


D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
2018-2019 was a dynamic year. Together, we witnessed the 
accomplishments of nearly 2300 students as they navigated 
their own personal journeys, grew in their relationships with God, 
participated in hundreds of co-curricular activities, and weathered an 
unprecedented number of snow days!

At the end of the year, 210 students became high school graduates 
at commencement, representing the 99th graduating class of 
Grand Rapids Christian High School — taking their next step toward 
continuing education, service, or work — prepared to be effective 
servants of Christ in contemporary society. We pray for them in their 
continued journeys of faith and action.

These high school seniors, in addition to all of the students at our five 
campuses, were guided by our dedicated faculty and staff, the wider 
community, and the annual themes that permeated each classroom 
throughout the year. These themes, thoughtfully developed by the 
staff at each school, anchored the students and teachers as they 
explored together God’s call on students’ lives through meaningful 
lessons learned both in and outside of the classroom. 

C O V E R  P H O T O  /  P R A Y E R  W A L L
The Grand Rapids Christian High School prayer wall is a unique, living feature designed to be shared by all 
high school students, staff, and teachers. Staff utilized wood from decades of shop storage to complete the 
project, which was initially inspired by a GRCS student who requested that a friend tuck a prayer in Jerusalem’s 
famous Western Wall.  Designed as a wooden representation of the wall in Jerusalem, the Prayer Wall is a 
safe space for prayers and devotions and serves as a tangible example to students of how we are to live in 
community – sharing our prayer requests with our fellow Christians and together bringing them to God.
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PSALM 24:1
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LEAVE  
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MARK

Tom DeJonge,
Superintendent

The 2018-2019 Impact Report is devoted to exploring 
how each school lived out its unique theme. At the 
Iroquois Campus, Krista Vanderzee and Rachel Jen’s 
second-grade Spanish Immersion class developed 
new ways to decrease waste in their classroom, 
demonstrating how even small children can “work in 
God’s garden” to protect and preserve the Earth. At 
GRCMS, Stephanie Tanis’ annual health fair guided 
students in the exploration of serious health topics, 
encouraging empathy for the struggles of others 
as they “build a kingdom” of understanding and 
support. At Christian High, Eagle Way Award winners 
demonstrated grace and perseverance in their 
journeys toward graduation, “leaving their mark” on a 
diverse world.

These stories and many more showcase Grand 
Rapids Christian’s dedication to upholding Christian 
teachings while implementing unique, comprehensive 
learning across disciplines. Join us as we celebrate 
the tangible ways in which students and graduates of 
Grand Rapids Christian Schools embody our mission 
today and the many days to come. 

The earth belongs to the Lord  
And so does everything in it.

Give thanks to the Lord, call 
on His name; make known 
among the nations what He 
has done. Sing to Him, sing 
praise to Him; tell of all His 
wonderful acts.

We have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm 
and secure.

He has shown you, O mortal, 
what is good. And what does 
the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and 
to walk humbly with your God.

Don’t let anyone look down 
on you because you are 
young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, and 
in purity.
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2 0 1 9  E A G L E  W A Y  A W A R D 
R E C I P I E N T S  E M B O D Y 
P E R S E V E R A N C E  
A N D  D E D I C A T I O N

These values include: 
honoring God, 
maintaining integrity, 
striving for educational 
excellence, fostering 
relationships with 
others, serving their 
home and church 
communities, and 
seeking the mindset of 
Christ through service.

Each year at Senior 
Awards Night, two 
Eagle Way Award 
recipients are chosen 
that embody these 
values. Senior Award 
recipients are chosen 
by faculty and staff for 
the manner in which 
they have discovered 
their gifts and have 
begun to live them out, 
leaving an indelible 
mark on the GRCS 
community. In 2019, 
Olivia Haverkamp 
and Ben Swedberg 
received the Eagle Way 
Awards.

Olivia, who attended GRCS for her entire schooling, except 
for one year at Zoo School, has a passion for learning. “I love 
school, studying,” she says. Olivia maintained her excitement for 
education even after she was diagnosed with sarcoma, or bone 
cancer, during her sophomore year. As she battled her illness and 
spent much of her time in the hospital, Olivia yearned to be in the 
classroom.

“School was just my favorite thing. That’s where I always wanted 
to be when I was an inpatient in the hospital…something that I 
could focus on.”

Olivia continued her education at GRCS and went on to achieve a 
4.17 GPA. It was this achievement and perseverance that earned 
her the Feenstra Scholarship for pre-med students at Calvin 
College, a joint partnership with the University of Michigan that 
pays for her undergraduate education and guarantees her an 
interview at U of M medical school. “I just want to say thank you 
to all of the staff and everyone at GRCS,” says Olivia. “I couldn’t 
have done any of it without them.”

OLIVIA
HAVERKAMP

At Grand Rapids Christian High School, students and staff are guided by The Eagle 
Way, a set of core values that enable students to grow and learn in the classroom while 
preparing to be servants of Christ in contemporary society.

LEAVE YOUR MARK
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BEN
SWEDBERG
Ben Swedberg lives out the advice of one 
of his favorite teachers, Steve Tuit: “It’s not 
about the work, it’s about the process.” During 
his time at GRCHS, Ben reveled in each 
experience, participating in theatre, peer 
listening, improv, and forensics. 

“These extracurriculars provided me with 
confidence, skills, and an outstanding group of 
friends,” he says. “They helped me to surround 
myself with like-minded people who were 
focused on building supportive relationships 
and pushing each other.” 

Ben was also a devoted student, favoring AP 
Psychology, AP European History, and AP 
Calculus, the latter of which was the most 
challenging. “There were nights that I would 
spend three to four hours on one homework 
assignment,” he says. “However, after all that 
work, there was always the moment in which a 
skill became cemented or the rationale behind 
a theorem became fully apparent. These 
were some of the most gratifying moments I 
experienced in high school.”

Having worked at Camp Roger’s day program 
Camp Scottie this summer, Ben is attending 
Northwestern University this fall, majoring 
in communication studies and international 
studies. Confident but flexible, Ben looks 
forward to the unknown. “Ultimately, I’m not 
really sure what life after graduation holds for 
me,” he says. “I’m glad to say, though, that I’m 
confident in my ability to face it head-on after 
four years at GRCHS.”

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,  
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, 
in love, in faith, and in purity.
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ANNUAL  
HEALTH 
FA IR  BUILDS 
EMPATHY AND 
UNDERSTANDING

Health can be a tricky subject at any age. No 
matter your background, you likely have struggled 
with a health issue — big, small, or somewhere 
in between. And you’ve probably found that 
information is key to understanding and treating 
your illness.

For seventh graders at Grand Rapids Christian 
Middle School, this lesson is applied thoughtfully 
over the course of a six-week project in Stephanie 
Tanis’ science class. Pairing scientific research with 
critical thinking and writing in Jennifer DeBoer’s 
English language arts class, the two collaborate 
annually to inspire students to research and 
present health topics of their choice at the school’s 
health fair.

A Grand Rapids Christian graduate herself with an 
interest in science and health, Tanis launched the 
first health fair at GRCMS during the 2012-2013 
school year. “I thought it would be a good idea for 
the kids to write a bigger research paper related to 
science,” says Tanis, who also guided her students 
through the creation of a display board and oral 
presentation.

The first year of the fair was a success, and Tanis 
realized that she had curated a project that was not 
only a useful academic tool, but a personal one. 
Encouraged to consider thoughtfully which topic 
they will research, students almost always choose a 
health issue that has affected themselves, a friend, 
or family member. Others have investigated their 
own diagnosis and symptoms of ADHD or learned 
more about the stigma surrounding mental health 
disorders like depression and anxiety. 

“It’s very empowering to understand your own 
symptoms,” says Tanis. “It really does connect with 
the kids.”

Working collaboratively with Jennifer DeBoer for 
the past six years, Tanis has realized the scope of 
this long-term, cross-disciplinary project. “It covers 
so many skills that kids need to have,” she says.

“Steph and I want to make sure that the students 
are getting the whole experience, so writing the 
paper in ELA makes sense,” says DeBoer. 

“I spend the first two weeks after iXplore teaching 
them how to make a provable claim about their 
topic and then how to research based on that 
claim. This is the culmination project of seventh 
grade ELA as well because it allows students to put 
together all the skills they have learned thus far in 
ELA with regards to writing a research paper. We 
really promote this as higher-level learning.”

BUILD THE KINGDOM HERE
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We are preparing 
students to be 
thinkers and 

decision-makers 
in the real world.

By diving into the research of real-world 
problems and definitive solutions, students 
connect with each other and community 
members. “The health fair enabled a further 
sense of empathy for others as I learned 
about different ways people struggle,” 
reflects current ninth-grader Olivia May. “It 
was helpful and interesting to learn more 
about the human body and how someone’s 
surroundings can easily affect their health.”

Combining science with language arts, 
personal experience with polished 
presentations, Tanis and DeBoer have 
created a cornerstone project for seventh 
graders that will impact their education for 
years to come.

“The health fair was a great way for me to 
learn about certain disorders, addictions, or 
diseases on a personal level, knowing that 
they have affected people in my family,” 
says eighth-grader Caebre Baty. “The 2019 
health fair was amazing and something I 
will never forget.”

After choosing their particular topic, students 
then make a scientific claim and begin 
compiling and explaining the evidence in the 
form of a research paper, oral presentation, 
and display board for the health fair.

“This project is filled with authentic learning 
that requires students to think about a 
particular topic but then to decide what 
they think about that topic and research 
accordingly. We are preparing them to be 
thinkers and decision-makers in the real 
world,” says DeBoer.

Held at the end of May each year, the 
health fair is open to the GRCS community 
and gives the students an opportunity to 
showcase what they’ve learned and connect 
with community members on their topic.

“Kids have had some cool experiences,” 
says Tanis, recalling one instance in 
particular in which a woman with functional 
schizophrenia approached the student 
reporting on that issue and discussed her 
first-hand experience living with the disease. 

Each year, Tanis and DeBoer are further 
impressed with their students’ ability to 
explore a topic that interests and excites 
them. With just the structure and support 
to get going, “They will just go way beyond 
what you anticipate,” says Tanis. 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  
And what does the Lord require of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
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HOPE ANCHORS THE SOUL

F I N D I N G  H O P E  I N  R E S T O R A T I O N :
OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROVIDES FRESH 
PERSPECTIVES
Twenty years ago, Greater Grand Rapids was home 
to only a handful of environmental programs for local 
students. Inspired by a model that would anchor itself 
in the study of the great outdoors, encourage students 
to learn outside daily, and care for God’s creation, 
a small group of Grand Rapids Christian community 
members — including current teacher Phil Warners — 
was inspired to start their own program at Rockford 
Christian School.

“We want to care for our world because it is God’s 
gift to us,” says Warners, who notes that he gets to 
“plan adventures” for his students every week. These 
adventures are many and varied, taking place at local 
spots like Camp Roger and the school’s adjacent 
roadway, as well as farther-flung destinations like Au 
Sable Institute near Mancelona and Sleeping Bear 
Dunes.

Each month, fifth and sixth graders focus on a new, 
unique issue that is applied outside and in the 
classroom itself. In 2018-2019, the students studied a 
wide range of topics, including invasive species, water 
issues, and dependency on plastics. 

Each week, regardless of the monthly topic, the 
students also spend one day at Camp Roger caring for 
their particular plot of land. Here, the students build 
their own shelter, study plant life, explore seasonal 
changes, and record it all in their environmental 
journals. “Every time we go outside, they’re writing 
about it,” says Warners.

Though the study of environmental impact can be a 
daunting one, Warners argues that fifth and sixth grade 
is the perfect time to jump in. “I would say this is an 
optimal time of life,” he says about students in this age 
group who maintain a certain energy and optimism 
about their impact on the world. “The truth is, they do 
have the ability to change things,” says Warners.

Students in the program work on a capstone project 
that focuses their attention on one particular issue that 
sparked their interest or passion throughout the year.

Each year, students in the environmental program are 
afforded the opportunity to view their lessons from 
a different perspective, all while breathing fresh air 
and contributing to the care and restoration of their 
environment. Here, they find hope in each small project 
and new revelation.

“We become environmentalists not because we love 
the world but because we love the Creator who gave 
us this world,” says Warners. “Hope can definitely be 
found when progress is made in certain areas and 
when we are seeing restoration.”
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We have this hope  
as an anchor for the soul,  
firm and secure.

Kendall VanderPloeg was inspired by 
the Kent County Recycling Center.  

“I saw God in the engineering 
that went into the building and 
machines. God made us smart, 
and we are caring for His world.”

Charlotte Segard was excited by the 
animal life at Pickerel Lake.  

“I saw God through all the 
swans and geese we saw on the 
lake because they know when to 
head south and leave Michigan; 
only God could do that.”

Josh Statema saw the beauty of 
communication at Camp Roger.   

“I saw God through teamwork 
because people shared their 
ideas and helped each other 
like God would want us to.”
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2ND GRADE 
SPANISH 
IMMERSION CLASS 
DECREASES WASTE 
FOR A  HEALTHIER 
WORLD

According to Spanish Immersion teachers Krista 
Vanderzee and Rachel Jen, quite a lot, and this 
year, the class’ group project aimed to reduce their 
carbon footprint while learning vital lessons about 
sustainability.

For the past three years, Vanderzee and Jen have 
guided their students through large-scale projects 
connected to a particular spiritual discipline or theme. 
In the past, students have studied endangered 
animals or migrant workers’ rights. 

Though facilitated by the two teachers, the theme 
is driven by general consensus in the class after 
determining where each student’s passions lie. 

How much daily 
waste can  
a second-grade 
classroom  
really produce?

WORKING IN  
GOD’S GARDEN
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Through an open class discussion in early 
spring, the class decided they wanted to learn 
more about their own waste production, and 
how this can affect both animal habitats and the 
students themselves. Then over spring break, 
Vanderzee and Jen got to work developing a 
learning model that reflected the Iroquois theme 
of Creation Care, and the project began.

Over the next month or so, the class vastly 
decreased their daily trash by recycling, reusing, 
and composting; collected and sorted waste 
and graphed the results of their efforts; read 
articles about sustainability and wrote reflective 
paragraphs; posted about their work throughout 
the Iroquois building; and shared their efforts 
with parents.

After two experimental weeks of reducing their 
waste through intentional efforts, the students 
were more engaged than ever. “It was extra 
work for them,” says Jen. But “they wanted 
every single change that we had implemented to 
continue for the rest of the year.” 

Because of this passionate response, Vanderzee 
and Jen continued guiding the students through 
their sustainability efforts, and over the course of 
the project, the class was able to decrease their 
waste by two thirds.

At the end of the project, Vanderzee and Jen 
were surprised and delighted at the students’ 
passion for and commitment to a healthier 
environment for all. Working on potentially 
tackling this topic again this year based on 
overwhelmingly positive feedback, the Spanish 
Immersion teachers now have a model for an 
effective, cross-disciplinary project that connects 
students with their faith and with the world.

The class vastly 
decreased their daily 

trash by recycling, 
reusing, and 
composting.

QUICK T IPS 
to make lunchtime 
more environmentally 
friendly:

PACK LUNCH 
IN REUSABLE 
CONTAINERS

BUY REUSABLE 
BEVERAGE 
CONTAINERS

PACK CLOTH 
NAPKINS AND 
SILVERWARE

PURCHASE 
BULK SNACKS

SHOP 
SEASONALLY

The earth belongs to the Lord.  
And so does everything in it.
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C O M M U N I C AT I O N 
IN GOD’S CREATION

OUTSIDE OR IN  THE LAB: 
EVERGREEN FLEX WEEKS 
OFFER D IVERSE  
EXPERIENCES

At Grand Rapids Christian Elementary School’s 
Evergreen Campus, a balanced learning approach is 
at the core of every experience. Focused on “learning 
with less interruption,” the campus adheres to a 
balanced calendar that adds days at the end of the 
school year and redistributes them throughout the 
year. 

Two of these weeks, one in the fall and one in the 
spring, are activated in the form of enrichment 
opportunities that take students outside of the 
classroom to gain a different perspective.

In the fall, Evergreen students visit Camp Roger in 
a four-day program focused on outdoor education. 
“They’re outside almost the whole time that they 
are at Camp Roger,” says Principal Ann Bakker. 
Learning valuable skills like canoeing, map reading, 
orienteering, archery, outdoor survival including 
making shelters, and more, students are immersed in 
the West Michigan forest. 

“It is a really wonderful change of pace that seems to 
be very beneficial for staff and students alike,” says 
Team 3 Teacher Graham Schultze.

