly this week - Mr Kerswell talked to
them about the sort of devices that can access the
internet and how powerful a tool the internet can be.
Girls explored the concepts of how to report something
that they have seen online that worries them, how to
be positive in their online interactions with others, and
the important issue of consent when sharing ideas or
images of others, or using materials that they have
researched. These issues will be explored in further
detail in the girls’ ICT lessons, where they look at
the challenges and benefits of accessing technology
appropriate to their age.

Celebration Assembly
We were delighted to present first Gold Balloons of the
year to Maya S., Lily P-L., Lyla B. and Priya L. in Pre Prep –
their achievements are celebrated on the display board
in the Pre Prep entrance. Also awarded were a first Gold
Balloon for Maia R., alongside gold awards for Bea C.
(4); Giorgia D. (6) and Ava W. (8). Congratulations
girls – it is good to see you working so hard to tackle
community, creative and personal challenges: your
diploma books are something to really be proud of. Also
presented in assembly were letters and certificates for
Emily T. and Bethany G. from the Chestnut Tree House
in recognition of their charity fundraising work from
the Grow £1 event, and a Grade 2 singing certificate for
Agya G. – Well done girls!

Nursery and Pre-Prep Nativity
The Nursery and PrePrep children performed a
wonderful Christmas play for
their families. The children
sang their Christmas songs
beautifully and we had a
lovely party afterwards. We
even had a visit from father
Christmas who came with a
present for each child.
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Thanks and Farewell to Mrs Beck and Mrs Selves
At the end of the term we say goodbye to Mrs Vicki
Beck and Mrs Judith Selves.

The Greatest Showman.

The hour passed quickly, and after a short break in the
glorious winter sunshine, the girls were back to work.
Mrs Beck joined the Junior school This time, the Musical Theatre session focused on
in 2017, working first in Year 1 and Annie and the girls put together a fun routine based on
then in Year 2. She has been an Tomorrow, You’re Never Fully Dressed Without a Smile,
invaluable member of the Junior and I Don’t Need Anything but You, whilst the second
team, enabling our girls to learn more high energy jazz dance session was to the soundtrack
about themselves and the world they from Joseph.
live in through her Mindfulness and
Nature Club activities as well as with After a delicious lunch – thanks to Mr Wakefield and his
her inspirational teaching. She has taught RS and ICT talented team – the two groups reassembled in Swann
in Year 3, coordinated the community balloon activities, Hall and, much to everyone’s delight, shared their
and helped to organise our fabulous Pre Prep production routines with each other.
at the end of this term. Hardly surprising after her own
splendiferous performance as the Fairy Godmother in The final section was for all of the girls together (all 56
of them!), where they sang and practised a performance
the school staff pantomime last year!
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, whilst their parents
Mrs Selves joined the team last year were invited to the Sitting Room for coffee and mince
as a Year 6 teacher. She brought pies. As they waited for ‘the show’ to begin, amidst
with her a passion for drama and much giggling, performers and parents were treated
French, and coordinated a fantastic to a slideshow of action photos that had been taken
European Day of Languages and throughout the day.
our Nativity and Victorian Music Hall
productions. She took over as Head
of Merlin in January and has been a
passionate advocate for our Pyramid system, resulting
in Merlin being crowned overall winners in 2019! Since
September she has been supporting pastoral care both
in the Junior school and the Senior school.
Both staff will be greatly missed and we wish them well
in their next ventures.

Musical Theatre Experience Day

What a treat was in store for all who watched the
high-energy showcase that had been developed as
the day progressed. The audience were cheering and
clapping their girls along and everyone had big grins
on their faces. Mr Wood thanked staff and performers
– particularly our senior
girls who helped out
brilliantly, and then
presented the Ocklynge
girls with a certificate,
before requesting a final
rendition of Supercali…

