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1 Introduction 

1.1 Conference Philosophy 

This conference was founded in order to provide students new to Model United 
Nations with an introduction to the principles and practices of the MUN  
program. The conference is still designed for that purpose but with the 
understanding that a certain percentage of the delegates may be returning for the 
second or third time and looking for new challenges. West Lake MUN involves 
international students as well as Chinese students and is open to both middle and 
high school students (ages 12 to 18). 

 
1.2 Expectations of Delegates 

1.2.1 General Expectations 

• Model appropriate diplomatic procedure and behavior. 
 

• Reach out to other delegates in the spirit of the United Nations. 

 
1.2.2 Conference Preparation 

• Research the country you have been assigned. 
 

• Pick a topic and write a draft resolution about it. 
 

• Prepare an opening speech about the topic you chose. 
 

• Join the discussion on the West Lake MUN 

 
1.2.3 Friday Afternoon, Saturday, and Sunday 

• Get deeply involved in lobbying and merging. Deliver an opening speech. 
 

• Participate as much as possible in the debates. 
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2 Map of School 

 

Commented [S81]: New map 
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3 Committees and Topics 

3.1 Group 1 
 
3.1.1 General Assembly Two 

General Assembly Two 
President Deputy President 

Christopher Han (SSIS) Riva Aggarwal (HIS) 
 
 

• Implementing effective ways to transition from non-renewable sources of 
electricity and power into renewable ones. 

• Implementing carbon taxes to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

• Raising the minimum wage in less economically developed countries. 
 

 
3.1.2 General Assembly Three 

General Assembly Three 
President Deputy President 

Janiya Fu (HIS) Vanessa Fan (SSIS) 

 

• Further advancing the role of women in society in the Middle East. 

• The protection of underage individuals to prevent cyberbullying and abuse. 

•  Measures to eliminate illegal medical black markets. 
 

3.1.3 Human Rights Council 
 

Human Rights Council 
President Deputy President 

Jarul Khurana (HIS) Amanda Lin (SSIS) Jeff Wang (SSIS) 
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• Combatting the violation of human rights against Rohingya Muslims and other 
minorities in Myanmar. 

• Eliminating the practice of unsafe abortions. 

• Advancing international human rights to protect individuals against 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 

 
3.1.4 Security Council 

 

Security Council 
President Deputy President 

Alice Du (SSIS) Leon Zhang (SSIS) 
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• Situation of children affected by armed conflict. 

• Resolving conflict regarding the trade war. 

• Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts. 

 
3.2 Group 2 

3.2.1 General Assembly One 
 

General Assembly One 
President Deputy President 

Ethan Kim (SSIS) Felicity Wong (HIS) 

 

• Preventing attacks and displays of terrorism in countries around the world. 

• Disarming and sanctioning countries no longer complying with nuclear deals. 

• Measures to end the War of Terror in the Middle East. 
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3.2.2 Ad Hoc 

 

Ad Hoc 
President Deputy President 

Serene Lee (SSIS) Grace Tan (HIS) 

 

• Development of eco-friendly technology for the protection of the seas. 

• Management and reduction of waste in urban environments. 

• Finding measures to improve air pollution in highly polluted areas.  

 
3.2.3 Economic and Social Council 

 

Economic and Social Council 
President Deputy President 

Amy Fan (SSIS) Maggie Yang (SSIS) 

 

• Combatting impacts of corruption found among Middle-Eastern countries. 

• Advancing diversity in work places internationally. 

• Aiding the fleeing regional crisis in Latin America. 

 
3.2.4 UNHCR 

 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
President Deputy President 

Carol Lin (SSIS) Thalia Chelouche (SCIS) 

 

• Protecting women’s rights at refugee camps. 

• Measures to end violent acts against refugees after re-settlement. 

