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OVERVIEW 

Sixth graders are creative, energetic, and hardworking. 
They enter the Upper Division excited about the many new 
opportunities before them and ready to take on increased 
responsibilities. In the fall, students experience a three-
day, two-night, class trip to New Hampshire that focuses on 
individual and group challenges, community living, and risk-
taking in a structured environment. The trip is organized and 
led by the sixth grade advisors who capitalize on its potential 
for community building. 

The Grade 6 year is structured so that it provides a comfortable 
transition between the Middle and Upper Divisions. Students 
take five academic classes: math, science, English, social 
studies, and, for the first time, a foreign language. English 
and social studies are taught together and have the feel of 
a homeroom. Each of the remaining subjects is taught by a 
different teacher and students travel independently to different 
classrooms. Academic work in the sixth grade is a balance 
between assignments that demand a new level of depth and 
more abstract thinking, and the teaching of specific skills 
and strategies. Sixth graders receive up to 20 to 30 minutes 
of homework per subject each night, including the weekend. 
In addition to their academic classes, they have art, physical 
education, growth education, and music during the school day. 
In Grade 6, students are each assigned a Park School Google 
Account and a Chromebook for use at school and at home, 
giving students and teachers the ability to create, share, and 
collaborate on projects. 

Sixth graders enjoy greater independence. At recess, for 
example, they may choose how they want to spend their time, 
from playing outside or in the gym, to working or reading in 
the library, to joining any number of student organizations 
such as Pangaea or Green Club. Sixth graders also have more 
after-school options. Most students elect to play on a sports 
team, take part in the winter musical or spring play, or stay for 
study hall. Starting in Grade 6, each Upper Division student is 
part of a small advisory group made up of five or six students 
and one teacher. This group meets daily to eat lunch together 
once per week. The three purposes of advisory are academic 
advising, community and communication, and relationships 
and recreation.

The year is characterized by the enthusiasm and curiosity of 
eleven- and twelve-year-olds and the delight with which they 
design and build a model house, read Shakespeare, wear a Park 
athletic uniform, begin a foreign language, and much more. 

ENGLISH: AN EXPLORATION OF COURAGE IN 
LITERATURE & OURSELVES 

In Grade 6, the literature program enables students to examine 
a variety of literary genres and styles. Students begin the 
year reviewing summer reading and the basics of expository 
writing. They examine Facing The Lion by Joseph Lemasolai 
Lekuton and other summer novels focusing on the theme of 
courage, followed by units on short stories and poetry. They 
then delve into a study of longer texts, including Shakespeare’s 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Mildred Taylor’s Roll of Thunder: 
Hear My Cry, and The Giver by Lois Lowry. Class time is focused 
on the elements and structures of poetry, plays, and novels. 
Students strengthen literal comprehension while moving 
toward figurative interpretation. Through discussion, sixth 
graders work to strengthen both their voice and listening 
skills, and they practice supporting their opinions with textual 
evidence. They build skills in recognizing, understanding, and 
applying a variety of literary devices. 

Students create a variety of written pieces throughout the 
year, both creative and analytical. Sixth graders are asked 
to use textual support for their arguments and to hone their 
editing and revision skills. With a focus on proofreading and 
rewriting, and with regular use of Chromebooks and Google 
Docs, students increase their proficiency. Students pay close 
attention to strong sentences, coherent paragraphs, and 
accurate word choice and usage; and they practice supporting 
their ideas with precise details. Additionally, students spend 
time building their creative voices through the writing of poetry 
and multiple personal narratives. 

Students build grammar and vocabulary skills as part of their 
daily reading and writing work, but sixth graders also engage 
in dedicated grammar work. Students study the basic parts 
of speech with an emphasis on nouns, subjects, verbs (action 
vs linking), punctuation, and types of sentences. Grammar 
work in class is supplemented by online practice with the IXL 
program. 

