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OVERVIEW 

The Kindergarten experience at Park combines vibrant 
academic investigations with meaningful social explorations. 
Drawing from the Responsive Classroom approach to learning, 
the Kindergarten curriculum guides students through a 
progression of developmentally appropriate academic units 
while encouraging students to cultivate a sense of social 
responsibility and cultural understanding. All content is 
purposefully selected to engage students as they work 
together to create a caring, respectful classroom community. 
Students come to understand what it means to be a caring 
classmate, as well as part of a larger community. Students 
build an awareness of the impact of individual choices on the 
classroom community, for the purpose of striving to be our 
best selves. The curriculum promotes social, emotional, and 
academic growth for each student.

As five- and six-year-olds begin to perceive and internalize 
the world around them, their ability to deal with new ideas 
and concepts increases. Teachers work to build a culturally 
responsive and growth mindset community, so that all 
students feel safe taking risks and sharing their voice. Children 
are challenged to incorporate new ideas, think critically, ask 
questions, and solve problems. Play, both in the classroom and 
on the playground, is an essential element of the emotional, 
social, and intellectual life of the Kindergarten child. Purposeful 
play is embedded throughout the day, providing an important 
means of social interaction through which children learn to 
express and understand their own feelings and those of others. 

Kindergarten provides opportunities for more formalized 
instruction in literacy, social studies, mathematics, and science. 
The curriculum offers variety throughout the year, using 
emergent themes as well as a focus on the themes of identity 
and community. Kindergarten students build understanding of 
wants vs. needs, and how we  might serve the communities 
around us. The Kindergarten experience is further enriched 
by weekly science, library, music, and PE lessons outside the 
classroom. Kindergarten classrooms have access to shared 
sets of iPads, giving students and teachers the ability to utilize 
age-appropriate and collaborative tools to further enhance 
classroom investigations. 

During the Kindergarten year, students new to Park integrate 

beautifully with those who have moved up from PreK, forming 
one vibrant and supportive community of young learners. 

LITERACY 

A wide range of early literacy skills exists among five and six-
year-olds. Our program provides a multi-faceted presentation 
of literacy and includes activities focused on reading, writing, 
communicating, and listening.

Reading 
In Kindergarten, literacy involves recognizing rhymes, 
scooping syllables, and segmenting sounds of spoken 
words. Building upon their letter recognition skills, 
students learn letter sounds and how to blend sounds 
to read words. Reading involves interpreting pictures, 
reading words, and retelling stories. The goal for 
all children is to develop a life-long love of reading. 
Classrooms have extensive libraries that include a variety 
of genres and levels. 

Writing 
Supplies for writing and bookmaking are always available. 
Teachers implement The Teacher’s College Writing Units 
of Study to develop the foundation for strong early writing 
skills. Using the writing workshop model, the children 
create narrative and persuasive writing pieces as well as 
write “how to” books. Students are encouraged to use 
a phonetic spelling approach, giving them control over 
their own writing. Students also have opportunities to 
tell their stories individually and in shared group writing 
activities. They see the impact and value of their ideas 
and stories. Students emerge as story-tellers, having 
learned the value of communicating for a purpose. 

Spelling and Handwriting 
A sequenced progression of phonics skills is taught 
throughout the year using the Wilson Fundations program, 
and this learning is supported with a web-based phonetic 
program, Lexia. This includes uppercase and lowercase 
letter recognition, letter formation and sounds, and 
blending and segmenting three and four-letter words. 
High frequency words are introduced throughout the 
year for reading and spelling mastery. 
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MATHEMATICS 

The goal of our math program is to promote deep 
understanding of mathematics and to develop mathematically 
proficient students who can think, reason, model and solve 
problems. All students in Kindergarten – Grade 5 use the 
Investigations 3rd Edition program. Park provides opportunities 
for all students to build a strong foundation of mathematical 
knowledge while engaging in rich, meaningful, and cognitively 
demanding activities. Students use mathematical tools and 
representations to model and solve problems, and are asked to 
communicate their thinking clearly. Students are expected to 
do more than memorize steps and procedures, but to develop 
a rigorous understanding of mathematical ideas, compute with 
fluency, and appreciate the breadth and depth of mathematics. 

Number and Operations 
Whole Numbers: Counting is a central focus, as it is the 
basis for understanding the number system. Students 
have many opportunities to count and create sets, to 
count aloud, and to write and interpret numerals. They 
develop visual images for quantities and a sense of 
the relationship between them (10 is more than 5; 4 is 
less than 6; each counting number is one more, etc.). 
The counting work also serves as a bridge to putting 
together and breaking apart numbers. Young students 
develop their understanding of addition and subtraction 
by having many opportunities to count, visualize, model, 
solve, and discuss different types of problems. 

Patterns and Algebraic Thinking: Students sort related 
objects and numbers into groups and identify attributes 
as they begin their work with algebraic thinking. As they 
consider the number system and counting, they grapple 
with ideas like the number of objects in a set is fixed no 
matter how it is arranged or counted and the question: 
does order matter when counting? 

Data Analysis 
Students sort groups of objects according to their 
attributes and organize data (e.g. favorite lunch foods) 
into different categories. Students begin to understand 
the processes involved in data analysis by choosing and 
posing a question, determining how to record responses, 
and counting and making sense of the results. Work 
comparing, counting, ordering, and representing 
quantities is at the base of these data investigations. 

Geometry and Measurement 
Geometry: Students identify, describe, and compare 
two-dimensional (2-D) and three dimensional (3-D) 
geometric shapes. They discuss characteristics such as 
size, shape, function, and attributes such as the number 
of sides or faces while composing and decomposing 2-D 
and 3-D shapes. 