• Developing a sustainable framework to reduce the vulnerability of incoming 
refugees. 
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4 List of Schools and Directors 
 

Schools Directors 

Concordia International School Shanghai (CISS) 
Yuan Yao 
Brian Kennedy 

 
Suzhou Singapore International School (SSIS) 

Jay Blackford 
Debora Guzzi 
Samantha Wasson 

Shanghai Community International School Pudong (SCIS 
PD) 

Michael R. Steele 

Dulwich College Suzhou (DCSZ) Anthony Gora 
Evelyn Anderson 

Montverde Academy (MVA)   Daniel R. Fruit 

Hong Kong International School (HKIS) Peter Dratz 
Jessica Vivian 

Yew Wah International Education School (YWIES) 
Adam Walters 
Michael McConnell 

Hangzhou International School (HIS)) 
Suzanne Brown 
Terry Strombeck 
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5 Detailed Schedule of Events 

5.1 Friday 
 

Friday,  November 09 
12:00pm-2:00 Chair Meeting (Officers Only) 
3:00-4:00 Registration 
4:00-5:00 Opening Ceremony (Gym) 
5:00 Lobbying and Merging / Opening Speeches (Forum) 
6:30-7:00 Group 1 Dinner 
7:00-7:30 Group 2 Dinner 
5:30-7:30 Approval Panel Open 
8:00 Dismissed 

 
5.2 Saturday 

 

Saturday, November 10 
8:30am-9:30 Approval Panel 
9:00 Debate Begins 
10:00-10:20 Group 2 Break 
10:20-10:40 Group 1 Break 
11:45-12:30pm Group 2 Lunch 
12:30-1:15 Group 1 Lunch 
3:00-3:20 Group 2 Break 
3:20-3:40 Group 1 Break 
5:00-5:45 Group 2 Dinner 
5:45-6:25 Group 1 Dinner 
6:30 Dismissed/Bus Pickup 



9  

 

5.3 Sunday 
 

Sunday, November 11 
9:00am Debate Begins 
10:00-10:20 Group 1 Break 
10:20-10:40 Group 2 Break 
11:45-12:30pm Group 1 Lunch 
12:30-1:15 Group 2 Lunch 
2:30-3:00 Closing Ceremonies (Gym) 

 
6 Rules of Procedure 

6.1 General Rules 

These rules are designed to ensure that each delegation enjoys an equal 
opportunity to voice its opinion at the conference. It is the responsibility of each 
delegate to understand these rules and act according to the procedures detailed 
below. The debate chairs will apply these rules with the goal of facilitating a fair 
debate. Any misuse of the rules will not be tolerated. 

Since this is a simulation of the United Nations, all articles and principles of the 
United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will   
guide the delegations during this event. However, since West Lake MUN will last 
only two days, certain additions and changes to the above principles are in order. 
They are detailed in this handbook. 

Diplomatic behavior is expected from each delegate. First and foremost, the 
delegates must respect all decisions of the  debate  chairs.  Such  decisions  are 
final. It follows that delegates must always obtain the floor before speaking and 
yield the floor at the request of the chair. Additionally, delegates should always 
stand when speaking, refrain from using personal pronouns in their speech, and   
be courteous. Disruptive behavior or non-diplomatic language may result in a 
warning, expulsion from the debate, or expulsion from the conference, at the 
discretion of the president or chair. 
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6.2 Dress Code 

Delegates are required to wear clothes that fit the occasion of a meeting of 
countries. Standard business attire is expected of all delegates. Furthermore, 
styles and accessories that detract from the proceedings by drawing an 
unwarranted amount of attention to one delegate are prohibited. Delegates may 
find that they have a question about a specific shirt, type of shoe, earring, etc. A 
good rule of thumb is “If you have to ask, it’s not appropriate for the conference.” 
Directors are expected to guide delegates in this regard. The debate chairs will 
also review the mechanics of merging resolutions and may make a few 
announcements, so it’s always a good idea to attend these meetings. 

 
6.3 Opening Speeches in the General Assembly 

Each delegation is expected to come prepared with a policy statement or speech 
centered on one of the conference debate topics. These speeches must be 
restricted to one minute. 

