Dear Xavier FamilyAs we approach Christmas, spare a thought for the shepherds. When I see a nativity scene, I find
myself drawn to the shepherds, especially in the context of the wise men. Think about the
contrast - the wise men are directed and the shepherds have to respond to the angels. The wise
men have an idea about who they are looking for and get to bring appropriate gifts. The
shepherds don’t get time to bathe, change clothes or do anything else to prepare. Onlookers must
have been in awe at the wise men as they approached the stable. Those same bystanders were
probably repulsed by the simple shepherds. What are we to take from that experience in our own
preparations for the coming of Christ?
First, let’s consider simplicity. God wanted to make sure that the simple, hard-working people of
the day were aware of the coming of the Messiah. It didn’t take a theological degree or a team of
experts to find the newborn Jesus. It didn’t require a dress code or a title to be worthy of kneeling
before the manger. Simple shepherds, fresh from their work in the field, were called by the
servants of God to be present at the birth of their savior. Perhaps during this Christmas season,
we can consider the role that simplicity plays in being able to focus on Jesus. The shepherds did
not have to spend hours dressing in adorned garb; they could simply focus on the journey. Maybe
we can use this Advent to look for ways to be more simple so that our gaze can be fixed on Jesus.
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Second, the shepherds did not come as a small group. All of those who saw and heard the heralds
followed the call. It may not be in the Bible, but I always imagine them stopping along the way
to tell fellow shepherds. It wasn’t about having an experience that others would not have, but it
was about announcing the Good News to those they encountered. We should take the example of
the shepherds in our goal to be missionary disciples. Jesus is coming. The preparations have
begun. Who am I inviting to take the journey with me to meet Jesus at Christmas? With whom
am I sharing the message of his coming?
Finally, I find myself wondering about the effect that night had on the shepherds’ lives. We are
not told too much about the way the shepherds lived differently after they met Jesus, but one
speculates that a night filled with angels calling one to meet the newborn savior of the world
would likely have a profound impact on the way life unfolded in the days and years to come.
How many of those shepherds became disciples of Jesus? How many found their way to
Nazareth to see what young Jesus was doing? Were any of them still alive as Jesus was put to
death? The shepherds were not called by God to witness a moment in history and then return to
life as usual. They were called to be transformed by the moment. We are called to be similarly
affected. We are supposed to use Christmas as a springboard to go from a sheep under the watch
of the Good Shepherd to shepherds ourselves, leading and protecting others as they go about their
daily lives. How will each of us be moved this Christmas? How will we be more joyful, more
faithful, more grace-filled after we celebrate Christmas?
Here at Xavier, we are blessed to be able to celebrate a full and fruitful Advent. The Feast of St.
Francis Xavier is on December 3, and we will remember our patron saint in Mass and in spirit
throughout the day. Each week of Advent brings another prayer service, another chance to pray
with our classes and our Koinonia groups, and another chance to prepare to celebrate the birth of
Jesus. We are shepherds eager for the call. We give glory to God in union with the angels and the
communion of saints. On behalf of all of the faculty and staff at Xavier, I wish you a merry and
blessed Christmas.

For God’s Greater Glory,
Xavier High School is a proud member
of the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School
System, and has been accredited by
AdvanceED (formerly the North Central
Association) since 1970.

Mike Mauthe
Principal
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From the Business/
Attendance Office
Hawk apparel is available for purchase prior to and during all
basketball games. Support the
Booster Club and do some holiday
shopping at the clothing store next
to the gym! You may also stop in
anytime during regular school hours to purchase those St.
Nick or Christmas surprises!!
Thank you to all parents for reporting all absences by 8:15
a.m. Our telephone system allows you to call in as early as
convenient, leaving a voice message for attendance (be sure
to use the 6903 extension or dial 882-6903 directly.) The
policy at XHS for any type of early dismissal is to write
a note specifying the time your student must leave class
or a phone call to Attendance. That note is exchanged
the Attendance Office for an early dismissal slip. Students
are asked to bring their parent notes in either before school
or during X period.
Reminder- when a student will miss school for an
appointment, the student is expected to return an
“appointment note from the provider, to the attendance
office to be filed with the absence records.
Lunch accounts should have a positive balance at all
times. You can check your student(s) accounts through
PowerSchool/PowerLunch. Please contact Central Office
with any questions, 735-9380

Junior Parent Night
All parents of juniors are encouraged to attend this meeting on
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2019 at 6:30pm in the Xavier High School
theater.
The counselors will review your student's transcript and discuss
course selections for senior year.
In addition, we will discuss topics pertaining to the junior
timeline: college entrance exams, finding the right college,
college visits, the application process, and our junior meetings
with your student.
The goal of Junior Parent Night is to help prepare you to make
informed choices about your child’s post-secondary options.