Camp Roger staff also worked diligently to incorporate 
the school-wide theme of “Communication in God’s 
Garden” into their curriculum, demonstrating the 
communication necessary in lessons like outdoor 
safety. “They did a really nice job of focusing in with 
our theme,” says Bakker. “Communication is not just 
about talking, but it’s about everything we do in our 
daily lives.”
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Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name;  
make known among the nations what He has done.  
Sing to Him, sing praise to Him; tell of all His wonderful acts.

In February, students were afforded a much 
different experience, heading indoors to the 
labs at the Van Andel Education Institute. 
“It was pretty amazing,” says Bakker.  “We 
were the first school group that did on-site 
education for a whole week at Van Andel 
Institute.” 

Bakker and Schultze worked with Student 
Program Manager Randy Schregardus, 
M.Ed., who crafted a four-day program 
for the Evergreen group. Working in two 
different buildings, the students were 
immersed in three to four different activities 
throughout the week, such as creating 
microhabitats for aquatic animals or building 
a structure that could withstand a simulated 
earthquake.

Small groups also ventured uphill to the 
research center for face time with the 
scientists. “The instructors at Van Andel 
were just phenomenal, and the kids were 
totally engaged,” says Schultze.

Schultze also notes that the benefits of 
Evergreen’s multi-age structure are even 
more evident in these unique environments 
outside of the classroom. “You get to see 
something that the Evergreen students 
already love so much go to the next level,” 
he says.

By allowing students to take a break 
from traditional classes during their flex 
weeks at Evergreen, optional enrichment 
opportunities like these offer a deeper look 
into a certain field of study, as well as a 
refreshing pause from the classroom. “Flex 
weeks offer a little bit of respite from the 
day-to-day…without totally jarring kids out of 
rhythm,” says Schultze.

Confident in their tried and true education 
partner in Camp Roger and hoping the 
Van Andel Institute experience was only 
the first of many, Bakker and Schultze 
are committed to these distinctive weeks 
available only at Evergreen.

We were 
the first 
school 
group  

that did 
on-site 

education 
for a 

whole 
week at  

Van Andel 
Institute.
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TAELYNN
OTTE

GRCHS class of 2011
Wyoming Public Schools

Special Education Teacher

WHY HOCKEY IS AT HER VERY CORE:

I started playing hockey when I was five years 
old. It has always been much more than just a 
game for me. For as long as I can remember, 
it has always been one of my favorite ways to 
glorify God.

HER BIGGEST SUPPORTERS AT GRCS:

Daimond Dixon and Joe Kolet are the two 
most influential trainers/coaches that helped 
me in achieving my life-long goal of playing 
Division I college ice hockey. Both of these 
coaches believed in me and supported me 
through all my injuries. I couldn’t have done it 
without them pushing me and having my back. 

WHY SHE BELIEVES IN A GOOD SUPPORT 
SYSTEM:

School didn’t always come easy to me; I 
struggled with English and received help 
through the Student Support Services 
program at Grand Rapids Christian. I am a 
very hard worker and strived to receive good 
grades. I graduated with a high 3.8 grade 
point average which wouldn’t be possible 
without the help from my school tutors and 
family supporting and encouraging me to 
never give up and always work hard.

HOW SHE PUTS HER EXPERIENCE TO 
GOOD USE AS A SPECIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER:

My passions have driven my career goals, and 
now I am living them out every day as a coach 
and a special education teacher. I have always 
had a passion for working with youth who 
have mental and/or physical needs. I know 
God has given me the gift of seeing these 
children in His light, and I am able to learn so 
many amazing things through my students 
every day.

GREATEST  
PASSION:

Working with youth who 
have mental and/or  

physical needs

After graduating from Grand Rapids Christian 

Schools, alumni go on to accomplish great 

things. Whether making their mark on the 

entertainment industry, building leaders and 

transforming communities, contributing to rain 

forest conservation, or using their athletic skills 

to inspire the next generation, the paths for GRCS 

alumni are as diverse as they are exciting. Catch up 

with these seven alumni who look back on how their 

experiences at GRCS prepared them to pursue their 

passions and explore God’s plan for their future.
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GREATEST  
PASSION:

Change, equity, truth-telling, 
theology, business, and the 
intersection between these 
things in the urban context

THE THREE CLASSES THAT 
INFLUENCED HIS CAREER:

Math class with Ms. Ricketts, Bible 
with Mark Kuiper, and Psychology 
with Mr. Grasmeyer. I have never 
really thought about it, but it makes 
sense now since I have spent 
my career engaging in the cross-
section of business, theology, and 
society. 

HOW HE BREAKS DOWN 
HIS IDENTITY AS A SERIAL 
ENTREPRENEUR AND 
CONSULTANT:

I have started a number of 
companies, from landscaping to 
construction, a café to a failed 
coconut manufacturing venture in 
Guatemala. 

Now I provide consulting and 
executive coaching to a wide 
variety of for-profit and nonprofit 
leaders in Grand Rapids, around the 
country, and around the world who 
are seeking to lead from a place of 
deep conviction and excellence. 

Most of my time locally I spend 
leading the partnership of five 
organizations called the Grand 
Rapids Center for Community 
Transformation: a new model of 
innovation in the city. The Grand 
Rapids Center for Community 
Transformation is a collective 
between non-profits: Bethany 
Christian Services, NAACP 
of Greater Grand Rapids, GR 
Nehemiah Project, and two social 
enterprises, Building Bridges 
Professional Services and Rising 
Grinds Café — partners working 
together to create a flourishing city.

WHERE BUSINESS AND FAITH 
MET IN HIS RESEARCH:

I am passionate about change, 
equity, truth-telling, theology, 
business, and the intersection 
between these things in the urban 
context. My dissertation research 
really looked at theology and 
business for social impact in global 
cities. My unique study was on 
transformative business principles 
that actually create equity and 
model the person of Jesus within 
the DNA of the business model. 

I think these passions to see 
businesses as the normative way in 
which people move out of poverty, 
create wealth, and help Christ-
followers sacrificially live into the 
likeness of Christ came from racial 
and economic struggles of my own.  

HIS HOPES FOR A FUTURE OF 
TRANSFORMATIVE EQUITY:

From an educational perspective, 
with all the excellent and superb 
educators, facilities, connections, 
family businesses, wealth, and 
relationships that the GRCS 
community stewards, I think that 
we have a great responsibility to 
not simply maintain the currently 
existing structure of only traditional 
charity — in which we have a long 
and outstanding track record of 
having a heart for the poor. But we 
also need to ask ourselves how 
to really form the young minds 
of our students so that they see 
politics, business, education, or 
whatever careers they enter, or 
choices they make, to consider the 
poor and disenfranchised. This will 
help us move away from poverty 
alleviation but to one of wealth 
creation.

DR. JUSTIN
BEENE

GRCHS class of 2002
Grand Rapids Center for Community Transformation

Founder
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RICH
LIVERANCE
GRCHS class of 2010

DreamWorks Animation
Animatic Editor

JOHN
LIVERANCE
GRCHS class of 2014

DreamWorks Animation
Production Assistant

HUDSON
LIVERANCE
GRCHS class of 2013
Paramount Pictures
Page

FAVORITE 
CHILDHOOD  

ACTIVITY:

Making movies  
together
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THEIR FAVORITE CLASSES AT GRCHS:

Hudson: My favorite class was German, taught by 
Donna Kamerman-Houskamp (or as we call her, 
Frau KH). I took it all four years, and I had a blast in 
every class.

Rich: My favorite class in high school was also 
my most challenging. I took an art class with Mr. 
Quist my junior year at GRCHS where we focused 
on clay sculpting... I ended up with a model I was 
pretty proud of and was actually one of the pieces 
that helped get me accepted into art school.

John: I loved any class that dealt with stories: 
English classes, art classes, and Bible classes.

THEIR SURPRISINGLY DIFFERENT MAJORS:

Hudson: I originally went to Auburn to become 
a pilot. I was a Professional Flight Management 
major and was in Air Force ROTC. After a year of 
flying, I realized that while I had a lot of fun doing 
it, my true passions were film and music. I then 
switched to a major in visual media with a minor in 
music.

Rich: I majored in art and design at the Penny W. 
Stamps School of Art and Design at the University 
of Michigan. I graduated with a bachelor of fine 
arts degree.

John: I attended Auburn University where I 
majored in film/television with a minor in creative 
writing.

THEIR CURRENT POSITIONS:

Hudson: I am a Page at Paramount Pictures. 
My main responsibility is giving tours around 
the studio lot. The Page Program is a two-year 
program.

Rich: I’m an Editor for animation at DreamWorks 
Animation Studios. I just wrapped up editing a 
recently announced Netflix series called Kipo and 
the Age of Wonderbeasts and have moved on to a 
Jurassic World animated series.

John: I am a Production Assistant at DreamWorks 
Animation. I assist every creative position 
(producers, directors, editors, writers, artists, etc.) 
with any of their production needs. I support them 
in the hopes that they only have to worry about 
being creative.

WHY THEY THINK THEIR BROTHERS ALSO WORK 
IN ENTERTAINMENT:

Hudson: We all fell in love with movies together. 
We spent our days making movies in our 
basement and building Legos for our stop motion 
animations. Every weekend, we were at the 
Celebration Cinema next to our house. It has 
always been a team effort, and hopefully, it always 
will be.

Rich: As cool as it would’ve been to have brothers 
who were pilots, I’m glad they switched to media 
studies. I can’t start Liverance Bros. Studios 
without them.

John: Both of my parents have a good grasp 
of storytelling. When they were raising us, they 
presented God to us as the Ultimate Storyteller. 
This relationship between faith in Jesus Christ and 
my love of entertainment keeps me motivated as I 
begin my career, and I know it’s no accident that I 
get to tag along with my older brothers.

NEXT STEPS IN THEIR CAREERS:

Hudson: The next step of my career will be 
whatever Paramount offers me. I can’t wait to see 
what that is.

Rich: I try my best to put full faith in God’s plan for 
my life, and He’s blessed me with so much already. 
Now I’m trying to identify what next steps will be 
most glorifying to Him.

John: I want to move into a more creative position.

THEIR FAVORITE MOVIES:

Hudson: Tied for first is The Lord of the Rings 
trilogy, the Marvel Cinematic Universe, Raiders of 
the Lost Ark, That Thing You Do!, West Side Story, 
Up, and the entire filmography of Tom Cruise. My 
top 10 is actually about 83 movies.

Rich: Whenever someone asks me this question 
I always say, “you mean besides all three Lord of 
the Rings movies?” (It’s a fact that they’re perfect 
movies.) So I’m going to say besides LOTR, my 
favorite animated movie is Monsters Inc., and my 
favorite live-action movie is Casino Royale.

John: ______ by Steven Spielberg. I would end 
the joke there, but I owe it to A Few Good Men to 
also say A Few Good Men.

After graduating from GRCHS, Rich, Hudson, and John 
all pursued different paths that led them to careers in 
entertainment. Here, they break down their love for film,  
what unites them, and what makes them unique.
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JOEL
BETTS

GRCHS class of 2010
Global Wildlife Conservation

Associate Scientist for Mesoamerica

HIS FAVORITE CLASS AT GRCHS:

Honors Biology with Ms. Kits. I appreciate the 
quality of work that Ms. Kits asked of us in biology 
class, as well as the great hands-on opportunities. 

WHAT BEING A FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR MEANS 
FOR HIS CAREER:

It gave me the opportunity to spend nearly 
all of 2018 in Central America conducting my 
master’s research. I care a lot about rainforest 
conservation and about streams and fish; it 
was awesome to have the chance to merge 
those interests with a meaningful project. This 
opportunity also helped me to keep improving 
my Spanish language proficiency. It opened up 
the possibility of future work in Central America, 
like the projects I will be working on with Global 
Wildlife Conservation over the next few months. 

WHAT HE’S RESEARCHING NOW:

My main research project assessed the impact of 
illegal deforestation on the river resources of the 
forest reserves of Southeast Nicaragua. In 2018, I 
spent 10 months in the field and lab in Nicaragua 
and Costa Rica working with local students and 
guides to gather data on the fish, insects, and 
shrimp that live in small streams, in primary 
rainforest areas, as well as in areas recently 
converted to cattle pasture. The Nicaraguan 
indigenous Rama and afrodescendent Kriol are 
concerned that the illegal deforestation for cattle 
pasture in their rain-forested territory is going to 
impact the health of their fisheries. My goal was 
to provide hard evidence of these impacts so that 
they can use this evidence to strengthen their 
management and advocacy efforts.

WHAT HE WANTS FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION: 

I hope that our generation will not be the last 
to know the thousands of species of plants and 
animals that are on the brink of extinction. I hope 
that future generations will not look back to our 
time with regret as the time that we did not make 
the lifestyle and energy transitions we needed 
to make in order to keep climate change from 
irreversibly changing the world’s ecosystems. 
I hope that in this increasingly connected 
multicultural world, people will do the hard work 
of listening to and learning from people who have 
a different upbringing and beliefs from them. I 
hope ultimately that people will work together to 
promote the mutual flourishing of all living things.

FAVORITE  
PLACE:

The water or 
the woods
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RACHEL
EPPERLY

GRCHS class of 2014
Fulbright Scholar

Ewha University, Korea

HER FAVORITE CLASSES AT 
GRCHS:

I was influenced by Mrs. Knol’s 
literature and religion classes. 
I particularly appreciated the 
balance of critical and creative 
thinking in her teaching. In 
her literary analysis, Mrs. Knol 
focused not only on writing 
mechanics but also the abstract, 
sensory, or intangible effects 
that made a work successful. 
This balance made her class a 
naturally welcoming environment 
for students with a variety of 
learning styles. 

A FORMATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
AT GRCHS:

One formational experience at 
GRCS was developing friendships 
with the GRCHS international 
student community. These 
friendships were very meaningful 
and deepened my awareness of 
many cultures. 

HER PLANS FOR THIS FALL:

For my Fulbright research, I will 
be in Seoul from September 
to July studying the traditional 
Korean vocal genre, pansori. In 
addition to my vocal training, I will 
compose and perform a staged 
song cycle informed by pansori. 

My project is focused on 
exploring the vocal, narrative, 
and compositional intersections 
between contemporary pansori 
and classical/indie genres. My 
affiliated university is Ewha 
University, where I will likely be 
taking Korean language classes 
as well. 

WHAT BEING A FULBRIGHT 
SCHOLAR MEANS FOR HER 
FUTURE:

The study of Korean music is one 
of my long-lasting passions, and I 
predict that it will shape my entire 
career. However, resources for 
studying Korean music are scarce 
in the US. By granting me the 
opportunity to live in Korea and 
be immersed in Korean music for 
10 months, Fulbright gives me the 
resources to actualize my career-
defining passion.

HOW SHE FIRST HEARD OF THE 
TRADITIONAL KOREAN VOCAL 
GENRE, PANSORI:

The internet is an incredible 
resource for students, particularly 
for learning about other cultures. I 
first heard of pansori on YouTube 
and used websites to teach 
myself the Korean language. I also 
participated in Stanford University’s 
online Korean culture and history 
course and wrote online reviews of 
Korean indie music while I was in 
high school. 

THE UNKNOWNS OF TRAVELING 
TO KOREA:

The concept of my Fulbright is 
still daunting to me, and there are 
several unknowns: how my music 
and identity will change, what 
language or cultural barriers I will 
face; however, fear and excitement 
are closely related, and I know 
that these fears are probably just 
disguised excitements. Just like 
what they say with performance 
anxiety, nerves can actually be a 
source of positive energy! 

UPCOMING  
DESTINATION:

Seoul, Korea
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PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE

NEXT  STEPS. . .

2 National Merit Scholarship Finalists 
2 National Merit Commended Scholars

NATIONAL 
MERIT

ADVANCED PL ACEMENT
In 2019, 327 students took 633 Advanced Placement Exams in 
15 subject areas. Students earned at least one score of three or 
higher in 79% of AP exams. This far exceeds state and national 
averages of 65% and 61%, respectively.  

GRCHS MICHIGAN NATIONAL

AP Scholar is granted to students who receive a 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams.  
55 GRCHS students earned AP Scholar recognition. 

AP Scholar with Honor is granted to students who receive an average score of at least 
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on four or more of these exams.  
29 GRCHS students were recognized with this honor.

AP Scholar with Distinction is granted to students who receive an average score of 
at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on five or more of these 
exams. 43 GRCHS students received this honor. 