At the discretion of the debate chairs, the right of reply will be  available  to 
delegates following a specified number of  opening  speeches.  The  President  will 
call for replies from the house and grant the floor to chosen delegates. Each reply 
must refer to one of the preceding speeches. 

 
6.4 Lobbying & Merging 

6.4.1 Definition of the Process 

A resolution passed by the committee represents a consensus by a majority of the 
member states. Such a consensus is built slowly, one member state at a time. On 
Friday afternoon, delegates are given a few hours for the purpose of discussing 
their resolutions with one another. The goal of lobbying and merging is to create 
successful resolutions that already enjoy the support of a number of nations even 
before the debates begin. A merged resolution is one that contains ideas and 
even clauses from several authors. 
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These meetings are definitely “standing room only.” During the discussions in the 
ad hoc meetings, delegates will usually come to the realization that several 
schools of thought exist with regard to addressing the problem at hand. 

 
6.4.2 Locations for Lobbying and Merging 

When the ad hoc meeting ends, delegates organize themselves into groups to 
craft a merged resolution. These smaller group discussions can take place in the 
classroom or in the hallways, foyers, and balconies just outside of the classroom. 
Chairs will be placed in the hallway to facilitate smaller group discussions. 

 
6.4.3 Main Submitter and Co-submitters 

At the close of a merging discussion,  a  form  needs  to  be  completed.  The  form 
will include spaces for the country names of the main submitter and up to three co-
submitters, and for the signatures of ten supporters. The main submitter is the 
person who will introduce the resolution to the house if it is chosen for debate.     
This  person may be chosen for their speaking ability or for their contributions to   
the merged resolution. At least one co-submitter must be chosen. The presence of 
more than one co-submitter can be seen as evidence of a strong group discussion 
and suggests that a lively debate will take place. The final section of the  form 
requires minimum of ten country signatures in support of the resolution.  Ideally,   
this will indicate that at least ten other countries were involved in the discussion. 

 
6.4.4 Merging a Resolution 

At this point, it is essential for the delegates to have electronic copies of their 
resolutions. Internet access is available throughout the school. After cutting and 
pasting and then editing the relevant clauses, delegates can upload their 
resolutions to the server to get approved. 

 
6.4.5 Submitting Merged Resolutions 

To submit a merged resolution, first name the file “D-{forum name}-{country of 
main Submitter}” For example: 
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D-G A1-China 

 
A Model United Nations server has been created on the Hangzhou International 
School Server. All merged resolutions will be placed as documents into this 
server. 

Accessing the MUN server with a Macintosh Computer: 
 

1. Go to the Finder. 
 

2. In the “Go” drop down menu, choose “Connect to Server...” 
 

3. A window appears. Enter the following address and click connect. 

smb://hz2.his-china.info/westlakemun 

4. If you are prompted to enter a username and password, type hismun for 
both. 

 
Accessing the MUN server with a Windows computer: 

 
1. Open “My Computer” in the start menu. 

 
2. In the tools menu, choose “Map Network Drive” 

 
3. A window appears. Enter this address in the “Folder” box and click finish. 

smb://hz2.his-china.info/westlakemun 

4. The window for the server opens, and you will see a folder for each forum. 

 
Once you have reached the MUN server, place the merged resolution into the 
correct folder. A different folder is used for each forum. Please take care not to 
disturb the other contents of the folders! 
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6.4.6 The Approval Panel 

A group of teachers is available to students for the purpose of checking the 
resolution. Once a resolution is approved, the cover sheet with signatures is 
attached and the resolution is retained by the teachers. After the opening 
ceremonies, the debate chairs will examine the approved resolutions and select 
several from each topic. These are the resolutions that will be debated on 
Saturday. 

