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Welcome Father Paul!

Mary Poppins Jr.
This year’s production of Mary Poppins Jr. can be summed up
in one word: supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! Twenty-seven students
made up the cast and practiced hard for six weeks leading up to the
performances. The play took place in the S.J.S. gym on the weekend of
October 19-20. Mary Poppins is a well-known story about a magical
nanny who took care of children in London in the early 1900s. A popular
scene from the play was when Mrs. Corry (played by Molly Chute, grade
5), who owned both a gingersnap store and a word-making factory, and
Mary Poppins (played by Aurora Cierro, grade 6) created the word “supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.” Another fun scene from Mary Poppins
was the bank scene. Von Hussler (played by Natalie Hundt, grade 5) and
Northbrook (played by Betsy Molloy, grade 5) came into the bank. Von
Hussler, who was from Germany, was really funny, and Northbrook sang
a catchy song. We interviewed Aurora Cierro, the lead role in the play,
about her thoughts on being Mary Poppins.

Father Paul has joined us at St. Joseph’s Parish this year. We
interviewed him and would like to share with you what we have learned.
Father Paul was born in Pondicherry, South India, a town known
for its quiet and religious nature. There are beautiful churches, temples, and mosques there. He attended Catholic schools from elementary
school through the college level. Father Paul was a principal of a high
school in Pondicherry for 17 years and then came to the U.S. in 1997.
He earned his Ph.D. at Fordham University’s School of Education at
Lincoln Center. Father Paul served at St. Gregory the Great Parish and
went to school there. In 2002, he returned to India to head the College of
Education, which he started in 1986.
Father Paul joined the minor seminary when he was in 9th grade.
He was inspired by his great-uncle and uncle to become a priest. His
uncle is known for his simplicity, holiness, and obedience. Father Paul
decided to be like them because their lives of service inspired him.
In addition to being a priest, Father Paul was also a principal of a
school and the president of a college in India.
Before coming to St. Joseph’s, Father Paul was at St. Barnabas in
the Bronx for three years. He was the Director of C.C.D. and Chairperson of the Vicariate.
Some of Father Paul’s favorite things about St. Joseph’s are the
children and their participation in the school Masses. He also loves the
C.C.D. program. While at St. Joseph’s, Father Paul would like to train
more boys and girls to become altar servers and encourage the children
to practice and grow their faith.
We are very happy to have Father Paul be a part of our parish and
school and welcome him to the St. Joseph’s community.

Andrew Giordano ‘22 and Thomas Giordano ‘22

Q: Did you enjoy being Mary Poppins?
Aurora: Yes and no. Yes, because it was fun to sing and act, but I didn’t
like to do it in front of people.
Q: What was your favorite part of the play?
Aurora: My favorite part was singing.
Q: How did you feel when you got the part?
Aurora: I felt surprised when I got the part, but I didn’t initially want the
part. I tried out for Winifred.
Q: What was your favorite song that you sang during the play?
Aurora: “Playing the Game”
Q: Was it hard to memorize your lines?
Aurora: No, it was surprisingly easy.
We would like to thank Aurora for her behind-the-scenes interview, and say, “Great job!” to everyone in the cast of Mary Poppins, the
stage crew, and the directors: Jason, Susan, and Jenna.
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The Middle School Dance
The SJS Middle School Dance was on Friday, October 25, for
grades 6 through 8 in McCann Hall. It was a great time to dance with
your friends. The theme of the dance was “Paradise” and people wore
Hawaiian shirts, leis, and other accessories that the Mothers’ Club offered. The Mothers’ Club also provided fruit punch and water as drinks.
There were snacks in the back of the room, such as brownies and chips.
There was a DJ, strobe lights, and even a photo booth where partygoers
took pictures together. The students had a lot of fun with their friends.
Everyone danced to a lot of good songs, but everyone was tired by the
end of the night. It was a fun experience!

