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December 2019  
 
 

Friday, December 6th  
4:00-6:00pm, PTA Skating Party, Skate City 
 

Monday, December 9th  
PTA TOYS FOR TOTS TOY DRIVE thru Friday, December 13th   
 

Tuesday, December 10th  
7:00pm, 1st Grade Concert 
 

Thursday, December 12th  
7:30am, PTA Donuts with Grownups (K-2 and SLC) 
6:00-7:00pm, 6th Grade International Fair 
 

Friday, December 13th   
7:30am, PTA Donuts with Grownups (K-2 and SLC) 
8:45am-1:45pm, 5th Grade to Chiefs Stadium 
 

Monday, December 16th  
7:00pm, 6th Grade Orchestra at Shawnee Mission South 
 

Tuesday, December 17th   
7:00pm, PTA Meeting 
 

Friday, December 20th   
10:15-10:45pm, Winter Parties 

12:30pm EARLY DISMISSAL 
 

Monday, December 23rd thru Friday, January 3rd  

**NO SCHOOL – WINTER BREAK** 
 

Monday, January 6th  

SCHOOL RESUMES FOR STUDENTS 
Beginning of 3rd Quarter 
 

 
 
 

 

Oak Park-Carpenter Motto 
Oak Park-Carpenter students are on time, 

on task, and on a mission. 
Our mission is:  LEARNING! 

 

Jennifer Morgan, Principal 
Shawnee Mission Public Schools 

10000 Nieman Road, Overland Park, KS 
66214 

913-993-4100 jennifermorgan@smsd.org  
Home Page: http://oakparkcarpenter.com  

mailto:jennifermorgan@smsd.org
http://oakparkcarpenter.com/


 

From the Principal 
  

Please read the schedule for Dec 20, 2019: 
 

 10:15-10:45 Classroom parties  
o If you are not assisting with the party please do not come into 

the building until 10:10a.   

 Early dismissal lunch schedule: 
o Please don’t plan on coming for lunch this day, early dismissal 

lunch schedule seating is challenging.  Anyway, you will have 
them for lunch for many days over the holiday.   
 

We are getting close to the end of our first semester.  Please check the 
Skyward system, and with your child’s teacher, to make sure your child’s 
work has been completed.  Grades will be posted on January 6th.  
  
End of the semester assessments have started, and we will review the data 
to make adjustments in our teaching and student learning.  The information 
we obtain from assessment results is very important for us to make sure we 
are providing each student with instruction that is meaningful and 
effective.  Please encourage your child to do his or her best by making sure 
they get a good night’s sleep, eat a good breakfast and are at school on 
time.   
  
Thank you for the great participation in our school activities and for 
volunteering this semester.  We have a wonderful, supportive community, 
and I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else.  Please continue to let me know 
when you or someone in our school community is in need of assistance; we 
are a family, and we take care of one another.   
  
During winter break, your students will leave their iPads at 
school.  We need them to be fully charged, and they will be locked in a 
secure location.  Grades will be completed, and the chance of damage or 
loss during the holidays is much greater.    
  
  
Have a safe and happy holiday!   
Mrs. Morgan 

  



Thank you to all our families who participated in 
the We Care, I Can Food drive benefitting the 

Johnson County Christmas Bureau!  
  

We collected approximately 450 items! 
 

 

 
Student Council members who helped pack boxes are:  Delaney Fescoe, Daniel Conrady and Chloe Swan 
 

 



 

Two steps are now required to complete the MVP process: 

1) Attend an in-person training- 

Please visit https://www.smsd.org/families/volunteer-mvp for 

currently scheduled sessions. 
 

2) Visit Validity Screening to complete the online background      

screening process. This information will be provided at the           

training.  
 

Thank you for completing the MVP process and 

volunteering at Oak Park-Carpenter! 
**MVP process must be completed before attending ANY field trip** 

 
 

   

Thank you, PTA, for your generous support of field trips!  

This monetary support enables Oak Park-Carpenter students to experience enhancement of their 

education through visits to museums and living history sites, science and social studies programs, 

and live theater and musical performances.  Without the PTA’s support, many of these field trips 

would not be possible.  Thank you to all PTA members! 
 

https://www.smsd.org/families/volunteer-mvp


Parents, 
You do not have permission to come into the school or onto school property and take pictures of any 

child except your own, unless it is used for our yearbook. 

