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SECONDARY TRANSITION PLANNING

Ideally, transition begins at birth and focuses on the child’s interests, 
preferences and needs. 

According to IDEA 2004, schools must begin transition planning when the 
student with an IEP turns 16 years old (or 15, if will turn 16 during IEP).

When transition is a topic at IEPs, the student and the parents have a 
prominent role in discussing what has been done, what is needed, and 
what can be provided for the future. 

Transition planning creates a coordinated set of activities as part of a 
process focused on improving the child’s academic and personal life skills 
and helping the child move from school to adult life.
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Who Should Be On the Transition IEP Team?
• A special education teacher
• A regular education teacher
• One or both parents
• The student (must be invited by age 16, earlier is better)
• A school district staff member qualified to provide or 

supervise special education, who is knowledgeable 
about the general curriculum and the availability of 
district resources

• Someone who can interpret the instructional 
implications of evaluation results

• Possibly Community Agency representative
• Others?
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Appropriate Planning for Students:
• Who are these students?

• When was the discussion about diploma?

• Do they really belong in a program that will 
not lead to a diploma?

• What does the school need to do to get them 
ready?



THE NUMBERS- 2017-2018

Students with Disabilities
Age Statewide Wayne RESA

0-26 years old 207,341 36,721
0-2 years old 4,993 807
3-5 years old 21,624 3,092
6-21 years old 177,153 32,134
22-26 years old 3,571 688

Transition Age Students with Disabilities

Grade Statewide Wayne RESA
8th 14,541 2,568
9th-12th 56,221 10,214
Ungraded (must 18 or older) 7,544 1,368

Transition Age Students with Disabilities (High School)
Grade Statewide Wayne RESA

9th 15,299 2,911
10th 14,678 2,731
11th 13,331 2,252
12th 12,913 2,3205



Transition Across the Years

• It’s important to start thinking about transition during 
elementary and middle school in order to better prepare 
for high school and beyond. 

• Elementary and Middle School offers opportunities to 
build competence, learn social skills, and foster 
independence.

• For students with a disability, it’s thinking about goals 
for the future in the areas of education, employment 
and adult living, in order to have the right plans in place 
leading to their postsecondary  goals.
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Improving Educational 
Planning and Achievement 

for All Students

• The Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) 
legislation states:
– “The board of a school district or board of 

directors of a public school academy shall 
ensure that each pupil in Grade 7 is provided 
with the opportunity to develop an 
educational development plan, and that each 
pupil has developed an educational 
development plan before he or she begins 
high school.”  

MCL 380.1278 b (11)
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Improving Educational Planning and 
Achievement 

for All Students

• Improving the achievement of all students 
means improving the education planning for 
all students.

• The first step in developing an individualized 
approach to learning starts with the 
Educational Development Plan (EDP).  

• By 9th grade
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Essential Elements for EDPs

• 1. Personal Information
• 2. Career Goal(s)
• 3. Educational/Training Goal(s)
• 4. Assessment Results
• 5. Plan of Action
• 6. Parent Consultation/Endorsement

–(under age 18)



The EDP and the IEP: 
Both Based on Learning and Student’s Perspective

Who am I? Where am I going?  How do I get there?
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•Identifying values, temperament, and desired 
adult lifestyle.

•Exploring talents, likes and dislikes through 
interest inventories, hobbies and experiences with 
subjects in school.

•Experiencing real-work through field trips, 
volunteer work, part-/full-time jobs, interviewing 
various workers, tours, job shadowing and 
mentoring
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High School Information

MDE
• http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-

28753_38924---,00.html
or http://bit.ly/2kn2tU8

Personal Curriculum
• http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-

6530_30334_49879---,00.html
or http://bit.ly/2lr7c8p
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EDP and IEP
• During the EDP process, students identify 

education, pathway and career goals in planning for 
the courses they will take.

• For students receiving special education, the EDP 
may fulfill some of the IDEA requirement to 
identify: 
– Postsecondary goals
– Provide transition services 
– Identify courses of study.  

• The EDP and IEP outlines the “academic course of 
study.” 

• The IEP also identifies the supports, 
accommodations, and services that are necessary 
to support the student’s success toward the EDP 
goals.  



Certificate
• A high school diploma signifies a student has completed his/her high school 

career, taken and passed required courses, mastered the required academic 
standards, and met other graduation requirements.

• Some students find the diploma an unrealistic goal due to the rigor and 
extensive requirements of the MMC. They may will their school career with 
some type of certificate of completion or possibly move into some type of 
post-high school programming.

• A certificate of completion is not an academic credential and there are no 
state course or grade requirements necessary to earn a certificate of 
completion. 

• The decision of whether a student is working toward a diploma or a 
Certificate of Completion should be made by a planning committee, including 
parent and student, held before a student enters high school and reviewed 
after entrance.