Gabriella Ibelli ‘21 and Ryan Merhi ‘21

Father and Son Event 2019

The fathers and sons of SJS attended an Army Black Knights vs
UMass Minutemen football game on Saturday, November 9. It was held
at Michie Stadium in West Point, NY. The Mothers’ Club thought that a
On October 29, 2019, our school had an experience we would
football game would be a nice event for all and we knew that this game
never forget. We were treated to an investigation assembly about crime
was going to be a fantastic one! The temperature was about 40 degrees
scene science. A lot of students were dazzled by the tricks performed
and very windy; it was cold! Before the game began, we tailgated, had
during the show that demonstrated the science behind solving crimes.
fun activities and there were giveaways. Some of the giveaways included
Our presenter, Mr. Jeff, used UV light, also known as ultraviolet light,
cool bracelets, Army winter hats and more! The UMass Minutemen had
to find fingerprints. The UV light makes the oil on your hands visible.
a terrible 1-8 record going into the game. On the other hand, the Army
I think the most amazing part of this show was the liquid chemicals
Black Knights had a record of 3-6. The Army running back, Sandon
demonstration. When Mr. Jeff mixed certain chemicals together, it made
McCoy, made 3 touchdowns and Army’s Jabari Laws rushed for a cathe liquids change colors to help solve the crime. The first chemical reac- reer-high 140 yards. Army was coming off a tough 17-13 loss to service
tion made the liquid turn red. The second made it turn back into a transacademy rival Air Force, but the Minutemen had the worst scoring deparent liquid. Then, the third made the liquid turn black. Finally, the last
fense in the nation and Army took advantage. The final score was Army
reaction made the liquid back into a clear color. This was a spectacular
63-UMass 7. The fathers and sons of St. Joseph School always have fun
show and I will always remember this assembly.
at these yearly events and look forward to spending a great day together
Kyle Terri ‘21 next year, too!

Calling All SJS Detectives!

Welcome, Ms.Wood!

Jack Cappelleri ‘23, Brian Flynn ’23, Christian Portilla ‘23, Luca Rivera ‘23

Ms.Wood is our new music teacher at Saint Joseph’s School. She
came to us after working as a private voice teacher with Long Island Studio of Music, and she also previously volunteered as a teacher at a public
school in Denton, TX. She has been working hard to teach students how
to sing properly with use of the pitch pipe, and teaches some music history as well. I interviewed Ms. Wood to find out more about her.
Q: When and why did you decide that you wanted to go into a career in
music?
A: I actually didn’t decide to go into music until I was in college. I always loved to sing, and I took voice lessons from the time I was 13, and
taught myself to play piano at age 16, but I had really bad stage fright
and wasn’t sure performing was for me. However, I loved music so
much that I wanted to beat the stage fright and I worked hard to do so!

“Spider-Man: Far From Home” Review

Q: Were you ever in a choir, band or cast of a musical?
A: I’ve been in many choirs -I still sing with 2! I’m also part of a cover
band, where I like to sing Fleetwood Mac and Whitney Houston, and
I’ve been in the cast of many operas!
Q: Who inspired you to do what you do?
A: The voice teacher that I mentioned above definitely had a huge influence on me. She was incredibly affirming of my gift and encouraged me
in my faith. She believed that God
wanted me to use this gift of singing in some way, and that gave me
courage to take some risks.
Q: What is your favorite part of
working at St. Joseph’s so far?
A: The people! I have loved meeting all of the students. The other
teachers, staff, and parents have
all been quite welcoming. Ultimately, music and also teaching, is
about people-singing and playing
as an ensemble, communicating
something beautiful about music to
others.
We are truly lucky to have
Ms. Wood join us at St. Joseph’s!