Please DO NOT Post or Share Pictures of Our 
Students on any Website or on ANY Social Media 

 

 

REMINDER ABOUT ATTENDANCE REPORTING GUIDELINES 
 

Parents, if your child is going to be late or absent, please call the 24/7 attendance hotline:  

the number is (913) 993-4188.  Please try to do this by 8:30 a.m. the morning of the absence. 

Please note that the nurse does not do attendance or receive these messages.  If you need to 

discuss a specific issue with her, first report the absence to the hotline, then call the nurse 

directly at (913) 993-4102.  Alerting the teacher is appreciated, however we also require 

that you report the absence to the hotline.    Thank you for your diligence in this matter.  

The safety and accountability for your children are of the utmost importance to us. 

 
 

District Policy on Returned Checks 
 

The district has a returned check policy that began June 1, 2007.  All returned checks are processed 

by a collection agency and a $30 fee is assessed for each returned item to cover the cost of 

these services.  This is in addition to any charges assessed by your bank.  Since the charge is being 

assessed by the agency for their service, the charge cannot be waived.  You may want to ask your 

local bank about overdraft protection services.   

 
 

A Request from the Office & Cashier- 
 
Please make a note of your child’s name, grade level, and teacher on ALL CHECKS BEING 
SENT TO THE SCHOOL.  Thank you!  
 
 

SKYWARD ONLINE VERIFICATION 
 
Please complete your child’s Skyward Online Verification.  If you have not given permission for 
your child’s photo release, they will not be able to appear in our yearbook.  Please call the office at 
913-993-4100 if you need any help with the Skyward Online Verification process.  Thank you! 
 

 



 

 



 
 
 



  



 
  



 

Wishing all the OAK PARK-CARPENTER FAMILIES  

A Wonderful Holiday Season!  

 

~ THE LUNCH LADIES ~  

Martha Berry ~ Jessica Bryson ~ Emily Wakefield ~ Alexis Bajich  

 

 

ACCOUNT INFORMATION:   

· Each child has ONE account. It is used for Breakfast/Lunch/Ala Carte   

· Breakfast = $1.45 Lunch = $2.70  

· Milk 55cents or Juice (only) 50cents each   

· Visitor Lunch = $4.10 (exact change please!)   

  

PAYMENT INFORMATION:   

· Please include your child’s ID# on all checks.   

· One check can be used for multiple student accounts.   

  

ALA CARTE PURCHASES:   

If your child has a negative, low or zero balance please send money to purchase milk or juice. It 

cannot be charged to the account.    

  

NEGATIVE BALANCES:  

Please call Food Service at 913/993-9710 to make payments toward your negative balances.   

There is no $3 service fee when calling this number.  

  

FREE MEAL STATUS:  

If you are on the Free Meal program, this includes Breakfast AND Lunch. It is for MEALS only. 

If your child brings a sack lunch, they must bring a drink or have 50cents/55cents to purchase 

milk/juice, it cannot be charged to their account.  

  

FREE/REDUCED MEALS:  

Applications can be found at www.smsd.org    

QUESTIONS? Please call us at 913/993-4104  

 



 

FOOD SERVICE….Did you know………… 

 

Did you know ways to keep you and your family healthy during the holiday 

season?  Please follow these 4 basic food safety steps to reduce the risk of 

foodborne illness: Clean, Separate, Cook, and Chill. 

Clean 

 Hand washing is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of foodborne 

illness.  Remember to wash your hands with soap and water for 20 

seconds before and after handling food. 

 Wash all kitchen counters, dishes, and utensils with hot soapy water. 

Separate 

 Prevent cross-contamination by keeping raw meat, poultry, seafood and 

eggs separate from all other foods. 

 Designate one cutting board for fresh produce and another for raw meat, 

poultry, seafood, and eggs. 

 Replace empty platters instead of adding fresh food to a dish that 

already had food on it. 

Cook 

 Use a food thermometer to ensure your foods have been cooked to the 

proper minimum internal temperature. 

