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OVERVIEW 

Eighth grade students enter the school year poised to take 
on greater responsibility for their learning and to take on 
leadership positions throughout the School. Now able to 
think more abstractly, they tackle significant milestones in the 
academic, athletic, and artistic realms of the program. Their 
desire for independence and responsibility meets with exciting 
challenges in the curriculum as they seek to define themselves 
as individuals and as members of a group. 

In the Grade 8 year, students begin to explore their place in the 
context of community as they consider both their immediate 
Park School community as well as the larger world. In all of 
their work, the Grade 8 curriculum invites students to think 
deeply and to make important connections – including global 
ones as they travel overseas in March. Eighth graders focus 
on leadership and service and develop their own voices as 
advocates for the things they care about most.

In Grade 8, students are each assigned a Park School Google 
Account and a Chromebook for use at school and at home, 
giving students and teachers the ability to create, share, and 
collaborate on projects. Growth Education classes provide a 
forum to discuss the dynamics of relationships, self-awareness, 
and the adolescent’s drive to test boundaries. 

Eighth graders at Park routinely find this year one that seals 
lifelong relationships, offers countless opportunities for 
personal growth, and prepares them for the rigors of high 
school. The culminating graduation for the eighth grade 
celebrates each individual member of the class. Park students 
themselves find that they leave their elementary years with 
a solid foundation and boundless connections to the world 
through their classmates and teachers. 

ENGLISH: CONFIDENCE, COMPLEXITY, AND CORE BE-
LIEFS

Grade 8 English focuses on increasing students’ confidence in 
moving toward more complex figurative interpretations in both 
reading and writing. Classes are run seminar style, and students 
are expected to come to class ready to be active participants: 
question, engage, wonder, disagree, and express their ideas. 

Students begin the year discussing summer reading, which 
consists of poetry, a mix of classic and new novels, and graphic 
novels. Texts studied during the year include Sherman Alexi’s 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian, Sandra Cisneros’ 
The House on Mango Street, and William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet, as well as a variety of classic and modern poetry. 

Students write on a weekly basis, keeping journals, notes, 
and thoughts from their reading and discussions. Numerous 
formal essays are composed during the year, as well as several 
personal narratives.  As this course places an emphasis on 
perspective taking, students examine NPR’s This I Believe essay 
series to explore the belief systems of characters, authors, 
poets, classmates, and – ultimately – themselves. Each student 
composes and publishes an essay about a personal, core belief. 
Other formal writing is generated by the literature and by the 
individual student’s experience. Emphasis is placed on refining 
previously acquired critical and creative skills, on expanding 
ideas into fully developed and lengthier essays, and on writing 
within time constraints. With guided feedback from their 
teachers, students are encouraged to outline, draft, refine, and 
rewrite. The last writing project of the year is the creation of a 
published, detailed, deeply personal, annotated anthology of 
poems. 

Eighth graders have a dedicated grammar unit in the middle 
of the year. Students cement their understanding of parts of 
speech and sentence structure by learning how to diagram 
sentences. Students also are taught how to use more complex 
punctuation, focusing on comma usage, throughout the year. 
Vocabulary exposure and acquisition is incorporated into 
reading and writing work. 

English classes meet five times per week in 45-minute sessions. 

MATHEMATICS: ALGEBRA I 

In this course, eighth graders gain understanding of algebraic 
concepts, facility in the use of all algorithms learned in Algebra 
I, and analysis of patterns, tables, and graphs for various 
functions. They also develop the ability to use algebraic 
methods to solve a variety of applications and problems. 
Throughout the year, students hone problem-solving skills 
using real world data, graphing calculators, and Desmos, a 
web-based graphing software program. 

All students in Grade 8 take a complete year of algebra. 
Students are sectioned homogeneously to work with peers 
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who learn at a similar pace and who are performing at the same 
level in math. All sections learn the Algebra I material including 
linear functions, linear systems, inequalities, exponential 
functions, and quadratic functions. Through the study of each 
function, students apply their understanding by designing 
tests or activities to generate, collect and analyze their own 
data. To conclude the year, students develop and apply their 
understanding of all of these various functions to design and 
write code to create an animation using Desmos. Some classes 
may learn some topics in greater depth as well as learn some 
introductory Algebra II. The main text is Discovering Algebra 
(Key Curriculum Press), augmented by materials from Algebra 
I Topics (McDougal Littell). 