National AP Scholar is granted to students in the US who receive an average score of 
at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these 
exams. Two GRCHS students were recognized with this honor. 

78 out of 210 seniors received highest 
honors – 3.95 GPA or above

3.95
GPA

HIGHEST 
HONORS

Earned over $2 million in first-year 
merit-based scholarships

MILLION
PLUS
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COLLEGE TESTING
The average ACT Composite score for our senior class is 24.9, compared to the national average of 20.8. 

GRCHS NATIONAL

The average SAT score was 1144, compared to the national average of 1068.

ACT and SAT scores are one measure of college readiness. 

GRCHS NATIONAL

WHERE ARE THEY NOW. . .

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Florida
Georgia
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa

Kentucky
Massachusetts
Minnesota
New York
Ohio
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia
Washington DC
Wisconsin

24% OF STUDENTS ARE 
ATTENDING SCHOOLS 
OUTSIDE OF THE STATE 
OF MICHIGAN:

AMONG THE MICHIGAN SCHOOLS, OUR GRADUATES ARE ATTENDING: 
Albion College
Aquinas College
Calvin University
Central Michigan University
Cornerstone University
Davenport University

Ferris State University
Grand Valley State University
Hope College
Kuyper College
Lake Superior State University

Michigan State University
Michigan Technological University
Spring Arbor University
University of Michigan
Western Michigan University

80%

4-YEAR
COLLEGE

11%

2-YEAR
COLLEGE

1%

GAP YEAR
6%

WORKFORCE
1%

MILITARY
1%

UNKNOWN
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New 2 You, a self-sustaining 
nonprofit founded to offset the 
tuition of Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools’ students, has grown much 
past its original location and design, 
having contributed $6 million in 
tuition dollars over its lifetime, and 
$330 per student for the 2018-2019 
school year alone.

Now in its 15th year, New 2 You is 
just getting started. “We’re growing,” 
says General Manager Karen Witte. 
A committee has been formed to 
determine the next steps for the 
evolving store.

Witte reflects on the strong 
foundation on which the nonprofit 
was built. In 2004, New 2 You was 
founded on the three-legged stool 
model. “In order to be successful, 
you have to have three important 
things of equal value. If you do not 
have all three, you should not even 
start.” These three elements are a 
healthy customer base with a good 
location, ongoing donations of 
goods from the community, and a 
large volunteer base to offset labor 
costs. “You have to have a lot of 
volunteers,” says Witte. And indeed 
they do.

As general manager, Witte oversees 
the 175 volunteers that donate their 
time each week, sorting donations, 
steaming garments, running the 
cash register, washing donated 
glassware, or organizing the sales 
floor. New 2 You relies on these 
volunteers to keep the store — 
which typically earns $1.1 million 
each year — humming along at a 
healthy pace. 

volunteers  
per week

weekend 
transactions

weekend 
customers

in Saturday 
sales

annual 
revenue

in GRCS tuition assistance
since 2004

The store’s volunteer base is made up of students, grandparents, and 
parents of current GRCS students as well as members of the greater 
Grand Rapids community. “It’s an important touchpoint and connection 
point with our parents,” says Witte, who appreciates each and every 
three-hour shift.

“Volunteers are really good people to work at New 2 You,” says store 
Board Member Ken Baker, who notes that the majority of the current 
volunteer base are grandparents. The challenge is attracting more 
current parents and community members.

What started with just a few 
people and a small idea 15 
years ago has become one 
of the finest thrift stores in 
Grand Rapids.

HOW A THRIFT  STORE 
CONTRIBUTED 
$6  MILL ION  
TOWARD TUIT ION 
ASS ISTANCE:  
NEW 2  YOU 
CELEBRATES  
15  YEARS

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 18-19 Impact Report22



New 2 You relies on 
volunteers to keep the 
store humming along 

at a healthy pace. 

And these valued volunteers are the lifeblood of the 
operation. They prepare and sell thousands of individual 
items each week. On a typical Saturday, notes Witte, the 
store averages approximately 300 transactions for about 
1000 customers totaling $5000 to $6000. “That is a lot of 
goods, a lot of transactions, a lot of things that we have to 
sell,” she says.

These goods are donated daily at New 2 You’s convenient 
drive-through drop-off station. Donors are greeted at 
their car and assisted with bringing in boxes of clothing, 
jewelry, home goods, etc. “Our donors give us great stuff,” 
says Witte.

The ease with which community members can donate 
was part of a renovation four years ago that reimagined 
an intentional donation space. “This was a pretty big thing 
that happened over five years ago, right when I started,” 
says Witte, who adds that the parking lot, entrance, and 
signage was also redesigned to make the store as inviting 
as any typical retail space.

This, along with the cultural shift toward shopping at 
thrift stores, has contributed to New 2 You’s increasing 
popularity over the years. It has earned the award of the 
“Best Thrift Store in Grand Rapids” two years running by 
Grand Rapids Magazine. “That’s a big distinction for us,” 
says Witte, who adds that the store was in competition 
with other local nominees like Goodwill and Salvation 
Army.

Looking forward, Witte, Baker, and the staff and board 
members at New 2 You will continue to strive for 
excellence as they combine a stellar location with a 
steady flow of quality donations and a dedicated group 
of volunteers. “That need is still there,” says Baker, who 
supports the mission of offsetting tuition for the thousands 
of students that call GRCS home. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT NEW 2 YOU:
phone: 616.942.2929

web: new2youshop.org
email: new2you@grcs.org
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F INANCIAL  H IGHL IGHTS

We are honored to receive many forms of revenue to fund our educational and co-curricular programs. 
Below are two charts showing the sources of this revenue and how these funds are utilized to ensure 
students achieve at high levels and are equipped to be effective servants of Christ.

GRAND RAPIDS CHRIST IAN SCHOOLS OPERAT ING FUND

Instruction & Extracurricular 5.3%

Financial Aid / Variable Tuition 9.7%

Operations 18.7%

$1,275,349

$2,331,271

$4,466,309

Tuition 80.7%
$19,745,255

Charitable Resources 12.5%
$3,066,458

Other Revenue 6.8%

	 Parents	 $17,375,071
	Churches and Others	 $2,370,184

Eagles Fund 	 $1,732,213
GRCS Foundation 	 $721,000
New 2 You 	 $613,245

$1,655,835

REVENUE
$24,467,548

Wages & Benefits 66.3%

$15,849,203

EXPENSES
$23,922,132
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

As of 6/30/2019 As of 6/30/2018

ASSETS

Investments at market value $17,375,271 $16,284,941

Pledges receivable $6,910 $6,660

Prepaid expense $337,262 $320,130

Cash surrender value of life insurance $235,453 $216,994

Total assets $17,954,896 $16,828,725

As of 6/30/2019 As of 6/30/2018

REVENUES AND GAINS/(LOSSES)

Bequests and gifts $1,896,629 $616,246

Investment income $380,420 $383,559

Gain/loss on sales of securities 

(realized and unrealized)
$909,457 $971,661

Change in value of life insurance $18,460 $19,362

Total revenues and gains/(losses) $3,204,966 $1,990,828

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Accounts payable $4,040 $187,952

Charitable gift annuity liability $14,141 $14,700

Total liabilities $18,181 $202,652

Net Assets

Total net assets $17,936,715 $16,626,073

Total net assets and liabilities $17,954,896 $16,828,725

EXPENSES

Grants and financial aid authorized $1,365,262 $1,046,282

Special fund support $300,000 $300,000

Investment management fees $109,675 $35,576

Professional services $0 $7,683

Other services $ 123,675 $118,224

Total expenses $1,898,612 $1,507,765

Net income/(loss) $1,306,354 $483,063

2018  /  2019GRAND RAPIDS CHRIST IAN SCHOOL FOUNDATION
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METHODS
OF G IV ING

There are many ways to express your support 
of Grand Rapids Christian Schools. No matter 
how you make your gift or where you direct your 
support, it is needed and deeply appreciated.

CURRENT 
G IF TS

CASH, CHECK, CREDIT 
CARD, OR ELECTRONIC 
FUNDS TRANSFER
You can make a one-time gift or 
pledge your gift over a period of 
time. This is a very simple way 
to express your commitment to 
and support of GRCS. 

STOCKS, BONDS, 
MUTUAL FUNDS, OR 
OTHER SECURITIES 
If you own stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds, or other 
securities, please consider 
using them to make your gift. 
Giving gifts of appreciated 
assets can provide you with 
maximum tax savings. 

OTHER TYPES OF GIFTS 
GRCS is familiar with handling 
non-publicly traded securities, 
real estate, and other assets 
used in charitable giving. If you 
would like to make a special-
type gift, we will be happy to 
help you do so. 

WILL OR TRUST
The simplest way to make a gift is to name 
GRCS in your will or trust. Your gift becomes a 
part of the Schools’ permanent endowment.  

BENEFICIARY OF YOUR IRA, 401(K), 
403(B), LIFE INSURANCE, OR OTHER 
QUALIFIED PLAN 
Designate GRCS as a beneficiary of your 
retirement plan or life insurance policy. Ask 
your financial professional for assistance or 
call the Development Office at 616.574.6017.  

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
This is a popular way to receive income for 
life while making an immediate, significant 
gift to GRCS. For additional information, 
please contact the Development Office at 
616.574.6017.

REAL ESTATE 
Make a gift of your home, land, vacation 
property, or business property and retain the 
use of the property for the rest of your life. 

OTHER 
For additional information on how to provide a 
gift of any amount, please feel free to contact 
the Development Office at 616.574.6017.

	 PL ANNED  
  & DEFERRED 	
	 G IF TS

GIV ING T IP

Making a multi-year 
pledge or designating 
an ongoing monthly or 
quarterly gift increases 
the impact of your 
giving considerably 
and provides ongoing 
support to a critical 
area of need.

GIV ING 
OPPORTUNIT Y
On average, families 
that are awarded 
financial aid support 
receive $3,300 per 
student.  
Make a Christian 
education accessible 
to a deserving student 
through a partial, 
single, or multiple 
student award pledge. 
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MAKING
AN IMPACT

Students, teachers, parents, grandparents, 
alumni, and friends are all essential to helping 
Grand Rapids Christian Schools thrive. Here 
are some ways you can make an impact. 

E AGLES 
FUND

Each and every Eagles Fund 
gift given provides immediate 
resources that have a long-
lasting impact on our students. 

When you give to the Eagles 
Fund, you are helping support 
the 700 students who are 
receiving financial aid from 
Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools and the 450 students 
who are receiving Student 
Support Services. The 
Eagles Fund also maintains 
the Schools’ high-quality 
academic and fine arts 
programs, all while enhancing 
the educational experience for 
all of our students. 

The Grand Rapids Christian School Foundation builds a 
permanent endowment, now totaling over $17 million, to 
ensure the future of quality, Christ-centered education in 
Grand Rapids. 
For over 50 years, the Foundation has helped donors 
support the Schools by reducing the cost of tuition for all 
families, providing need-based financial aid, underwriting 
important academic programs, supporting teachers’ 
professional development, and sustaining facility 
maintenance. 
The Foundation accepts all forms of charitable giving, 
including current, planned, and estate gifts.

PERMANENT 
ENDOWMENT

GIV ING OPPORTUNIT Y
Establish an endowed fund during 
your lifetime or through your estate 
plan. Several options are available 
that provide current tax and estate 
planning benefits while helping you 
support GRCS. Options include: 

Unrestricted Fund – An annual 
grant is made from your fund to 
the Schools in an area where 
financial resources are needed 
most. 

Financial Aid Fund – An annual 
grant is made from your fund to a 
family that is unable to afford the 
full cost of tuition. 

Field of Interest Fund – An 
annual grant is made from 
your fund to the Schools in an 
academic area important to you, 
such as mathematics, science, or 
the fine arts. 

All gifts to GRCS are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law.

You can help ensure that students 
have the opportunity for a Christian 
education by making a gift in your will 
or estate plan. 

Supporting GRCS through a bequest 
is the easiest way to make an impact 
for years to come; simply name 
Grand Rapids Christian Schools as a 
beneficiary in your will. Sample wording 
to make your bequest is available 
by calling the Development Office at 
616.574.6017. 

When you make a bequest to GRCS, 
you join the J. Herman Fles Society. 
This society was created in 2005 and 
is named after J. Herman Fles, who 
founded the Grand Rapids Christian 
School Foundation in 1965 and was its 
first donor and board president.  

GIV ING  
T IP
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2018 / 2019 Donors
Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools gratefully 
acknowledges the gifts 
of its donors, whose 
contributions during the 
past year have provided 
significant support in 
advancing our mission.

A
Anonymous (25)
A & A Harris Enterprises
Mary and Bill Abel
Frank and Lena Abissi
Mark and Joanne Abolt
Ismael and Vanessa Abreu
Access 24 Self Storage
Accurate Alignment & Brake Service
Joel and Barbara Adams
Tom and Harriet Adams
Jerry and Jeanine Adank
Alan Adsmond
Advance Packaging Corp.  

Drivers & Shipping Dept.
Ken and Mary Afman
AIG, Inc
Ajacs Die Sales Corporation
Martin and Linda Alberts
Jill and John Alfond
Alger Pediatrics, P.C.
Jason and Suzanne Allen
Chuck and Gail Alles
Tim and Lisa Alles
Alles Law
Ron and Jodi Alvesteffer
Ruth and Sam Alward
Justin and Kara Amash
AmazonSmile Foundation
AMDG Architects
Teryila and Luper Amough
Samuel and Donna Anema
Leonard Anspach
Kristen Antioho
Doug Apol
Henry Apol
Applied Imaging
Larry Arnn
Marlan and Alida Arnoys
Jeff and Gretchen Asfour
Aspen Gold Investment  

Management Inc.
Derek and Keri Atkins
Dan and Rachel Atwood
Brad and Rachel Aupperlee
Gordon and Colleen Averill
Joanne Ayotte

B
B&V Mechanical, Inc.
Patricia Baak

Martheen Baas
Glenn and Jennifer Bailey
Dan Baker and Marne Wittung-Baker
Doug and Sheryl Baker
Dwight and Tammy Baker
Edwin Baker
Jacki Baker
James and Dora Baker
Rich and Fran Baker
Baker Book House
Rich and Ann Bakker
Cy Balk
Jim and Shirley Balk
Martin and Melissa Balk
Timothy and Skyler Bangma
Jim and Viki Barber
Brian and Rachel Bardolph
Henry Barlow
Barnabas Foundation
Scott and Shelley Barnard
Henry and Ruth Baron
Larry Bartos
Dave and Betty Jo Bast
Dan and Jan Bays
John and Ginny Baysore

Donald and Gina Bazany
Beene Garter LLP
Casey and Becky Bell
Bruce Beltman
Michael and Julie Bemben
Martin and Amanda Benckhuysen
Kim Benedict
Tom and Marian Benedict
Brad and Anna Bengtson
Dee Bennett
Harvey and Trish Bennett
Joan Berends
Berends Hendricks Stuit  

Insurance Agency
Norma Berens
Matt and Shari Berger
Phil and Fay Berger
Estate of Kenneth and Jeanne 

Bergsma
Marge Bergsma
Bob and Linda Berkhof
Lou and Janis Berkhof

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Bethany Christian Services
Denny and Lori Betten
Joe and Verna Betten
Marlene Betten
Ron and Norma Betten
Marion and Marlene Betten 

Foundation
Betten Imports
Gregg and Rajene Betz
Gordon Beute
Dave and Jill Bielema
John Bielema
Jim and Kathleen Bierens
Paul and Barbara Bierens
Nathan and Andrea Bierma
Nicholas Bihler and Mara  

Tornga-Bihler
Kevin and Ruth Billiau
Ken Bishop
Scott and Melissa Bishop
Mary Bjork
Alex Blackwell
Jeff and Ruth Blahnik
John and Diane Blakemore

Vincent and Angie Blank
Chris and Kristin Blanker
Ed and Carol Blankespoor
Harvey and Marlene Blankespoor
Jay Blankespoor and Elizabeth 

VanderHaagen
Richard Blauwkamp
Barb Bleiler
Mary and Keith Blevins
David Bloem
Jim and Diane Bloem
Blu House Properties
Everett and Monique Boakes
Tom and Norma Boehm
Chuck and Chris Boelkins
Eric and Stacey Boender
Chris and Dawn Boer
William J. and Laurie Boer
Ted and Jan Boers
Barb Boersma
Drew and Julie Boersma
Fred and Janice Boersma

Loekie Boersma
Stan and Janna Boes
Ken and Wanda Bokhoven
Greg and Heidi Bol
Bob Bolt
Brian and Joni Bolt
David and Kim Bolt
John and Ruth Bolt
Jerry and Mary Bonnema
Russ Bono
Michael Bont
Helen Bonzelaar
Doug and Kathie Boogaart
Carol Boonstra
Bill and Bea Boorsma
Scott and Sue Boot
Lindsey Borek
Elaine Borgman
Dale Borst
Larry and Jeanne Borst
Chuck and Karen Bos
Jack and Julie Bos
Larry and Dawn Bos
Michael and Betty-Ann Boss
Ronald and Myra Boss

Jim and Angie Bosscher
Carl Bossenbroek
Carl Botting
Dale and Marcia Bouma
Herman and Angela Bouma
Bill and Karen Bouman
Dolores Bour
Peter and Annette Bourland
Doug and Chris Bouwer
Earl and Nancy Bouwer
Juke and Carolyn Bouwer
John and Nancy Bouwkamp
Ric and Kris Bouwma
Tom and Sonia Bouwman
Brian and Sara Boven
Bryan and Susan Boven
Brian and Rachel Boville
Bill and Gari Lynn Bowling
Jeff and Patti Boyd
Steve and Cheryl Brandt
John and Em Brashler
Tom and Vonda Brasser and Family

My experiences in GRCS helped prepare me for embracing difficult 
dialogue and thinking critically about social issues; even more, 
they helped me consider how my faith informs my position on 
those issues. I recognize key teachers and staff who supported 
and challenged me in ways that facilitated my growth.

