Thetford Grammar School

Inspiring Respectful, Resilient and Responsible young people

Friday 15th November 2019

Dear Families of Thetford Grammar School,
Last week saw the school focus on anti-bullying as part of a combined PSHE and
Charities endeavour. Partly in preparation for Children in Need, and partly in our
drive to ensure that the school always keeps in mind the importance of kindness and
the harm caused by bullying.
Our Sixth Form did a brilliant job of co-ordinating efforts throughout the week from
EYFs all the way up. Responses included the creation of a kindness jar, where ideas
for good deeds could be stored, discussion of ways pupils can discourage bullying,
and a debate on the possibility of bullying being permanently ended. Thanks to the
Sixth Form's highly personalised approach, each year group has generated ideas that
they will continue to develop throughout the year.
We ended the week with a non-uniform fund-raiser for Children in Need. The theme
was 'oddness' and whether by sock, shoe or whole ensemble, the school did not
disappoint. We considered in assembly that 'oddness' is worth embracing and that
we might use another word in place of 'odd': exceptional. I, for one, am continually
proud to be part of such an exceptional school.
Next week, one of our rising stars in Year Eleven, Michael (an exceptional young
actor), brings his performance of the Rocky Horror Show to audiences in Year Ten
and above. Another celebration of difference, and a lot of good fun, tickets are on
sale via the Main Office now.
Wishing you all a wonderful week,

Mr Michael Brewer,
Head
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NUT ALLERGIES
Here at Thetford Grammar School we do have a number of pupils who have severe
touch nut allergies. Therefore, it is extremely important that pupils do not bring
nuts into school for snacks or lunches as the ramifications can be quite distressing.
We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.

CHILDREN IN NEED
This week, pupils have been working collaboratively to
celebrate Anti-Bullying Week. Sixth Form have been working
with each tutor group in school to talk about the types of
bullying that occurs and how this can be prevented.
Each group has worked on a different activity to celebrate
uniqueness and difference; with EYFS creating their very
own jar of kindness. The jar included things the children
could do to help another child if they saw them upset - things
to make them smile like, 'give them a cuddle', 'make them
laugh' or 'read them a story'. It is a visible sign in the
classroom of children taking responsibility for looking out
for each other and can be dipped into at any point of need.
Badgers class had fun using the socks that the Prep School
had decorated for this year's Children in Need 'Oddity'
theme to count and sort into the 2x table. They all worked
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out that 36 socks were still 18 pairs - even if they didn't match!

To celebrate uniqueness and difference, we had a non-uniform day on Friday, with a theme
of oddity and mis-match!
Teachers were encouraged to bring a different element into their lessons and Sixth Form
shared their work with the younger years in Friday’s assembly.
The £1 donations will go to Children in Need and early indications show that we raised
around £200
Miss Daniella Dunsmore
Head of Charities

YEAR 11 DT PROJECT
On Tuesday 12th November, pupils in Year 11 delivered their DT
project to the Hedgehog classroom. As part of their earlier Year 10
work Charlotte, Izzy, Christoph, Raven, Sam, Charlie, Ben, William
and William designed and made miniature prototypes of different
pieces of classroom furniture. They then came to visit last year’s
Hedgehog class and spent time with our younger pupils choosing
which design would eventually get made.
The Senior School pupils delivered their finished product and our
Pre-prep pupils were so excited and delighted! They helped to
make space in the classroom and have decided that they are all
going to take turns to work at our new table!
Thanks to our Year 11 pupils, Mrs Pringle, Mr Sedgwick and Mr
Gatward.
Mrs Nicki Peace
Head of Prep

EYFS REMEMBRANCE DAY
The children all helped to make a poppy collage wreath. Then,
during our Remembrance Service on Monday 11 th they took the
wreath over to Old School and placed it with the other wreaths.
Earlier on they all observed a 2-minute silence after having talked
about why we have this special day. They know it is to remember
all the soldiers who fought to make our world a safer place.
Ms Sharon Northmore
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EYFS Teacher