For further enrichment, students are invited to participate 
in MathCounts. Practice sessions are held weekly; all are 
encouraged to attend. In the winter, a MathCounts team 
represents Park at an annual regional competition; successful 
teams advance to future rounds. In the spring, the Purple 
Comet team competes, solving problems collaboratively with 
graphing calculators and computers. 

This course meets for five 45-minute sessions per week, including 
one 90-minute double period. 

SCIENCE: INTRODUCTORY PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

Introductory Physical Science (IPS) is a laboratory science 
course focusing on the study of matter and motion. Students 
undertake a thorough, hands-on investigation of the properties 
of matter, learning primarily through experiments and 
solidifying their comprehension with classroom discussion. 

Eighth graders are active researchers in the lab, starting out the 
year with basic concepts such as measurement and density, 
and continuing through atomic structure and radioactivity. 
A large, culminating activity is the “Sludge Lab,” for which 
students use their knowledge of characteristic properties to 
design an experiment in order to isolate and identify several 
unknown materials from a mixture. The spring term ends 
with a study of motion and Newtonian physics, demonstrated 
through a variety of experiments including the construction of 
model catapults. 

Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on safe, efficient 
practices in the lab. Students also learn how to design 
experiments, how to keep a lab notebook, and how to write 
a clear and concise lab report. Students are sectioned 

homogeneously, in accordance with their placement in math, 
to work with peers who learn at a similar pace and who are 
performing at the same level. Using the text Introductory 
Physical Science (Science Curriculum, Inc.), this course provides 
all students with a rigorous and thorough preparation for high 
school lab courses. 

This course meets for five 45-minute sessions per week, which 
includes one 90-minute laboratory period. 

SOCIAL STUDIES: FACING OUR HISTORY – HUMAN 
RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES AND AROUND THE 
WORLD 

The Grade 8 course focuses on human rights, emphasizing the 
“dignity and worth of the human person” as the “foundation 
of freedom, justice and peace in the world,” as stated in the 
United Nations’ 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Eighth graders begin with a study of human rights within our 
own country, including the civil rights movement and the 
women’s rights movement. At the end of each unit of study, 
students reflect on the extent to which historical inequities 
persist in the present. During the middle third of the year, the 
course’s focus travels around the globe to explore human rights 
topics such as climate change and the global refugee crisis.

Along the way, students engage in a variety of activities 
ranging from ongoing discussion of history and current events 
to debates to expository writing to presentations.

To culminate the course, the final third of the year is devoted 
to advocacy. Students choose a topic or situation in the 
world (local, national, or international) that they would like 
to ameliorate or change for the better. They then conduct 
independent research on their topic and compose a research 
paper communicating their findings and outlining possible 
actions to make a positive difference for those affected by 
their chosen problem. Then they act, putting their creativity, 
passion, and well-informed voices for positive change into the 
wider world through web sites, podcasts, letters to Congress, 
mini-documentaries, editorials for publication, TED-style talks, 
and visual art posted on the web. Through doing this, students 
develop many skills and discover, through experience, that 
their voices matter, and that they can be heard.

Classes meet four times per week in 45-minute sessions. 
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FRENCH, LATIN, MANDARIN, SPANISH 

Grade 8 language courses build on the work of the previous 
two years. In addition, there is a major curricular focus on 
preparing the students for culturally immersive international 
trips in March, a culmination of the third year language study 
experience. Successful language study in Grade 8 requires 
greater maturity and responsibility on the students’ part.

Language classes in Grade 8 continue to meet four times per week 
for 45 minutes.