DAVID J. LUKE, PH.D. ‘03
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Don and Norma Bratt
Justin and Sarah Bratt
Ken and Laurel Bratt
Jim and Sharon Breuker
John and Becky Breuker
Ben and Kathryn Breuninger
Fran and Kay Breuninger
Khary Bridgewater and Jennifer 

McCormick-Bridgewater
George and Judith Brightrall
Dick and Sandi Brill
Emily Brink
Dean and Marlene Brinks
Brian and Arrin Brisbane
Annette Broene
Dick and Mary Broene
Greg and Betsy Broene
Kevin and Stephanie Broene
John and Bev Broersma
Brothers Leather Supply Co.
Bruce and Shari Brouwer
Marcia Brouwer
Merrie Brouwer
The Brouwers Agency, LLC
Joe and Nelly Brower
Bill and Karen Bruinsma
Ashanti and Rahni Bryant
Don and Sara Buchholz
Bob and Carol Buist
Don and Kelly Buist
Buist Sheet Metal Company Inc.
Ross and Rita Buitendorp
Don and Barb Bultman
Pete Buma
Mitch and Jan Burgers
Eric and Tracy Burgess
Brian Burrows
Nate and Emily Bush
Brad and Michelle Busscher
Carl and Emma Butenas
Dave and Sandy Buter
Tom and Gwen Buteyn
Adrian and Heather Butler
Jeff and Kristin Buursma
Randy and Debra Buursma
Gerald* and Peg Bykerk
Jon Bylsma and Jennifer Johnston

C
Asante Cain and Nichole Northern
Nicolas and Marlene Cajita
Calvin Christian Reformed Church
Calvin University
John and Mary Camp
David and Karen Campbell
Tyson and Lindsay Capel
Neil and LaVonne Carlson
Jeffrey and Kelli Casamento
Brent Tate and Angela Cassiday
Mark and Annamarie Cassis
Loretta Castaneda

CDV5 Foundation
Celebration Cinema
Centennial Securities
Centerline Engineering Inc.
Craig and Deborah Charles
Zhiyuan Chen and Guang Yang
ChiroHealth
Jonathan and Janet Chism
Wendell and Bertha Chivis
Wayne and Jamie Christenson
Christian Education Charitable Trust
Christian Evangelical Trust
Bob and Carol Christians
Derek and Lesley Christians
Harold and Hazel Christians
John and Shelly Christians
Marcos and Casey Cid
City National Rochdale LLC
Dale and Hilda Clark
Greg and Kate Clark
Greg and Linda Clarkin
Peter and Bev Clover
Mary and Steve Cohle
Chris and Beth Cok
Don and Janice Cok
Mike and Kathy Cok
Josh and Erika Cole
Randy and Chris Commeret
Chris and Sara Cook
Ryan and Jessica Cook

Peter C. and Emajean Cook 
Foundation

Mike and Jen Cool
John and Sylvia Cooper
Tripp and Kelli Corl
Cornucopia Family Foundation
Nancy and Ron Courser
Courtesy Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Cousins Tasty Chicken

Kraig and Martha Couturier
Jon and Wanda Cowan
John and Ann Coyle
Aaron and Sarah Crawford
Peter and Lindsay Cummings
David and Joan Cywinski

D
Doug and Janice Daining
David Dalrymple
Paul and Dawn Damon
Randy Damstra and Julie Duisterhof
John Datema
Jack and Rita Daughery
Emily Davis
Scott and Toni Davis
Dan and Lois Day
Mike and Shirley DeBat
Tom and Heidi DeBlecourt
Beth DeBoe
Jim and Ann DeBoe
Michael DeBoe
Doug and Marge DeBoer
Friends of Grand Rapids Christian 

Schools
Jack and Jennifer DeBoer
Joy DeBoer
Mary DeBoer
Nicholas and Cynthia DeBoer
Richard and Janice DeBoer

Walt and Jesslyn DeBoer
Bob and Frances DeBruin
Carl deGraaf
Jack and Mary DeGraaf
June DeGraaf
Norm and Mary DeGraaf
Bruce and Marion DeHaan
Frank DeHaan
Jake and Ruth DeHaan

Steve and Deb DeHaan
Dan DeHoek and Marie Woodard
Jim and Lois DeJong
Les and Linda DeJong
Pearl DeJong
Dorothy DeJonge
Helen DeJonge
Jim and Suzanne DeJonge
Richard and Gloria DeJonge
Theda DeJonge
Tom and Jacquie DeJonge
Harry and Judy Dekker
Bob and Vivian DeKoning
Ed and Barb DeKorte
Judy DeKorte
Mark and Julie DeKoster
Nick and Katie DeKoster
Harvey DeMaagd
Joel and Anna DeMoor
Garry and Lynne DenBesten
Marlo DenBesten
Jim DenBraber
Rob and Carole DenBraber
Ron and Alice denDulk
Don and Ruth* DeRuiter
Selma and DeSheltler
Cheri DeVos
Dan and Pamella DeVos
Dick and Betsy DeVos
Doug and Maria DeVos

Estate of Rosemary (Franken) DeVos
Dick and Betsy DeVos Family 

Foundation
Daniel and Pamella DeVos 

Foundation
Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation
Dale DeVries and Pernella Fowler
Daniel and Kerrie DeVries
Dave and Barb DeVries
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Doug DeVries
Ed and Ruth DeVries
Guy and Ann DeVries
Ken and Vicki DeVries
Mark and Joyce DeVries
Mike and Betsy DeVries
Nels and Vera DeVries
Paul and Diane DeVries
Paul and Marlene DeVries
Rick DeVries and Sondra Kuiper
Thomas D. DeVries
Brian and Sheryl DeWeerd
Kevin and Tammy DeWeerd
Vern and Linda DeWeerd
Bruce and Trudy DeWindt
Dave and Miki DeWindt
Jon and Heather DeYoung
Paul and Pat DeYoung
Bruce and Jan Dieleman
Almer and Roberta Dieterman
Karen Distelberg-Canniff
Doug and Nancy Ditmar
Dante’ and Anne DiVitto
Bill and Tricia Dodds
Bill and Carol Doezema
James W. Doezema
Jim and Joan Doezema
Katherine Doezema
Kip and Carrie Doezema
Jack and Susan Doles
Dolinka, VanNoord & Company PLLP
Barbara and David Donker
Bob and Sharon Doornbos
Doug and Judy Doornbos
Dordt College
Wayne Dornbush
David and Stephanie Dorner
Ruth Dovekot
Doug and Shawn Doyle
Sidney and Gladys Draayer
Tom and Marilynn Draisma
Jeff and Nancy Droge
Carl and Karen Dufendach
Lorraine Dukes
Bruce Dunn
Libere and Donate Dusabe
David and Shari Duthler
Tom and Mary Duthler
Andy and Carrol Dykema
Marv and Jan Dykema
Sandi Dykema
John and Gwen Dykhouse
John and Sharon Dykhouse
John Dykhouse, Jr.
Ken and Cheri Dykhouse
Sandy Dykhouse
Betty Dykstra
Bill and Bonnie Dykstra
Brent and Michele Dykstra
Marilyn Dykstra
Rich and Marion Dykstra

Tom and Debby Dykstra

E
Ross and Cori Eagan
Bob and Sue Eames
Meghan Eames
Rich and Amy Eaton
Sue Edema
Todd and Allison Edema
Eenhoorn, LLC
Gerrit and Arlene Egedy
Brian Ehlers
Eikenhout Inc.
Don Ekdom
Duane and Linda Elders
Patricia Elders
Randy and Laurie Elders
Ernie Eldersveld
Lois Elias
Elite Nurse Staffing, LLC
Gary and Jill Ellens
Mark and Anne Elve
Brett and Kristi Elzinga
Joyce Elzinga
Brent and Nickie Enders
John and Michelle Engler
Dick and Judith Eppinga
Jack and Sharon Eriks
The Esmond Nissim Foundation, Inc
Jean Essila
Ted and Barb Etheridge
Express Employment Professionals
Ron and Anne Ezinga

F
Bonnie Faber
Nella Faber
Charles and Joyce Farho
Farm Bureau Life Insurance  

Company of Michigan
Laura Farrell
Wes and Mary Febus
Ben Feng and Cong Liu
Harold Feringa
Garry and Yvonne Ferwerda
Marlin Feyen and Ruth Posthumus
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fifth Third Bank
Fifth Third Foundation
Francis and Janice Fike
First Light Home Care
Scott and Vickie Fischer
Crystal Fles
N. Lucile Fles Charitable Lead Trust
Chip and Kelly Flietstra
Craig and Kathleen Flietstra
Floral Ave Promo
Carol Folkert
Folkert Family Foundation
Sally Folkringa
Jerry and Jan Fondse

Al and Brenda Fox
Tom and Mickie Fox Family
Fox Motors
Ben Fradette
Kent and Betsy Frens
Roger and Carolyn Frens
Jim and Linda Fridsma
Ken and Bette Frieswyk
Duane Fritz, Sr.

G
Hkawying Galau and Ja Salaw
Brian Ganzevoort
GE Foundation
Harold and Sara Gee
Rick Geerdes
Richard and Rosemary Geertsma
Eric and Nicole Geiser
Bob and Jane Genzink
Chip and Tracy George
Lawrence and Marilyn Gerard
Larry and Mary Gerbens
Gerber Foundation
Linda Gerren
Dave and Nance Gezon
Charles and Holly Gibson
Charles and Pam Giles
David and Karen Gilliam
Ross and Terry Glass
Darwin and Janet Glassford
Chris and Elizabeth Glisson
G. H. and Barbara Gordon
George and Annette Goris
Brett and Kristie Gortsema
Carol Gossel
Jim and Lora Grabow
Vicente and Meridell Gracias
Grand Haven Area Community 

Foundation
Grand Rapids Community Foundation
Andre and Deanna Grant
Marilyn Grant
Mike and Katie Grant
John and Char Grasmeyer
Martin and Kathy Grasmeyer
Greater Pittsburgh Community  

Food Bank
Jeff and Sarah Greenfield
Gary and Betsy Greer
Alice Greidanus
Nelson and Nancy Greidanus
Andrew and Jayne Griffin
Carol Griffioen
John and Sue Griffioen
Rog and Sue Griffioen
John and Janna Grimberg
Bill Gritter
Bob and Ruth Gritter
Dave and Linda Gritter
Estate of Roger and Marjorie Gritter
Ken and Martha Gritter

George and Emily Grix
Steve and Grada Groen
Larry and Carolyn Groendyk
Carroll and Lois Groenenboom
Nick and Kae Groenleer
Carl and Sandy Gronsman
David and Marianne Grooters
Dean and Jenifer Gunnink
Sarah Guthrie
Brian and Lauren Guttersen

H
H. L. Bolkema Decorating
Bob and Jenny Haadsma
Ken and Lois Haagsma
Jon and Brenda Haaksma
Phillip and Betsie Haan
Ron and Debbie Haan
Stan and Holly Haan
Dave and Ann Hager
Mike and Pat Haines
Lois and Jim Hale
Mark and Jodi Hall
Scott and Stephanie Hall
Chris and Cathy Hallenbeck
Bob and Pat Hamilton
Judy and Don Hamilton
Robert and Kaylyn Hamlin
Joshua and Kate Hanenburg
Kathy Hanenburg
Stephen and Lauri Hanenburg
La Hang and Huong Tang
Hannah’s House
John and Kyle Hanson
Harbor Steel
Benny and Susan Hardouin
Dan and Sara Harlow
Beverly Harmon
Bob and Patti Harris
Carol Harris
Paul Harris and Terri Bierling-Harris
Harrison Gray Search & Consulting
Brian and Lindsay Hart
Jim and Wilma Hart
Dale and Patricia Haveman
Dan and Sue Haveman
Jim and Barb Haveman
James and Catherine Haveman 

Family Foundation
Brad and Cindy Haverkamp
Barbara Haviland
Bill and Sandy Hawkins
Patricia Hazenberg
Heart of West Michigan United Way
Bernie Hedrick
Jake and Marian Heerema
Jason and Esther Heerema
Duane and Amy Heeringa
Ken and Gail Heffner
Lawrence J. and Clarice L. 

Hendrickson Trust

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 18-19 Impact Report30



Shirley Hoogstra
Richard Hoolsema and Marie Noe
Roy Hopp and Nancy Meyer
Karen Horlings
Jim and Laurel Horman
Tim and Christine Horner
John and Marea Horrell
Mike and Asuka Horrigan
Stan and Mary Houck
Alyce Houskamp
Bob and Donna Houskamp
Ryan and Jennifer Howe
Chuck and Dana Hoyt
Wayne and Michelle Hsieh
Dan and Melisa Hubka
Timothy and Helena Hudson
J. C. and Tammy Huizenga
Jon and Sam Huizenga
Marian Huizenga
Phil and Marie Huizenga
Jack Huizingh
Alan and Elly Hulst
Ronald and Vonnie Hulst
Tim and Susie Hulst
Jeffrey and Neva Hundley
Hunter Bug Lawncare &  

Snowplowing LLC
Brian and Mayra Huyser
Dave and Barb Huyser
Wilma Huyser

I
Estate of Dorothy Ibershof
Terry Idema
Latoya Inge
Taurean Inge
InnoGroup Foundation
Chuck Ippel and Sheri  

Triezenberg-Ippel
Lester Ippel
Paul and Trudi Ippel
Phil and Jane Ippel
Rachel Ippel-Redman and  

Mark Redman
George Irish
Bob and Paulette Israels

David and Stephanie Israels
Jim and Laurie Israels

J
Jeff Jackson and Rhonda Mejeur
Steven and Patricia Jackson
Roger and Betsy Jacobsen
Doug and Deb Jager
Tom and Margaret Jager
Jager’s Chicken Out Catering
Maraja and Ron James
Mohammed and Beth Jammal
Jack Jansma
Ted and Jo Jansma
Carl Jasperse
Doug and Joyce Jeltema
Greg and Carol Jeltema
Jeff and Linda Jeltema
Bob and Macky Johnson
Christopher and Diana Jones
Joe and Jessie Jones
Marion Jones
Rick and Sheryl Jones
Estate of Jerry and Delia Jonker
Ray and Julie Jorgensen
Richard Josten
Peter and Sharlene Jouwstra
Jim and Ginger Jurries

K
Adam and Beth Kail
Eric Kaminskas and Kristina 

 Faust Kaminskas
Carl and Jeanie Kammeraad
Gordon and Ruth Kamps
Bill Kamstra
Mary Kapteyn
Ron and Pris Karelse
Ken and Sharon Karsten

