
THE PARK
SC HOOL

THE PARK SCHOOL
2019-2020    CURRICULUM GUIDE

GRADE 3



THE PARK SCHOOL • CURRICULUM GUIDE 2019-20 •  17

OVERVIEW 

The beginning of Grade 3 marks a significant transition and 
step forward in children’s academic and social lives at school. 
It is a year when the fundamental skills acquired in earlier 
grades can be applied to more difficult and complex tasks. 

Students enter the Grade 3 year with boundless energy and 
a sense of growing competence and confidence in their skills 
as readers and thinkers. As eight- and nine-year-olds, they 
become more empathetic, industrious, and responsible. The 
curriculum encourages the children to move from concrete 
to more abstract thinking. Third graders’ natural curiosity 
also leads them to investigative research and problem-
solving. As the year progresses, they delight in working more 
independently. Homework becomes routine as students 
are asked to complete nightly reading, math, and writing 
assignments. Teachers’ expectations of their students’ ability 
to complete assignments, work in cooperative groups, and 
resolve peer conflicts increase as third graders continue 
to build the skills of communication, collaboration, critical 
thinking, and creativity. While enjoying these greater 
challenges, students also are learning to manage their time 
and energy more effectively. Students are each assigned a Park 
School Google Account and a one-to-one device for use at 
school, giving students and teachers the ability to access age-
appropriate and collaborative tools whenever they are needed. 

Third graders begin their mornings with community-building 
meetings in their homerooms, and participate in Morning 
Meeting every Tuesday. Highlights of the third grade 
year include a yearlong study of Native Peoples of North 
America, field trips to Plimoth Plantation and Harvard’s 
Peabody Museum, a celebration of Harvest Feast, and music 
informances for Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Day and Yule 
Festival. A culminating event of the Grade 3 year is May Day, a 
long-standing Park tradition that features Grade 3 students in 
music and dance. 

LITERACY 

Students entering Grade 3 are beginning to feel more solid 
in their confidence with reading and writing and are eager to 
put their rapidly developing skills to work. The language arts 
curriculum strives to teach children the skills they need to 
absorb information through reading and to express themselves 
through writing and speaking. 

Reading 
In Grade 3, students study the elements of different 
literary genres and deepen their thinking about the books 
they read. Third graders read daily from books of their 
own choosing, books shared by a small group, or books 
assigned by their classroom teacher. They learn about 
the universal elements found in literature (characters, 
settings, problems, and solutions) and to identify 
nonfiction text features and text organization by noting 
main ideas and supporting details. Students also learn to 
read more deeply for the author’s meaning in fiction and 
nonfiction by learning to make inferences about the text 
and beyond. 

Writing 
Third graders practice the craft of writing by focusing 
on the process: idea generation, rehearsal, drafting, 
and revising. Throughout the year, students write 
personal and fictional narratives, persuasive letters, 
and informational books on topics of their own choice. 
In all forms, they strive for clarity and eloquence by 
focusing on the structure and craft elements of each 
genre. They learn to recognize complete sentences and 
to understand paragraph structure. Students take pride 
in polished, completed products and increase their self-
confidence as writers. 

Grammar and  Mechanics
Students in Grade 3 begin to study the elements of 
grammar including subjects, pronouns, predicates, and 
phrases that describe them, as another tool for looking 
at writing and understanding simple sentences. They 
continue to learn, practice, and use the rules for correct 
capitalization and punctuation. 

Vocabulary and Spelling 
Students focus on phonic patterns, high frequency 
words, and word structure to improve their facility with 
spelling. Third graders become familiar with phonic 
patterns within words by engaging in word sorts. Their 
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vocabulary study encompasses homophones, the 
meanings of prefixes, and learning new words in the 
context of reading. 

MATHEMATICS 

The goal of our math program is to promote deep 
understanding of mathematics and to develop mathematically 
proficient students who can think, reason, model and solve 
problems. All students in Kindergarten – Grade 5 use the 
Investigations 3rd Edition program. Park provides opportunities 
for all students to build a strong foundation of mathematical 
knowledge while engaging in rich, meaningful, and cognitively 
demanding activities. Students use mathematical tools and 
representations to model and solve problems and are asked to 
communicate their thinking clearly. Students are expected to 
do more than memorize steps and procedures, but to develop 
a rigorous understanding of mathematical ideas, compute with 
fluency, and appreciate the breadth and depth of mathematics. 