Measurement: Measurement work begins with 
students’ real-world experiences. Kindergarteners are 
introduced to length as a dimension and use direct 
comparison to compare lengths of objects. Students 
use multiple non-standard units and apply their 
counting skills to measurement contexts (e.g. cubes, 
craft sticks) to quantify length and to consider whether 
particular measurement strategies result in accurate 
measurements. Like the work with linear measurement, 
students’ initial exploration of weight focuses on the 
direct comparison of objects in order to answer the 
question:“How much does it weigh?” 

SCIENCE 

Kindergarten science builds on a child’s natural sense of 
wonder. The curriculum focuses on the yearlong essential 
question: “What does change look like?” To discover the answer, 
students study monarch butterflies, the concept of farm-to-
table, seeds-to-plants-to-flowers, and the growth of chicks. 
Within each of these change topics, children learn to make 
predictions, observe carefully, and record observations, just as 
scientists do. Kindergarten science is supplemented by field 
trips and hands-on experiments. 

Classes meet twice each week for 30-minute sessions.

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Throughout the Kindergarten year, idea of community is 
explored in a progression, from the classroom to the school 
to beyond our campus. With a focus on meaningful classroom 
experiences, there is an acknowledgment that there are a variety 
of communities that students may belong to. Recognition of 
this is one way that we explore the value of similarities and 
differences among us. We explore varied cultural identifiers 
and help our young learners develop understanding of and 
appreciation for how people are different in all kinds of ways. 
These studies plant the seeds for lifelong conversations about 
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topics within social justice.

The social studies curriculum includes an inquiry focused on 
wants vs. needs, promoting an investigation of what we believe 
all children need and deserve to have to be safe, healthy, and to 
thrive. Whether making plans to participate in food preparation 
at a soup kitchen, curating book lists to share with local shelters 
housing single moms and their young children, or  investigating 
preventative healthcare initiatives in local communities, our 
students begin to explore how to go beyond learning about 
the problems in our communities to taking action. This theme 
of changemakers is woven into inquiry projects throughout the 
year. With all that we know about the world, how can we work 
to change what isn’t just or what we believe can be better? 
This is the question that guides so much of our curriculum. 
Kindergarten students explore individuals who have served 
as changemakers in communities small and large. Moving 
beyond the school community, students look at famous artists 
through the lens of changemaking. Throughout this study, 
students are introduced to national and international artists 
of varied ethnic backgrounds, gender, and styles. Students 
learn about how these artists impacted their communities 
and develop an appreciation for the diverse body of work and 
the varied ways that one can express themselves through art. 
Many artists were changemakers in their time, taking risks to 
challenge conventional art and push people to think outside 
the box.  Students have the opportunity to express themselves 
by experimenting with various artists’ techniques, and working 
to create their own body of work. As the culminating event, 
the Kindergartners curate their own exhibits to share with the 
community. 

MUSIC 

In Kindergarten, children participate in a wide range of musical 
activities that include music listening, improvised and directed 
movement, percussion instrumental playing, rhythmic 
notation reading, singing, and performing. General music 
instruction is in alignment with the National Association for 
Music Education standards. 

Consideration of the young child’s growing abilities, both 
physical and cognitive, is reflected in the selection of materials. 
For example, songs generally span the range of one octave, 
have short phrases, are thematically appealing to young 
children, and include some movement or dance. In both solo 
and group work, vocal quality and the discrimination of high-
low, fast-slow, melodic direction, and rhythm are emphasized. 

Percussion instrument playing develops fine and gross motor 
skills, rhythmic accuracy, and improvisational skills. Attention 
is given to the historical, cultural, and social context of music 
through listening, discussion, movement, and stories. 

Park’s music program helps to foster creativity and self-
expression, while developing the student’s music skills. 
Performances and informances are used as learning tools and 
are opportunities for students to demonstrate what they are 
learning in music class. 

Classes meet three times per week in 30-minute sessions. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In Kindergarten, children explore their physical capabilities 
and develop physical skills at their own pace. Movement 
exploration, perceptual motor development, the development 
of fundamental physical skills, and the importance of physical 
fitness are emphasized. 

Each class begins with warm-up exercises and basic physical 
fitness concepts. Important aspects of the program include 
the development of basic movement skills (running, jumping, 
balancing, etc.), ball skills, work with small manipulatives 
(bean bags, hoops, etc.), short and long jump-rope skills, and 
rhythmic activities. The children also explore balance beams 
and other gymnastic equipment, climb, and negotiate a variety 
of obstacle courses. Teamwork is developed through parachute 
activities, partner activities, and the introduction of simple 
group games and relays. Throughout the program, individual 
exploration is stressed, and the teachers strive to make the 
children’s introduction to the world of physical education a 
happy and enjoyable experience. 

Classes meet three times per week in 30-minute sessions. 

LIBRARY 

For Kindergarten students, the library is an open treasure 
chest of books. During weekly, 30-minute visits, students 
are encouraged to borrow books that expand their interests 
and preferences, with special emphasis on picture books and 
beginning readers’ fiction and non-fiction. Classes introduce 
students to elementary principles of library organization, 
model genre fundamentals, and inspire students to think about 
how writers and illustrators enhance the meaning of books. 
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Hands-on projects reinforce the written and visual qualities 
of the book, and Kindergarten students are introduced to 
the Library Makerspace. Lessons are designed to further the 
connection between the library and the classroom curriculum. 
Author visits occur occasionally during the school year, giving 
students the opportunity to meet the people responsible for 
the books and stories they love. 
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