Best Practice:  Example Course of Study 

Post-Secondary Goal: Certificate of Completion 

Year: Year: Year: Year:

Functional 
Academics:
Math
English/Language
Arts
Listening/Speaking

Daily Living Skills:
Grooming/Hygiene
Personal Safety
Life Skills

Community Skills:
Social Behavior
Community 
Resources
Recreation/Leisure
Communication Skills

Career Exploration
Work Related Training
Future Living, 
Working



Preparing to Achieve Postsecondary Goals 
How do they leave?

• Graduate with a diploma

• Exit with a local certificate 

• Ineligible (exit from special education)

• Age-out

• Dropout
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Age of Majority
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What IDEA Says:
• “For a child whose eligibility under special 

education terminates due to graduation with a 
regular diploma, or due to exceeding the age of 
eligibility, the local education agency shall
provide the child with a summary of the child’s 
academic achievement and functional 
performance, which shall include 
recommendations on how to assist the child in 
meeting the child’s postsecondary goals”.
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Summary of Performance* 
Report Date: ________ 

 
            This model form is compliant with 34 CFR §300.305(e) 

      
Student Name:  Birthdate:  Student ID#:  
Resident District:  Grade:  

Student’s Primary Disability:  Secondary Disability:  

Anticipated Exit Date:   
   

 
Summary of academic achievement and functional performance (reviewed and updated from most recent 
IEP): 
 
 

 
 
Student’s post-secondary goals: (from IEP) 
 
 
 
Accommodations used to achieve success in high school: 
 
 
 
Modifications used to achieve success in high school: 
 
 
 
Assistive Technology used to achieve success in high school: 
 
 
 
Recommendations to meet post-secondary goals: 
 
Employment: 
 
 
Post-Secondary Education: 
 
 
Independent Living Skills: 
 
 
Prepared by:   Phone:  
School:    
Student Signature:   Date:  
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Summary of Performance*


Report Date: ________


            This model form is compliant with 34 CFR §300.305(e)

		

		

		

		

		

		



		Student Name:

		

		Birthdate:

		

		Student ID#:

		



		Resident District:

		

		Grade:

		



		Student’s Primary Disability:

		

		Secondary Disability:

		



		Anticipated Exit Date:

		

		



		

		

		





Summary of academic achievement and functional performance (reviewed and updated from most recent IEP):


Student’s post-secondary goals: (from IEP)


Accommodations used to achieve success in high school:


Modifications used to achieve success in high school:


Assistive Technology used to achieve success in high school:


Recommendations to meet post-secondary goals:

Employment:


Post-Secondary Education:


Independent Living Skills:


		Prepared by:

		

		

		Phone:

		



		School:

		

		

		



		Student Signature:

		

		

		Date:
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Some Things Seem to Be Very Clear

• Schools cannot substitute alternative curriculum 
and count achievement within that curriculum 
towards the 18 credit requirements.

• Schools cannot reduce the number of credits.

• The IEP supports but does not alter the 
graduation requirements.

• No such thing as a modified diploma.

• Personal curriculum can help.

• Districts can issue certificates but they do not 
end FAPE.



Transition Compliance B-13
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Indicator 13
• Percent of youth with IEPs aged 16 and above with an IEP 

that includes appropriate measurable postsecondary goals 
that are annually updated and based upon an age 
appropriate transition assessment, transition services, 
including courses of study, that will reasonably enable the 
student to meet those postsecondary goals, and annual IEP 
goals related to the student’s transition services needs.

• There also must be evidence that the student was invited to 
the IEP Team meeting where transition services are to be 
discussed and evidence that, if appropriate, a
representative of any participating agency was invited to 
the IEP Team meeting with the prior consent of the parent 
or student who has reached the age of majority. (20 U.S.C. 
1416(a)(3)(B))
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QUESTION 1

1.   Is there documentation that the student was invited 
to the IEP Team meeting where transition services were 
discussed?

☐ Yes  ☐ No
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QUESTION 2

2.   Is there documentation of prior 
consent of the parent or student, who has 
reached the age of majority, to invite an 
agency?

☐ Yes ☐ No N/A ☐
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QUESTION 2
Response must be YES or NA for compliance.
For compliance:
To meet IDEA requirements:

– Documentation that, if any agency likely to pay or 
provide for transition services is to be invited, a 
request for consent was provided to the parent or 
student, who has reached age of majority. 

– Documentation that, if any agency likely to pay or 
provide transition services was invited, that written 
consent was provided by the parent, or student who 
has reached age of majority.
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Question 2
If NA,

Documentation that the member district determined that 
an outside agency was not likely to provide or pay for 
services at this time.  Explain the reason for not inviting 
to the upcoming IEP.  (See Transition Plan and PLAAFP)

Documentation that the parent, or student who has 
reached age of majority, denied consent or did not 
respond to requests for consent.