Corrine Kass
Gordon and Christie Kauffman
Doug and Sue Keegstra
Linda Keegstra
John and Elaine Keeley
Dustin and Teressa Keena
Bob and Linda Keizer
Bonnie Keller
John and Emily Keller
Lee and Carole Kennett
Chad and Kellie Kettner
Harvey Kiekover
Buzz and Cathlene Kikkert
Curt and Alane Kikkert
Will Kingma
Joel and Kara Kits
Ken and Yogi Kits
Clark and Laura Klaasen
Bruce and June Klanderman
Dan and Rachael Klein
John and Donna Klein
Dave and Mary Kline
Robert L. and Mary J. Kloostra
Adam and Cheryl Knobeloch
Bill and Julie Knoester
Harry and Faye Knol
Jack and Sherry Knott
John and Norma Knox
Jack and Joyce Koeman
James and Allyson Koeman
Christopher Koenigs
Carl and Ami Koetje
Dave and Marla Koetje
Gord Koetje
Nate and Stacey Koetje
Jim and Barb Kok
Pete and Evonne Kok
Arnold and Sandy Koldenhoven
Estate of Peggy Koning
Harvey and Mara Koning

Tom and Gwen Hendrikse
Bob and Janice Hennink
Angel and Gabriela Hernandez
Geoffrey and Carol Hertel
Sally and Richard Herweyer
Paul and Rose Heule
Bernice Heys
Gwen Heys
Kyle Heys and Rebecca Jordan Heys
High Grade Materials Company
Higher Ground Rock Climbing Centre
Will and Jan Hilbrands
Kent and Kim Hildebrand
Jonathan and Cinthia Hill
George and Audrey Hiskes
Richard Hodgson and Jayne  

Courts Hodgson
Doug Hoek
Henry J. and Caroline Hoeks
Bob and Brenda Hoeksema
Dave and Linda Hoeksema
Ed and Lois Hoeksema
Minie and Ron Hoeksema
Ron and Lyn Hoeksema
Tom and Mary Hoeksema
William and Angela Hoeksema
Dan and Erinn Hoekstra
Jay and Laura Hoekstra
Joady Hoekstra
Joel and Greta Hoekstra
John and Terri Hoekstra
Phil and Sharon Hoekstra
Adam and Pam Hoekwater
Ed and Virginia Hoezee
Ross and Thea Hoezee
Thomas Hoffmeyer
Dorothy Hofman
Ken and Sandy Hofman
Leonard Hofman
Ron and Heidi Hofman
Henry and Eileen Hofstra
Todd and Jana Hoglund
Kay Hoitenga
Jim and Ruth Holkeboer
Eugene Holland
Dee Hollander
Mart and Mary Hollebeek
Dave and Lois Hollemans
June Hollemans
Ed and Jess Hollenbach
Harland Holman and Kira Sieplinga
Cynthia Holmes
Phil and Marie Holtrop
Mark and Wendy Holtvluwer
Charles and Jeanne Holwerda
Diane Holwerda
Laurie Holwerda
Marjorie Hoogeboom
Dan and Cheryl Hoogewind
Ann Hoogland
Jeff Hoogstra
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Don and Debra Konyndyk
Marge Konyndyk
Rog and Irene Konyndyk
John and Cathy Konynenbelt
Craig and Lynnette Kooienga
Cal and Ellen Kooistra
Jared and Betsy Kooistra
Sandra Kooistra
Scott and Sue Kooistra
Theresa Kooistra
Kooistra Chiropractic Clinic
Matt and Dani Kool
Kool Automotive Group
James and Tamela Koop
Barry and Delianne Koops
Bud Korhorn
John and Bekah Kormash
Ed and Amy Kornoelje
Eric and Andrea Kort
Dave and Laura Koster
Dick and Flo Koster
Tim and Brynn Koster
Bob Kotkowski
Art and Marilyn Kraai
Jim and Rhonda Kraai
Les and Nancy Kragt
Randy and Sue Kreuzer
Ned and Carol Kriekard
Mark and Janet Krommendyk
Preston and Carol Krommendyk
Brian and Tara Krosschell
Scott and Heidi Krosschell
Shawn and Emily Krueger
Jerry Kruyf and Susan  

Haveman-Kruyf
Dale and Esther Kuiper
David and Darlene Kuiper
Don and Lucille (Huizinga) Kuiper
Jamie and Becky Kuiper
John and Gerry Kuiper
John and Katie Kuiper
Tim and Claudia Kuiper
Corky and Mari Kuipers
Florence Kuipers
Garry and Maxine Kuipers
Gladys Kuipers
Harold and Jessica Kuizema
Mike and LeRae Kuperus
Shirley and Pete Kuperus
William and Faith Kuykendall

L
Tom and Kathy Laarman
David and Melissa LaGrand
Kathy and Bill Laidlaw
Lake Michigan Dental, PC
Jack Laman
Ardene Lambers
Lamborne Agency, Inc.
Land & Resource Engineering
Bob and Susan Langeland

Norman and Bonnie Langeland
Langeland Family Funeral Homes
Dale and Gail Laninga
Karla Laninga
Vernon and Anna Marie Laninga
Eric and Tracy Lanning
Nicholas and Sharon Lanning
Ray and Jeannine Lanning
Dean and Becky Lantinga
Herb and Sharon Lantinga
Nick and Sherri Lantinga
Julious and Angel Lary
Dan and Helen Lautenbach
Jim and Diane Lautenbach
Timothy and Lindsey Lautenbach
Tom and Sheila Lautenbach
Dave and Faith Lawson
Arnold and Kris Lee
Helen and Sang Lee
Arie and Boukje Leegwater
Bob and Renee Leonard
Harry and Judy Lew
Tim and Francene Lewis
Jin Li and Mary Ma
Jay and Dianne Liggins
Rob and Alison Lisiak
The Liszewski Family
Ken and Ruth Lobbes
Marilyn Lobbes
Lois Loetz
Tim and Kim Long
John and Adrianna Lont
Mark and Linda Los
Los Angeles Lakers, Inc.
Betty Lotterman
Rob and Julie Lough
Jason and Kelly Lovell
David and Tami Lubowitz
Carolyn Lucasse
Gary and Vicky Ludema
Ludema’s Floral & Garden
Fred and Barb Lummen
Tim and Tess Lundgren
Gail Lyonnais
Larry and Cindy Lyons
Bob and Sue Lyzenga
Dorothy Lyzenga

M
Macatawa Bank
Madison Square Christian  

Reformed Church
William and Colleen Malcolm
Tim and Cyndi Malefyt
Kate Maloney
Edward Manderfeld and Lauretta 

Murphy
Adam and Sara Marcionetti
Victor and Julie Marcionetti
Don and Cindy Marrell
Marilyn Marsh

Chris and Alison Meyer
Edward and Wilma Meyer
Galen and Thelma Meyer
Patrick and Carol Meyer
Carole Meyering
Michigan Sports Academies
John and Kathy Miedema
Dale and Cathy Millard
Millbrook Christian Reformed Church
Douglas Miller
Greg and Melisa Miller
Miller Johnson, Attorneys & 

Counselors
Bill and Pat Mills
Emily Mitchell
Brad and Meredith Mockabee
Tom and Carla Mockabee
Nelda Moffatt
Tim and Fran Mohney
Al Moll
George and Ellie Monsma
Dave and Kim Moorhead
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Geraldine Morgan-Maze
Steve and Diane Morris
Beki Mucci
David and Angela Muilenberg
Bill and Cathy Muir
Cam and Becky Muir
Curt and Katie Mulder
Estate of Dr. Rodney and Lucarol 

Mulder
Greg and Jill Mulder
Jim and Marilyn Mulder
Lois Mulder
Henry and Carisa Muller
Jamie and Mary Muller
Tim and Charlette Muller
Wayne and Cynthia Muller
Kai and Kate Mundwiler

Anthony Martin and Tracy  
Smith-Martin

Charlene Martin
Dwayne and Debbie Masselink
Bob and Brenda Mast
Henry and Connie Mast
Judy and Gary Mast
Ken and Martha Mast
Ray and Eunice Mastin
Bill and Laura Mathis
Doug and Vonnie Maurer
Jacob and Kensey Maurer
Greg and Elaine May
James and Jayne Mayer
Angela McClain
Cliff and Martha McClendon
Craig McClendon
Grace McCuan
Laura McDonald
Seth McDonald and Kristine Johnson
Nancy McKelvey and Pablo Gonzalez
Chuck and Judith McLaughlin
Dale and Martha McNinch
Warren and Kathy McPherson
Tom and Janice McWhertor
Jim Medendorp
Mark and Mary Meekhof
Nancy Meekhof
Edward and Sherry Meeuwsen
Mike and Susan Meeuwsen
Meijer Foundation
Meijer Inc.
Don Melvin and Nancy Jonker-Melvin
Clarence and Irene Menninga
Carlos and Mona Merritt
Jeff Merritt and Karla Marks
Metro Health Hospital
Del and Mary Meulenberg
Helen Meulink
Casey and Ruth Meyer
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Grand Rapids Christian High School has 
prepared me well for college life and even 
life after college. At this school, I have 
learned how to think critically and use 
my own personal skills to the best of my 
abilities. GRCHS has provided me with many 
opportunities in which I can grow my faith 
and even just explore who I am as a person. 
I am a much different person leaving high 
school than I was as an incoming freshman.

AUBREY BOUR ‘19

Calin and Laura Muresan
Merle and Betty Mustert
Tim and Barb Mustert
Mark Muyskens and Jodi  

Cole Muyskens
MVP SportsPlex
Allen and Janice Myers

N
Nancy Naber
Doug and Lois Nagel
National Christian Foundation  

West Michigan
Richard and Wendy Natte
Craig and Joan Neckers
Todd and Kate Neckers
Khan and Liza Nedd
Bob and Dawn Nederveld
Gary and Pat Nederveld
Matt and Liz Neeley
Neland Avenue Christian  

Reformed Church
Matt and Susan Nelson
Michael and Tricia Nelson
Jackie Newhof
News Corp Giving
Jon and Libby Nicholson
Luke and Janine Nieuwenhuis
Sandy Nieuwenhuis
Tom and Marcia Nobel
Brian and Jackie Noordewier
Jim and Tanya Noordyke
Mildred Noordyke
Rick and Diane Noorman
Dale and Michelle Norquist
Norris, Perné & French LLP
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Notions Marketing Corporation
Terry and Tress Nyenhuis
Tom and Lisa Nyenhuis

Jason and Shannon Nyhuis
Tom and Tracy Nykamp

O
Eric and Laura O’Brock
James O’Connor and Brenda 

McDonald
Olivier | VanDyk Insurance
Brent and Sarah Olthof
Dorothy Ondersma
Karl and Deb Ondersma
Tom and Katie Oostema
Dick and Pat Oostenink
Marilyn Oosterbaan
Ken and Jan Oosterhouse
Doug and Courtenay Oosterman
Mike Oosterman
Rog and Lois Oppenhuizen
Joan Opthoff
Mark and Julie Orth
Orthopaedic Associates of Michigan
Marjorie Osborn
Mark and Sharon Osterhouse
Bret and Lorraine Otte
Robert and Judy Otte
Alice Otter
Helen Oudendyk
Jim and Lynne Overbeck
Jim and Renee Overbeck
P
Nellie and Frank Padilla
Barbara V. Padmos
Bob Palma and Mary Toppen-Palma
Tendeka Palmer
Arnold and Joanne Pals
Ben Pan and Jing Yuan
Jane Pantoja
Gregory and Betsy Parolini
Orville and Alice Pasma
Loutisha Patterson
Bill and Judy Paxton
LeMark and Rulesha Payne
Wayne and Ruth Payne
Shawn and Noelle Pedersen
Nate and Shane Pegman
Cornelia Pell
Bob and Helen Penning
Jen Penning
Susan Penning
Robert and Carol Persenaire
Jerry Peterman
Carol Peters
Dave and Laurie Petersen
David and Joanne Peterson
Jack and Shari Peterson
Jim and Mary Peterson
Judith and Tom Peterson
Lois Peterson
Ruth Peterson
Janis Petrini
Josh and Michelle Petrusma

Stuart and Erin Pettijohn
Bill and Joan Pettinga
Pfizer Foundation
Lyle and Marcy Phelps
Doug and Kieri Philbin
Jeanette and W. Michael Pigorsh
Bill and Lori Pink
Plante Moran
Al and Kathy Plantinga
Aaron and Rebekah Plattner
Howard and Kristen Plattner
Jeff and Sue Pluymert
Bob and Sheryll Poel
Brad and Lisa Poel
Dave and Mariel Poel

Norm and Lu Poel
Rob and Lucinda Poel
Joe and Mary Polonowski
Richard and Marcia Poolman
Doug and Anne Poortenga
Joe Popiel
Andy and Windi Popp
Poppen Realty Group
Chuck and Karyn Porter
Richard and Latrice Portis
Matt and Erica Posthuma
Harold Postma
Jim and Janet Postma
Josh and Becki Postma
Robert and Virginia (Jurries) Postma
Ron and Sally Postma
Jon and Gwen Pott
Joel and Michelle Potter
Brianna Powell
Richard and Helen Powell
Marlowe Pranger and Melvina 

VanderLinde
Prein & Newhof
Premier Caulking
Jim and Kim Primus

John and Brenda Primus
June Primus
Glenn and Audrey Prince
Tom and Laura Prince
Edgar and Elsa Prince Foundation
Dale and Sue Prins
Henry and Idamae Prins
Richard Prins and Connie Steensma
ProPride, Inc.
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Fran Kloostra Pruis
Todd and Marie Pryor
Rinard Pugh and Ebony  

Gonzalez-Pugh
John and Lori Pylman

John and Marcia Pylman
Yvonne Pylman
Charlotte Pyp
Jack and Marcie Pyper

Q
Kurt and Teresa Quiggle
Brian and Kristy Quist
Estate of Lawrence and Donna Quist
Greg Quist
Jonathan and Johana Quist
MaryJeanne Quist

R
Mark and Karla Radius
Ram Die Corp
Gladys Ramsey
Joan and Mike Ranney
Gary Raterink
Steve and Alyssa Raterink
Jim and Jayne Rauwerda
Graham and Rachel Rayburn
Raymond James Financial Services
Estate of Robert and Constance 

Recker

33



Ron and Fran Redder
Mark and Tami Redfield
Sarah Reeber
Bob and Deb Reitsma
Ray and Tami Reitsma
Chad and Jeannie Remelts
Renaissance Charitable  

Foundation Inc.
Renew Family Dental
Jeff and Jessie Renz
Retina Specialists of Michigan
Jo Reus
Joy and Geoffrey Reynolds
Mary and Seong Kwan Rhee
Don and Lorri Rhoda
Rodger Rice
Ridgeview Industries
Bryan Ridgeway
Wayne and Marilyn Rietberg
Ben and Grace Rietema
Roger and Linda Riewald
Jana and Kurt Rigterink
Ringnalda TenHaken Insurance 

Group
Rite-Way Plumbing & Heating
Al and Wilma Ritsema
Amy Ritsema
Cheryl Ritsema
Hank Ritsema
Rob and Lisa Ritsema
Bob Ritzema
Norrine Rivers
Barth and Denise Roberts
Josh Roberts and Angelica Rodriguez
Dale and Sonja Robertson
Bruce and Doris Robey
Luke and Andrea Robinson
Bob Rodenhouse, Jr.
Greg and Kathy Rodewald
Shannon and Cheryl Rodriguez
John and Shirley Roels
Omar and Sherry Romero
Kevin and Terri Roosien
Denny and Judy Rooy
John and Deb Rose
Dave and Karli Ross
Donald and Trula Ross
Michelle and Bruce Roth
Randy and Dee Rottschafer
Tim and Nancy Rottschafer
Louis and Danielle Rowland
Paul and Sue Rozeboom
Dave and April Rozelle
Kay Rozema
Ron and Joanne Rozema
Sheryl Rozendal
Estate of Helen (Michael) Ruiter
Joel and Kathy Ruiter
Loren Rupke
Lenora Rus
Steve Rus

Gilbert Rushlau and Melynda  
Storm-Rushlau

Jerry and Nanette Rushton
Richard and Kathy Russo
Ed and Julie Rusticus
Paul and Sheila Ryan
Don and Darlene Rynkowski
Bill and Sara Ryskamp
Dave and Nancy Ryskamp

S
S.A. Morman & Company
Richard Safar and Jude Bergsma
Dawn Safford
Dennis and Shirley Santo
Eleanor Sarafis
Bill Saxton and Barbara  