Xavier High School

SCRIP NEWS
From November 30 - December 13, The Shop with
Scrip website is offering 2 weeks of bonuses with
rebates between 6% and 20%.
On December 5 and 6, the Shop with Scrip website is
promoting a new program for credit cards with bonuses
up to 20% on physical cards. Check it out!
Christmas will be here before you know it, and the
schools are closed for 2 weeks: please make sure you
plan ahead so that you have enough Scrip to get you
through the holiday season. Make sure to get your larger
orders in early for your Christmas gifts and shopping
needs.
The last day to order special cards and get them before the Christmas Break is Monday, December 16th.
Scrip office is closed
Monday, December 23 - Friday, January 3
We will reopen on Monday, January 6, 2020

MERRY CHRISTMAS and
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!

News & Notes

Campus Ministry
Advent is here! We, as a Church,
reread and relive the great events of salvation. We call
upon Jesus Christ, who was born in a stable so long ago,
who remains present in our daily lives, and who will come
again in glory, to be with us this Advent to await his
coming. We pattern our lives on the example of Jesus
Christ so we can be in a process of coming: coming into
maturity, coming to serve, coming to bring comfort, and
coming like Advent candles to light people’s lives with the
glow of Christ’s light.
Campus Ministry will provide prayer and service opportunities for the students to prepare for Christ’s coming at
Christmas. The
following are opportunities for the students during the
month of December.
Prayer opportunities
November 19 – December 3: St Francis Xavier Novena
during morning prayer
December 6- Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel (all are
welcome!)
Mass opportunities (all are welcome!)
December 3: Feast of St. Francis Xavier Mass at St. Bernard
(10:40)
December 4 – 6: Morning Mass in the chapel at 7:15
December 10 – 13: Morning Mass in the chapel at 7:15
December 17 – 20: Morning Mass in the chapel at 7:15
Sacramental opportunities
December 10: Reconciliation for the freshman class (910:15)
December 12: Reconciliation for the sophomore class (910:15)
December 17: Reconciliation for the junior class (9-10:15)
December 19: Reconciliation for the senior class (9-10:15)
We often miss Advent's power because these December
weeks are full of secular Christmas parties and preparations
for
Christmas. Each year, the busyness of this season can distract us from having an Advent season that truly prepares
us for the
coming of Christ. Our hope is that we will find ways to
slow down and truly prepare for and celebrate Christ’s
coming this year.
Kairos
Juniors and seniors are invited and encouraged to sign up
for the spring Kairos retreat! The retreat will run during
Holy Week (April 8-10) and costs $140. Permission forms
are available outside of the Campus Ministry office or from
Ms. Wilda. Interested in learning more about this optional,
student-led retreat? Please contact Ms. Wilda!
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Campus Ministry cont..
Summer service trip
Even though summer feels far away, it is time to make plans for
the summer service trip! We will be traveling to Chicago and
working with Young Neighbors in Action during the week of
June 21-16, 2020. Cost is $530 and fundraising is available.
This is a great way to complete next year’s service hours!

ACT Fee Waivers Available
Families are reminded that ACT allows qualifying students to
take the ACT up to two times free of charge.
ACT is the most common college entrance exam taken by our
students. If you believe your family might qualify for a fee
waiver, please contact your child’s counselor or have your student stop in the Guidance Suite to learn more.
Rest assured the counselors will respect your right to privacy.

