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AMITY REGIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION AD HOC SHARED SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
March 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 

25 Newton Road, Woodbridge, CT 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Discussion and Possible Action on Minutes – April 4, 2018 Enclosure Page 2 
3. Introductions 
4. Review of Existing Shared Service Agreements with Member Towns and Bethany, Orange, Woodbridge, and 

Amity Boards of Education 
a. Update from Amity Superintendent and Board Chairman 
b. Updates from Invited Guests:  Boards of Education Chairs and Superintendents from Bethany, Orange 

and Woodbridge School Districts 
5. Review of Current Statutory Requirements Regarding Expansion of Regional School Districts and Shared Service 

Agreements Between School Districts 
6. Discussion of Proposed Legislation Before the CT General Assembly, Including but not Limited to SB 454 and     

SB 457 Enclosure Page 38 
7. Public Comment 
8. Discussion and Possible Action on Next Steps, Including Dates of Future Committee Meetings 
9. Adjourn 
 

 
 

 
 

Jennifer P. Byars  
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
JPB/pjp 
 
pc:  Town Clerks: Bethany, Orange, Woodbridge 
 

Working to "enable every Amity student to become a lifelong learner and a 
literate, caring, creative and effective world citizen."  District Mission Statement 

 

If you require accommodations to participate because of a disability, 
please contact the office of the Superintendent of Schools in advance at 203-397-4811. 
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Amity Regional School District No. 5, Woodbridge, CT 
Board of Education  

Ad Hoc Shared Services Committee Meeting 
April 4, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Committee Members Present:  Mr. Christopher Browe, Ms. Paula Cofrancesco, 
Dr. Jennifer Turner, Ms. Sheila McCreven, and  
Mr. Steven DeMaio 

Committee Members Absent:  Ms. Patricia Cardozo 

Board Members Also Present: Mr. Thomas Hurley 

Also Present:  Dr. Charles Dumais (7:47 p.m.) and Margaret Novicki 

1. Call to Order:  Mr. Browe called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m.

2. Public Comment:  Margaret Novicki, Orange resident, is interested in efficiencies and
ways the towns can save money. She is attending this meeting to listen and hear the
Board’s ideas.
Mr. DeMaio offered words of appreciation for public interest.

3. Discussion Relating to Strengths, Centralized Advantages, and Possible Synergies
Among the Partner Towns:

Mr. Browe read the committee charge (page 3).     

Some items of progress:
• IT shared services
• Woodbridge Old Firehouse/Amity Transition program

Mr. DeMaio spoke of curriculum alignment issues between the four districts; gaps in 
alignment might be a disadvantage to students. 

Ms. McCreven described a previous effort in December 2013 (page 8) and read from 
that meeting’s handout. She also described a state-level initiative she was involved 
with as CABE representative in 2012 (page 10). 

Mr. Browe described broader next steps the Committee might pursue. 
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Dr. Dumais described a meeting about three years ago with a representative from 
CSDE. 
 
Dr. Turner explained the concern she has heard in Bethany that pre-kindergarten 
through grade 6 Bethany students would be lost if they were the only pre-K through 6th 
grade students in the Amity District. The sense of the Committee is that all three 
member town districts should be approached and invited to discussions. 
 
Dr. Dumais described a few other districts exploring similar options:  Region 9 has 
four boards of education with one superintendent, and Region 4 is also exploring 
options to merge or share services. 
 
Mr. Browe summarized the sense of the Committee that these discussions should 
continue and options should be further explored by the Committee. 
 

4. Adjourn: On a motion to adjourn made by Steve DeMaio, seconded by Paula 
Cofrancesco, the Committee voted unanimously to adjourn its meeting at 7:59 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,   
 
 
Sheila McCreven 
Secretary 
 
 
 
SM/pjp 
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General Assembly  Proposed Bill No. 454  
January Session, 2019  LCO No. 2479 

 
 
Referred to Committee on EDUCATION  
 

 

Introduced by:  
SEN. LOONEY, 11th Dist.  

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE CREATION OF REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

That part III of chapter 164 be amended to create a commission 1 

responsible for developing a plan to implement regional consolidation 2 

of school districts, and that such plan shall (1) realign those school 3 

districts with a total student population of fewer than forty thousand 4 

students, except those regional school districts that provide instruction 5 

for grades kindergarten to twelve, inclusive, in manner similar to the 6 

probate districts set forth in section 45a-2 of the general statutes, and 7 

require such school districts to join a regional school district, (2) when 8 

a newly created regional school district affects two or more collective 9 

bargaining units, (A) allow the employees of the newly consolidated 10 

regional school district to be represented by a coalition of the existing 11 

collective bargaining units or create a new collective bargaining unit 12 

for such regional school district, and (B) require, upon expiration of 13 

existing collective bargaining agreements for single-town school 14 

districts that have been consolidated, any subsequent collective 15 

bargaining agreement to be negotiated on a regional basis, and (3) 16 

become effective state-wide for the school year commencing July 1, 17 
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Proposed Bill No.  454 
 

 

LCO No. 2479     2 of 2 
 

2021, if such plan has not been approved by the General Assembly and 18 

signed into law on or before July 1, 2020. 19 

Statement of Purpose:   

To create a more efficient educational system.  
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General Assembly  Proposed Bill No. 457  
January Session, 2019  LCO No. 2259 

 
 
Referred to Committee on EDUCATION  
 

 

Introduced by:  
SEN. DUFF, 25th Dist. 
SEN. OSTEN, 19th Dist. 

 

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE SIZE OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

That part III of chapter 164 of the general statutes be amended to 1 

require any school district with a student population of fewer than two 2 

thousand students to join a new or an existing regional school district 3 

so that the total student population of such new or expanded regional 4 

school district is greater than two thousand students, and to require 5 

any such school district that is not joining a regional school district to 6 

submit in writing to the Department of Education the reasons why 7 

such school district is not joining a regional school district. 8 

Statement of Purpose:   

To require certain small school districts to create new or join existing 
regional school districts.  

40 of 40