Number and Operations 
Whole Numbers: Students expand their understanding 
of the base-ten number system to 1,000. The Grade 
3 course supports the development of fluency with 
addition and subtraction. Students investigate the 
properties of multiplication and division, including the 
inverse relationship between these two operations, and 
develop strategies for solving multiplication and division 
problems. 

Fractions: Students use fractions and mixed numbers 
as they solve sharing problems and build wholes from 
fractional parts. Students are introduced to decimal 
fractions (0.50 and 0.25) in the context of money, and 
gain familiarity with fraction and decimal equivalents 
involving halves and fourths. 

Geometry and Measurement 
Students study the attributes of 2-D shapes and use 
these attributes for classification. They measure length 
and perimeter with both US standard and metric units. 
They find area, identify the internal angles of a rectangle 
or square as 90 degrees, and use right angles as a 
benchmark in considering the sizes of other angles. 

Patterns and Algebraic Thinking 
Students study situations of change over time, using 
tables and graphs to examine and compare constant 

rates of growth. Students use a known quantity to 
determine an unknown quantity in a variety of contexts. 

Data Analysis 
Third graders learn how to read, describe, and interpret 
data while recognizing the differences between 
numerical and categorical data. Students evaluate the 
best ways to collect and organize data, and they learn 
that the questions they pose and the way they conduct a 
study can impact the results. 

SCIENCE 

This inquiry-based program is designed to accomplish two 
important goals: to provide exciting experiences that extend 
children’s fascination with the world and to help children learn 
the scientific skills and concepts they will need in school and 
in life. 

Animal Migration: Students learn about global and local 
animal migrations, why scientists study migrations, and 
which animals migrate over the Park School campus. 
Students learn to identify species, make accurate counts, 
and record data. 

Electricity and Circuits: Grade 3 students observe and 
study static electricity, batteries, and electricity in 
nature. Class time is devoted to learning about and 
building electric circuits with SwitchOn® electric circuit 
kits. Students learn to follow diagrams carefully and to 
construct electric circuitry. 

Liquids, Solids, and Powder Chemistry: Students work 
together to learn appropriate lab techniques, including 
measuring liquids and solids, and to record data 
carefully. They learn that careful, accurate measuring 
and recording are essential in lab work. 

Inventors and Inventions: Using the Internet and the 
library, third graders research inventors and inventions. 
Each year’s research takes a particular focus (e.g. female, 
African American, and 20th century inventors). 

Biodiversity: In the spring, students look at various 
groups of animals, plants, and fungi at Park, learn to 
identify some species, and discover their local and global 
ecological roles. 

Classes meet twice each week in 40-minute sessions. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grade 3 social studies is a project-oriented course of study that 
explores the relationship between people and place. Our work 
is guided by and grounded in the following essential questions: 
Who are Native Americans? What is power and who has it? Who 
is affected by power and how? How does where you live affect how 
you live?

Over the course of this yearlong study, your children will 
investigate the rich diversity of traditional and modern 
cultures of Native American communities, including the 
Wampanoag in the Northeast, the Hopi and Navajo in the 
Southwest, the Tlingit in the Northwest, and the Lakota in the 
Great Plains. Students will understand that while there may 
be some similarities among Native cultures, each is varied 
and rich in language, history, traditions, and beliefs owing to 
the differences in landscape and climate of their respective 
regions.  

Students practice thinking critically and understanding the 
concept of multiple points of view. Throughout the year, 
students will explore stereotypes, including an in-depth study 
of the Native American experience. Additionally, students 
examine the contributions of Native people to our country’s 
history and culture.

The approach to projects that third graders create is always to 
respect and honor the work of Native people. We strive to be 
culturally responsive, and we are aware that developmentally-
appropriate student construction of Native designs do not 
necessarily result in accurate representations of Native art 
and culture, yet these projects lead to more meaningful 
understanding. The projects focus on developing the students’ 
engineering, collaboration, and design-thinking skills, while 
exploring Native technologies and engineering innovations still 
in use today.