The teachers at the approval panel will be focusing on two aspects of the 
resolution: does it follow the rules of format and is the English readable. Gross 
errors in either category need to be corrected. The approval panel is not 
concerned with the viability of the resolution’s content. If a resolution requires 
changes, delegates take the resolution back to the computer lab, make all 
required corrections, print another copy, and return to the approval panel. It is 
not unusual for delegates to make more than one trip to the approval panel with 
their merged resolution. When a resolution initially appears at the approval 
panel, a teacher will require several minutes to discuss the resolution with 
delegates. Once changes have been made, delegates usually need only a brief 
discussion at the approval panel. To facilitate the approval of all merged 
resolutions, the approval panel will remain open during dinner and until the 
beginning of opening ceremonies. 

 
6.4.7 The Challenges of Lobbying and Merging 

The traditional challenges inherent in lobbying and merging involve the 
motivation of the students. Some delegates will feel nervous and unmotivated. 
Other students see the process as a competition and become motivated for the 
wrong reasons. Students deserve to feel a sense of accomplishment if they are the 
main submitter of a resolution that passes with a large majority in the committee 
debates. However, problems emerge when the end is used to justify the means. 
Main submitter should have earned their sense of accomplishment through 
consensus-building during lobbying and merging, not by positioning themselves 
as intimidating experts. 
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Obviously, lobbying and merging is a challenging exercise for adults, so 
adolescents will understandably find certain aspects difficult. To overcome these 
challenges, the debate chairs and directors are asked to catalyze discussions and 
otherwise guide delegates. All of us are here because we enjoy MUN. Lobbying 
and merging is a chance for even the directors to become involved in the 
discussions and share our enthusiasm and experience with the delegates. The 
conference organizers appreciate any advice and guidance you can give to your 
delegates to further the success of lobbying and merging. 

 
6.4.8 What does success look like? 

In light of this fact, any level of lobbying and merging could be considered a 
success. However, since we are also setting a precedent for future West Lake 
MUN conferences, a strong performance by delegates would be most auspicious. 
Success will be evident if a majority of the delegates are engaged in discussions. 
If a visitor were to walk the halls during lobbying and merging, we would expect 
them to see some large groups and several smaller groups holding discussions: 
students sitting in a circle or around a table, holding their binders, perhaps even 
a laptop or two open, with one person talking at a time, and some delegates 
simply learning by listening and watching. 

 
7 Resolution Format 

Resolutions should be produced in Times New Roman 12-point font with single 
spacing. The instructions below assume the use of Microsoft Word to format the 
resolution. Please choose A4 size paper in the Page Setup option (look in the File 
drop-down menu) and keep 1” margins. 

 
7.1 Heading 

The following headings should be listed in the upper left-hand corner, each on a 
separate line and in order: Forum, Question of, and Delegation 
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The name of forum, the issue, and delegation name should each be set off by two 
spaces from the heading. 

The topic should be using the same wording as found on our website 
https://westlakemun.his-china.org/#/committees 

The resolution is one long, grammatically-correct and logical sentence. Its 
subject is the name of the forum or body which is proposing the resolution. This 
is written on the second line following the delegation name, in uppercase letters 
and followed by a comma. 

 
7.2 Preambulatory Clauses 

Preambulatory clauses are capitalized but not numbered or indented. 
 
Each preambulatory clause begins with a present or past participle or an 
adjective, and these words should be italicized (see example below). 

Preambulatory clauses are separated from each other by a comma and a 
line-space. 

 
7.3 Operative Clauses 

Each operative clause is numbered and capitalized. Operative clauses, 
sub-clauses, and sub-sub-clauses are indented one tab stop. Sub-clauses are 
labeled with a lower-case letter. Sub-sub-clauses, if needed, can be labeled with 
a lower-case Roman numeral. 

Each operative clause begins with a 3rd person singular verb of the present tense, 
and these words should be underlined (see example below). 

Operative clauses are separated from each other by a semi-colon and a 
line-space. The final operative clause ends in a period. 

Sub-clauses are listed following a colon. They are written on separate lines 
without any punctuation or line-spacing separating them. The final sub-clause is 
followed by a semi-colon. 
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Sub-sub-clauses are also listed in the same way as sub-clauses: following a 
colon, on separate lines with no punctuation other than a semi-colon at the end 
of the last sub-sub-clause in the list. 