Karenko-Saxton
David and Barbara Scalise
Art and Carol Ann Schaafsma
Timothy and Krista Schaafsma
Marcia and Rich Schaap
Keith and Marlo Schantz
Patricia Schau
Timothy and Kaori Schau
Jake and Ann Scheeres
Judy Schickel
Bob and Mary Jo Schierbeek
Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek
Dan and Judy Schimmel
David Scholl and Christy Ingle
Bob and Cathy Scholler
Dave and Heather Scholma
Don and Betsy Scholten
Edward Scholten
Kevin and Judy Scholten
Herman and Esther Scholtens
Ruth Schoon
Joyce Schouten
Jeffrey and Lisa Schra
Mark and Gertrude Schreur
Kim and Susie Schrotenboer
Jason and Lisa Schueller
Schuil Coffee Co. Inc.
Dale and Norma Schuitema
Deb and Carl Schuitema
Mary Schultze
Quentin and Barbara Schultze
Winifred and Joseph Schumi
William and Nancy Schwab
Adam and Valdyne Schwallier
Jim and Cheryl Scott
Art and Jodi Sebastian
Michael and Rachael Segard
Robb and Lesley Selfe
Charlie and Valerie Selmon
Sylvia Semplonius
Judy and Roger Seth
Steve and Sara Seth
Don and Barb Setsma
Jessie Seven

Matt and Allison Sevensma
Jim and Marsha Shade
Christine Sharda
Joan K. Sharda
Martin Sharda
James and Leslie Sharp
Craig and Janet Shepherd
Karen and Nick Sherman
Mike and René Sherman
John and Ann Shooks
Richard and Carla Siegle
Maynard and Linda Sikkema
Scott and Sue Sikkema
Silver & VanEssen, P. C.
Tom and Shelly Sinas
Scott and Jeanne Sincerbeaux
Betsy Sinke
Chuck Sinke
Cora Sinke
Marvin and Marilyn Slachter
Phil and Amy Slachter
Larry and Sharon Slager
Loren and Nancy Slager
Howard and Marilyn Slenk
Elsa Slomp
Chuck and Sheryl Smalligan
Jud and Elaine Smeelink
Christopher Smit and Lisa 

VanArragon
A. J. and Kristin Smith
Baron and Shauntrice Smith
Bernie and Kathy Smith
Joan Smith
Otis and Chante Smith
Paula Smith
Henry and Norma Smitter

SMP Pharmacy Solutions
Dirk and Linda Snoek
Don and Deb Snow
Al and Carol Solle
Steve and Renee Sparks
Carol and Tom Spelman
Jim and Mary Speyer
Pete and Dawn Spiering
Ed and La’Leatha Spillers
John and Judy Spoelhof
Bruce and Nancy Spoolstra
Dan and Carol Springer
Nancy Springfield
David and Shevonne Spurlock
Rob and Susan Stafford
Tom and Anna Staggs
Hazel Stahl
Tom and Loreen Standel
Cal and Ann Stapert
Jill Stark
Matt and Petrina Stark
Ed and Sharon Start
Peter and Gail Start
Rick and Deb Start
Tom and Michelle Start
Steelcase Foundation
Peter and Ginny Steensma
William and Lucinda Steensma
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink
Phil and Jill Stegink
Ben and Sarah Stehouwer
R. Scott and Nancy DeVos Stehouwer
John and Judy Steigenga
Cheryl Stein
Crystal Sterk
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Scott and Mary Vanderveen
Doug and Joanne VanderVelde
Garry and Pat VanderVlucht
Jerry and Jessica VanderWall
Walter and Phyllis VanderWall
Steve VanDerWeele Trust and Viola 

VanDerWeele Trust
Marilyn VanderWeide
Glen and Connie VanderWell
Con and Judy VanderWerf
Mark and Rachael VanderWerf
Anne VanderWoude
Bill and Rhonda VanderWoude
Bob and Sheila VanderWoude
Doug and Amy Vander Woude
Mike and Sara VanderWoude
Tom and Paula VanderZee
Anne and Albert VanderZiel
Jeffrey and Kristin VanDeVusse
Bruce and Nina VanDop
Brian and Kara VanDrie
Doug and Jan VanDrie
Bud and Vickie VanDrunen
Rich and Wilma VanDyk
Ken and Karen VanDyke
Jim and Anne VanDyken
Rick and Cathy VanDyken
Bill and Yvonne VanEe
Bea VanEerden
Charles VanEerden
Dan and Ann VanEerden

Dick and Nancy Stob
Mark and Elizabeth Stob
Jim and Ashley Storms
John and Barbara Straatsma
Sam and Kate Strater
Marcelyn Streekstra
James and Dolly Strikwerda
Chris and Heather Stroobosscher
Ruth Stubbs
Bob and Marge Stuit
Mark and Kara Stuit
Tom and Mary Stuit
Jerry and Janelle Stutzman
Susan Stuyfzand
Jim and Margie Styf
Summit Point Roofing Co.
Bill and Ann Swagman
Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber
Pat Swets
Don and Mary Swierenga
Shannon Symes
Jack and Jan Sytsma
Kyle and Michelle Sytsma
Marian Sytsma
Mark and Wanda Sytsma
Mary Sytsma

T
Take His Hand Foundation
Marian Takens
Lou and Jean Tamminga
Deb Tanis
Eric and Megan Taylor
Lory TenBroek
Bob and Beth Terborg
Ron Terpstra
Ernest and Chakenya Terrell
Herbert and Linda Teunis
James and Rachelle Thatcher
Andrew and Julie Thomas
Michael Thomas and Catherine 

Alden-Thomas
Dan and Jean Tiesman
Peter and Pat Tigchelaar
Hubert and Tena Timmer
Jeff and Carolyn Timmer
John Timmer
Ken and Phyllis Timmer
Kevin Toler
Michelle Tollefson
Steve Tollefson
Tooling Systems Group
Kevin and Shelley Toren
Donald and Karen Trap
Glenn and Nancy Triezenberg
Steve and Laura Triezenberg
Brian and Becky Tubergen
Dave and Kelly Tuit
Nick and Nancy Tuit
Steve and Anne Tuuk

U
Universal Forest 

Products, Inc.

V
Gretta Vaandrager
Mark and Carolyn VanAllen
Dave and Carol Van Andel
David and Carol Van Andel Family 

Foundation
Norma and Bernard VanArk
Ed VanBruggen
Doug and Kathy Vance
David and Beth VanDam
David and Anita VanDeBurg
Andy and Becca VandeGriend
Jay VandeKopple and Linda 

McKnight
Lois Vandekopple-Smith and Brian 

Smith
Sharon VanDellen
Charles and Donna VandenBerg
Gord and Jane Vandenberg
Jack and Mary VandenBerg
JB and Melissa VandenBerg
Rich and Elaine VanDenBerg
Rick and Mary VandenBerg
Todd and Shari VandenBerg
Zack and Lisa VandenBerg
Gregg and Kristen VandenBosch
Jim and Maria VandenBosch
Woody and Mary VandenBosch
Ben and Andrea VanDenend
Mike and Loni VanDenend
Zach and Mandy VanDenend
Vander Mill LLC
Brian and Lori VanderBaan
Christopher and Laurelynn 

VanderBaan
John and Bev VanderBeek
Gordon and Cathy VanderBrug

John and Tressa VanderHenst
Tom and Jane VanderHyde
Mary VanderJagt
Dick and Ruth VanderKamp
Paul and Amy VanderKamp
Tom and Bonnie VanderKamp
Bill and Leora VanderKodde
Thomas and Laura VanDerKolk
Agatha VanderKooi
Bill and Lorna Vanderkooi
Ray and Shari VanderKooi
Daniel and Nelda VanderLaan
Mark and Denise van der Laan
Ruth VanderLaan-Vos
Scott and Melissa VanderLeek
Bob and Linda VanderLey
Jim and Christine VanderLind
Don and Donna VanderLinde
David VanderLugt
William and Audrey VanderLugt
Mrs. Doris VanderMey
Geoff and Kristin Vandermolen
Fred VanderPloeg
Jason and Jennifer Vanderploeg
John VanderPloeg
Marge VanderPloeg
Marjorie VanderPloeg
Richard Vanderslik
Chuck and Chris VanderSloot
Jack and Joyce Vander Sloot
John and Sandy VanderStelt
Michael and June VanderVeen

35



Doug and Alexandra VanEerden
Grant VanEerden
Harold and Sue VanEerden
VanEerden Foodservice
Justin and Emily VanEffen
Nelson and Carol VanElderen
Hans and Pam VanEngen
Jack R. and Sandra J.  

(Broene) VanEns
Dr. Willard VanEssen
Ed and Joan VanEssendelft
Mike and Gayle VanGessel
Drew and Betsy VanGoor
Ellie VanHarn
Karl VanHarn and Joanna Bailey
Mark and Kim VanHarn
Mary VanHarn
Herb and Marilyn VanHassel
John and Elsa VanHekken
Jon and Jamie VanHekken
Mae VanHekken
Nate and Katie VanHekken
Ben and Sharon VanHouten
Marv VanHouten
John VanHoven
Ken and Donna VanIddekinge
Dave and Linda VanKuiken
Pearl VanKuiken
Jack and Jo VanManen
Eric and Amy VanOrman
Glenn and Kate VanOtteren
Lambert and Kathryn VanPoolen
Paul and Elaine VanPutten
Estate of Martha VanSledright
John and Susan VanSlooten
Don and Ruth VanStee
Jack and Trudy VanStee
Fred VanSwol
Steve and Sue Van’tHof

Bob and Grace VanTimmeren
Sue VanTimmeren
Paul and Cheryl VanTol
Rod and Anne VanTol
Josh and Emily VanVels
Ben and Julia VanVliet
Peter and Audrey VanVliet
William and Lynn VanVugt
Dave and Jodi VanWingerden
Jim and Mary VanWingerden
Kenneth and Arlene VanWoerkom
Sheri and Don VanWoerkom
Fred and Sue VanWort
Loren and Janet VanWyk
Max and Carol VanWyk
Wayne VanWylen
John and Gwen Varineau
Varnum LLP
Bob and Heidi Veenema
Larry and Dianne Veenstra
Mike and Von Veenstra
The Veldheer, Long, Mackay & 

Bernecker Group
Dave and Rachael Veldkamp
Leone Vellenga
Bruce and Christine Venema
Marian Verburg
Karen VerHoef
Steve and Barb VerHoef
Lance Verkaik
Todd Vermeer and Samantha 

Hodgkins
Dave and Nancy VerMerris
David and Janis Versluis
Peter and Sandy Versluis
Verspoor, Waalkes, Lalley,  

Slotsema & Talen PC
Via Design, Inc.
Dave and Amy Vis
John and Bertha Vis

Al and Janice Visscher
Don and Julie Visser

Donovan Visser
Jeff and Cathy Visser
Jim and Debbie Visser
John and Felicidad Visser
Matt and Sarah Visser
Thomas and Casey Visser
Tom and Sharon Visser
Joe and Sarah Vloedman
Dan and Marji Voetberg
Richard and Patricia Voetberg
Randy and Jody Vogelzang
Mike and Valerie Volkema
Jay Volkers
Don and Jean Voogt
Jim and Sue Vos
Rosemary Vroon
Wes and Fran Vryhof
Joyce Vugteveen

W
Warren and Sally Waalkes
Bill and Pat Waanders
Marilyn Waanders
Patricia and Nicholas Waanders
Alvin and Betty Wagenmaker
Barbara Wagoner
Donald and Martha Walker
Mike and Bonnie Walters
Larry and Harolene Warden
Craig and Diane Warner
Warner, Norcross & Judd LLP
Dave and Teri Warners
Jane Warners
Watermark Properties
Jared and Amy Watson
Micah and Julie Watson
Julie Way
Wealth Strategies
Weather Shield Roofing Systems
Jim and Barb Weaver
John and Jackie Weeber
Shirley Weersing
Tom and Laurie Welch
Don and Jackie Weldy
Wells Fargo Foundation Educational 

Matching Gift Program

Carl Welmers
Tim and Gail Welte
Ed and Joan Westenbroek
Tom and Shelley Westenbroek
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
Helen and Eugene Westra
Joel and Julie Westra
Ken and Helena Westrate
Aletta and Dennis Whipple
Shawn and Melissa White
Ieda Wiarda
Ben and Jen Wickstrom
Jim and Mary Wieland
Craig and Emilie Wierda
Joyce and Arvin Wierda
Gary and Lois Wierenga
Gladys A. Wierenga
Jeanne Wierenga
Ronald and Diane Wierenga
Ruth E. Wierenga
Jon and Katie Wieringa
Tom and Laura Wiersma
Michael and Julie Wildschut
Lila Will
Matt and Lise Williams
Thomas and Patricia Williams
David and Amy Wilstermann
William and Helen Wilstermann
Steve and Deb Windemuller
Chuck and Denise Winkelman
Mark and Shelly Winkle
Mike and Lynne Winkle
Michael and Lisa Winks
Bethany Joy and Mary Winn
Cathy Winterhalter
Curt and Ruth Witte
Henk and Thressa Witte
John Witte and Lynda Barendse-Witte
Paul and Karen Witte
Paul and Elizabeth Wolf
Trevor and Andrea Wolfe
Thelma Wolffis
Ellen and Bert Wolters
Sherrie and Ron Wolthuis
Jim and Muriel Wondergem
John and Beverly Wondergem
Jerry and Phyllis Wordhouse
Jim and Mary Workman
Richard and Jerlean Wright
Mark and Donna Wrona
Clare and Joann Wuerfel
Tod Wyn and Sheila McCormack

Y
Lu Yde
Marc and Shelly Ydenberg
Dan and Melanie Yff
Doug and Tina Yff
Todd and Maria Yonkers
Gertrude Young
Jim and Michelle Young
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Larry Young
Michael Young
Omari Young

Z
Bob and Marybeth Zaagman
Phyllis Zaagman
Zaagman Memorial Chapel
Gord Zandee
Ken and Rhea Zandee
Tom and Gail Zandee
Julie Zandstra
John and Jani Zeilstra
Thelma Zeinstra
Mark and Pam Zietse
Mike and Marti Zietse
Doug and Nancy Zoerhoff
Tim Zoerhoff
Dave and Jill Zondag
David and Cresta Zwart
Steve and Judy Zwart
Peter and Julie Zwier
Bob and Carolyn Zwiers
Dave and Bea Zylstra
Edward and Joyce Zylstra
Jason and Sian Zylstra
Jeff and Trisha Zylstra

Churches
For many years, churches 
throughout the greater 
Grand Rapids community 
have provided tuition 
support to their members. 
The connection between 
church, home, and 
school remains a core 
value of our Christian 
school community. We 
are deeply grateful to the 
following churches for 
helping families afford a 
Christian education for 
their children.

Alger Park Christian Reformed Church
Beckwith Hills Christian Reformed 

Church
Blythefield Christian Reformed 

Church
Boston Square Christian Reformed 

Church
Brookside Christian Reformed Church
Calvin Christian Reformed Church
Cascade Fellowship Christian 

Reformed Church
Church of the Servant Christian 

Reformed Church
Covenant Christian Reformed Church
Creston Christian Reformed Church
Cutlerville East Christian Reformed 

Church
East Leonard Christian Reformed 

Church
East Paris Christian Reformed Church
Eastern Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church
First Christian Reformed Church
Fuller Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church
Grace Christian Reformed Church
Heritage Christian Reformed Church
Hillside Community Christian 

Reformed Church
Kelloggsville Christian Reformed 

Church
LaGrave Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church
Madison Square Christian Reformed 

Church
Mayfair Christian Reformed Church
Millbrook Christian Reformed Church
Neland Avenue Christian Reformed 

Church
Oakdale Park Christian Reformed 

Church
Plymouth Heights Christian Reformed 

Church
Princeton Christian Reformed Church

Ridgewood Christian Reformed 
Church

Riverside Christian Reformed Church
Seventh Reformed Church
Seymour Christian Reformed Church
Shawnee Park Christian Reformed 

Church
Sherman Street Christian Reformed 

Church
Westend Christian Reformed Church
Westview Christian Reformed Church
Woodlawn Christian Reformed 

Church

J. Herman Fles Society
The J. Herman Fles 
Society recognizes the 
generosity of individuals 
who have left an estate 
gift to Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools. The 
Society is named in 
honor of J. Herman Fles, 
who founded the Grand 
Rapids Christian School 
Foundation in 1965, was 
its first donor, and served 
as board president  
(*in memoriam).