GRADE 8 FRENCH 

The online textbook series T’es branché (Level I) forms the 
core of the Grade 8 French curriculum at Park. This program 
is designed to offer students opportunities to learn idiomatic 
and current, contemporary expressions in French, to focus on 
three modes of communication (interpersonal, presentational, 
and interpretive) and to ensure that they become proficient 
in the four language skill areas of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. Cultural understanding is at the heart of global 
citizenship; French students at Park develop an awareness 
and a positive regard for those in the Francophone world 
whose language, culture, religion, and views may be different 
from their own. As students progress in their proficiency, 
French is increasingly the language of instruction. Lessons 
are supplemented with music, poetry, film, and multimedia 
resources. Language learning at Park culminates in an 
immersive, service learning and exciting travel experience 
during the spring term in southern France (Avignon, Aix-en-
Provence and Carcassonne), where students will engage in 
community service work, cultural activities and field trips. 
Students will also participate in a homestay with a local family 
so that they can put their language skills to use. During the trip, 
time is set aside for student reflections and journal writing. 

Grammar taught in the Grade 8 course includes mastery of 
new verb forms in the present tense, but also the introduction 
of a new past tense called the passé composé and the imparfait. 
Students also learn the use of simple commands and basic 
comparative form. Vocabulary study focuses on parts of the 
house, technological terminology, parts of the body and illness 
or health expressions, as well as travel expressions. Other 
topics include discussing weather and seasons, asking and 
giving directions, and accepting or refusing invitations. Cultural 
studies include meal traditions, housing in other parts of the 
Francophone world, and environmental issues facing our world 

today. By the end of the year, students will have completed the 
T’es Branché (Level I) textbook program. 

GRADE 8 LATIN 

The Cambridge Latin Course textbook series forms the core 
of the Latin curriculum at Park. This program aims to teach 
comprehension of the Latin language for reading purposes, to 
develop an understanding of the history and culture of Ancient 
Roman civilization and to encourage application of Latin 
knowledge to the studies of English, history, and science. 

Students in their third year of studying the Latin language use 
the Cambridge Latin Course Unit 3 as their primary text and 
begin to study Roman authors (Catullus and Vergil) in adapted 
readings. Studies focus on the subjunctive mood, passive 
voice, deponent verbs, participles, and subordinate clauses. 
Students regularly compose writings in Latin, implementing 
their growing vocabulary and knowledge of grammatical 
structures. Cultural readings focus on Roman religion, the 
Roman army, and the Jewish Rebellion and Masada, as well 
as the topography and social classes of Rome. The highlight of 
the third year includes a culturally immersive international trip 
to Italy during the spring. Students will prepare for the trip with 
weekly lessons on Classical archaeology, introductory Italian 
phrases, and the evolution of Roman culture and language. 
Students will research archaeological sites in Rome and 
Pompeii, and present their research while on site in Italy. 

GRADE 8 MANDARIN 

The textbook Integrated Chinese, Volume 1 forms the core 
of the Mandarin curriculum at Park. This program focuses 
on understanding basic Mandarin spoken at normal speed, 
speaking well enough to communicate with native speakers, 
expressing oneself in writing, reading introductory texts, 
and appreciating significant features of the countries and 
regions where Mandarin is spoken. As students progress in 
their proficiency, Mandarin is increasingly the language of 
instruction. 

Lessons eight to ten are taught in the Grade 8 course. 
Grammar points include the time-when expressions, series of 
verb phrases, topic-comment sentences, and the structures “
跟/和... (不)一样, 虽然...但是/可是..., 或者, 还是, 先...再..., 

还是...吧, 每...都..., 要...了”. Vocabulary includes a focus on 
shopping, transportation, and weather. Students learn how 
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to read and write an additional 150 commonly used Chinese 
characters. 

The highlight of the Grade 8 Mandarin program is a class 
trip to China. The trip includes five days of homestay living 
with Chinese families, attending classes at The Hangzhou 
Greentown Yuhua Qinqin School, and visiting the beautiful 
city of Hangzhou. Students will also participate in community 
service projects such as feeding giant pandas, painting a mural 
at The Qinqin School with their Chinese hosts, and performing 
at a talent show at the Hangzhou Elderly Home. Students 
research different aspects of China and Chinese culture prior 
to the trip. They also explore ways to bring what they learn 
in China back to their own community upon their return to 
Boston. 