Each week, nine 45-minute classes are devoted to a team taught 
blended English and social studies curriculum. 
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MATHEMATICS 

In the sixth-grade math course, students learn to understand 
the concepts behind computation in preparation for pre-
algebraic concepts and properties. Teachers emphasize 
estimation and gauging the reasonableness of an answer as 
a measure of understanding. By focusing on number fluency, 
students should be able to add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
whole numbers, fractions, and decimals by hand accurately 
and with reasonable speed by the end of the year. Throughout 
the year, sixth graders focus on geometry, examining 
perimeter, area, angle measurements and relationships, as well 
as polygon properties. Other topics include number theory, 
scale and measurement, ratio and proportion, percent and 
integers. Non-routine problem-solving strategies and practice 
are incorporated on a daily basis and through weekly sets of 
problems. 

Grade 6 students participate in a major activity called the 
“House Project,” which involves many topics including 
measurement, scale drawing, area, and spreadsheets. 
Students incorporate what they learn in science class about 
of the impact of climate and green building design to inform 
their own floorplanning. Each student designs a house, putting 
to use the concepts of perimeter and area learned throughout 
the year. Sixth graders spend three days building model houses 
based on their plans. 

Sixth-grade math uses selected units from the Connected 
Mathematics Program as well as additional materials from a 
variety of sources. Students in the sixth grade are sectioned 
homogeneously to work with peers who learn at a similar pace 
and who are performing at the same level in math. All sections 
are taught the topics described above, though some classes 
may learn certain topics at greater depth. 

Students may also choose to participate in the Grades 5 and 
6 Math Team, which practices twice weekly from October 
through March and competes in three meets against local 
Brookline schools. 

Math classes meet five times per week in 45-minute sessions. 

SCIENCE 

Students begin their year in Grade 6 science by “zooming in” 
and exploring life, cells, and the human body.  Through labs 
and hands-on investigations, data collection, research, and 
current events, students investigate the structure and function 
of specific body systems and the many interrelationships. 
Opportunities for meaningful hands-on investigations include: 
skin cells and hair sample microscope observations, reaction 
time lab, sheep heart and sheep eye dissections, heart rate 
lab, and 20/20 vision lab.  The unit culminates with a “Dr. 
Day” where students select interests and learn about different 
specialties from visiting parent physicians. 

Mid year, students develop engineering skills with a unit on 
robotics. Students work in pairs and at their own ability and 
pace to solve engineering and programming challenges. They 
use sensors and programming skills to build, program, and 
test an EV3 robot for various challenges such as “Don’t Hit the 
Pedestrian,” “Escape the Box,” and an EV3 Olympics.

The final unit in Grade 6 focuses on energy: forms it can take, 
heat transfer, earth’s energy systems, factors that affect climate, 
and the many complexities of the systems driving climate 
change. This learning serves as a basis for an interdisciplinary 
math/science house project, where students research the 
climate of a chosen location and apply passive solar principles 
to design and construct an energy-efficient model house. 
Design of a solar panel installation on each model house and 
research about a second renewable energy source provides 
background for the building. In all science activities, students 
are learning to ask thoughtful questions, make careful, detailed 
observations, use senses, tools and technology to collect data, 
problem solve, and develop explanations based on evidence. 

In addition to the regular units, students in Grade 6 are one of 
several grade level stewards of the Outdoor Learning Garden. 
They help plan, plant, and harvest crops, while learning about 
soil, the importance of composting, and photosynthesis. 
Students also have the opportunity to participate in science 
club during recess and explore science topics outside the 
curriculum or in greater depth.

Classes meet four times per week in 45-minute sessions. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES: AFRICA 

During the Grade 6 year, students begin developing a more 
mature understanding of social studies as the complex 
interweaving of geography, history, and culture. Furthermore, 
students begin to explore their own identities as members 
of various societies and communities — local, national, and 
global.

Sixth graders begin by examining misconceptions about Africa 
as well as prominent stereotypes about Africans. Essential 
questions in this unit are: What are my misconceptions and 
stereotypes? How can we raise our awareness of the power 
of stereotypes and reduce the influence that they have on our 
behavior? 