Sophomore Parent Conferencing
Sophomore parents and guardians should look for information
in January regarding the meeting that will occur with you, your
child, and your child’s counselor. In this conference, which is
tailored to address the needs of students at the midpoint of high
school, we will discuss your child’s talents, areas of interest,
educational development, and career interests.
We will also share information helpful in your planning for the
rest of high school, including graduation requirements, test
results, course selection, and post-secondary options.
Conferences generally last 45 to 60 minutes, and take place
throughout the school day. Your involvement is very important
and we hope for 100% participation by the parents/guardians of
our current sophomores!
Watch for the letter you will receive in late January with details
about scheduling your conference. We look forward to meeting
with you.
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Choir News
Christmas Choral Concert
The choirs at Xavier High School will present, Gloria! A Christmas Concert, Wednesday, December 18th, at 7:00 PM. This year's
concert will be held in the beautiful sanctuary of St. Mary's Parish, 312 S. State St., Appleton. Admission is free, and there will be
General Seating.
You will hear some of the most beloved Christmas carols sung by the choirs, as well as a few songs of praise that will be new and
exciting. You will also be invited to sing along with the choirs on some Christmas carols to help include you in this festive celebration. Your participation is optional, but highly encouraged!
Every single day of my short tenure here at Xavier HS, as I fill in for Anna Van Eperen, I am deeply moved by the kindness, the
appreciative spirit, the flexibility and the amazing work ethic of these choir kids. They have had to make a huge adjustment to briefly lose their beloved choir teacher, and have to work with an old gray mare like me. I believe it is their faith, their love of singing,
and their desire for excellence that are getting them through this challenging time.
If you have ever thought about attending a Xavier Christmas Choir Concert, now is the time. And here is why: these precious kids
deserve your support by showing up, as they work to keep this outstanding choir program strong and vibrant. And I promise you
will leave their concert happy and blessed.
Gratefully,
Debbie Lind
Acting Choir Teacher for Anna VanEperen

News & Notes
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Orchestra cont….

Orchestra Notes
Honors Performance Series
Congratulations to Bella Taleon, junior violinist, who was
accepted into the 2020 Honors Performance Series. Bella was
selected from students from across the World to participate in
this program in February. Bella will have the opportunity to
work with world class
conductors and will be performing in Vienna, Austria this
summer.

Chamber Program to perform at Brookdale
The High School Chamber Groups and the newly formed Middle School Chamber Groups will be performing on Sunday
December 8th, from 2pm-3pm at Brookdale
Senior Living (5800 Pennsylvania Ave, Appleton). This performance is free and open to the public. Come listen to these
groups as they provide Christmas music for the residence. The
performances will conclude with a
Christmas sing-a-long.

Performance at Celebrate!

January 25th, 2020 is Celebrate this year at the new Fox Cities
Exhibition Center. The orchestra will be
performing at Celebrate from 5-6:30pm during a
champagne reception for key sponsors. Please be sure to have
this date in your calendar as this is a very important performance for the orchestra.

Winter Concert – Wednesday, February 19 , 6:30pm
th

We will be having a winter concert featuring a full
orchestra piece with a combined 8th grade and high school orchestra and a select number of band members from 8 th grade
through high school. In addition, the
students from the 8th grade orchestra will be performing their
Solo and Ensemble orchestra piece. It will be a
concert you will not soon forget.

Congratulations to Xavier junior Isabella Taleon, who has
been selected to perform at the Musikverein in Vienna, Austria.
Isabella was selected from thousands of musicians to take part
in the Honors Performance Series. She will join musicians from
Canada, Germany, Qatar, South Korea and Taiwan this summer
to prepare a concert to be performed on June 30, 2020.
Congratulations, Isabella! Xavier is proud of you!

2019-2020 Concert Calendar:
If you could please mark these important dates in your
calendar now, that would be quite helpful. All performances are mandatory for students.
Friday December 6 – Christmas Tour to St. John, St.
Ignatius and St. Nicholas Schools, 11:30-3:15pm
Saturday December 8 – Chamber Music Concert, 2pm,
Brookdale Senior Living
Saturday January 25 – Celebrate, Fox Cities Exhibition
Center 5pm – 6:30pm
Wednesday February 19 – 8th – 12th Grade Winter Concert, 6:30pm, XHS Fine Arts Theater
Saturday March 7 – District Solo and Ensemble,
Kaukauna High School (all day)
April 10-17 – Fine Arts Trip to California (not required
but suggested)
Saturday May 2 – State Solo and Ensemble, Green Bay
(only those receiving a 1* at District)
Monday May 11 – Fine Arts Awards Night, 6:30pm,
XHS Fine Arts Theater
Wednesday May 20 – Spring Concert, 6:30pm, XHS
Fine Arts Theater
Laura Kenney, Orchestra Director
lkenney@xaviercatholicschools.org
(920)733-6632 ext. 4214

Page 6

Xavier High School

Save the Date – January 25, 2020!