Aurora Cierro ‘22

2

“Spiderman: Far From Home” brought a new twist to the previous Spiderman movie. The beginning of the movie starts with Peter
Parker (a.k.a. Spider-man) packing his clothes for a class field trip to
London with his friend Ned Lee.
While on the plane, Peter and Ned have to split up because the
passenger next to Peter gets sick-yuck! They take the bus to the hotel,
and they pick up Tony Stark’s glasses and a new suit for Peter Parker.
When they are on the bus Peter accidently uses the glasses to attack his
friend because they have a crush on the same girl.
The next day he notices something terrible happening on a bridge so
he makes his way over to the scene. There’s a water monster attacking
the bridge!! As Peter goes into the water, he realizes it is an illusion controlled by drones. Peter rearranges the wires to stop the drone. He follows
the drone only to find it is the villain, Mysterio, controlling the illusion.
Then, the real action starts taking place. Mysterio starts throwing bombs
at Peter and he retaliates in true Spider-man fashion-using web slingers!
The special effects of the drones during this part were amazing! Peter
ultimately defeats Mysterio in an epic fight scene.
In conclusion, we really liked the movie and would recommend
it. We rate it a 4.5 stars out of 5. The reason we didn’t rate it 5 stars is
because some parts of the story were confusing. However, the special
effects, such as the drones making the illusions, were awesome!
Dylan’s favorite part is when Spiderman fights Mysterio. Ryan’s favorite
part is when Peter Parker sees his crush. What was your favorite part?

Dylan Saladino ‘23 and Ryan Smith ‘23
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Halloween Costume Contest
Although the annual SJS Halloween Parade was held in the gym
this year, the students’ Halloween spirit could not be dampened by the
inclement weather. We collected all of your votes for this year’s Beagle
Halloween Costume Contest and all of you were excellent judges! Everyone had amazing costumes and we know that it was hard for everyone to
pick their favorites. The official Halloween costume winners of 2019 are:
Best individual costume: Will Scariano - Public school kid - 7th grade
Best group costume: Lindsey Lugano, Christina D’Amico, Grace Murphy, Elani Chen- Snowglobes- 4th grade
Best homemade costume: Lindsey Lugano, Christina D’Amico, Grace
Murphy, Elani Chen- Snowglobes- 4th grade
Scariest costume: Isabella Avila- Pennywise - 7th grade
Funniest costume: Thomas Encke - Chicken - 4th grade
Best overall costume: Matthew Hanley, Mr. Lucas - Referee
We have a special shout out to the Inflatable Gas Station People
who sadly didn’t win, but had great costumes!
The newspaper staff loved all of the costumes! Which one was
your favorite?

Brooke Lugano ‘21, Lizzie Scalzo ‘21, Ryan Spillane ‘22, and Julieta Zonea ‘22

The True Meaning of Thanksgiving

Halloween Candy Survey

The meaning of Thanksgiving goes way back to when the Pilgrims arrived here in America. They started their voyage in September
1620 on the ship the Mayflower, which held 102 passengers- all of whom
wanted to leave England to seek religious freedom. After a treacherous
and uncomfortable crossing that lasted 66 days, they landed near the tip
of Cape Cod. Then, a month later, they crossed the Massachusetts Bay.
Most of the colonists stayed on board during the brutal winter, where
they suffered from many diseases. Only half of the Mayflower’s crew
lived to see the spring. Once on land, they were greeted by a Native
American, Squanto. He taught them how to survive. He also helped the
settlers make an alliance with the Wampanoag, a local tribe. The first
Thanksgiving meal was celebrated by the Pilgrims and Wampanoag.
Today, some traditions that Americans love to celebrate on
Thanksgiving are cooking a turkey, and watching the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. In many American houses, Thanksgiving no longer
is focused on religious beliefs. It now focuses on cooking and sharing
a delicious meal with family and friends. When most people think of
Thanksgiving, the first thought that comes to mind is the turkey. Today
about 90 percent of Americans eat turkey on Thanksgiving, according to
the National Turkey Federation. Other traditional foods include stuffing,
mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, and pumpkin pie. Volunteering is a
common Thanksgiving Day activity, and communities hold food drives
and host free dinners for the poor. People also attend parades in many cities and towns. New York City’s Thanksgiving Day parade is the largest
and most famous. It usually has marching bands, performers, floats, and
giant balloons shaped like cartoon characters. In the end, Thanksgiving
isn’t about the food, it is about being thankful for what you have.