Students then spend time learning the physical geography 
(landforms and waterways) of Africa. Over the course of the 
year, students will build upon this foundation as they learn 
about Africa’s climates and political geography, while applying 
what they are learning to their study of history and cultures. 

Equipped with a growing sense of place, students embark 
on a journey through pre-colonial Africa. Guiding questions 
that they explore are: What allowed early humans to make the 
lifestyle shift from hunter-gatherer to early farming settlements to 
city-states and empires? What is an empire? Why were Ghana and 
Mali so successful? What was happening in other areas of Africa?

During the second half of the year, students explore the 
twin themes of cultural contact and conflict, using African-
European relations as a springboard. Students closely examine 
the idea of race as a social concept and its impact on society 
and human history. Armed with this deeper understanding, 
sixth graders consider the effects of the trans-Atlantic slave 
trade and European colonization, and they investigate African 
responses. The year concludes with a focus on modern South 
Africa, providing students with the opportunity, both in class 
and through independent research, to confront historical 
struggles for self-determination under and since apartheid. 

Each week, nine 45-minute classes are devoted to a blended English 
and social studies curriculum with the same teacher. 

FRENCH, LATIN, MANDARIN, SPANISH 

Students entering Grade 6 elect one language from among the 
four offerings to study during their years in the Upper Division 
at Park. Grade 6 language courses set a solid foundation on 
which students build their future studies in this area. Upon 
completion of the Grade 6 language courses, students are 
approximately midway through a level 1 high school course.

Language classes meet four times per week for 45 minutes. 

GRADE 6 FRENCH 

The online textbook series T’es branché (Level I) forms the 
core of the Grade 6 French curriculum at Park. This program is 
designed to offer students opportunities to learn idiomatic and 
current, contemporary expressions in French, to focus on three 
modes of communication (interpersonal, presentational, and 
interpretive) and to ensure that students become proficient 
in the four language skill areas of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. Cultural understanding is at the heart of global 
citizenship; French students at Park develop an awareness and 
a positive regard for those in the Francophone world whose 
language, culture, religion, and views may be different from 
their own. 

In Grade 6, students learn to speak about themselves, their 
families, and others; to express needs, likes, dislikes, and 
preferences; to identify the day, date, seasons, weather, and 
time; to talk about common items at home and at school; to 
extend, accept, and refuse invitations, to discuss where they 
and others are going; and to ask yes/no questions and simple 
information questions. While students focus on listening and 
speaking skills in the early months of the year, grammatical 
structures covered during the second half of the year include 
affirmative and negative present-tense conjugations of regular 
-er verbs and of the irregular verbs préférer, avoir, être and aller; 
the concept of gender, number, and agreement in language; and 
the position of adjectives and adverbs in sentences. As student 
proficiency increases, the amount of instructional French in 
the classroom also increases. Lessons are often supplemented 
with music, art, poetry, video, and French-language internet 
resources, particularly those relating to current events in the 
Francophone world. 
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GRADE 6 LATIN 

The Cambridge Latin Course textbook series forms the core 
of the Latin curriculum at Park. This program aims to teach 
comprehension of the Latin language for reading purposes, to 
develop an understanding of the history and culture of Ancient 
Roman civilization and to encourage the application of Latin 
knowledge to the studies of English, history, and science. 

Students in their first year of studying the Latin language use 
the Cambridge Latin Course Unit 1 as their primary text. Studies 
focus on vocabulary and grammatical foundations that include 
three noun declensions, four verb conjugations, degrees of 
adjectives, personal pronouns, and the present, perfect, and 
imperfect verb tenses. Students regularly compose writings in 
Latin, implementing their growing vocabulary and knowledge 
of grammatical structures. Cultural activities include studies 
of classical mythology and history, examinations of Roman 
archaeological sites, and hands-on interdisciplinary projects. 

GRADE 6 MANDARIN 

The textbook Integrated Chinese, Volume 1 forms the core 
of the Mandarin curriculum at Park. This program focuses 
on understanding basic Mandarin spoken at normal speed, 
speaking well enough to communicate with native speakers, 
expressing themselves in writing, reading introductory texts, 
and appreciating significant features of the countries and 
regions where Mandarin is spoken. As students progress in 
their proficiency, Mandarin is increasingly the language of 
instruction. 

