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Why is early childhood education important 
for our students? 

High-quality early learning experiences can have a life 
changing impact:

▪ Students are better prepared for kindergarten;

▪ Students have higher math test scores in middle school;

▪ Students are less likely to have been retained in grade;

▪ Students are more likely to have strong attendance and 
ultimately graduate high school; and

▪ Students who are economically disadvantaged are more 
likely to go to college and earn more over their lifetime.
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What does it mean to provide high-quality 
early learning experiences? 

Early Childhood Vision of Excellence

In Tulsa Public Schools, our goal is to ensure that all students 
have equitable access to excellent early childhood education 
across the district. Our early childhood programs prepare 
students for success in elementary school and to realize their 
potential to become healthy, thriving members of the 
community. 
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What is happening in our early childhood classrooms?

High-quality, 
responsive 

learning 
experiences

Joyful and 
purposeful play

Oral language 
development

Rigorous, 
intellectually 

stimulating work

Social emotional 
development

Families and 
caregivers are 

partners
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How are we ensuring all children have the 
opportunity for a strong start in school?

100% 
of elementary 

schools offer free, 
full-day pre-K

8.6% 
increase in 

students enrolled in 
pre-K (2017-2019)

Pre-K Student 
Enrollment

1,979 
Sept. 2017

2,006
Sept. 2018

2,118
Sept. 2019
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How are we building strong partnerships with early 
childhood families?

Eugene Field, Kerr, Mark Twain and Marshall 
elementary schools held welcome events for 
pre-K families to: 
• Create a welcoming experience and a sense 

of belonging; and
• Build families’ understanding of the 

importance of early childhood learning and 
the role of strong attendance in student 
success.

81% of pre-kindergarten families 
attended

60% of kindergarten families 
attended 

95% of families reported that the 
event helped them to feel 
welcomed by their school
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How are we building strong partnerships with early 
childhood families?

Big Beginnings for Our Littlest Learners is a guide to support parents 
and caregivers in understanding early childhood, transitioning their 
child to school. and supporting their child’s growth and development.



Discussion
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