Every kid likes candy. Even the kids who say they don’t like
candy probably still like candy. Since Halloween just passed, we decided to do a survey of the Beagle staff’s favorite Halloween candies. The
staff were given the following choices: candy corn, Reese’s Pieces, 100
Grand, Milky Way, Nestle’s Crunch, M&M’s, Skittles, Twix, Starburst,
Sour Patch Kids.
We surveyed 30 people and received a total of 30 votes.
In 5th place is Starburst with no votes. In 4th place there is a tie between
Nestle’s Crunch, M&M’s, and Skittles all with 2 votes. 3rd place is 100
Grand with 3 votes, Milky Way, and Sour Patch with 3 votes each. In 2nd
place is candy corn and Twix, each with 5 votes. The 1st place spot for
favorite candy of the Beagle Staff of 2019 is Reese’s Pieces with 7 votes.
What is your favorite candy? Email us at sjsbeagle@stjosephschool.net
to let us know!

Owen Doheny ‘22 and Paxton Reyes ‘22

Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Last
Olympian

This is a good book for almost anyone who likes mythology
because there are many Greek gods in it. This book is the final book in
the Percy Jackson series, a present-day telling of myths involving Percy
(Perseus in classic Greek myths), written by Rick Riordan. In this book,
Percy fights a lot of monsters, but he is invincible because he bathed in
the River Styx, the river in the underworld. The demigods are being
Marilin Samuelian and Kara Spillane ‘21
attacked on all sides of Manhattan and Percy must defend Mount Olympus to prevent it from being destroyed. If Mount Olympus is destroyed,
2020 Election
the gods will fade away. Kronos, the main villain, possesses Luke and
battles against Percy. Luke, who also bathed in the River Styx, does
The 2020 election is coming up fast and is a big topic among
not die from being possessed by Kronos. While Percy battles Kronos/
adults. Most are either Republican or Democratic party. The RepubliLuke, Luke takes over and he stabs his own Achilles heel (weak spot if
can candidate is Donald Trump, but the Democrats have many possible
you bathed in the River Styx). This kills Kronos and Luke dies shortly
candidates. The most popular candidate is Joe Biden. One candidate,
after. Percy is offered a chance to be a full god and to become Poseidon's
Bernie Sanders, had surgery a few months back. Donald Trump could
lieutenant (Poseidon is his father), but he turns it down because he wants
have a competition coming, or maybe not. Trump might not even be in
office due to the fact that he might be impeached. Impeachment is taking to stay a human and go to high school.
I really liked the part when Percy defended Mount Olympus besomeone out of office through a hearing and trial in Congress. If Donald
cause it was exciting and action-packed. My favorite character is Percy
Trump is impeached his Vice President Mike Pence will become Presibecause he is so cool.
dent. Whoever the President is they will hopefully be respected. It will
Andrei Zuk '23
be fun to watch the events leading up to the election.
J.J. Flynn ‘21

Adam’s Fun Facts: Halloween Edition

Why Halloween is Named Halloween

Halloween is an iconic name for everyone around the world, but
do all of those people know where that name comes from? Unsurpris
ingly, this name goes all the way back to the pagan festival named Sam
hain. This festival was based around kids walking up to houses dressed
as priests and asking for food. The name means “All Hallows Eve”
which refers to All Saints’ Day which is the day after Halloween, November 1. This is the real reason Halloween is called Halloween.