 
7.4 An example of a properly-formatted resolution 

Forum: General Assembly One 
Question of: Prevention of Armed Conflict 
Main Submitter: Sri Lanka 

 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

 
Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of Nations, 

 
Recalling Chapter VI and Article 2.3 of the Charter of the United Nations, 

 
Recalling also the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples as contained in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

 
Recognizing that the prevention of armed conflict and the pacific settlement of disputes 
could be useful tools for the United Nations in order to build a social foundation for 
peace, 

 
1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on the 

prevention of armed conflict; 

2. Encourages Member States to utilize regional arrangements or agencies, where 
available, for the peaceful settlement of their disputes; 

3. Recognizes the need for coordinating the prevention of armed conflict 
throughout the United Nations system, and calls upon its relevant organs, 
organizations and bodies to consider how they could best include a conflict 
prevention perspective in their activities, including but not limited to: 

a. the identification of armed factions present in a project area and the strict 
isolation of these groups from the delivery of aid and services; 
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b. the coordinated provision of incentives to leaders of armed factions 
encouraging them work with the UN in a peaceful capacity; 

4.  Resolves to remain actively seized of this matter. 
 
 
Please take note that this resolution is actually one long, grammatically-correct 
and logical sentence. 

 
8 Procedures during Debate 

8.1 Parliamentary Procedure 

Roberts Rules of parliamentary procedure will be used at West Lake MUN. 
Debate chairs are trained in these rules and their application. They will gladly 
provide insights and advice to delegates. Delegates with questions can express 
them in the form of a note to the chair or by rising to a point of order, a point of 
information to the Chair, or a point of parliamentary inquiry. These points will 
not be allowed to interrupt a speaker. 

 
8.2 Powers of the Chair during Formal Debate 

All decisions of the Chair are final. 
 
The Chair proposes the amount of time allotted for  debate  and  in  caucus.  The 
Chair may keep all debate open or may set the amount of time spent debating for 
and the time against the resolution. If amendments are considered, the chair will 
announce the time for open debate on the amendment. All amendments will be 
debated using open debate.  At the close of debate time, the Chair may  propose     
an extension of the time for open debate. Conversely,  the Chair may also limit or  
cut short the debate time. Debate time includes the time taken by speakers in 
answering questions but not the time taken up for questions to the speaker or    
other interruptions.  The  Chair  may  also  call  recesses  and  will  announce  when 
the forum is adjourned. 
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The Chair may call on any delegation to speak, even if that delegation has not 
raised its placard. This is usually done in the interest of providing a fair or lively 
debate. The Chair also has the power to restrict a delegate’s ability to speak. 
Again, this is usually done in the interest of providing a fair debate, especially if 
one delegate has spoken several times. 

The Chair will be allowed to eject delegates from the assembly if their behavior 
deviates dramatically from the rules of procedure. The delegate in question will 
be warned at the chair’s discretion. 

 
8.3 Caucusing 

The debate chair may initiate a caucus session and announce the amount of time 
allotted in caucus. The purpose of the caucus time is to allow delegates to discuss 
the resolution being debated. Debate chairs will circulate among the delegates to 
encourage such discussion. MUN directors are also encouraged to be available 
within the chamber for questions from delegates related to the content of a 
resolution. Delegates should make the most of their time in caucus by meeting 
with other countries in their region or with similar positions on an issue. The 
drafting of amendments to the resolution can also occur during caucus. 