UKMT CHALLENGE
On Wednesday 6th November, Liz, Tom and Ethan from Year 12 and Teddy from Year 13
attended the Senior Team Challenge at City of Norwich School. This is an annual
competition run by the UK Mathematical Trust and the Advanced Maths Support
Programme.
The challenge consisted of three rounds. The first round was the group round where we
worked through 10 questions in 40 minutes. The majority of the questions were doable but
one question in particular had us stumped.
Following this we had the cross-number where we split into pairs, one receiving the down
clues and the other receiving the across clues. This round focussed on strategy as well as
maths knowledge, as each pair needed the answers to some of the clues from the other team
in order for them to answer their clues. What made it even harder was that the two pairs
were not allowed to communicate with each other.
At this stage in the competition we were very pleased with the scores we had achieved in
rounds 1 and 2 and were confident that we were in the top 50% of the schools in attendance.
Our final round, which was found to be the most challenging, was the shuttle round which
involved working in pairs again. There were four mini challenges, each consisting of four
questions. The answer to the previous question was needed to answer the next question.
Again, pairs were not allowed to communicate with each other. Unfortunately, things did
not go to plan leaving us with a below average score for this round. This lead to us finishing
15th out of the 18 schools in attendance.
Despite our performance in the third round, we enjoyed the experience and are looking
forward to next year's challenge.
Liz Wright
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FELT WORKSHOP
On Saturday 9th November Thetford Grammar
School had the pleasure of hosting a felting
workshop with local felt artist Madeline Roberts.
The students learnt about a range of different felt
techniques including; pre-felting, which involved
using a range of different fibres and yarns within
the felt, cobweb felting which is a very fine felting
technique and how to make a felt vessel using a
resist.
This workshop was essential for GCSE and A-Level Textiles students to build on their
felting knowledge and the skills learnt will be embedded within their projects in school.
All students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the day.
A big thank you to Madeline for coming in to
deliver this inspiring workshop!
Mrs Lianne Arbuthnot
Art Teacher

MCDONALDS EXPERIMENT
In Science Year 7 were investigating a McDonalds Happy Meal. They were testing a burger,
bun, chips and Fruit shoot drink to find out if they contained starch, glucose, protein or fat.
They all enjoyed the activity and worked extremely well. I was impressed by their tidying
up at the end too!!
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EL SHADDAI SPONSORS
We recently received progress reports for our El Shaddai sponsored children, Vikas and
Jamuna. We are pleased to share with you that they are doing fantastically well in academic
and personal aspects, achieving high grades and commendations. Jamuna and Vikas had a
chance to write a message to sponsors within the reports; they are both incredibly grateful
for the continued support and care that they receive.

ARTIST OF THE MONTH – OCTOBER
Well done to Joseph Ramsbottom in Year 11 for his recent work using Photoshop. Joe
layered images together, experimenting with different colour combinations of black white
and red, as well as printing images on to different papers. He created a bound book, etching
the Perspex cover using the laser cutter in DT.
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ART TRIP TO V&A LONDON- TIM WALKER EXHIBITION

TGS students travelled to London on Saturday 16th November to see the fantastic work of
fashion photographer Tim Walker, at the V&A museum. The work displayed was of great
inspiration to our GCSE and A Level artists, who did lots of sketching and got lots of ideas
for their projects.

The group also visited the Albert Memorial in Kensington Gardens, where Mrs Eden told
students about the sad story of Queen Victoria's mourning for the loss of her husband Prince
Albert, who died of typhoid fever. Students sketched in the sunshine and enjoyed the
gardens.

Miss Caroline Griffiths
Head of Art
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ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW
On Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th November, Michael Heslop, Year 11
pupil, will be presenting a production of the Rocky Horror Show featuring
a cast of TGS pupils.
Michael himself will be directing the performance as well as playing the
part of Dr Frank n Furter. The performance is open to all parents and
pupils from Year 10 and above to come and watch and tickets are on sale at
the office for £7.50.
Mrs Cathie Reynolds
School Secretary

THETFORD VOICES WORKSHOP
Thetford Voices are offering a great opportunity to participate in
Christmas Carolling for all young singers aged 6-16. They will be
meeting in Williamson Hall at Thetford Grammar School on Friday,
20th December at 1pm to prepare carols and Christmas songs before
visiting residential homes then a concert at St Cuthbert’s Church at
6:45pm.

