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Learning Objectives:

• Understand how to build financial literacy through 
application and hands-on experiences for your grade 
level.

• Learn how to setup a classroom economy through the 
use of myclassroomeconomy.org resources.

• Explore web based resources for savings/investment 
accounts through mykidsbank.org and stock market 
challenges through marketwatch.com.



Financial Literacy

• Make (or find, #tpt) meaningful tasks that 
incorporate financial situations or examples 
that relate to your current unit of study.

• Allow students opportunities to communicate 
with each other to build financial vocabulary.

• Provide a word wall to help model and show 
various financial words in context.







Setting up a Classroom Economy

• Tip #1- Start with the basics. It is YOUR classroom 
economy.

• Tip #2- Introduce new components slowly.

• Tip #3- The simpler you make it, the easier it will run.

• Tip #4- Allow students to make ALL financial 
decisions.

• Tip #5- Provide parents with opportunities to share 
their experiences.



Job Applications, Resume and Interviews

• Use jobs that fit your classroom.

• Discuss each available job and provide a 
list with their monthly salary.

• Each student completes a job 
application and basic resume. Set a firm 
deadline!

• Students list their top three job choices.

• If necessary, have students meet with 
you for an interview to see if they are a 
good candidate for the job they wish to 
earn.

• Assign each student a job and provide 
written job offer.





Income and Expenses

• Income

• Salary- Monthly 
(varies)

• Bonuses

• Classroom 
Participation

• Investment Earnings

• Seat Purchases

• Expenses

• Rent (monthly)-
$1,000/ Purchase-
$3,000

• Fines 

• Taxes

• Auctions





Cash and Digital Currency

• Cash and digital currency.
• Pros and Cons

• Mykidsbank.org

• Easy to manage.

• Direct Deposit of salary monthly.

• 401k Investment Accounts with 
Interest calculated automatically. 

• Student bankers make withdraws and 
deposits online.

• Students have access to check their 
balances.



Taxes and Auctions

• Taxes
• Flat Tax- $500

• Deductions for Auction Items donated 
and documented community service 
hours.

• Tax Form must be postmarked to 
Accountant by April 15th.

• Auctions
• Monthly

• Items $5 or less

• Purchase additional seats



Stock Market Challenges

• Marketwatch.com

• Setup private competitions for students.
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