 
8.4 Amendments to Resolutions 

Amendments to resolutions can be made  by  any  delegate  and  should  be 
proposed with the aim of improving the resolution so that a wider consensus can    
be achieved. Official conference amendment paper will be provided to  each 
delegate during registration.  Proposed amendments should be sent to the Chair.  
Any speaker who is granted the floor can ask the  house  to  consider  an 
Amendment. In the interest of time, however, the Chair may deny a speaker that 
opportunity. If a speaker is given the opportunity to speak in favor of their 
amendment, the Chair will first read the amendment out loud several times. After 
the speaker has entertained points of information, the Chair may select more 
speakers in open debate on the amendment.  Following open debate, the House    
will move into voting procedures on the amendment. 
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8.5 Yielding the Floor to other delegates 

A speaker may ask the chair for permission to yield the floor to another delegate. 
Such yielding may only be done only once consecutively and only at the 
discretion of the Chair. The use of “yield chains” is not within the procedures of 
West Lake MUN. 

 
8.6 Rising to Points 

A Point of Personal Privilege must refer to the comfort and well-being of the 
delegate. It may not refer to the resolution or the contents of a speech. A point of 
personal privilege may interrupt the speaker only if the speech is inaudible. This 
is the only case in which a point may interrupt the speaker. 

A Point of Order is directed only to the chair and is used to point out a misuse of 
the rules. 

A Point of Information is a question directed to the speaker who has the floor or 
to the Chair. Although a delegate may ask for a follow-up point of information, 
the Chair will rarely grant such a request. 

A Point of Parliamentary Inquiry is a point of information directed to the Chair 
concerning parliamentary rules. 

As stated before, points may not interrupt the speaker except in the case of a 
point of personal privilege referring to audibility. All other points are dealt with 
only when the speaker has yielded the floor. 

 
8.7 Note-Passing 

The administration staff will assist in the passing of notes during the debate. Note 
paper will be provided. Notes are intended to help delegates move the debate 
forward. All notes will be read by the administration staff of one of the debate 
chairs. Notes that appear to relate to non-MUN topics will be retained by the 
Chair. 
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Note passing will be suspended during voting procedures, opening ceremonies, 
and closing ceremonies. The Chair also has the authority to suspend note passing 
at any time. Delegates wishing to be excused to the restroom should send a note 
to the chair and wait for a response. 

 
8.8 The Previous Question 

Moving the Previous Question calls for the closure of debate and for a vote to be 
taken on the pending motion. Usually, the Chair will make this motion, but a 
speaker who has the floor may also make such a motion. 

 
8.9 Voting 

All delegates representing member states of the United Nations may vote. 
 
After the Chair has announced the start of voting procedures, no interruptions are 
allowed except for points of order related to the conduct of the voting. 
Abstentions do not count for or against a resolution or amendment. In the event 
of a close vote, a delegate can move to divide the house. The Chair will once 
again start the voting procedures, and any delegates who abstained are 
encouraged to vote. 

The rules of procedure for West Lake MUN were adapted from the rules used at 
The Kuwait Schools Activities Association (KSAA) Model United Nations 
conference and The Hague International Model United Nations (THIMUN) 
conference. 

 
9 Frequently Asked Questions 

9.1 What should delegates bring? 

• a binder or folder to use as a hard surface for writing. 
 

• hard and soft copies of their resolutions. 
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• notepaper, a binder as a hard surface for writing. 

 
• umbrella. 

 
• a water bottle – water coolers are available, and delegates are free to use a 

water bottle during the weekend instead  of  constantly  throwing  away 
plastic cups. 

• playing cards – great for bus rides, hotel rooms, and dances if you don’t like 
to dance. 

• If delegates bring laptop computers for lobbying and merging, they can 
keep the laptops with them, but closed, during opening ceremonies. 
Laptops should not be used during debate. Delegates are personally 
responsible for their laptops during the conference. 

 
9.2 What will we receive at registration? 

• Hard copies of the directors’ handbook for directors. 
 

• Name badges with lanyards. The lanyard can be kept by delegates or 
returned on Saturday so that they can be re-used next year. 

• Country placards will be found on seats at the opening ceremonies and at 
the beginning of each debate. These placards are the property of West Lake 
MUN and must be returned at the end of the conference. If placards are 
broken, delegates must pay a fee of 20RMB. 

• Notepads and pen will be handed out. 
 