 Keep food at 140° F or above after cooking. 

 Microwave food thoroughly to 165° F. 

Chill 

 Refrigerate perishable foods within 2 hours.  Remember to store leftovers 

within 2 hours as well. 

 Cooling food rapidly helps prevent bacterial growth. Large amounts of 

food should be divided into smaller containers before refrigerating. 

 Know when to throw food out.  When in doubt, throw it out. 

 

Don’t forget – if your child receives free or reduced meals, they are eligible for 

one breakfast and one lunch per day as part of this benefit.  All breakfast and 

lunch meal choices are available for all students regardless of eligibility status.  

 

The school breakfast menus, lunch menus, and other nutrition information are 

available on the district’s website at 

https://www.smsd.org/about/departments/food-service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.smsd.org/about/departments/food-service


 



 
 

 

 
 

December 2019 Nurse’s Notes 

 

 
 

 

 

Illness Exclusion Policies 
 
Per the Johnson County Health Department - Persons with a case 
of influenza should stay home for five days from the time the 
illness begins or until the individual is fever free for 24 hours 
without the aid of fever reducing medications, whichever is 
longer. 
 
 
To protect your child and to prevent illness from spreading, keep 
your child home if ANY of these contagious symptoms are 
present: 
 

 Temperature of 100 degrees or higher 
 Severe sore throat, headache, or cough 

 Undiagnosed rash or skin lesions 

 Diarrhea or vomiting 
 Red or discharging eyes 

 **Students must be free of fever, 

vomiting, or diarrhea – WITHOUT 
MEDICINE - for 24 hours before returning 

to school. 

 
 
 



 

OPC Illness Update 
 

**PLEASE CONTINUE TO REPORT NEW CASES OF 
PNEUMONIA & ALL CASES OF INFLUENZA** 

OPC continues to have students and staff being diagnosed with 
pneumonia.  In addition, influenza season is upon us.  Please 
remember – and remind your children of – the following steps to 
help prevent the spread of illness: 

 Wash hands frequently and thoroughly – scrub with soap for 
15 seconds, long enough to sing the Happy Birthday song 2 
times 

 Cough and sneeze into your elbow or a tissue 

 STAY HOME when you are sick to prevent the spread of 
viruses & bacteria.  Follow the exclusion policies for 
influenza and other illnesses (see below) 

 Get a flu vaccine 
 Do not touch your eyes, nose, mouth throughout the day 

 
 

Hydration, Hydration, Hydration – Great Gift Idea 
 

Every student needs to bring a water bottle to school every day!  

Keeping hydrated is important for maintaining good health as well 

as recovering from illness and feeling better in general.  Please help 

your child(ren) remember to bring their water bottle each and every 

day! 

 
 

 

Julie Johnson, RN, BSN and Kristen Vandeloo, RN, BSN 

913.993.4102      913.993.4197  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Parents, please take this form to your child’s next dental appointment.  We encourage 

you to seek dental care for your child at least once a year.  Thank you for your 

concern. 

School Dental Health Form                                                                 

 
 
Student Section: 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Name: _______________________________   Age: ____   Grade:___________ 

School:  Oak Park-Carpenter Elementary                                 City:  _______________________________________________ 

 
To students and parents:  The purpose of requesting each student to have his/her teeth 
examined by the dentist at least once each year, or more often if the dentist so advises, is to 
discover dental defects and infection, if present, in the beginning.  By doing this, treatment can 
be given with the least amount of discomfort to the student and at the lowest cost to the parent.  
Pain, sickness, and unnecessary loss of teeth resulting from dental diseases are thereby also 
prevented.  You are therefore urged to take this form to your family dentist and have any 
necessary dental work done as soon as possible.  When the dentist has signed the form, please 
return it to the school.. 

Date:  03/31/19                         Teacher or School Nurse:  Julie Johnson,                                                                                      

RN, BSN 

 

Dentist Section:  Please circle choice A or choice B 

A. I have examined the teeth of the above student and find no fillings, extractions, or cleaning needed.. 

B. I have completed the necessary dental work for this student.      

                Date:_______________                             DDS                                                                                                                            __ 

                                  42-16017 