On Friday 29th November, our junior girls were joined
by Year 5 girls from Ocklynge School for our very first What a fantastic day!
Musical Theatre Experience Day. Without delay, they
were split into two groups to be put through their paces
by our talented experts, Musical Theatre teacher Sherrie
Gauntlett and Dance teacher Emma Cronk. The Matilda
group started with a mash up of songs including When
I Grow Up, Naughty and Revolting Children, which they
practised singing, before transferring them to the stage
in Swann Hall, where effortlessly, they picked up a fun
and energetic routine that showcased individual talents
and also gave an opportunity for all the girls to work
well as an ensemble. In the Dance Studio, the other
group were straight in with a taxing warm up; then, in
keeping with the Musical Theatre Experience theme,
were taught a fun dance routine to a mix of tracks from
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Sports News
Darcey is County Champion for RMH!
We were thrilled to hear that Darcey did superbly in
the 80cm class at the NSEA Show Jumping County
Qualifiers. In a class of 70 riders up to the age of 19, 11
year-old Darcey came 1st to become County Champion!
Darcey will now represent East Sussex and RMH at the
NSEA County National Championships in April 2020.
We are so excited for Darcey, who has shown incredible
determination, passion and resilience to bounce back
from a serious injury and get back in the saddle – it is
wonderful to see you move on and achieve such success.
Well done Darcey!
Don’t forget, if you would like to join the team and
represent RMH in showjumping, dressage or arena
eventing with the NSEA, please get in touch with Miss
Ross: lauraross5@aol.com.

Spotlight on: Swimming
We have had a busy term in the pool with the junior
and senior girls continuing to attend the early morning
swim sessions and Swim Squad activity.
In October the Junior girls swam against Burgess Hill
Girls School; for many this was their first swimming gala
and, despite their nerves, they still swam extraordinarily.
The girls won nearly all of their races and came first
overall for the gala. Congratulations to all swimmers,
and to our captains - Daisy D. and Izzy P. (U11 captains),
Harriet S. and Ava W. (U10 captain & vice), Lucy L. and
Erin H. (U9 A and B captains).

In September our Senior girls travelled to Roedean
School for a quadrangular with Hurst and Burgess Hill.
The squad was a mix of newcomers to gala competitions
and some more experienced members of our swim
squads, and the more senior girls were a great support
to those who hadn’t competed in a gala before. The girls
worked hard in their individual and relay events, with
some notable performances across the board: Year 11
Beth C. achieved first place in her 50m freestyle; Year 8
Alice T. swam a fast 50m butterfly; Olivia M. represented
the school in the open age group relay and swam hard
for the entire 50m; Megan L. showed great form off the
blocks; Darcey R. raced hard and showed exceptional
technique on her turns; Indie A. showed great speed in
both her freestyle legs, and sisters Ellie and Beth B. were
sharp off the blocks and turns. Well done to newcomers
Eva R., Alex B. and Ellie S., competing in their first gala
and showing great potential.
This term also saw all three Senior age groups enter the
Senior Sussex Schools ESSA Relay preliminary round.
The three teams swam hard in both the Freestyle and
Medley relays and did their best in a tough field from
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the top schools around Sussex. The event was held at
the Sovereign Centre, and for several of the swimmers
it was their first gala, having to step in due to injuries in
the intermediate team. Top performances on the day
came in the Senior and Junior Freestyle Relay. Whilst
none of the teams made it through to the next round,
there were some great performances and valuable
lessons learned in gaining top level gala and relay
performance experience.

also achieved some fantastic results, competing in the
100m backstroke, 100m front crawl and 50m backstroke
events and achieving a 1st position in all events.
Both girls at the end of the month competed in the next
round. Daisy achieved 6 medals in 100m fly, 50m back,
50m free, 100m free, 50m fly and 50m breast: achieving
a gold and 5 silvers. Isabella achieved gold medals and
county times in 100m free, 100m back and 50m back.
Both girls have also been selected for the elite squad at
Hailsham Swim Club, where they compete in Division 1
of the Arena League.
In Year 5, Harriet S. did well in the same county open
event, qualifying for three events in her first open meet
- a huge achievement in such a large swim club. Harriet
swam 100m freestyle and smashed her predicted time,
which was based on a shorter sprint distance of 50m,
an extraordinary achievement. Harriet also managed
to knock 3 seconds off of her 50m freestyle PB and is on
the verge of achieving county times.