Celebrate is St. Francis Xavier Catholic School System’s annual gala. Last year it
raised over $460,000. Join us at the Fox Cities Exhibition Center for an evening full of
friend-raising, fund-raising, and fun. Everyone is invited to attend; invitations will be
mailed soon.
The Celebrate team is working hard to plan an amazing evening for you! Planning is in
full swing and our committees have some great things in store for this year. You can be
a part of the fun. Read on for ways to get involved:






Become a sponsor of Celebrate—there are several levels of support. Sponsorship is
open to any individual family or organization. Email or call Lisa at
lpfaff@XavierCatholicSchools.org or (920) 735-9380 for more information.
Donate an item or cash for the auction. Donations can be labeled “Celebrate” and
turned in to any campus office or mailed to 1600 W Prospect Ave, Appleton
WI 54911 to the attention of Celebrate.
Volunteer. Celebrate is a great event because of all of the people that support it
and our System. Please consider donating some of your time either before the event
or the day of Celebrate. Contact Lisa to get involved now and/or watch for a
SignUpGenius to volunteer the day of Celebrate.

If you have any questions or are interested in learning more about the opportunities to
support Celebrate, please contact Lisa (lpfaff@xaviercatholicschools.org) at
(920) 735-9380.

News & Notes
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HAWK FALL ATHLETIC NEWS - 2019

VOLLEYBALL

Another successful fall for Xavier athletics, as our teams
competed as the smallest school in the Bay Conference. Over
sixty percent of our students participated in a fall athletic
team. The Hawks earned four conference championships, two
regional championships, one sectional runner-up and two
sectional championships, four conference Players of the Year,
and a state champion doubles team! Five of the seven sports
of our fall sports advanced in WIAA tournament play and
three were represented at the state level!

2019 Fall Bay All Conference

The Hawks, led by fourth year head coach Luke Herriges, were
again undefeated in dual conference play, and finished the conference tournament as undefeated as well. The regional champion Hawks lost a 4 set match in the sectional final to LuxemburgCasco. Coach Herriges was assisted by Jeff Vanden Heuvel,
Andrea Fiestadt, Kelsey Riedel, and Morganne Markofski.

GIRLS & BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

Congratulations to the following Xavier student-athletes who
were named to the Bay All-Conference Teams:

Under the guidance of 17th year head coach Scott Doering,
the boys’ team finished 4th in conference and the girls’ team
took first, paced by 4x conference champ senior Annie Higgins. The girls team won the sectional, resulting in the team
taking 5th at state. The young Hawks ahd two sophomores and

CROSS COUNTRY – BOYS – 4 Place
Mitchell Lambert SR 1 Team
Nick Mastorides SR HM Team

three freshmen on the state team with two seniors
leading the way. Higgins finished in 10th place, earning
her fourth trip to the state podium. Senior Mitchell Lambert
also qualified for state. Alum Sam Pawlak was the assistant
coach along with Andy Vande Hey.

FOOTBALL
The Hawks were competitive in the Bay Conference, placing
fourth in the conference. Head Coach Dave Hinkens led the
Hawks to qualifying for the WIAA playoffs for the 17 th time
in his 19th year at the helm. The Hawks lost to Denmark in
Level 1.