CUBIST CHRISTMAS CARDS
Prep School and Key Stage 3 have been busy creating their 'Cubist'
inspired Christmas cards using different papers to form a festive collage.
Proofs with order forms will be sent out during the week, orders should
be returned to the office no later than Tuesday 26th November.
Miss Caroline Griffiths
Head of Art

FRIENDS OF THETFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL EVENTS
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the following pupils who received certificates in Prep Assembly on
Tuesday 12th November.
Sebastian Bailey

Toby Glassbrook

Bruce Hayhoe

Harley Goldson

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Date

Time

Event

12.00pm – 6.00pm

Woman in Black Theatre Trip

Tuesday 19th November

9:00am – 16:30pm

Maths Symposium, Norwich

Thursday 21st November

10.00am –
12.00pm

Early Years Open Event

7.30pm

Rocky Horror Picture Show Performance

Tuesday 19th November

Monday 25th November
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Tuesday 26th November

7.30pm

Rocky Horror Picture Show Performance

Tuesday 3rd December

2:30pm – 3:30pm

Prep Christmas Show Day

Wednesday 4th December

5:30pm – 6:30pm

Prep Christmas Show Evening

Friday 6th December

3:30pm – 5:30pm

FOTGS Winter Fayre

Monday 9th December

9:00am – 11:00am

Elfridges (Friends of TGS)

Friday 20th December

6:30pm Doors
Open

Kuk Sool Won Charity Quiz Night

FIXTURES

Tuesday 19th November
Wednesday 20th November

U15 Rugby & Netball v Stoke College (A) Pick up 5.00pm.
U13 Netball v Thetford Academy & Attleborough
@ Thetford Academy

Friday 22 November

U11 Rugby & Netball v Downham Prep

Friday 29th November

U12 Netball Tournament @ Wymondham College

nd

FIXTURE RESULTS

Tuesday 5th November

U15 Hockey & Rugby v Finborough

Lost 4 – 0

U14 Netball League v Wayland High

Won 16 – 0

U16 Netball League v Wayland High

Won 24 - 16

Wednesday 6 November
th

PARENT PIN BOARD
Welcome to our Parent Pin Board. The aim of the pin board is to share information on all
safeguarding matters with our parents on a regular basis. The information will cover areas
such as online safety, national safeguarding issues and current strategies.
Dear Parents,
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As part of our aim to keep you up to date with current safeguarding issues and trends we
have teamed up with The Norfolk Safer schools’ partnership. I have included a little
information about The SSPS and what they aim to ensure in Norfolk;
Safer Schools Partnerships
All Safer School Partnerships (SSPs) aim to ensure:
• Safety of pupils, staff and the school site and surrounding area/community.
• Help for young people to deal with situations that may put them at risk of becoming
victims of crime, bullying or intimidation, and to provide support to those who do.
• Focused enforcement to demonstrate that those that do offend cannot do so without
facing consequences.
• Early identification, support and where necessary challenge of pupils involved in or
at risk of offending.
• Improved standards of pupil behaviour and attendance, and less need for exclusions.
• More positive relations between young people, the Police and the wider community.
• Effective approaches to issues beyond the school site that negatively impact on pupil
safety and behaviour.
SSPs help keep pupils safe, reduce the risk of young people getting drawn into crime,
antisocial or extremist behaviour. It improves the safety of the school site and surrounding
area, building positive relationships between pupils and police. It also promotes shared
values and improves relations generally within the school and the wider community.
Through an SSP pupils who engage in anti-social behaviour or crime can be dealt with
quickly and appropriately to prevent unnecessary criminalisation. It also enables pupils who
feel threatened by such behaviour or crime to gain support.
However, where behaviour fails to improve, or the behaviour is very serious then tougher
enforcement measures may need to be used; this can often run alongside sanctions set out
by the school. An SSP is a positive way for all schools to demonstrate their commitment to
promoting a safe climate of learning and to prevent crime.
Over the course of the year a Safer Schools Officer will be delivering key messages to the
students in assemblies and lessons. They have already started with some of our parents. We
would like to thank SSPS Officer Hazel Tampin for coming in on the 5th November to
deliver a presentation on Knife crime and County Lines.
If parents would like a copy of the presentation from the evening please contact Mrs
Reynolds. scsec@thetgram.norfolk.sch.uk
We are currently putting together a programme for future events. These will include topics
such as online safety and healthy relationships. Parents will get the opportunity to see the
information that will then be presented to the children.
If you have any questions regarding any information posted on the parent pin board please
contact Mrs Pringle.
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Have a relaxing weekend
Mrs Heather Pringle
Director of Safeguarding

THE UNIFORM SHOP

We have many top-quality items for sale including blazers, sweaters, and sportswear.
If you have any spare time to help with the shop, please let us know. You don’t need
to be a member of the Friends of TGS to volunteer. Please call the office if you would
like to arrange a time to visit.
Friends of Thetford Grammar School

LOST PROPERTY
Izzy Restarick – PE top - named

If you would like a printed copy of this newsletter please contact the office.
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