Anonymous (6)
Henry W. Apol
Henry and Ruth Baron
Edward* and Joan Berends
Bob and Linda Berkhof
Marcus and Claudia Beversluis
John and Judy* Bielema
Ed and Carol Blankespoor
Tom and Norma Boehm
Bert and Marge* Boersma
Kenneth and Wanda Bokhoven
Martin* and Nancy Bolt
Ted* and Lorna Bosch
Doug and Chris Bouwer
John and Beth Bouws
Paul and Marilyn Braman
David and Anita Brink
Randall and Debra* Brink
Greg and Betsy Broene
A. Dale* and Mary Buist
Robert and Carol Buist
Paul and Carolyn* Buiten
Peter and Mildred* Buma
Jim and Jan Bush
Gerald* and Peg Bykerk
Alvin and Yvonne Bytwork
Chris and Steffany Chleboun
James* and Karen Clausing

John and Sylvia Cooper
Norman and Mary DeGraaf
Bruce and Marion DeHaan
Howard* and Verna DeHaan
Stanley W. DeHaan
Louis* and Helen DeJonge
Frank and Bernice Deppe
Daniel and Stephanie DeVries
Henry and Lois DeVries
LaVerne and Linda DeWeerd
Bruce and Trudy DeWindt
James and Donna DeYoung
Anthony and Jeane Diekema
Donald and Natalie Distelberg
James W. and Gerry* Doezema
Wayne and Ruth* Dornbush
Sidney and Gladys Draayer
Tom and Mary Duthler
Al* and Lois Dykema
Dale* and Sandi Dykema
Alvin* and Nettie Dykhouse
Doug and Barb Edema
Sue Edema
Dan and Lorna Elve
Dick and Judith Eppinga
Ted and Barb Etheridge
Rog and Judy Faber
William* and Crystal Fles
Larry and Mary Gerbens
David* and Mobe Gezon
Donald and Martheen* Griffioen
Roger and Susan Griffioen
Doris J. Gritter
Donald* and Lynn Groenleer
Carl and Sandy Gronsman
David and Marianne Grooters
Jim and Barb Haveman
Patricia Hazenberg
John* and Janice Heerspink
Dewey and Marilyn* Heetderks
Henry* and Bernice Heys
Douglas and Jeri* Hoek
Henry J. and Caroline Hoeks
Dewey* and Kathryn Hoitenga
Martin and Mary Hollebeek
Franklin and Gerri Holwerda
Richard and Ruthelaine* Hoolsema
Gerard* and June Huissen
George and Nancy Jasperse
Gregory and Carol Jeltema
Paul and Frances Jeltema
Jim and Ginger Jurries
Ronald and Priscilla Karelse
Bruce and June Klanderman
Robert L. and Mary J. Kloostra
James and Allyson Koeman
Mark and Janet Krommendyk
John and Margaret Kuiper
Harold and Jessica Kuizema
Vernon and Anna Marie Laninga
Al* and Marilyn Lobbes

LEAH WYNBEEK ‘19

I loved being able 
to be in a Christian 
community of 
students and staff 
who all like to have 
fun and enjoy their 
time. GRCHS has 
given me a lot of 
opportunities I don’t 
think I could find 
anywhere else.
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Ken and Ruth Lobbes
Tom and Janice McWhertor
Anonymous
Louis* and Wilma Mulder
Douglas and Lois Nagel
Thomas and Marcia Nobel
Homer* and Mildred Noordyke
Les* and Marilyn Oosterbaan
John and Lorene Postma
David and Patrice Prince
Don and Marilyn Prince
Bruce and Joan Quist
Greg Quist
Ben and Grace Rietema
Roger and Carol Roskamp
Ronald and Joanne Rozema
Loren and Dian* Rupke
Timothy and Krista Schaafsma
Susan K. Schalon
Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek
Charles and Sheryl Smalligan
Arnie and Shirl Snoeyink
Hal and Fran* Soper
Arthur* and Hazel Stahl
James and Dolly Strikwerda
Thomas and Mary Stuit
Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber
Jack and Jan Sytsma
Andy and Elaine Tiesenga
Glenn and Nancy Triezenberg
Stephen and Anne Tuuk
Dean and Carol VanBruggen
Rick and Mary VandenBerg
Philip and Mary VandenBerge
Melvina and Donald J.* 

 VanderLinde, Sr.
Daniel and Ellen VanderMey
Homer* and Joanne VanderMey
Earl* and Marjorie VanderPloeg
Charles and Christine VanderSloot
Douglas and Joanne VanderVelde
Nicholas and Melanie VanderWal
Gerald and Jessica VanderWall
Lois VanderWel
John* and Vivian VanDyke
Bill and Yvonne VanEe
Harold and Susan VanEerden
Jack and Johanna VanManen
Jack and Trudy VanStee
Fred and Gladys* VanSwol
Peter* and Audrey VanVliet
Phyllis VanVugt Bratt and Harvey* 

Bratt
William and Margaret* VanWienen
Joel and Wendy Veldheer
Earl and Gertrude Visser
Tom and Sharon Visser
Jay and Sarah* Volkers
Phyllis Vos
H. Joyce Vugteveen
William and Patricia Waanders

Barbara Wagoner
Hank and Maureen Wagoner
Marie Werner
Gladys A. Wierenga
Ruth E. Wierenga
Leonard* and May Lou Wilkins
Bob and Marybeth Zaagman
Julie Zandstra
Ted* and Myra Zwiep
Paul* and Eleanor Zwier
Andy* and Thelma Zylstr

J. Herman Fles Society 
in memoriam
The following are those 
who have made estate 
gifts over the history of 
Grand Rapids Christian 
Schools. We gratefully 
remember and honor 
these supporters for 
their commitment and 
generosity. Their gifts 
have been permanently 
endowed in the 
Foundation, continuing 
their legacy in perpetuity. 

Sue Algra
Larry and Lila Alkema
Jerry and Yvonne Anman
Joan Averill
Angeline Baker
Andrew J. Bandstra
Ken and Jeanne Bergsma
Ruth E. Berkompas
Marilyn K. Betten
Jim and Frances Beugelink
Sadie Bolthouse
Cora Borgman
Gilbert Bos
Marvin and Martina Boshoven
Edith Bosma
Frank and Nell Bouma
Doris A. Brander
Anita Bratt
Edith Brill
Eugene M. and G. Jeanne Broene
Gordon and Rose Buter
Coby Cok
Tom and Betty Cooper
Joseph and Dena Daverman
Frank and Jeanette Davidhazy
Richard and Rita DeBoer
Willis and Gertrude DeBoer
Adeline DeBruyn
William and Gertrude DeGood
Benjamin DeGraaf
Rena DeHaan

Sid DeJong
James and Helen DeJonge
Adrian and Jennie DeVos
Frank and Esther DeVos
R. Jack and Rosemary  

(Franken) DeVos
Matthys and Caroline DeVroome
Gertrude DeWinter
Mary DeZeeuw
Julia Dieleman
Mary Ditmar
Ben Duthler
Herm and Evie Eldersveld
Bertha Evenhouse
Henry Evenhouse
Agnes Feenstra
Annette Feenstra
Charles R. Feenstra, Jr.
Larry Feenstra
Hermine Feringa
Peter Feringa
Anne Feringa
J. Herman and Lucile Fles
William Geelhoed
Stewart S. and Florence A. Geelhood
Pearl Geukes
Cornelius Goudzwaard
Art and Laura Jean Gritter
Roger and Marjorie Gritter
Sylvia Gysen
Catherine Haveman
Virginia Heemstra
Dick W. and Eleanor Helmus
Lawrence and Clarice Hendrickson
Ted and Mae Herrema
Grace Heslinga
Allie Holleman
Evelyn Holwerda
William and Alyce Holwerda
Catherine Hooyenga
Tracy Huitsing
Dorothy L. Ibershof
Henry Ippel
Stan and Catherine Jabaay
Sidney J. and Theresa M. Jansma
John and Zwanet Janssens
Nicholas and Jenna Jelles
Alice Jeltema
Jerry and Delia Jonker
Henry Jurries
John and Lucille Jurries
Frances Karsten
Martin and Francis Karsten
Corneal and Jeanette Koetje
Joyce M. and Harold L. Kok
Martha Koning
Kenneth and Pearl Konyndyk
Henry Kooistra
Bud Koorndyk
Henry and Myrtle Kreulen
John and Esther Kroon

Nelly Kuipers
Sylvia Kuipers
Cornelius LaFleur
Walter and Wilma Lagerwey
Henry Langeland
Dena Lemmen
Clarence and Gertrude Lucasse
Bruce E. Mulder
G. Arthur and Helen Mulder
Marian and Lambert Mulder
Rodney and Lucarol Mulder
Joyce Myers
Cal and Elaine Nagel
Richard G. Natte
Louis and Cornelia Niemeyer
Henrietta Oosterhouse
Roger Patterson
Jennie Penning
Jeannette Piersma
Annetta D. Prins
Lawrence and Donna Quist
Bob and Connie Recker
Bernard Robbert
Magdalene H. Roersma
Marius and Eleanor Rooks
Steven Rooks
Anna Rookus
Harvey L. Rozema
Michael and Helen Ruiter
Kathryn A. Schols
Henry and Eleanor Scholten
Eleanor J. Sevensma
Herman and Bea Sprik
Helene J. Steensma
John and Hazel Stevens
Annette Streelman
Madge Strikwerda
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William and Catherine Stuursma
Henrietta TenHarmsel
Johanna TenHarmsel
Gertrude TerKeurst
Janet Timmer
Doris Tuinstra
Albertha VanAelst
Richard VanBeek
Catherine VanDam
John VanDellen
Theodore and Ruth VanDellen
Dr. Allison and Mildred VandenBerg
John and Marian VandenBerg
William and Mary B. VandenBerg
Ella H. VanderArk
Harvey and Fannie VanderArk
Mark and Marie VanderArk
Nelle VanderArk
Peter VanderArk
Garrett C. and Stella VandeRiet
Albert and Lucile VanderLaan
Grace VanderLaan
Helen Vanderveen
John and Neva Vanderveen
Steve and Viola VanDerWeele
Harry and Dorothy VanDyke
Jessie VanDyke
Elizabeth VanEerden
Jack and Katie VanEerden
Arthur and Anne VanEnk
Herman and Helen VanFaasen
Thea B. VanHalsema
Lena VanHouten
Henry and Jeanette VanIddekinge
Jenny VanOeveren
Martha VanSledright

Genevieve VanTuinen
Anonymous
Clarence and Dorothy Venema
Gilbert Verburg
Ben and Marguerite Verhoek
John Vinkemulder
Elinor Wagoner
Margaret A. Welmers
Jennie Westveer
Paul and Trudy Westveer
John and Theresa Wierenga
Ike Williamson
Annemary Worst
Louise Zevalkink

Honorary and 
Memorial Gifts
Individuals and 
organizations have made 
gifts to Grand Rapids 
Christian Schools in 
honor or memory of 
the friends and family 
members noted in bold.

In Honor of Bob Berkhof
Tracy and Tom Nykamp

In Memory of Gerald Bykerk
Peg Bykerk

In Memory of Louis DeJonge
Helen DeJonge

In Memory of Theda DeJonge
Rich and Ann Bakker
Dan and Jan Bays
Beene Garter LLP
Marge Bergsma
CDV5 Foundation
David and Joan Cywinski
Dorothy DeJonge
Helen DeJonge
Dick and Betsy DeVos Family 

Foundation
Daniel and Pamella DeVos 

Foundation
Douglas and Maria DeVos Foundation
Dave and Barb DeVries
Bob and Sharon Doornbos
Larry and Carolyn Groendyk
Gail Lyonnais
Dale and Cathy Millard
Emily Mitchell
Norris, Perné & French LLP
Fran Kloostra Pruis
Hank Ritsema
Gilbert Rushlau and Melynda Storm-

Rushlau
Tom and Loreen Standel
Mark and Kara Stuit
Mark and Wanda Sytsma

John Timmer
Mark and Denise van der Laan
Michael and June VanderVeen
Marilyn VanderWeide

In Memory of Richard M. DeVos
Anonymous
Jason and Suzanne Allen
AMDG Architects
Larry Arnn
Marge Bergsma
Bob and Linda Berkhof
Alex Blackwell
Chuck and Chris Boelkins
William J. and Laurie Boer
Bill and Gari Lynn Bowling
Brent Tate and Angela Cassiday
Jack and Rita Daughery
John and Michelle Engler
Grand Rapids Community Foundation
Larry and Carolyn Groendyk
Jim and Barb Haveman
Bill and Sandy Hawkins
Bernice Heys
Richard Hodgson and Jayne  

Courts Hodgson
Dave and Lois Hollemans
Jeffrey and Neva Hundley
Bob and Paulette Israels
Marion Jones
Curt and Alane Kikkert
Los Angeles Lakers, Inc.
David and Tami Lubowitz
Meijer Foundation
Chris and Alison Meyer
Mark and Julie Orth
Edgar and Elsa Prince Foundation
Mary and Seong Kwan Rhee
John and Shirley Roels
John and Judy Spoelhof
William and Lucinda Steensma
Lon and Sandy Swartzentruber
Mrs. Doris VanderMey
Via Design, Inc.
Jeff and Cathy Visser
Tim and Gail Welte
Craig and Emilie Wierda
Jason and Sian Zylstra

In Memory of Rosemary DeVos
Bethany Christian Services
Bernice Heys
Ray and Eunice Mastin
Marlowe Pranger and Melvina 

VanderLinde
Rich and Wilma VanDyk

In Memory of Dorothy Duthler
Almer and Roberta Dieterman
June Hollemans
Bonnie Keller
Edward Manderfeld and Lauretta 

Murphy
Nancy McKelvey and Pablo Gonzalez

Plante Moran
Rodger Rice
Richard and Kathy Russo
John and Ann Shooks
Cheryl Stein
John VanderPloeg

In Memory of Tim Dykhouse
Advance Packaging Corp. Drivers & 

Shipping Dept.
Patricia Baak
Bob and Linda Berkhof
Harry and Judy Dekker
Sandy Dykhouse
Duane and Linda Elders
Jim and Laurie Israels
Joan Opthoff
Jeanette and W. Michael Pigorsh
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink
Herbert and Linda Teunis
Bill and Yvonne VanEe
Gary and Lois Wierenga

In Memory of John Dykstra
Selma and DeSheltler
John and Lori Pylman

In Memory of Robin Grieve
James O’Connor and Brenda 

McDonald

In Honor of Stephen Hanenburg
Kathy Hanenburg

In Memory of Helen Helder
Barbara and David Donker

In Memory of Ruth Kiel
Bob and Ruth Gritter
Doug and Sue Keegstra
Lois Loetz

In Memory of Gordon Konyndyk
James W. Doezema
Dolinka, VanNoord & Company PLLP
Chip and Kelly Flietstra
Craig and Kathleen Flietstra
Don and Debra Konyndyk
Art and Marilyn Kraai
Ken and Martha Mast
Jackie Newhof
Alice Otter
Judith and Tom Peterson
Mark and Gertrude Schreur
Norma and Bernard VanArk
Bill and Pat Waanders
Peter and Julie Zwier

In Memory of Donald Kreykes
Calvin University

In Honor of Jay and Audrey 
Laninga

Dave and Miki DeWindt

In Memory of Billy Liszewski
Anonymous

In Memory of Milton Meekhof
Nancy Meekhof
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In Memory of Millie Muller
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink

In Memory of Dick Nykamp
G. H. and Barbara Gordon

In Memory of John Primus
Alan Adsmond
Edwin Baker
Beene Garter LLP
Marge Bergsma
Fred and Janice Boersma
Dale Borst
John and Janice Borst
Walt and Jesslyn DeBoer
Bob and Ruth Gritter
Larry and Carolyn Groendyk
Ed and Amy Kornoelje
Mark and Linda Los
Edward and Wilma Meyer
John and Brenda Primus
June Primus
Dawn Safford
Sylvia Semplonius
Tom and Loreen Standel
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink
Glenn and Nancy Triezenberg
Mark and Denise van der Laan
John VanderPloeg
Tom and Laura Wiersma
Gord Zandee

In Memory of Annetta Prins
Jim and Angie Bosscher
Beth DeBoe
Michael DeBoe
Bob and Ruth Gritter
Ginny and Peter Steensma
Bob and Beth Terborg

In Memory of Joan Reiffer
Ken and Wanda Bokhoven
Dick and Ruth VanderKamp

In Memory of Jean Ryskamp
John and Nancy Bouwkamp
Annette Broene
Dick and Mary Broene
Sally and Richard Herweyer
Lake Michigan Dental, PC
Kay Rozema

In Memory of Ross Smith
Leonard Anspach
Mark and Joyce DeVries
Bruce Dunn
Patricia Elders
Charles and Joyce Farho
George and Annette Goris
Andrew and Jayne Griffin
Carl and Sandy Gronsman
George and Audrey Hiskes
Thomas Hoffmeyer
Mart and Mary Hollebeek
Dave and Lois Hollemans
Norman and Bonnie Langeland
Langeland Family Funeral Homes
Herb and Sharon Lantinga
Edward and Sherry Meeuwsen
Ron and Joanne Rozema
Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek
A. J. and Kristin Smith
SMP Pharmacy Solutions
Peter and Gail Start
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink
Gretta Vaandrager
Mary VanderJagt
John VanHoven
Bob and Marybeth Zaagman

In Memory of Marianne Tubergen
Terri and Don Allen
Bill and Karen Bouman
Jayma and Jim Mikes
Diane Lambrechts and Bob Pace
William and Colleen Malcolm
Warren and Kathleen McPherson
Nelda Moffatt
Cornelia Pell

Larry and Harolene Warden
Ellen and Bert Wolters

In Memory of Marie VanderPloeg
Don Ekdom
Greater Pittsburgh Community  

Food Bank
Corrine Kass
Jake and Ann Scheeres
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink
Donald and Karen Trap
Tom and Laura Wiersma

In Memory of Katie VanEerden
Gordon and Colleen Averill
Harvey and Trish Bennett
Ron and Norma Betten
William J. and Laurie Boer
Jonathan and Janet Chism
Tom and Jacquie DeJonge
David and Karen Gilliam
Hannah’s House
Ross and Thea Hoezee
Bill and Laura Mathis
Wayne and Ruth Payne
Donald and Trula Ross
Jerry and Nanette Rushton
Keith and Marlo Schantz
Dan and Judy Schimmel
Doug and Jan VanDrie
Wealth Strategies
Ronald and Diane Wierenga

In Memory of Robert VanEeuwen
Juke and Carolyn Bouwer
Wilma Huyser
Les and Nancy Kragt
Angela McClain
Tom and Marcia Nobel
Mark and Gertrude Schreur
Gord Zandee

In Memory of Willard VanEssen
Donald and Gina Bazany
Russ Bono
Ronald and Myra Boss
Randy and Debra Buursma
Nicholas and Cynthia DeBoer
Randy and Laurie Elders
David and Marianne Grooters
Bernie Hedrick
Christopher Koenigs
Martha Kooistra
Theresa Kooistra
William and Faith Kuykendall
Bob and Sue Lyzenga
Al Moll
David and Angela Muilenberg
Jerry Peterman
Prein & Newhof
Bruce and Doris Robey
David and Barbara Scalise
Silver & VanEssen, P. C.