GIRLS GOLF
The Hawks were conference, regional, and sectional
champs! The team qualified for state and captured 5th place.
Junior Lauren Haen was the Bay Conference Player of the
Year. The team was coached by Xavier alum Jason Haen, in
his third year at the helm.

th

st

CROSS COUNTRY – GIRLS – 1 Place
Annie Higgins SR 1 Team **
Jessica Kwasny SR 1 Team
Veronica Much FR 1 Team
Rae Willison FR 1 Team
Allison Matzek SO 2 Team
Catherine Higgins SO HM Team
**Bay Conference Runner of the Year
st

st

st

st

st

nd

FOOTBALL – 4 Place
Chris VandenHeuvel SR 1 Team Wide Receiver
Mac Strand JR 1 Team Linebacker **
Sam Kiesner SR 2 Team Kicker
Andrew Schermerhorn SR 2 Team Defensive Line
Nate Clemons JR 2 Team Offensive Line
Sam Loken JR 2 Team Linebacker
Mac Strand JR 2 Team Running Back
Trent Twombly JR 2 Team Linebacker
Ray Zuleger JR 2 Team Quarterback
Ethan Severin SO 2 Team Defensive Back
Jonathan Bryan SR HM Offensive Line
Bryce Woelfel SR HM Defensive Back
**Bay Conference Linebacker of the Year
th

st

st

nd

nd

nd

nd

nd

nd

nd

nd

BOYS SOCCER
The boys’ soccer team was guided by fifth year coach John
Meyer. The Hawks finished 4th in the conference. After defeating Ripon in their tournament opener, the Hawks lost
their second round regional game at Notre Dame. Coach
Meyer was assisted by Jeff Burton, Jim Wilkinson, and XHS
alum Jordan Meyer.

GIRLS TENNIS
Led by seventh year head coach Rick Jandl, the Hawks again
were undefeated champions in conference play and qualified
the entire varsity team for sectionals. Five girls qualified for
state: junior singles player Anne Marie Knabe, the doubles
team of junior Kiley McCormick and sophomore Carly Bomier and the doubles team of junior Erika Curtin and senior
Ellie Macksood. Curtin and Macksood returned as WIAA
Division 2 State Champions! Coach Jandl was assisted by
Chris Nehrbass, Gary Akgulian. and XHS alum Rich
VanderHeiden.

GIRLS GOLF – 1 Place
Lauren Haen JR 1 Team **
Kate Bernecker JR 1 Team
Tillie Carew SR HM Team
Gaby Wittmann SR HM Team
Lizzie Tetzlaff JR HM Team
**Bay Conference Player of the Year
st
st

st

SOCCER – 4 Place
Sam Kiesner SR 1 Team Midfielder
Adrian Chenci SR 2 Team Forward
Aiden Carney JR 2 Team Defender
Theo Douglas SR HM Team
William Mattsson SR HM Team
Ryan Draheim SO HM Team
th

st

nd

nd

Athletics continued on page 9…...
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Athletics cont….

Upcoming Events

GIRLS TENNIS – 1 Place
Ellie Macksood SR 1 Team doubles
Erika Curtin JR 1 Team doubles
Anne Marie Knabe JR 1 Team singles
Kylie McCormick JR 1 Team doubles
Carly Bomier SO 1 Team doubles
Bella Taleon JR 2 Team singles
Mary Van Straten SO HM Team singles
Maggie McGinnis FR HM Team singles
Megan DuBois SR 1 Team doubles
st

st

December 3

st

st

December 4

st

st

nd

December 11
December 18
December 23January 3

All School Mass – Feast of St. Francis
Xavier
Half Day – Parent-Teacher Conferences
(4-7pm)
Band Christmas Concert (7pm in theatre)
Choir Christmas Concert (7pm)
Christmas Break

st

VOLLEYBALL – 1 Place
Emma Oelhafen * SR 1 Team OH **
Carolyn Popelka SR 1 Team L
Courtney Vande Hey JR 1 Team OH
Carly Michalkiewicz SO 2 Team OH
Bel Bovee JR HM Team MB
Kellan Meyer JR HM Team S
** Bay Conference Player of the Year
st

st

January 6
January 10
January 14

st

st

nd

* Denotes unanimous

January 21
January 25
January 27-28
January 29
February 4
February 19
February 22
February 26
February 26

Classes Resume
XSC Blood Drive
Current Freshman Parent Night
(6:30 in theatre)
No School – End of Term 2
Celebrate!
Incoming Freshman Registration Nights
(7:00 in theatre)
All School Mass
Junior Parent Night (6:30 in the theatre)
Orchestra Concert (6:30pm)
XSC Homeless Vigil
All School Mass
Half Day – Parent-Teacher Conferences
(4-7pm)