Year 8 student Olivia M. has been working tirelessly in
the pool, and recently came 4th in her first ever 200m
A large number of our swim squad members also belong breaststroke, narrowly missing out on a bronze medal!
to teams outside of school, and train and represent their This term Olivia has competed in many galas, and club
teams on a weekly basis. This term there have been a championships achieving many PBs in all her races, the
number of county open events with several swimmers highlight of which was achieving a 4 second PB in her
in Years 5 and 6 picking up PBs, as well as medals, with 50m breaststroke.
some achieving county qualifying times.
Well done to all our swimmers – it is a real delight to see
At the start of term, Daisy D. in Year 6 achieved four gold your commitment and mutual support both in and out
medals, with five county qualifying times, to make that of the pool, and congratulations on some truly superb
nine in total for her first county meet. Year 6 Isabella P., results!

Extra-Curricular
Team-Building at Boulder Brighton
On Friday 29th November, Year 9 girls took part in a
Team-Building trip to Boulder Brighton, alongside Mrs
Wakefield and Mrs Barber.
Girls tried their hand at Bouldering which is billed as
‘rock climbing stripped down to its raw essentials’.
They left behind their ropes and harnesses and used
just their hired climbing shoes and safety mats to scale
walls. They had to rely on balance, technique, strength
and thankfully a whole lot of peer support! The girls did
themselves proud working together to overcome the
tricky walls and navigate their routes across the holds.
Well done Year 9!
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RMH Community News
A Living Memorial for Olivia

of Olivia where she can be part of the school forever.

It would have been Olivia’s
birthday on the 28th November, so
it felt a fitting time to plant a living
memorial to the memory of our
wonderful School Knight for 201819.

Throughout her brief time here with us, she loved to
read and could easily go through 50 books a year. I
really hope Olivia can inspire the children to enjoy books
and read more. I have no doubt Olivia will watch over
everyone at Roedean Moira House. The school that she
loved dearly.

The weather was perfect – beautiful and still – for the
ceremony. Girls, staff and Olivia’s friends and family
came together to remember and celebrate her on her
birthday. We were awed by Olivia’s mum’s inspirational
words and poem, and our hearts soared for Olivia along
with the balloons released into the sky as her Mum and
Dad wished their beautiful girl a Happy Birthday.

Thanks again for the overwhelming
love and support the school has
given us during the darkest time of
our lives.

A silver birch was chosen as a living memorial for
Olivia, and it was planted along with Monty the cat,
and a statue of a girl reading to represent Olivia – an
inspiration for our girls to read voraciously as Olivia did.
We hope the school community can continue to take
time to reflect on and continue the memory of Olivia in
our school. As the tree establishes itself, a seating area
will be added to the memorial.
Mrs Chung said: I am writing to express our heartfelt
thanks for the beautiful memorial tree service for Olivia
yesterday. A perfect spot for a wonderful living memory

IMMINENT KEY DATES:
9-13 December: Pyramid Sport Week - Cross
Country
11th December, 2pm: Year 11 Theatre trip
12th December: Y3-6 Just Sing!
12th December: Christmas Lunch
13th December: Mufti - Christmas Jumper Day for
Save the Children
13th December: Final Assembly, Handshaking and
Pyramid Christmas Song Competition
13th December, 12pm: End of Autumn Term
th

@RoedeanMoiraHouse

Happy Birthday Olivia. Thank
you for all the love, laughter and
dedication you brought to our
school. You continue to be an
inspiration to us.

Food for Thought...
”Our time here is short,
but it is only short
if we don’t see each new day
as a new opportunity,
and always seek growth
in everything that we do.”
-Olivia
2000-2019

TERM DATES 2019-20:
5th January: Boarders return
6th January: Spring Term begins
8th February: Open Day (TBC)
14th February, 4.15pm - 23rd February: Half Term
27th March, 12pm: End of Spring Term
19th April: Boarders Return
20th April: Summer Term begins
8th May: Bank Holiday (school closed)
9th May: Open Day (TBC)
22nd May, 4.15 - 31st May: Half Term
26th June, 12pm: End of Summer Term

www.roedeanmoirahouse.co.uk
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