Lessons one through three are taught in the Grade 6 course. 
Grammar points include structures to form yes/no, tag, 
affirmative + negative, and alternative questions, the verb  
“姓, 叫, 是, 有, 请, 想”, the adverb “也, 都, 还”, measure words, 
particle “的”, and verb+object as a detachable compound. 
Vocabulary includes a focus on greetings, family, dates, time, 
and hobbies. Students learn to read and write 175 commonly 
used Chinese characters. Cultural studies include ancient 
Chinese inventions, the education system, Chinese calligraphy, 
and Lunar New Year. 

GRADE 6 SPANISH 

The textbook series ¡Avancemos! forms the core of the Spanish 
curriculum at Park. This program focuses on understanding 

basic Spanish spoken at normal speed, speaking well enough 
to communicate with native speakers, expressing themselves 
in writing, reading introductory texts, and appreciating 
significant features of the countries and regions where 
Spanish is spoken. As students progress in their proficiency, 
Spanish is increasingly the language of instruction. Lessons are 
supplemented with music, poetry, film, and other multimedia 
resources. 

Grammar, vocabulary, and cultural studies are taught in the 
Grade 6 Spanish course. Grammar points include the present 
and near future tenses of regular and some irregular verbs, 
direct object pronouns, comparisons, possessive adjectives, as 
well as idiomatic expressions with the verb tener. Vocabulary 
includes activities, personal and physical descriptions, school 
topics, telling time, emotions, family, clothing and colors. 
Cultural studies focus on Spanish-speaking communities in 
the United States, school life in Mexico, foods and traditional 
cooking in Puerto Rico, and shopping in Spain. 

ART 

Throughout the year, students in Grade 6 use two- and three-
dimensional media to express their ideas. They apply their 
knowledge of materials and learn to choose appropriate 
techniques as they draw, paint, sculpt with clay, and construct 
with wood. The projects require planning, individual and group 
problem-solving, and a cooperative atmosphere in the studio. 

Over the course of the year, students rotate through three distinct 
art studios, meeting for 45-minute classes twice each week. 

Studio I 
Sixth graders explore composition and painting 
technique through the lens of a master painter. Students 
receive a tiny piece of a large mystery painting and 
work cooperatively to complete the large “puzzle” 
of a final painting, learning how to enlarge an image 
through creating corresponding grids on both the small 
piece of painting they receive and a large blank sheet. 
They carefully examine the technique, brushwork, 
composition, shape, and contours of the original master 
painting and reproduce their own much larger version. 
Finally, the large painting pieces will be assembled to 
reveal the final painting. 

Studio II 
Students study traditional masks of Africa, their 
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symbolism, and their ceremonial purposes. After 
carefully examining common attributes, students design 
their own masks on paper. Then, using their drawings as 
inspiration, they create clay masks which are fired in the 
kiln, glazed, fired again and later embellished with beads, 
raffia, and other traditional adornments. In addition 
to this project, students research a variety of African 
animals and create a series of sketches that will be used 
to create cutouts of the animals at sunset. Students use 
oil pastels to create a colorful sky and cut black paper to 
create the landscape, trees, and animal silhouettes. 

Studio III 
Students learn how teamwork, careful planning, and jigs 
make it possible to handcraft a fine piece of furniture. 
Simple and understated in its appearance, the final 
project is comprised of only four boards that mechanically 
interlock to form a sturdy bench/table. Each project is 
crafted out of a plank of poplar. After careful marking and 
measuring, students utilize a host of hand tools, including 
Japanese-style pull saws, miter saws, coping saws, block 
planes, special pattern-maker planes, hand drills, rasps 
and sanding blocks in its construction. An emphasis is 
placed on craftsmanship and attention to detail. 

MUSIC

The music program is designed to provide an opportunity 
for students to become actively involved in four basic areas 
of musical experience: creation, performance, listening, and 
history. 

