eh

inspiring independent schools

spark Y

Dear Colleagues,

We offer these resources to spark conversation and innovation in 15 minutes or less. These “sparks” can be used as
food for thought or to engage in meaningful dialogue among peers.

November 2019 — Risk Takers
We learn from risks — and those lessons may lead us on important, new paths. What are the practices that

encourage or discourage academic risk-taking in our schools?

Videos:

Clip #1: How to Model a Risk Taking Mindset

""s nkay Why is it important for teachers to model a risk-taking
t t k mindset for students? Hear why one teacher believes risk-
_0 d e taking, making mistakes, and celebrating failure with
r’sks o3 students is an important part of the learning process.

(2:07 minutes)

Clip #2: Are grades reducing the ability of
students to be academic risk takers?

Most American students strive for a 4.0 GPA and the highest
test scores, but research shows that this quest for perfection
actually discourages creativity and reduces academic risk-
taking. In this episode of “School Myths” by The Atlantic,
Alice Roth investigates why grades aren’t everything when it
comes to education.

(4:57 minutes)

Additional Resources:

e A Classroom Full of Risk Takers Article from Edutopia
e STEAM Education Makes Our Students Better Risk-Takers. Here’s Why An article from We Are Teachers



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__safesha.re_9sr&d=DwMCAQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zRd7ynRpqOF4vTghH3HLWg&m=4Z-2l8la14tkSHiRxtRANKLN1ye9ELK5SnkpwFPjX1s&s=ydOWijChRidhyE52_1ODlRhVnYXHehe_dH617nh7YFw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__safesha.re_9st&d=DwMCAQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zRd7ynRpqOF4vTghH3HLWg&m=4Z-2l8la14tkSHiRxtRANKLN1ye9ELK5SnkpwFPjX1s&s=wh8lxrDQbc3J8hVLdgbCjUyLMGibKJIvrXsflXmcTIA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__safesha.re_9st&d=DwMCAQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zRd7ynRpqOF4vTghH3HLWg&m=4Z-2l8la14tkSHiRxtRANKLN1ye9ELK5SnkpwFPjX1s&s=wh8lxrDQbc3J8hVLdgbCjUyLMGibKJIvrXsflXmcTIA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.edutopia.org_article_classroom-2Dfull-2Drisk-2Dtakers&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3MF6E9bA9rZamxiEIAv_9A&m=M-4wFYT3r32jDRxpDLz2mXUTCHON8ULwHRF1puSNoBE&s=49LLyb2psmZVJfo2yQQd_Utu4PQ84FZd92JgWQhMmZs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.weareteachers.com_steam-2Deducation-2Drisk-2Dtaking_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3MF6E9bA9rZamxiEIAv_9A&m=M-4wFYT3r32jDRxpDLz2mXUTCHON8ULwHRF1puSNoBE&s=bwGL0PYcO02T08ECM6GNv5YV1HYMblC5730x9RBO59c&e=
https://www.isacs.org/professionaldevelopment/learn-and-share/isacsspark
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__safesha.re_9sr&d=DwMCAQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zRd7ynRpqOF4vTghH3HLWg&m=4Z-2l8la14tkSHiRxtRANKLN1ye9ELK5SnkpwFPjX1s&s=hyy3_4k_GhN2DnW158D6dZQLBpJl4uDx_NiSgfW69z0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__safesha.re_9st&d=DwMCAQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=zRd7ynRpqOF4vTghH3HLWg&m=4Z-2l8la14tkSHiRxtRANKLN1ye9ELK5SnkpwFPjX1s&s=rh-yxFF5dmifcPAdDVVrEGy_Vp06ibhSaAoEt9nyfQA&e=

e What Successful People Know About Taking Calculated Risks An article from Inc.

Spotlight on Equity and Justice:

e No Matter the Outcome Article from The Washington Post
e Rethinking schools story telling - How Storytelling can bring your school community together (Please note you
have to create an account to access the articles on the Rethinking Schools website)

We hope these resources provide sparks for conversation.
Regards,

The ISACS Professional Services Committee & the ISACS Professional Development Team

Please visit www.isacs.org/ISACSSpark to view all previous ISACS Sparks.

This email has been sent to heads of school, division heads, assistant/associate heads, deans of faculty, deans of
studies, directors of professional development, and ISACS teacher representatives.

55 West Wacker, Suite 701, Chicago, IL 60601 Telephone 312-750-1180 Fax 312-750-1193



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.inc.com_amy-2Dmorin_this-2Dis-2Dthe-2Dbiggest-2Dmistake-2Dpeople-2Dmake-2Dwhen-2Dit-2Dcomes-2Dto-2Dtaking-2Drisks.html&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3MF6E9bA9rZamxiEIAv_9A&m=M-4wFYT3r32jDRxpDLz2mXUTCHON8ULwHRF1puSNoBE&s=ya9Pwlg43FAGk5FPYsKRgjlh-rOpR_j635E5xxB-PHQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.washingtonpost.com_lifestyle_2018_11_02_dont-2Dbe-2Dinsufferable-2Dnov-2Dno-2Dmatter-2Doutcome-2Dhere-2Dare-2Dquestions-2Dhelp-2Dyou_-3Fnoredirect-3Don-26utm-5Fterm-3D.5905ccad0d5d&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3MF6E9bA9rZamxiEIAv_9A&m=M-4wFYT3r32jDRxpDLz2mXUTCHON8ULwHRF1puSNoBE&s=sWqIo_L3DXn-ExZ-MMnupUQAA33XXKyFtP1slBfoNz0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.rethinkingschools.org_articles_storytelling-2Das-2Dresistance&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=3MF6E9bA9rZamxiEIAv_9A&m=M-4wFYT3r32jDRxpDLz2mXUTCHON8ULwHRF1puSNoBE&s=XdcBgbWTFpNJf1MpJG08IuDIrZdb0n3pfHku6e6zEWY&e=
https://www.isacs.org/ISACSSpark
http://isacs2.isacs.org/
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