• Certificates will be handed to the directors on Saturday. 

 
9.3 How can we find Hangzhou International School? 

Detailed maps can be found on the West Lake MUN website at 
https://westlakemun.his-china.org/info/. 
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Our school is adjacent to the Hangzhou No. 2 Middle School on Dong Xin Street 
in Bin Jiang District. If your driver were to ask directions, it is more likely that 
people will know about the No. 2 Middle School than about Hangzhou 
International School. 

 
9.4 What’s the weather going to be like? 

At this time of year, it can be absolutely beautiful. It can also rain for two days 
straight, like it did last year. We have planned for the worst and  designed 
conference events so that everyone can remain dry. The greatest exposure to the 
weather will be the walk between Building B and the Cafeteria /  Performance 
Space. A small umbrella is essential if the weather is bad. 

Use great caution when entering buildings during rainy weather. It is very easy 
to slip. 

On a lighter note (unless you happen to be an amphibian), avoid walking on the 
grass at night in the rain; you might step on toads. 
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10 Appendix A: Introductory Phrases for Resolutions 

The following lists were taken from Williams and Stein and Brian and Adam. 
Further examples can be found in UN resolutions. 
Words and phrases to introduce Operative Clauses: 

Accepts Encourages Proposes 

Affirms Endorses Reaffirms 

Approves Expressing its appreciation Recommends 

Asks Expresses its hope Regrets 

Authorizes Further invites Reminds 

Calls for Further proclaims Requests 

Calls upon Further recommends Resolves 

Condemns Further reminds Seeks 

Confirms Further requests Solemnly affirms 

Congratulates Further resolves Strongly condemns 

Declares accordingly Has resolved Suggests 

Deplores Hopes Supports 

Designates Invites Transmits 

Draws attention to Notes Urges 
Emphasizes Proclaims Welcomes 

 
Words and phrases to introduce Preamble Clauses: 

Acknowledging Expecting Noting with appreciation 

Affirming Expressing its appreciation Noting with approval 

Alarmed by Expressing its satisfaction Noting with deep concern 

Approving Fulfilling Noting with regret 

Aware of Fully alarmed Noting with satisfaction 

Bearing in mind Fully aware Observing 

Believing Fully believing Pointing out 
Confident Further deploring Reaffirming 
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Congratulating Further recalling Realizing 

Contemplating Guided by Recalling 

Convinced Having adopted Recognizing 

Declaring Having considered Referring 

Deeply concerned Having considered further Reminding 

Deeply conscious of Having devoted attention Seeking 

Deeply convinced Having examined Taking into account 

Deeply disturbed Having heard Taking into consideration 

Deeply regretting Having received Taking note 

Deploring Having studied Viewing with appreciation 

Desiring Keeping in mind Welcoming 
Emphasizing Noting further  

 

11 Appendix B: Useful Phrases and Terms relating to 

Debate 

11.1 General phrases 

The House: all the delegates gathered for the debate. 

The Chair: the manager of the debate 

The Resolution: the proposed solution to a world problem. This solution is what 
you debate. 

The Main Submitter: the delegate who played the lead role in creating the 
resolution. 

The Second Speaker: another delegate who played an important in creating the 
resolution. 

The Floor: the right to speak. The Chair controls who has access to the floor. If 
you have been given the right to speak, you have been given the floor. After you 
have spoken, you yield the floor, or give up your right to speak. 
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11.2 Modes of Address 

Polite speakers always address the chair when they begin speaking. As the person 
who manages the discussion, the chair deserves respect. 

“Madame/Mister Chair” or “Honorable Chair” 
 
Polite speakers always use formal language when addressing another delegate. 
“Honorable Delegate” or “The Delegate of  ” 

A good way to begin every speech: “Honorable chair, fellow delegates...” 

 
11.3 Obtaining and Yielding the Floor 

The chair controls who has the right to speak. This is NOT because the chair is 
better than the rest of the delegates in the house. The chair’s job is to manage a 
debate in which every delegate has an equal opportunity to speak. A debate is a 
very structured event, and the chair is the person who keeps everyone organized 
within that structure. 