Students study a wide variety of vocal and instrumental 
music from various genres. Students also examine the music 
culture of Africa and explore polyrhythms and basic African 
drumming technique in conjunction with the Grade 6 social 
studies curriculum. Attention is given to the historical, cultural, 
and social context of the music. 

Sixth graders continue to build upon their music theory 
knowledge from previous years as they analyze music and play 
a variety of untuned and tuned instruments. An understanding 
of melody, rhythm, harmony, timbre, and musical form is 
emphasized throughout all activities. In addition, time is spent 
developing the self-confidence and the physical and mental 
discipline of musical performance, while also learning to be an 
adept critical listener and a polite, supportive member of an 
audience. 

Park’s music program helps to foster creativity and self-
expression, while developing the student’s music skills. 
Performances and informances are used as learning tools and 
are opportunities for students to demonstrate what they are 
learning in music class. General music instruction at Park is 
aligned with the National Association for Music Education 
standards.

Music classes meet two times per week in 45-minute sessions.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The Grade 6 program encourages each student to progress at 
his or her own rate and allows for individual differences and 
interests. The sixth grade program begins with a unit designed 
to prepare students for the cooperative challenges they will 
experience during their camping trip to Merrowvista in New 
Hampshire. Activities include field hockey, basketball, racket 
sports, dance, juggling, softball, lacrosse, track & field, and 
team handball. Cooperative activities and group challenges are 
also an important part of the curriculum. Emphasis is placed 
on further development of fundamental skills, such as basic 
positioning, rules, and team play. Throughout all activities, 
students are encouraged to strive for their personal best, play 
with good sportsmanship, and enjoy physical activity. 

Sixth graders are exposed to a variety of fitness activities and 
concepts throughout the year. Seven movement patterns that 
are key to everyday function are assessed using Gray Cook’s 
“Functional Movement Screen.” This assessment informs 
the quality of individual students’ movement in all activities 
and helps personalize corrective exercises for warm-ups and 
workouts. 

Physical education classes meet three times per week in 45-minute 
periods. 

GROWTH EDUCATION 

The Growth Education program provides an opportunity for 
students to discuss the difficult issues of pre-adolescence and 
adolescence in a safe, structured, and confidential environment 
with the understanding that students should be exposed to 
information and issues at least two years prior to perceived 
needs. The curriculum is cyclical in nature so that specific 
topics are revisited with the assumption that students will 
bring greater understanding, experience and maturity to the 
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discussion. Class discussions are augmented with factual and 
dramatic videos, group dynamics exercises, and occasional 
outside speakers. 

The sixth grade course promotes strategies for middle school 
success in an initial unit on how to be an organized student, 
which focuses on specific steps to help students thrive in the 
Upper Division. Teachers continue to emphasize the value of 
individual worth and personal responsibility, the importance 
of factual information, use of good communication skills, and 
consideration of others throughout the year. Students also 
examine and discuss friendships, relationships and the power 
of groups; consent; teasing and bullying and their prevention, 
along with the respectful use of technology; a review of puberty 
and personal health which includes mindfulness, nutrition and 
sleep; and an introduction to drug and alcohol use and abuse, 
with a focus on the dangers of vaping. 

Growth Education classes meet once each week for a 45-minute 
period and are team-taught by two faculty members. The course is 
not graded and students do not receive written comments. 

LIBRARY 

Grade 6 students come to the library throughout the year 
for classes, continuing their explorations in literature and 
identifying how Park’s extensive library resources relate to 
their studies in all areas of the curriculum. Through inquiry 
and research with materials in print and digital formats, 
they expand their information-seeking and critical thinking 
skills. They practice expressing their ideas using multimedia 
applications. The librarian and classroom teachers collaborate 
as specific projects are undertaken. Student-led book talks are 
a vital component of the library curriculum, designed to further 
students’ enjoyment while deepening their presentation 
skills. The writing of opinion letters furthers the pursuit of 
information, while building empathy for and engagement 
with a broader learning community. The Library Makerspace 
Publishing area is accessible for students to personalize their 
use and presentation of information.
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