One Gigantic Halloween Surprise
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On October 9, 2016 one man named Mathias Willmijins showed
a gigantic surprise to all of Germany: a giant pumpkin! His gigantic
pumpkin weighed in at 2,624.6 pounds, or 1,190.5 kilograms. Any other
pumpkin growing anywhere close to that was in 2014 when Beni grew a
pumpkin to the size of 2,323 pounds, still nothing has been able
to break the record of Mathias Willmijins for largest pumpkin since 2016.
Adam Merhi ‘22
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During the NBA pre-season, there were big moves by players
and teams. The draft happened on June 25. There were a lot of hyped
up players coming to the league, like Zion Williamson, R.J. Barrett and
J.A. Morant. The teams with the first five picks were: the Pelicans, the
Grizzlies, the Knicks, the Lakers and the Cavaliers. The first pick was
Zion Williamson from Duke University, who was considered one of the
best players in college. The second pick was J. A. Morant who went to a
small college called Murray State. He took his team to March Madness
but they lost in the second round.The third pick was R. J. Barrett who
was a teammate of Williamson’s at Duke. He was rated #1 on ESPN’s top
100 high school players. The fourth pick was De’Andre Hunter who went
to the University of Virginia.The fifth pick was Darius Garland, a point
guard from Vanderbilt University.
Team roster changes from free agency will also likely affect the
upcoming season. The Brooklyn Nets probably got the best two free
agents in our opinion: Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant. Kevin Durant tore
his Achilles tendon late in the season last year, so he is most likely out for
this season. The Lakers acquired Lebron James last season. This season,
they got a lot of good players like Anthony Davis, Danny Green and DeMarcus Cousins.The Clippers acquired Kawhi Leonard and Paul George
this year. Based on the current team rosters, our predictions for the winners of the NBA finals this season are: Connor- Clippers; Timmy-Lakers;
and Evan-Nets. Who do you think will win ?

Do you want to dominate your friends and have a great time? If
you do, then you should do fantasy football. This year, I did ESPN Fantasy Football with my cousins and friends. The draft was so much fun. I
got to be around my friends and have a great time. I even got some bragging rights along the way. However, I recommend doing your research
before the draft, because I was totally unprepared. As a result, I didn’t
have the best record, but it was still so much fun. But, beware! Your best
friends may become your greatest enemies. 		
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and Jerry both averaged about 26 points per game.
In my opinion, the number one NBA team of all time is the 19951996 Chicago Bulls. Their head coach, Phil Jackson, helped the team to
achieve a record of 72-10 that year. Their starting line-up included point
guard Ron Harper, shooting guard Michael Jordan, small forward Scottie Pippen, power forward Dennis Rodman, and center Luc Longley . In
my opinion, they also had the best player in the NBA, the best supporter,
and one of the best rebounders. Who are your favorite NBA teams of all
time?

Thomas Giordano ‘22

Rebuilding the NY Giants

Any NY Giants fan would know that the last three years have
been hard. The Giants have been one of the worst teams in the NFL,
without much to be happy about. Eli Manning, who started his career
with the Giants back in 2004, had his last start in Week 2 of the 2019
football season. Eli was a great Giant, and won 2 Super Bowl Rings as
the Giants starting quarterback. However, week 3, against Tampa Bay,
was the dawn of the “Danny Dimes” era.
Danny Dimes is a nickname for the Giants rookie quarterback
and new starter Daniel Jones. Jones was the Giants first round pick in the
2019 NFL draft. In his first start for the Giants he led a big comeback
and the Giants won 32-31. Jones threw for 366 yards and 2 touchdowns
Timothy McQuade ‘23, Evan Utano ‘23, and Connor Van de Loo ‘23 in his debut. Jones also won his second start for the Giants against the
Washington Redskins. The Giants have struggled since, going 2-6 in
games Jones has started and 2-8 overall. Even though the team has strugNFL Update 2019
gled, Jones has shown promise throwing for 15 touchdowns and completing over 63% of his passes. Hopefully, Jones can continue to improve
This NFL season has kicked off to a very exciting start! We have
and the Giants will get back to winning in 2020.
two Super Bowl contenders, the San Francisco 49ers leading the NFC in
Chase Duffel ‘22
wins and the New England Patriots leading the AFC in wins. Our favorite
Top 3 NBA Teams of All Time
team, the New York Giants, are having a rough start and are third in their
division. This year they have a rookie starting quarterback Daniel Jones
who was the 6th overall pick in the 2019 draft out of Duke University.
These are my picks for best NBA teams of all time:
Daniel Jones had a very impressive start against the Tampa Bay BuccaIn third place is the 1985-1986 Boston Celtics. Their head coach,
neers with a 32 to 31 win, with two rushing touchdowns. His main targets K.C. Jones helped the team achieve a record of 67-15 in the 1985 to
this season have been Evan Engram, Sterling Shepard and finally Golden 1986 season.
Tate lll. The Bengals on the other hand are lacking in any wins. Their
In second place is the 1971-1972 Los Angeles Lakers. The head
new starting quarterback Brad Kaaya is struggling. This 2019 season’s
coach was Bill Sharman, who helped the team achieve a record of 69-13
best quarterback is Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes with the most yards
that year. The starting line-up was point guard Gail Goodrich, shooting
in passes. Running wise, we have Minnisota’s Dalvin Cook with the lead guard Jerry West, small forward Nate McMillan, power forward Happy
in rushing yards. The Green Bay Packers starting running back Aaron
Hairston, and center Wilt Chamberlain. This team was unbelievable, with
Jones is having a really good start to the 2019 season as well. Good luck
West, Goodrich and Chamberlain acting like a running train. They curto all the teams!
rently still hold the record for number of consecutive wins with 33. Gail