Christopher and Laurelynn 
VanderBaan

Steve and Deb Windemuller

In Memory of Jeffrey VanManen
Anonymous
Timothy and Skyler Bangma
Chuck and Chris Boelkins
Daniel and Kerrie DeVries
Ed and Ruth DeVries
James W. Doezema
Jim and Ruth Holkeboer
Karen Horlings
Art and Marilyn Kraai
Woody and Mary VandenBosch
Jack and Jo VanManen

In Honor of Dave VanWingerden
Morgan Stanley Foundation

In Memory of Sylvia VerMerris
Sally Folkringa
Lawrence and Marilyn Gerard
Jim and Ginger Jurries
Kate Maloney
Jim and Ginger Jurries
Mrs. Marian Jurries
Robert and Virginia (Jurries) Postma
Susan Stuyfzand
Garry and Pat VanderVlucht
Dave and Nancy VerMerris

In Memory of Shirley Weersing
Bob and Linda Berkhof

In Memory of Howard Wiarda
Ieda Wiarda

In Memory of Ken Zandee
Bill and Bea Boorsma
James W. Doezema
Larry and Carolyn Groendyk
John and Kathy Miedema
Wayne and Cynthia Muller
Joe Popiel
Mary Sytsma
Lory TenBroek
Thomas and Patricia Williams

In Memory of John Zoerhoff
Doug and Nancy Zoerhoff
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Endowed Funds
Endowed funds allow 
donors to support the 
Schools in their area of 
interest. Each of these 
funds is permanently 
endowed, carrying on the 
donor’s legacy forever.

Amash Family Fund

AMDG Architects, Inc. Educational 
Support Services Endowment Fund

Donald I. ‘41 and Maxine E. Battjes 
Family Scholarship Fund

Berends Family Chair for Arts and 
Music

Marilyn Betten ‘53 Scholarship Fund

John ‘56 and Judy (Plekker) ‘55 
Bielema Scholarship Fund

Evelyn Jean Bruyn Scholarship Fund

Building and Grounds Endowed Fund

A. Dale ‘52 and Mary Buist Family 
Scholarship Fund

Christian Education Scholarship Fund

Gordon and Rose Buter Scholarship 
Fund

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Capital Repairs and Maintenance 
Fund

DeVos Center for Arts and Worship 
Endowment Fund

Circle of Friends Endowment Fund

Class of 1962 Endowment Fund

Class of 1963 Endowment Fund

Class of 1964 Endowment Fund

Class of 1965 Endowment Fund

Class of 1967 Endowment Fund

Paul Damon Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

Barbara (Bishop) ‘47 DeHaan 
Scholarship Fund

Howard ‘42 and Verna (Frens) 
DeHaan Scholarship Fund

Stanley and Barbara (Bishop) ‘47 
DeHaan Family Scholarship Fund

James J. and Helen A. DeJonge 
Educational Support Services 
Endowment Fund

Don and Ruth (VanderArk) ‘32 
DeRuiter Scholarship Fund

Dan and Pamella DeVos Family 
Endowment for Eagles Ice Center

Frank ‘43 and Esther (Ibershof) ‘42 
DeVos Scholarship Fund

John and Theresa (Bouma) ‘29 
Diephouse Scholarship Fund

William and Tricia Dodds Scholarship 
Fund

Rennie Dornbush Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Patricia S. Duthler Music Fund

Evangelical Committee for Christian 
Education Scholarship Endowment 
Fund

Hermine Feringa Fund

John G. and Anne Feringa Fund

J. Herman ‘29 and Lucile 
(Noordewier) ‘30 Fles Family 
Endowment Fund

Frens-Tibbe Family Scholarship Fund

Nancy Dekker Hanenburg Minority 
Scholarship Fund

James and Catherine Haveman 
Scholarship Fund

Annemary Heerspink Scholarship 
Fund

Henry and Bernice Heys Scholarship 
Fund

Franklin Holwerda Scholarship Fund

Stanley and Catherine Jabaay 
Applied Tech Fund

Jacobsen Family Scholarship 
Endowment Fund

Jubilee Endowment Fund

Jurries Family Scholarship Fund in 
memory of John and Lucille Jurries

Jim and Ginger Jurries Scholarship 
Fund

Francine J. (Seven) ‘34 Katt Fund

Willard and Mary Kingma 
Endowment Fund

John P. ‘27 and Esther G. Kloet 
Scholarship Fund

Kenneth and Pearl Konyndyk 
Scholarship Fund

C. Scott and Susan Kooistra 
Scholarship Fund

Michael Koster Memorial Fund

Jay and Audrey Laninga Endowment 
for the Dramatic Arts

Peter and Matilda Meeuwsen Family 
Endowment Fund

Ben and Lee Muller Teacher 
Scholarship Fund

Grand Rapids Christian Schools 
Need-Based Scholarship Fund

Oakdale Christian School Minority 
Scholarship Fund

Henrietta Oosterhouse ‘42 Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Parents Assisting Christian Education 
Endowment Fund

LeRoy Roger Patterson Unrestricted 
Fund

Plymouth Heights CRC Scholarship 
Fund

Quest Center Endowment Fund

Rockford Christian School 
Endowment Fund

Pauline Roskam Scholarship Fund

Henry and Dorothy Schierbeek 
Family Scholarship Fund

Robert and Mary Jo Schierbeek 
Family Fund

Herman and Bea Sprik Cultural Arts 
Fund

James M. Stapert Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

Helene Steensma Scholarship Fund

Thomas and Mary (Berends) Stuit 
Family Fund

Swartzentruber and Hoeks Family 
Fund

Gertrude TerKeurst ‘41 Fund

Doris Tuinstra Minority Scholarship 
Fund

Dr. Allison and Mildred VandenBerg 
Endowment Fund

Gerald and Jessica Beets VanderWall 
Scholarship Fund

VanderWoude Family Scholarship 
Fund

Harry and Dorothy M. VanDyke 
Memorial Fund

Art and Anne VanEnk Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Lewis ‘59 and Norma (Bolt) ‘60 
VanKuiken Family Scholarship Fund

Norma Nobel VanNoordwyk Music 
Endowment Fund

Jack D. and Trudy VanStee ‘43 
Scholarship Fund

Hubert and Evelyn VanTol Minority 
Scholarship Fund

Max and Carol VanWyk Family 
Scholarship Fund

Edward ‘49 and Beatrice Verburg 
Family Scholarship Fund

Marguerite (Noordewier) ‘27 and J. 
Benjamin Verhoek Fund

Daniel Visser Applied Technology 
Fund

Neal ‘43 and Elaine (Schultze) 
‘43 Weemhoff Family Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

Samuel L. Westerman Fund

Dorothy Westra Fund

Howard J. Wiarda Endowed 
Scholarship Fund

John ‘28 and Theresa (Boes) ‘30 
Wierenga Scholarship Fund

Richard and Kate Wolters Scholarship 
Fund

John Zoerhoff Memorial Scholarship 
Fund
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Barbara Clark

Ilene Cooper

Dawn Cornell

Ruth Damon

Harriet DeBoer

Carol DeGoede

Elaine DeStigter

Butch DeVries

Lois DeVries

Linda DeWeerd

Vern DeWeerd

Marty Dewey

Henry DeWitt

Judy Doornbos

Kathy Doyle

Marilynn Draisma

Tom Draisma

Joan Duffy

Richard Eitman

Bonnie Faber

Susan Farrar

Wayne Frazee

Win Frazee

Jill Frazee-Eitman

Diane Gerbens

Linda Gerren

Twyla Gortsema

Alice Greidanus

Sue Griffioen

Ruth Gritter

Carroll Groenenboom

Lois Groenenboom

Susan Hallifax

Eva Heetebrij

Bea Hoek

Doug Hoek

Jim Holkeboer

Dave Hollemans

Lois Hollemans

Laurie Holwerda

Jan Huisman

Ken Huisman

Chuck Ippel

Nancy Jasperse

Bernie Jonker

Thomas Jonker

Joanne Josten

Jacquelyn Keriako

John Klaver

Linda Klaver

Pat Knoester

Jim Koop

John Stegink

Judy Stewart

Lee Stouten

John Straatsma

Ed Stuursma

Deb Sweemer

Laura Szotko

Lory TenBroek

Marilynn TenBroek

June Tilma

Sue Troost

Alice Tyson

Kathi VandeGuchte

Mary VandenBerge

Shari VanderKooi

Dan VanderLaan

Nelda VanderLaan

Ken Vanderlei

Jack VanderSloot

Sandy VanderStelt

Gary VanderVelde

Lois VanderVlies

Herb VanHassel

Marilyn VanHassel

John VanRyn

Jan VanVeen

Jerry VanVeen

Zach Veenstra

Shirley Verspoor

Sal Verstraete

Tom Vincent

Lorrie Vis

Lorraine Warlick

Jane Warners

Diana Wells

Shirley Wells

Ruth Witte

Susan Wright-Miller

Pat Ykema

Phyllis Zaagman

Lloyd Ziebarth

Thelma Zylstra

Tom Korhorn

Evelyn Kwekel

John Kwekel

Ann Laninga

Olga Leder

Eva Lehnen

Merrie Marthens

Earnest McAlister

Michelle McCloud

Irene Menninga

Ann Mesler

Diek Meyer

Donna Meyer

Tom Nobel

Annette Oosten

Tina Persenaire

Laurie Petersen

Jeff Peterson

Merle Peterson

Norma Peterson

Lori Pink

Marlowe Pranger

Idamae Prins

Joyce Purdue

Leanne Quayle

MaryJeanne Quist

Jim Rauwerda

Cheryl Ritsema

Joanie Rosema

John Rottman

Marilyn Rottman

Russ Rykse

Krista Schaafsma

Barb Schelling

Betsy Schierbeek

Dorothy Schierbeek

Henry Schierbeek

Susan Schuitema

Carina Schuurman

Larry Segaar

Doug Selfe

Doug Sieplinga

Carol Sigler

Marty Slagter

Dale Slings

Gloria Slings

Anne Smeda

Bill Smit

Lorraine Spoelstra

Ed Start

Ginny Steensma

Jack Stegink

Staff
Karen Witte, Store Manager

Sarah Baas, Saturday Manager

Laura Corell, Donation Supervisor

Kathleen Scaglione, Donation 

Supervisor

Volunteers
Judy Alphenaar

Elizabeth Bajema

Ken Baker

Lynda Barendse-Witte

Betty Jo Bast

Dave Bast

Les Beimers

Marge Bergsma

Linda Berkhof

Hermina Besselsen

Mari Beswick

Barbara Bierens

Diane Bloem

Alyce Boender

Don Boender

John Boerman

Brenda Boersma

Thelma Boonstra

Carolyn Bouwer

Juke Bouwer

Anne Bouwman

Vonda Brasser

Mark Brinks

Norma Brunger

Joan Bryant

Diane Buchmaier

Carol Buist

Mary Buist

Hee Sook Choi

Carol Christians

New 2 You
New 2 You is an upscale 
thrift store run by 
dedicated volunteers 
and supporters of Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools. 
Since 2004, the store’s 
profits have provided 
more than $6 million 
toward tuition reduction 
for our families. With 
heartfelt thanks, we 
gratefully recognize 
New 2 You’s staff and 
volunteers.

VOLUNTEER AT 
NEW 2 YOU:

new2youshop.org/volunteer
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GRAND RAPIDS 
CHRIST IAN SCHOOLS 
LEADERSHIP
2019 /2020

The Board of Trustees provides strategic 
leadership in order to advance the mission of 
Grand Rapids Christian Schools throughout our 
community and to ensure the highest level of 
student learning and faith development. 

Grand Rapids Christian Schools  
Board of Trustees
Tim Alles, President
Mike Meeuwsen ‘94, Vice President
Tom Prince ’83, Treasurer
Dr. Patricia Harris ’77, Secretary
Debbye Turner Bell
Jill Ellens
Rebecca Jordan Heys
Dave VanWingerden
Julie Westra

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

Executive Committee
Tim Alles, Chair
Dr. Patricia Harris
Mike Meeuwsen
Tom Prince

Board Committees

Nominations Committee
Tim Alles
Rita Buitendorp
Paul Jeltema ‘81
LaRissa McKissack
Dave Van Wingerden
Julie Westra

Education Committee
Jill Ellens, Chair
John Barkel
Dr. Patricia Harris
Rebecca Jordan Heys
Chris Klein
Judi Scholten
Julie Westra

Finance and Operations Committee
Tom Prince, Chair
Eric Boender
Mike Meeuwsen
Chris TerVeen
Dave Tuit
Jason Zylstra

Advancement Committee
Dave VanWingerden, Chair
Debbye Turner Bell
Kim Bolt
Greg Jeltema
Kara VanDrie

Grand Rapids Christian School 
Foundation Board of Directors
Tim Alles
Larry Bos Jr.
Tom DeJonge
Dr. Patricia Harris
Greg Jeltema
Nick Sherman
Dave VanWingerden

New 2 You Board
Formed to own and operate a thrift 
store, as a supporting organization 
for Grand Rapids Christian Schools.

STAFF LEADERSHIP

Board of Trustees
Sue Griffioen ’62, President
Ken Baker, Vice President
Tom Nobel, Treasurer
Betty Jo Bast, Secretary
Laura Corell
John Kwekel
Merle Peterson
Lori Pink
Jim Rauwerda
Ruth Witte ‘74

GRCS Eagle Impact
Formed to own and operate 
an indoor ice rink facility as a 
supporting organization for Grand 
Rapids Christian Schools.

Board of Directors
Dave Tuit, President
Ric Bouwma ‘85
Jim Stevens

Thomas J. DeJonge ’76 
Superintendent

James H. Primus ’82 
Chief Financial Officer

Lindsay Hart 
Director of Advancement

Amy L. Orr ’87 
Director of Marketing and Admissions

Jana Hoglund ’02 
Director of Community Engagement

ANNUAL REPORT STAFF
Lauren Fay Creative 
Managing Editor

Emily Zoladz 
Photography

Holland Litho 
Printer

The Board is supported by a variety of groups that further enhance the 
Board’s work. The operation of Grand Rapids Christian Schools calls on the 
talents and skills of many people. We are thankful for their dedication to the 
advancement of our mission of preparing students to be effective servants of 
Christ in contemporary society.
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