ART 

The Grade 3 curriculum is designed to expand, develop, and 
hone each student’s knowledge of art concepts and technical 
skills. Students continue to draw and paint from observation 
and their imagination. They have an opportunity to study 
traditional art-making techniques from other cultures, as well 
as develop their own. Teachers encourage students to share 
ideas, work cooperatively, and take pride in their artwork. 

Over the course of the year, students rotate through three 
distinct art studios, meeting for 40-minute classes twice each 
week. 

Studio I 
Students draw detailed and realistic self-portraits. They 
surround the portrait with pictures or symbols that have 
important personal meaning. Colored with bold and 
brilliant craypas, the portrait is finished with a shiny 
acrylic glaze. Using clay, students create imaginative clay 
dragons that are glazed and fired in a kiln. 

Studio II 
This studio focuses on color and shape. Students continue 
to practice painting skills, experiment with brushes, and 
use new techniques to mix colors. Third graders look at 
and discuss the work of realistic and abstract artists. 
Using landscapes as a theme, students create original 
scenes on paper and small canvas. 

Studio III 
Experiencing the woodworking studio for the first time, 
third graders learn the expectations for this studio and 
how to use the tools effectively and safely. In conjunction 
with their study of Pacific Northwest Indians, students 
craft wooden paddles modeled on those traditionally 
used by these indigenous people. In students’ first studio 
in the woodshop, they learn effective problem-solving 
techniques as they shape their rough-cut planks into 
paddles, using planes, scrapers and files. By engaging in 
this process, third graders experience something of the 
effort, purpose, and talent that these indigenous people 
applied to their crafts. 
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MUSIC 

The general music curriculum, in alignment with the National 
Association for Music Education standards, consists of singing, 
listening, playing, performing, and movement. Through music, 
children discover and explore the concepts of tone color, 
harmony, texture, dynamics, melody, rhythm, and form. 

A typical class includes music reading and dictation, singing, 
rhythmic response through body movement, and instrument 
playing. Students develop rhythmic coordination and vocal 
accuracy. They focus on quarter note, eighth note, sixteenth 
note, half note, and whole note combinations along with their 
various rests. They also work on the pitches do, re, mi, sol, and la 
in various combinations. In addition to percussion instrument 
playing, third graders also begin soprano recorder instruction 
during the spring term. Recorder instruction develops sight-
singing, rhythm reading, music writing and solo and ensemble 
instrument playing skills. Attention is given to the historical, 
cultural, and social context of the music. 

Park’s music program helps to foster creativity and self-
expression, while developing the student’s music skills. 
Performances and informances are used as learning tools and 
are opportunities for students to demonstrate what they are 
learning in music class. 

Classes meet two times per week in 40-minute sessions. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The third grade Physical Education program aims to expand 
children’s awareness of movement, extend skills learned 
in previous years in preparation for more dynamic game 
situations, and introduce  the importance of physical fitness 
through a variety of activities. 

Classes begin with warm-up exercises, strengthening and 
physical fitness. Students explore movement, develop sport 
skills, and play lead-up games. Group problem-solving 
challenges, such as Project Adventure, emphasize the 
importance of cooperation in achieving a common goal. Good 
sportsmanship, fair play and respect for individual differences 
are stressed at all times. One of the year’s highlights is learning 
the Maypole and Morris stick dances for May Day. 

Classes meet three times per week in 40-minute sessions. 

LIBRARY 

Grade 3 students demonstrate a blossoming critical ability; 
weekly library lessons encourage active student participation. 
Students begin to use the library more independently. 
Instruction on the use of the School’s library catalog builds the 
foundation of essential online research skills. 

Classes promote critical thinking skills through book evaluation 
and the examination of cultural bias and stereotypes. The 
students’ one-to-one iPad program extends into the library 
curriculum to include digital storytelling that reflects their 
learning. Librarians introduce the very best in transitional 
chapter books and lengthier works of fiction and non-fiction. 
Students deepen their understanding of non-fiction through 
participating in a National Book Award contest. Visiting 
authors enrich the library experience by bringing children into 
the world of books with a direct connection to the material. 

GRADE 3