Great NBA Coaches
In this article, I’ll be ranking the greatest NBA coaches past and
present. They may not be as exciting or cool to you as the players are, but
without a doubt they are an essential part of every team.
5. Steve Kerr-He has only coached 5 seasons, but has quickly started
his legacy. The former Chicago Bull and San Antonio Spur started his
coaching career in the 2014-2015 season. He has already won three NBA
championships and five Western Conference championships.
4. Gregg Popovich-One of the most respected coaches, “Pop” started
his career in the 1988-89 season as an assistant coach, and became head
coach in 1996-97 season. He won five NBA championships and six Western Conference championships. He has received three Coach of the Year
awards and has only had one losing season.
3. Pat Riley-Pat’s career started as an assistant coach in the 1979-80 season and became head coach in the 1981-82 season. He won four championships with the Lakers and one with the Lebron-era Heat. He also won
an Eastern Conference championship with the Knicks. In total, he has
won five championships and nine conference championships.
2. Red Auerbach-He is most known for being the coach of the famous
1960’s Celtics, however, Red started his career in the 1946-47 seasoncoaching the Washington Capitals. In 1951, he began to coach the Celtics, with whom he won nine championships. He won the Coach of the
Year award in the 1964-65 season. He has only had one losing season.
1. Phil Jackson-Phil Jackson started his coaching career in the 1978-79
season as an assistant coach for the Nets. Then, in the 1989-90 season, he
became head coach. He won six championships with the Bulls and five
with Lakers. In total, he won eleven NBA championships and thirteen
conference championships. He won one Coach of the Year award. In his
career, he had 1155 total wins.
Who would you place on your top 5 coaches of the year?

Conor Cooper ‘21

2019 World Series Recap
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Sotir Zonea ‘21

This year’s World Series match-up was between the Washington Nationals and the Houston Astros. In our opinion, it was a battle of
the two best pitching teams in the entire MLB! In case you didn’t get to
watch, here is a recap of which team won and how they did it.
For the Nats, they started out in the wild card game. They were
a great team but didn't win their division. They found themselves in a
tough hole down 3-1 in the 8th inning of the wild card game against
the Milwaukee Brewers, but they came back with some magic and won
4-3!!!! Then, they were in an even scarier situation when they had to go
play the 106-win Los Angeles Dodgers. They won the series in stunning
fashion in 5 games! The Nationals then found themselves in their first
World Series appearance against the Houston Astros. Prior to the start
of the series, we predicted that the Astros would win the World Series in
six games because they had the best batting lineup in the MLB, and the
best starting pitching in the league by far. However, in this 2019 World
Series, there was a big surprise. THE NATIONALS WON THE WORLD
SERIES! The Nationals won because Juan Soto, the left fielder, hit like
Babe Ruth. The Nationals also had great pitching with Stephen Strasburg
and Max Scherzer. The World Series MVP was Stephen Strasburg. This
was a very interesting World Series for all viewers.

Daniel McQuade ‘22 and Joseph Troiano ‘22