During regular debate, there are two opportunities for delegates to obtain the 
floor. 

 
11.3.1 Points of Information 

The Chair asks, “Are there any points of information on the floor at this time? 
Please raise your placards.” 

After the resolution is introduced and the main submitter has read the operative 
clauses, the chair will ask the main submitter if he or she is open to points of 
information. In other words, will the speaker take questions? If the speaker 
agrees to take points of information, the chair will ask the delegates if they have 
any points of information. Don’t raise your placard until you have been asked. If 
you are “recognized” (chosen), you may rise and ask your question to the 
speaker. At the conclusion of the speaker’s answer, it is your right to ask for a 
follow- up question if you feel your question was not answered properly. Say 
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“Request follow-up.” The chair will probably deny it, however.  Remember, there 
are a lot of other delegates who would like to ask questions.  When your turn to    
ask questions is at an end, return to your seat. 

 
11.3.2 Speaking for/against the resolution 

The Chair asks, “Are there any delegates wishing to speak in favor of / against the 
resolution? Please raise your placards.” 

When one speaker has finished taking questions, the chair will open the floor to 
other speakers. ANY delegate has the right to get up and make a speech (usually 
one minute in length). At the conclusion of your speech, the chair will ask you if 
you are “Open to any points of information.” You may say no, but that is 
undiplomatic. You may say “Any and all,” allowing the chair to decide how many 
questions you will answer from the house. 

You may also set the number of questions that you will answer by saying “Two 
points of information.” At this point, the chair will ask the house if there are any 
questions. 

After answering the questions relating to your speech, the chair will ask you to 
yield the floor back to him or her. It is polite for you to say “The Delegate of 
  say your country name_ yields the floor back to the chair.”  Notice that you are 
referring to yourself in the 3rd person. 

Instead of yielding the floor to the chair, it is your right to ask the chair if you can 
yield the floor to another speaker. “The Delegate of Country A (you) requests 
permission to yield the floor to the Delegate of Country B (your ally)”. The chair 
may allow or deny this request. The chair’s decision is final. 

 
11.4 Asking a Question 

Most delegates enter the debate the first time by asking a question of the main 
speaker. 
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If you are new to debate, listen to the way other delegates ask questions as well 
as the type of questions they ask. 

Questions usually begin with the following phrases: 
 
“Does the speaker agree that...” or “Does the speaker not agree that ...”  

“Is the speaker aware that...” or “Is the speaker not aware that...” 

“The Delegate of delegate’s country stated that...Does the delegate not realize 
that” 

Even though these appear on the surface to be “yes or no” questions, it would be 
very rude of any delegate to answer them in such a simple fashion. In fact, every 
question is chance to move the discussion forward. You will notice that some 
delegates precede their questions with one or two statements of opinion. These 
must be short, but they are allowed. You may also notice that the speakers’ 
response to a question may be quite brief and then followed by the presentation    
of an entirely different argument by the speaker. 

 
11.5 Making a Speech for or against a Resolution 

There are no winners in MUN. A debate is not a contest. It is a discussion about 
the best possible action to take. At the end of the debate, a failed resolution is a 
failure for everyone. On the other hand, the goal is not only to pass a resolution. 
The true sign of success is when a resolution passes with a very large majority of 
delegates. This signifies that the countries of the world have come to a consensus 
on a difficult issue. 

If you are speaking for a resolution, emphasize the benefits without making 
anyone look bad. If you are speaking against a resolution, do not belittle the 
resolution or those who support it.  Always feel free to suggest amendments in 
your speech. Make certain that you write these amendments on the amendment 
paper that has been provided and submit them to the chair before you speak. 

Keep your speech short. Make your points clearly. 
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At the conclusion of your speech, you should restate your position for or against. 

 
“The Delegate of your country urges the house to vote for/against this 
resolution/amendment.” 
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