GRADE 8 SPANISH 

The textbook series ¡Avancemos! forms the core of the Spanish 
curriculum at Park. This program focuses on understanding 
basic Spanish spoken at normal speed, speaking well enough 
to communicate with native speakers, expressing themselves 
in writing, reading introductory texts, and appreciating 
significant features of the countries and regions where 
Spanish is spoken. As students progress in their proficiency, 
Spanish is increasingly the language of instruction. Lessons are 
supplemented with music, poetry, film, and other multimedia 
resources. 

The Grade 8 Spanish course revisits and builds on grammatical 
constructions from the previous years with a particular focus 
on the preterite tense, as well as an introduction to the 
imperfect tense. Concepts explored in greater depth include 
direct and indirect object pronouns, the progressive tense, 
and reflexive verbs. Vocabulary includes food, air travel, hotel 
accommodations, shopping, health, and navigating a city. A 
supplementary reader (“El triángulo de oro en al-Ándalus”) is 
used to practice language in context and to introduce historical 
and cultural topics relevant to the region of Spain that students 
visit in March. 

The highlight of the Grade 8 Spanish program is a class trip 
to southern Spain. The trip includes five nights in Granada at 
the Fundación Escuela de Solidaridad, a residential community 
for immigrants, refugees, and other families in need. During 
their stay, students will participate in service projects at the 
foundation alongside residents. They will also go hiking, take 
a flamenco class and watch a professional show, and visit 

Granada’s city center and the Alhambra Palace. Students will 
spend two nights in Sevilla visiting various historical sites and 
attending a cooking class. The last evening will be spent in 
Málaga before returning to Boston.

ART 

Grade 8 students explore the visual art concept of three-
dimensional design. They learn to create the illusion of space 
through a series of drawings and to demonstrate form and 
function in the wood shop. Students are encouraged to be 
imaginative and apply a high level of craftsmanship. 

Over the course of the year, students rotate through three distinct 
art studios, meeting twice each week for 45-minute classes. 

Studio I 
Eighth grade students explore ways that masks from 
various cultures are used to visually express emotion. 
Drawing on images of masks from Africa, China, India, 
Japan, Italy and Indonesia, students examine the use of 
color, form and texture as a means of expression and 
identify common threads among the creation and usage 
of masks in various cultures. Each student chooses an 
emotion upon which to base their own mask design, 
then begins their project by layering papier-mâché  
over an armature structure. The masks are painted and 
embellished according to students’ individual designs. 
The final stage of this project involves carving a drypoint 
printmaking plate based on the completed mask, 
translating a 3-D sculpture into a 2-D image. Students 
are introduced to the intaglio process of drypoint printing 
through carving the image into plexiglass, and explore the 
method of inking and wiping unique to intaglio printing.

Studio II 
Learning how to draw realistically is the focus of this 
course. Students practice the foundations of drawing 
through the study of value, light and shadow, and 
accurate line quality and form. Over sequential lessons, 
students draw a value chart, simple geometric shapes, 
ribbons, and finally, the human face. 

Studio III 
Students continue their exploration of three-dimensional 
design in the visual arts through the process of sculpting 
a wooden spoon and other cooking utensils. Eighth 
graders continue to acquire new woodworking skills as 
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they work with a host of hand tools such as crosscut 
saws, coping saws, mallets and chisels, rasps, files, 
block planes and scrapers. Final projects are sculpted 
out of various hardwoods, such as mahogany, quarter-
sawn white oak, walnut, cherry, birch, and maple. With 
each project, students focus on ergonomic design and 
craftsmanship. 

MUSIC

Music students in Grade 8 may choose one of three music 
classes: Chorus, Drumline, or Orchestral Ensemble. Students 
at this level perfect their performance skills and apply elements 
of music instruction learned in previous years. Classes meet 
two times per week in 45-minute sessions. 