QUESTION 3

3.   Is there documentation that, if appropriate, a 
representative of any participating agency (that is likely 
to be responsible for providing or paying for transition 
services) was invited prior to the IEP Team meeting?

☐ Yes   ☐ No    N/A ☐
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Outside Agency Review
• Not all students require agency
• Document on IEP the reason that agency is 

not needed
• If agency is like to provide/pay for 

transition services then get consent to 
invite and invite the agency

• On invitation name the agency and person 
or title if known



Discussion Time

POSTSECONDARY

What does it mean? 
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QUESTION 4
4 (a, b, c, d) Is there documentation of a postsecondary goal 
that is based on age appropriate transition assessment(s) for 
each of the following?

• training*,  ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• education*, ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

• employment, ☐ Yes   ☐ No

• and independent living skills, where 
appropriate, 

☐ Yes  ☐ No   ☐ N/A
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QUESTION 5
5 (a, b, c, d) Does the IEP include an appropriate 
measurable postsecondary goals in the area of:

training* ☐ Yes   ☐ No 

education* ☐ Yes ☐ No

employment ☐ Yes ☐ No

and independent living skills , where 
appropriate ☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☐ N/A
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WHAT IF?
…a student has a very severe disability and/or is unable or 

unwilling  to communicate his/her postsecondary goals

– Teachers can use information based on 
observations, visual transition assessments, specific 
transition assessments (like ESTR), parent interviews, 
and general knowledge about the student’s strengths, 
preferences, and interests to help develop appropriate 
postsecondary goals.

– Use the PLAAFP to Explain Circumstances/Data

Remember:
Postsecondary goals are individualized.   
Each student’s vision for his or her life will be      

different!
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DIGGING DEEPER!
We should not accept a “none” or “don’t know” 

response from a student.  Help them think it 
through.

Help them try to explore their options in training, 
education, employment, and independent living.

If needed, keep it general and refine later.  “After 
exiting school, John will get a job”

Must be based on documented information about 
the student.
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Should There Be A Measurable Postsecondary 
Goal In Each Area? 

Yes, definitely for three areas!  Possibly NA for 
Independent Living.

• Training/Education can be combined into one all-
inclusive goal or two separate goals
– (Don’t leave a box empty on Transition Form)

• Employment

• Independent living (Where appropriate) 
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APPROPRIATE?

The school and parent are responsible for helping the 
student develop “appropriate” post secondary goals.

Question: How does the IEP team know what is 
“appropriate” for the student?

– PLAAFP
– Transition and other assessment results
– Student’s strengths, preferences and interests
– Parent, caregiver, staff input
– Observations
– Other Methods?
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Example: 3 Separate Goals
1. Education
After high school, I will take agricultural study 
courses at Cornville Community College.

2. Training
After high school, I will get on the job training 
to become a farmer on my family’s farm.

3. Employment
After high school, I will work full time as a 
farmer on my family’s farm.

42



Example: 2 Separate Goals

Training/Education
After high school I will get on 

the job training on my family’s 
farm to become a farmer.

Employment
After high school I will work full 
time as a farmer on my family’s 
farm.
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Example:  Independent Living (where appropriate)

After high school, I will live with a 
roommate in an apartment.
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REMEMBER!

“WILL”



QUESTION 6

6.  Are the postsecondary goals updated annually?

☐ Yes ☐ No

46



QUESTION 7

7.   Does the IEP include transition services that will
reasonably enable the student to meet his or her 
postsecondary goals?

☐ Yes  ☐ No
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Remember: Transition Services

• Be sure services/activities address identified Measurable 
Postsecondary Goals and identified needs

• Transition Services are intended to be those services the 
DISTRICT offers to the student, while the current IEP is in 
effect, to support movement to his/her postsecondary goals

• Must address at least one service area with an activity, but 
strongly recommend having more to be sure to address each 
measurable postsecondary goal

• All areas should be addressed
• When filling out the Transition Plan Responsible Column, 

consider people by title, the student, the school, and, possibly, 
agencies.  (Example: MRS, Parent, School Staff, Student)

NOTE:  On the Transition Plan, the Expected Completion date is not a 
requirement. It just helps focus the current IEP implementation.



QUESTION 8

8. Does the IEP include courses of study that will
reasonably enable the student to meet his or her 
postsecondary goals?

☐ Yes ☐ No
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QUESTION 8
Response must be YES for compliance

For compliance 
To meet IDEA requirements:

The documented courses of study (Michigan Merit Curriculum or 
curriculum based on alternate achievement standards) enables the student 
to achieve his or her postsecondary goals.  

If the student is working toward a Certificate of Completion or has a 
Personal Curriculum, the courses must be listed on file with the district. 