Chorus 
Chorus provides the opportunity for students to develop 
the skills and the confidence to sing alone as well as in 
an ensemble setting. Vocal technique, concert etiquette, 
and choral music reading are some of the musical skills 
students develop in chorus. The chorus will sing in unison 
as well as three and four part harmony as they explore a 
variety of musical styles and vocal repertoire including 
but not limited to folk, popular songs, and gospel. Songs 
with social messages, freedom, equality, tolerance, 
and unity are an important part of the repertoire for 
the chorus. The chorus is featured at performances 
throughout the year. 

Drumline
The drumline is a performance ensemble, in which 
students will develop fundamental techniques for 
playing percussion instruments including but not limited 
to Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Tenor Drums, and Cymbals. 
Members of drumline will also develop musical literacy 
(reading and composing music), investigate historical 
and personal connections to music, and explore music 
from diverse cultural backgrounds. They will also learn 
how to care and maintain the drumline instruments. 
The drumline may have opportunities to perform at 
school events in addition to regular performances, so 
students should be prepared for performances outside 
of rehearsal time. 

Orchestral Ensemble 
The Orchestral Ensemble provides an opportunity 
for students to study and perform in an ensemble 

setting. The ensemble emphasizes the development 
of group performance techniques and individual 
performance skills. Form and analysis, basic research, 
and music theory are presented in an instrumental 
music perspective. Music of various styles and difficulty 
levels is an essential element of music performance in 
the instrumental ensemble. The orchestral ensemble is 
featured at performances throughout the year. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

The eighth grade program reinforces the fundamental 
movement building blocks established in prior grades. 
While applying skills in games and activities, students are 
encouraged to make good decisions in more dynamic and 
varied settings. Critical-thinking and problem-solving skills are 
emphasized in game strategies, group dynamics, and “Project 
Adventure” challenges. Seven movement patterns that are 
key to everyday function are assessed using Gray Cook’s 
“Functional Movement Screen.” This tool informs the quality 
of individual students’ movement in all activities and helps 
personalize corrective exercises for warm-ups and workouts. 
Each student is encouraged to progress at his or her own 
pace, and to improve individual skills which complement the 
variety of interscholastic sports played at Park. Eighth grade 
activities include flag football, yoga, floor hockey, badminton, 
Frisbee games, lacrosse, futsal, volleyball, cricket, and rugby. 
Cooperative activities and individual and team challenges are 
also important to the program. In the spring semester, eighth 
grade students select from a student generated list of favorite 
activities. Classes meet two times per week in 45-minute 
sessions. 

GROWTH EDUCATION 

The Growth Education program provides an opportunity 
for students to discuss the difficult issues of adolescence in 
a safe, structured, and confidential environment with the 
understanding that students should be exposed to information 
at least two years prior to perceived needs. The curriculum is 
cyclical in nature so that specific topics are revisited with the 
assumption that students will bring greater understanding, 
experience and maturity to the discussion. Class discussions 
are augmented with factual and dramatic videos, group 
dynamics exercises, and occasional outside speakers. 

The Grade 8 course focuses on understanding oneself and 
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making healthy decisions. Topics include mental health, 
including the effects of stress and the signs and treatment 
of clinical depression; peer relationships and peer pressure; 
healthy relationships and responsibility for oneself and another 
in any type of relationship; consent; a review of drugs and 
alcohol, especially discussing the dangers of vaping; a review 
of human sexuality (including gender and sexual identity, 
gender roles, factual information on sexually transmitted 
infections, and methods of contraception.) In March, eighth 
graders participate in a simulation centered on secondary 
school decisions. 

Growth Education classes meet once each week for a 45-minute 
period and are team-taught by two faculty members. The course is 
not graded and students do not receive written comments. 

LIBRARY 

Grade 8 students come to the library throughout the year 
to pursue personal and academic interests. While building 
their capacity for empathy and understanding of equity 
students engage with increasingly sophisticated information 
sources and formats. Through extensive use of materials in 
print and digital formats, students connect library resources 
to their studies in all areas of the curriculum and hone their 
independent research and critical thinking skills preparing 
them to make good use of high school and college libraries. 
The librarians and classroom teachers collaborate as specific 
projects are undertaken.

Students are encouraged to create and share their ideas and 
understanding through a variety of multimedia formats. The 
Library Makerspace is accessible for students to personalize 
their use and presentation of information.
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