Noncompliance

– No courses of study documented.

– The documented courses of study do not enable the student to 
achieve his or her postsecondary goals. 

Example: Student wants to be a doctor, but is in a non-
diploma course of study.
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QUESTION 9

9. Are there annual IEP goals related to the student’s 
transition services needs?

☐ Yes ☐ No
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What Are Annual IEP Goals and Short Term Objectives? 

• These are IEP statements that define the measurable progress that is 
to be achieved within an annual IEP timeframe. 

• Goal areas may include reading, math, writing, pre-vocational, career 
specific, affective, speech and language, etc.

• The goals and short terms objectives address identified student 
needs and are to designed to assist the student to eventually be 
successful in achieving his/her post-secondary goals.

• A measurable annual goal must identify a skill or behavior to be 
achieved, current levels of skill, a target for achievement, a method of 
measurement, all of which can be found in the goal itself or in other 
areas of the IEP.



Example

Joe is a child with a learning disability in math computation. His  
measurable postsecondary goal in education/training is  to attend a 
technical institute to become a carpenter. An example of a measurable 
annual IEP goal for this child that links with the transition plan could 
be:

By June 2019, when given computation problems in fractional 
numbers with differing denominators, Joe will be able to compute the 
correct answer in 5 out of 5 trials as documented by teacher record.
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Explanation

Joe has a disability that impacts his achievement in math and he 
will need to learn how to do fractional math problems as a 
carpenter. 

Improving these math skills will aid him in reaching his 
postsecondary employment goal to become a carpenter.

Improving these math skills will possibly aid him in achieving his 
training and education postsecondary goal(s), as well.
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Goal Rubric
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QUESTION 10

10. Is there evidence that the student’s needs, taking
into account their strengths, preferences and interests, 
were considered?

☐ Yes ☐ No
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QUESTION 10

Response must be YES for compliance with IDEA standards.
For compliance 
To meet IDEA requirements:

– Documentation that the student attended and 
participated in the IEP Team meeting.

– Documentation within the IEP that the student’s 
strengths, preferences, and interests were 
considered if he or she was not in attendance.
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QUICK LOOK AT MICHAEL



Michael’s PLAAFP Summary

• SLD- math, oral expression, listening 
comprehension

• Issue with assignment completion- late or never
• Behavioral difficulties- insubordination, poor peer,  

excessive tardy to class
• Doesn’t understand disability
• Needs extra time on assignments, tests, needs 

calculator



Transition Assessment Results from PLAAFP

Impact: Michael is unclear about potential medical careers and 
appropriate colleges.   During the interview, Michael stated that he 
wants to get a driver’s license and find a part-time job to help with 
household expenses. He also realizes he needs work experience 
and help with managing his earnings. 

After the STAT and interview, Michael’s teachers felt that inviting 
MRS to the IEP would be a good idea, but he and his mother 
decided to wait until the next IEP. 



Transition Assessments: Resulting Needs 

• Research medical careers

• Investigate college entrance requirements 

• Learn the driver’s training process 

• Learn independent living skills: banking shopping, 
money management, apartment living, etc. 

• Improve work skills to support competitive employment

• Explore part time job opportunities



Michael’s MPSGs
• After completing high school, I will attend medical school 

at State University. 

• After completing high school, I will attend medical school 
at State University. 

• After completing high school , I will have some type of  
job in the medical field.

• After completing high school, I will live on my own in an  
apartment in my current hometown.



Possible Annual IEP Goal Areas?
• Math
• Listening Comprehension
• Affective/Behavioral
• Study Skills
• Oral Expression
• Personal Awareness
• Independent Adult and Living Skills
• Career Exploration
• Work Skills
• Others?



Annual Goal addressing MPSG Example

Michael is a child with a learning disability in math computation, and 
has a measurable postsecondary goal in education to attend a 
university for a medical career.
An example of a measurable annual IEP goal for him that links with the 
transition plan could be:

Currently, when given a two-step word problem from his Algebra text, 
Michael can decode the steps required to complete the problem and 
solve with 65% accuracy as measured by class work and tests.

By June 7, 2019, when given a two-step word problem from his Algebra 
text, Michael will decode the steps required to complete the problem 
and solve with 80% accuracy as measured by class work and tests.
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Explanation

Michael has a disability that impacts his achievement in math and 
he will need to improve his math skills to aid him in reaching his 
postsecondary employment goal of a career in the medical field.

Improving these math skills will possibly aid him in achieving his 
training and education postsecondary goals, as well.
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CONTACT
Larry Stemple
Wayne RESA 
734 334 1541
stempll@resa.net

Some Transition Resources:
http://www.resa.net/specialeducation/transitionplannin
g/
or http://bit.ly/2mwV60I
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